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A recently discovered bacterium, Helicobacter hepati-
cus, infects the intrahepatic bile canaliculi of mice,
causing a severe chronic hepatitis culminating in liver

cancer. Thus, it affords an animal model for study of
bacteria-associated tumorigenesis including H. pylorn-
related gastric cancer. Reactive oxygen species are often
postulated to contribute to this process. We now report
that hepatitis of male mice infected with H. bepaticus
show significant increases in the oxidatively damaged
DNA deoxynucleoside 8-hydroxydeoxyguanosine, with
the degree ofdamage increasingwith progression ofthe
disease. Perfusion of infected livers with nitro blue tet-
razolium revealed that superoxide was produced in the
cytoplasm ofhepatocytes, especially in association with
plasmacytic infiltrates near portal triads. Contrary to
expectations, Kupffer cells, macrophages, and neutro-
phils were rarely involved. However, levels of cyto-
chrome P450 (CYP) isoforms 1A2 and 2A5 in hepato-
cytes appeared to be greatly increased, as indicated by
the number of cells positive in iumunohistochemistry
and the intensity of staining in many cells, concomitant
with severe hepatitis. The CYP2A5 immunohistochemi-

cal staining co-localized with formazan deposits result-
ing from nitro blue tetrazolium reduction and oc-

curred in nuclei as well as cytoplasm. These findings
suggest that CYP2A5 contributes to the superoxide
production and 8-hydroxydeoxyguanosine forma-
tion, although reactive oxygen species from an un-

known source in the hepatocytes leading to C`YP2A5

induction or coincidental occurrence of these events
are also possibilities. Three glutathione S-transferase
isoforms, mGSTPl-1 (pi), mGSTAl-1 (YaYa), and
mGSTA4-4, also showed striking increases evidenc-
ing major oxidative stress in these livers. (Am J

Patbol 1997, 151:933-941)

Increased risk of cancer has been associated with infection
of the liver by human hepatitis viruses1 and liver flukes,2 the
bladder by schistosome parasites,2 and the gastric epithe-
lium by the bacterium Helicobacterpylori.2'3 Recently a new
murine Helicobacter species, H. hepaticus, was discovered
as the causative agent of severe progressive hepatitis and
liver tumorigenesis,4'5 providing for the first time an animal
model for bacteria-related carcinogenesis.

H. hepaticus-associated hepatitis is much more com-
mon in male than female mice and shows mouse strain
specificity in that C57BL/6 mice are resistant.4'6-8 The
natural history of this disease has been studied in great-
est detail in strain A/J mice in which it was first discov-
ered. The bacteria are apparently transmitted by the
fecal-oral route early in life. Disease progression is slow,
characterized by focal, low-grade necrosis and nonsup-
purative inflammation at ages 1 to 6 months.6-8 Lesions
become more severe by 8 months with more extensive
necrosis and a distinctive pericholangitis, including bile
ductule hyperplasia, and prominent peribiliary inflamma-
tory cells. Monocytes are particularly abundant,67 but
macrophages and neutrophils may also accumulate.8 By
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12 months of age, altered preneoplastic foci and adenomas
are seen; neoplasms are found in 75 to 100% of male mice
by 18 months.4'8 Serum antibodies appear approximately at
the time when the disease becomes active and marked
lymphocytic infiltrates are noted (6 to 8 months of age),
reaching a maximum coincident with the first appearance of
tumors in males (12 months).68

Thus, the mice mount an immune response with inflam-
mation against H. hepaticus, albeit one that does not
forestall severe liver disease indefinitely in most mouse
strains. Inflammatory reactions often entail increased pro-
duction of reactive oxygen species (ROS). The latter have
been postulated to be tumorigenic due in part to their
ability to cause promutagenic DNA damage.9 ROS are
also an usual part of tissue response to tumor promoter
treatment; these may contribute to promotion by clasto-
genic and/or epigenetic actions.10 Therefore, we investi-
gated whether ROS increased during H. hepaticus infec-
tion and liver tumorigenesis as indicated by levels of the
promutagenic oxidized nucleoside 8-hydroxydeox-
yguanosine (8-oxo-dG) in hepatic DNA and in situ gener-
ation of superoxide by liver perfusion with nitro blue tet-
razolium (NBT).1 1'12 In addition, because several
cytochrome P450 (CYP) isoforms increase in liver in re-
sponse to chemical stress, infection, or the presence of
transgenes,13-15 and CYP enzymes may release ROS,16
we examined the livers at relatively advanced stages of
the disease by immunohistochemistry for the amount and
distribution of CYPlA and CYP2A5 isoforms. Both exhib-
ited pronounced up-regulation as part of the hepatitis
particularly in regions with heavy leukocytic infiltrates.
Additionally, the CYP2A5 co-localized in hepatocytes
where formazan deposits from NBT indicated ROS gen-
eration. Three glutathione S-transferase (GST) isoforms
also exhibited dramatic increases.

