
Levine et al.  Supplementary Online Material 

 

Figure 3b. Immunologic assessment of diphtheria toxin specific 

effector cells secreting IFN- γ following gene transfer therapy.  Most 

individuals in the USA are immunized against diphtheria.  Assessing the immune 

response to diphtheria toxin is an indication of the immune status of the subjects. 

HIV-1 seropositive individuals are often immuncompromised.  Blood samples 

were taken before and after 3 and 6 months after VRX496 infusion. IFN- γ 

production following diphtheria toxin in vitro stimulation of PBMCs isolated from 

study subjects and a series of HIV-1 positive control subjects (n=8) was 

assessed for a diphtheria antigen specific response by a standard ELISPOT. The 

mean ± 95% confidence interval for the control subjects is plotted. Subjects 2, 

and in particular, 4 and 5 demonstrated improved immune responses over time 

as well as higher responses than samples from HIV controls.  * subject #1 did not 

have a 6 month sample available for analysis. 
 

 

 




