
Fishy or offensive odour 

Vaginal discharge

White, curdy discharge

Check pH of discharge

pH vaginal fluid�4.5aCheck if pH of discharge is 6_7
with narrow range pH papera  

Characteristic

Thin, white/grey 

Other
Consider other causes

No Yes

Candida 72

Take HVS and endocervical swab for:

    bacteriology

    recent change of sexual partner or <25  years

    endocervical 

Culture not
needed unless 

recurrent 

Other signs: 
Associated itching
Vulvitis
Erythema/vaginitis 
Fissuring 
Satellite lesions 

Bacterial 
vaginosis74

Most common
culture not
needed  

Trichomoniasis75 

Less common
consider other STDs
and send HVS and
endocervical swab for
gonorrhoea and chlamydia     N gonorrhoeae – endocervical bacteriology

Chlamydia – endocervical chlamydia swab

Yellow,
green
frothy

+/– pruritis 

Figure 1 Diagnosis of candida and bacterial vaginosis by symptoms and signs. STDs, sexually transmitted diseases (a Whatman indicator papers
pH 4.0–7.0 narrow range. 7 mm65 m dispenser cat. no. 2600-102A. Available on special order from VWR International (Merck) 0800 22 33 44
£7.98+VAT per reel cat. no. 0080079-91. Whatman website http://www.whatman.plc.uk).
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