Materials and Methods

H. hepaticus-lnfected and Control Mice
Naturally infected A/JNCr have been maintained at

FCRDC for experimental purposes. Controls were A/J
mice from The Jackson Laboratory (Bar Harbor, ME) and
H. hepaticus-free A/JNCr mice bred at FCRDC as indi-
cated for specific experiments. For experimental infec-
tion, A/JNCr mice, aged 4 weeks, were intubated with 0.5
ml of a suspension containing approximately 108 bacteria
(strain 2) as described previously.17 Age-matched con-
trols maintained in parallel in a Helicobacter-free room
were intubated with saline.

Measurement of 8-oxo-dG
DNA was extracted from the nuclear fraction of liquid

nitrogen-frozen livers and hydrolyzed to nucleosides as
described by Adachi et al,18 except that incubation times
with nuclease P-1 (Sigma, St. Louis, MO) and alkaline
phosphatase (Sigma) were extended to 1 hour and 2
hours, respectively. 8-Oxo-dG was quantified with an
ESA500 electrochemical HPLC system with a Coulochem
11 multielectrode detector (ESA, Chelmsford, MA). Chro-

matography was performed at 1 ml/minute flow rate with
100 mmol/L sodium acetate (Sigma) in 2% methanol
(Burdick and Jackson, Muskegon, Ml) as an eluent.

For each experimental set, one or two lobes of each of
three to five livers were analyzed separately, and all
values were averaged. Similar statistical results were ob-
tained based on averages for each animal. Tests in-
cluded Student's t-test, and, for changes with time, linear
regression analysis or the Spearman's rank correlation
test for line slope data with similar and dissimilar vari-
ances, respectively.

Liver Perfusion with Nitro Blue Tetrazolium
This procedure was carried out as described by Ha-

gen et al.12 Briefly, blood was removed from the livers by
retrograde perfusion of Hanks' balanced salt solution into
the heart, and the livers were then perfused with NBT (1
mg/ml) for 20 minutes at 2 ml/minute, followed by removal
of unreacted NBT by postperfusion with the salt solution.
The perfused livers were fixed in zinc/formalin.

Pathology and Immunohistochemistry

Livers were fixed in 10% buffered formalin, embedded
in paraffin, sectioned at 5 Am, and stained with hematox-
ylin and eosin for pathological diagnoses. For immuno-
histochemistry as described previously,14 deparaf-
finized, rehydrated sections were incubated overnight
(40C) with antibodies to CYPlA (1:1000),19 CYP2A5 (1:
75Q),20 mGSTP1-1 (GST pi) (1:2500, generously pro-
vided by Dr. M. Tsuda), mGSTA1-1 (GST YaYa), (1:
600),21 or mGSTA4-4 (1:500).22 After washing, the
sections were incubated with biotinylated goat antiserum
to rabbit immunoglobulin and by the avidin biotin perox-
idase-complex method (Vectastain kit, Vector Laborato-
ries, Burlingame, CA) and then with 0.1% diaminobenzi-
dine tetrahydrochloride in 0.1 mol/L Tris buffer, pH 7.2.
Background staining was minimal with preimmune con-
trol sera under these conditions.

Immunoblotting
Immunoblotting for CYP1A1/1A2 was carried out using

a polyclonal antibody to rat CYPlA (Human Biologicals,
Dallas, TX) that recognizes both isoforms. Microsomal
proteins (2 ,ug) were electrophoresed on 8% precast
minigels (Novex Corp., Richmond VA), transferred to ni-
trocellulose membranes, and incubated with a 1:5000
dilution of the antibody. Microsomes from livers of Swiss
mice treated with 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin
(TCDD) were included as a positive control and as an
indicator of the exact positions of CYPlAl and CYP1A2.
Bands were visualized using a goat anti-rabbit alkaline
phosphatase conjugated IgG (Life Technologies Inc.,
Gaithersburg, MD).

Results

8-oxo-dG in Hepatic Nuclear DNA
Levels of 8-oxo-dG were greater in livers of mice nat-

urally infected with H. hepaticus at 10 to 18 months of age
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Table 1. Oxidative DNA Damage in Livers Naturally Infected with H. hepaticus and Age-Matched Control Livers

8-oxo-dG per 105 dG ± SE (N)
Parameter Infected Control P

Series 1 age
12 months 1.81 + 0.11 (5) 1.17 ± 0.10 (6) 0.001*
18 months 2.56 + 0.38 (6) 1.51 ± 0.17 (6) 0.025*

Series 2 age
10 months 1.25 + 0.31 (5) 0.91 ± 0.13 (3) NS
18 months 2.47 ± 0.90 (4) Not done

Age-related effects, series 1 and 2
Average vs time, line slope 0.023 0.0068
95% confidence interval -0.001 to 0.048 0.0015 to 0.012
Significance vs 0 0.024t 0.015§

*Significance of difference, infected vs control livers, Student's t-test.
tSpearman's rank correlation test.
§Linear regression analysis.
Infected mice were A/JNCr and control mice were AJ, maintained in parallel but in a separate room. The livers for series 2 had been perfused with

NBT (see text).

compared with controls (Table 1) with differences of sta-
tistical significance at 12 and 18 months and with a
significant time-dependent increase. Good agreement
was found in two different experimental series. Levels of
8-oxo-dG also increased significantly with age in the
control livers but at a rate that was approximately one-
third that for the infected mice (Table 1). Thus, the aver-
age increase in oxidative DNA damage in the infected
livers, relative to controls, became more pronounced with
time: 37% at 10 months, 55% at 12 months, and 69% at
18 months (values from series 1 and series 2 combined).
To confirm that oxidative liver DNA damage can be de-

finitively linked to H. hepaticus infection and to test whether
it occurs early in the infection process, mice were experi-
mentally infected with the bacterium and liver DNA ex-
tracted after 2, 4, or 12 weeks. Significant differences were
seen at all time points (Table 2). Again, the rate of age-
related increase was less in controls than in infected mice.

In Situ Localization of Radical Formation by
NBT Perfusion

To determine the cell type in which superoxide was
generated, livers of control and Helicobacter-exposed
mice were perfused with NBT. In uninfected mice, blue
formazan staining was observed in occasional hepato-
cytes with a few granules in adjacent cells (Figure 1A). In

perfused livers of 10-month-old mice with hepatitis, there
were focal areas with numerous hepatocytes showing
intense formazan accumulation, especially in periportal
areas in association with early stages of leukocytic infil-
tration (Figure 1 B). The five livers of 18-month-old mice all
exhibited characteristic hepatitis, inflammation, and pre-
neoplastic or neoplastic lesions. Widespread areas of
hepatocytes containing cytoplasmic formazan occurred
in association with portal triads and leukocytic infiltrates
(Figure 1, C and D). Neutrophils and macrophages were
uncommon in these infiltrates, and neither they nor
Kupffer cells showed formazan deposits.

Immunohistochemical Determination of
Cytochrome P450
To determine whether the increase in DNA-damaging

radicals in H. hepaticus-infected livers related to an in-
crease in CYP isoforms, immunohistochemistry was per-
formed for CYP1A and CYP2A5. For CYP1A, control livers
presented symmetrical, uniform centrilobular staining
(Figure 2A). By contrast, infected livers with inflammation
showed a marked increase in degree and extent of stain-
ing, including periportal regions (Figure 2B). Particularly
strong staining was sometimes observed in hepatocytes
in the vicinity of leukocytic infiltrates. Normal parenchyma
adjacent to adenomas was strongly positive for CYP1A,

Table 2. Oxidative DNA Damage in Livers of Mice Experimentally Infected with H. hepaticus and Age-Matched Control Livers

8-oxo-dG per 105 dG ± SE (N)
Parameter

Time after infection
2 weeks
4 weeks
12 weeks

Age-related effects
Average vs time, line slope
95% confidence interval
Significance vs ot

*Infected vs control, Student's t-test.
tLinear regression analysis.
All mice were A/JNCr.

Infected

1.31 ± 0.12(6)
1.33 ± 0.13 (6)
2.11 ± 0.19 (6)

0.0084
0.0042 to 0.012

0.0006

Control

0.82 ± 0.11 (4)
0.86 ± 0.03 (4)
1.20 ± 0.13 (5)

0.0040
0.001 to 0.0069

0.011

p

0.015*
0.0075*
0.003*
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Figure 1. Production of superoxide in hepatocytes as indicated by formazan precipitates after NBT perfusion. A: In a control liver, age 10 months, there are dark
blue staining (astersk) and scattered granules (arrows) caused by formazan deposits in hepatocyte cytoplasm. Magnification, X300. B: In an infected liver, age
10 months, there are dense formazan deposits (asterisks) in all cells adjacent to the portal vein (PV) in addition to granules in many cells in the next layer (arrows)
and numerous leukocytes (L). Magnification, X300. C: In an infected liver, age 18 months, there is extensive formazan deposition near the portal triad (BD, bile
duct) and some distance away (asterisks). Magnification, X75. D: An area of the liver, illustrated in C, is shown at higher power with groups of NBT-reactive
cells (asterisks) near the bile duct and in association with many leukocytes. Magnification, X 150.

whereas most tumor cells stained minimally (Figure 2C).
An 18-month-old mouse that was exposed to H. hepaticus
but developed only mild hepatitis showed only minor
changes in CYPlA expression, confirming the specific
association of these alterations with the liver pathology
(data not shown). Although the antibody used for these
studies recognizes both CYPlAl and CYP1A2, only
CYP1A2 was detected in control and infected livers by
immunoblotting analysis with an increase apparent in
infected livers (Figure 3).

For CYP2A5 in control livers, highest staining occurred
in the hepatocyte layer immediately adjacent to the cen-
tral veins (Figure 2D). Nuclear staining was apparent in
occasional cells with intensity greater than that in the
cytoplasm (Figure 2D, arrows). In severely infected livers,
a striking increase in the amount and extent of expression
of CYP2A5 was observed, particularly in the vicinity of
leukocyte accumulations (Figure 2E). Some nuclei were

markedly positive for CYP2A5 (Figure 2E, arrows). A two-
fold increase in coumarin 7-hydroxylase activity, a spe-
cific marker for CYP2A5, and a three to fivefold elevation
in CYP2A5 mRNA in Northern blots confirmed these im-
munohistochemical findings and have been reported in
an another publication.23 In contrast to CYP1A, CYP2A5
was present in tumor as well as in normal cells (Figure
2F).

Co-Localization of Formazan and CYP Proteins
To test for a relationship between increased CYP pro-

teins and ROS generation leading to formazan precipi-
tate, sections of NBT-perfused livers were immuno-
stained with antibodies to CYPlA or CYP2A5. Sections
from a liver lobe presenting a high level of 8-oxo-dG (5.2
8-oxo-dG/105 G) are illustrated (Figure 4). Formazan and
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Figure 2. Immunohistochemical staining for CYP1A2 and CYP2A5, livers of mice age 18 months. A: In a control stained with anti-CYPlA, there is moderate
symmetrical staining around the central veins (CV) but little around the portal vein. Magnification, x75. B: In an infected liver, anti-CYPlA gives increased
intensity of staining and more hepatocytes involved, including those near leukocytic infiltrates and portal triads. Magnification, x75. C: An adenoma (A) and
surrounding parenchyma (P) with adjacent leukocytic infiltrate are illustrated. Normal hepatocytes are intensely stained, but with most of the tumor showing less
CYP1A. Magnification, x30. D: In a control liver stained with anti-CYP2A5, cytoplasmic CYP2A5 is localized mainly around the central veins and is absent in region
of the portal triad (PT); some nuclear staining is evident (N, arrows). Magnification, x 150. E: In an infected liver, anti-CYP2A5 stains more intensely and involves
more cells, compared with the control (D), and occurs adjacent to a leukocytic infiltrate surrounding a portal triad. Some of the nuclear stainiing is dense (arrow).
Magnification, X150. F: Anti-CYP2A5 staining of the adenoma illustrated in C reveals positive areas (asterisk). Magnification, x75.

increased CYPlA expression occurred in the same area
but typically in different cells (Figure 4A). A small propor-
tion of cells clearly showed both the blue formazan crys-
tals and the brown staining caused by CYPlA (Figure 4,
A and B, arrows).

By contrast, almost all of the cells in this liver lobe
characterized by abnormal expression of CYP2A5 near
portal triads, also were sites of formazan formation: in
Figure 4, C and D, most cells contain varying mixtures of
brown (CYP) and blue (formazan) stain. Thus, much of

the superoxide seemed to have been generated in cells
also expressing appreciable levels of CYP2A5.

Immunohistochemical Staining for GST Proteins
In 18-month control livers, staining was prominent for

mGSTP1-1 periportally (Figure 5A), weak for mGSTA1-1
in the centrilobular region (Figure 5B), and moderate for
mGSTA4-4 throughout the parenchyma, especially cen-
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Figure 3. Western immunoblot for CYP1A2. The results show increased
levels of CYP1A2, but not of CYPlAl in infected livers. Lane 1: TCDD-
induced mouse liver microsomes were used to show the positions of CYPlAl
and CYP1A2. Lanes 2 and 3: Microsomes from livers of 18-month-old H.
hepaticus-infected mice. Those in lane 2 are from the liver illustrated in
Figure 2. Lanes 4 and 5: Control liver microsomes from 18-month-old mice.

trilobularly (Figure 5C). Pronounced increases in amount
and distribution of all three isoforms occurred in severely
infected livers near leukocytic infiltrates (Figure 5, D to F).

Discussion

The consistent, significant, time-related increase in 8-
oxo-dG in livers of H. hepaticus-infected mice compared
with age-matched controls confirms the potential role of
infection-associated ROS in tumorigenesis, as frequently
postulated.3'9 10 Recently, increased levels of 8-oxo-dG
were demonstrated in human livers with chronic hepati-
tis24 and in H. py/ori-infected human gastric mucosa.25
A striking finding in our study was that ROS apparently

were not produced by the inflammatory nonparenchymal
cells: the perfusion studies showed clearly that the NBT-
reactive superoxide was generated in the hepatocytes.
Similar outcomes occurred in carbon tetrachloride-intox-
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Figure 4. NBT perfusion followed by anti-CYP immunostaining to test for co-localization of formazan from superoxide and increased levels of CYP. A and B:
Anti-CYPlA. Many hepatocytes presented pronounced blue formazan or brown staining, indicating CYP1A; occasional hepatocytes (arrows) showed combined
staining. C and D: Anti-CYP2A5. Hepatocytes surrounding a section of portal vein all stained for CYP2A5; many of them were positive for formazan also. No cells
were positive for formazan only in these fields; compare with A and B. Magnification, X300).
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Figure 5. Immunohistochemical staining for GST isoforms in livers of mice age 18 months. A: In a control liver, staining caused by anti-mGSTP1-1 is localized
to the portal triad regions. Magnification, X75). B: In a control liver, staining caused by anti-mGSTA1-1 is largely centrilobular. Magnification, X75. C: In a control
liver, staining caused by anti-mGSTA4-4 is generalized but most intense in the centrilobular region. Magnification, X75. D: In an infected liver, staining with
anti-GST pi is intense in the cytoplasm and nuclei in all hepatocytes near a periportal leukocytic infiltrate; the bile duct epithelium also stained (arrow).
Magnification, X 150. E: In an infected liver, staining with anti-GST YaYa reveals prominent cytoplasmic and nuclear staining of hepatocytes adjacent to an
accumulation of leukocytes and hypertrophic bile duct epithelium (arrow). Magnification, X 150. F: In an infected liver, staining with anti-mGSTA4-4 reveals high
expression near leukocytic focus surrounding portal triad and in hepatocytes with numerous interspersed leukocytes (upper left). Magnification, X75.

icated rats11 and in HBV-transgenic mice 4 to 6 months of
age.12 In contrast to gastric mucosa infected with H.
pylori,3 in which neutrophils and macrophages are com-
mon, the host response in H. hepaticus-infected livers of
our series consisted almost entirely of mononuclear cells,
which were uniformly negative for formazan.
One possible source of ROS was induced CYP

enzymes that have the potential to release superoxide
and/or cause oxidative damage of cellular mole-
cules.16'26 This can occur even in the absence of added
substrate -and has been demonstrated for CYPlAl
and CYP1A2,26 CYP2B26 28 and CYP2E1.2829 In gen

eral, hepatic CYPs decrease during parasitic and bacte-
rial infections, exposure to inflammatory mediators, and
chemical toxic injury.30 32 However, regulation of
CYP2A5 is a clear exception: this isoform typically in-
creases during all sorts of hepatic stress,13-15 including
mice transgenic for the hepatitis B virus and experiencing
hepatitis and liver tumorigenesis13 and livers of male
hamsters infected with flukes.14 In the latter, CYP2A5 was
up-regulated especially in hepatocytes adjacent to areas
of inflammation. Similarly, the human homologue CYP2A6
was increased in hepatocytes adjacent to cirrhosis-
caused fibrotic areas.33
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Our immunohistochemistry showed that both CYP1A2
and CYP2A5 were up-regulated, with striking co-localiza-
tion of formazan and CYP2A5. There are several possible
interpretations of this correlative finding. ROS generated
by an unknown source within these hepatocytes could
have led to CYP2A5 induction as well as NBT reduction.
Alternatively, CYP2A5, up-regulated as part of the he-
patic stress response, released ROS. Although the ability
of the CYP2A5 isoform to generate ROS has apparently
not been investigated, our findings are consistent with it
doing so. Infection-associated generation of ROS, as
indicated by formazan deposits after NBT perfusion, gen-
erally occurred in hepatocytes also expressing CYP2A5
and in close proximity to leukocytic infiltrates, suggesting
a link among these three phenomena. One possibility is
that cytokines produced by lymphocytes induced the
CYP2A5, which then released ROS. In general cytokines
down-regulate CYP expression in liver and in cultured
hepatocytes.31'32 However, interleukin-4 specifically in-
duced expression of CYP2E1 31 and, in rats treated with
interleukin-2, a significant increase in CYP2A5 metabolic
activity was observed.34 Recently, hepatitis B virus trans-
genic mice, injected with cytotoxic T cells, a potential
source of cytokines, also showed increases in both
CYP2A5 and CYP1A.35

Also of interest with regard to CYP2A5 are the increase
in nuclear levels in infected livers and persistent expres-
sion in tumors, as reported previously,36 confirming the
likelihood of ROS, if generated by this enzyme, causing
tumor initiation and progression, respectively. The occur-
rence of nuclear CYPs, a classical finding,37 has re-
ceived relatively little attention despite its obvious impor-
tance in the context of genotoxicity. Specific CYP
isoforms recently described in the nucleus of various
cells include lAl, 1A2, and 2B;38,39 generation of ROS
by isolated nuclei has been demonstrated.40 Not all cells
positive for CYP2A5 were also formazan stained. Clearly
other factors are operative, and it may be that GST iso-
forms (see below) or other antioxidant enzymes were
up-regulated in some cells to counteract increased ROS.
Such concomitant protective changes could also explain
the lack of NBT-detected superoxide in many cells show-
ing increased CYP1A2, despite the known ability of this
isoform to leak superoxide.26
The marked increase in one P and several A class GST

isoforms in livers with advanced Helicobacter hepatitis
and concomitant elevation in ROS is consistent with the
known induction of these enzymes by stress and ROS
and their affinity for substrates that are products of ROS
action.41 The A form mGSTA4-4 is associated especially
with oxidative damage,42 having a high affinity for lipid
peroxidation products.22 GSTA1 and GSTA2 isoforms
were up-regulated by interleukin-4 in primary human he-
patocyte cultures.43 The P isoform is proposed to act as
a redox sensor.44 Thus, cytokines may induce both GST
and CYP isoforms in some hepatocytes. A concomitant
induction of superoxide dismutase could explain the ab-
sence of pronounced formazan staining in many CYP-
positive cells (see above).

8-oxo-dG increased with age in both control and H.
hepaticus-infected livers at a significantly faster rate in the

latter as expected. The relative increase with age was
similar to that reported for rat liver DNA,45 which was
thought to be caused in part by an aging-related de-
crease in DNA repair capacity.

In summary, both natural and experimental infection of
male mice with H. hepaticus resulted in significant in-
creases in 8-oxo-dG in nuclear DNA. Superoxide was
produced in the cytoplasm of the hepatocytes, as indi-
cated by formazan deposits after perfusion with NBT.
CYP1A2 and CYP2A5 were increased in infected livers
often in proximity to the portal triads and plasmacytic
infiltrates. Co-localization of formazan deposits with
CYP2A5 and marked nuclear localization of this enzyme
in some cells suggested that infection-related increase in
this enzyme was the source of the DNA-damaging ROS.
As noted above, it is also possible that ROS, generated in
some other way, caused the increase in CYP2A5 or that
the two changes are not causally related but the conse-
quences of some other infection-related event. These
possibilities can be ruled out only by additional experi-
ments. In any event these findings add a new dimension
to the relationships among infection, immune response,
reactive oxygen, and cancer causation.
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