Table 1. Canine rabies control programs around the world

Location Period Method References  Comment
ASIA
Singapore 1892 Stray dog elimination, (2) Successful
enforcement of sanitary policy
Japan 1956 vaccination ) First controlled in 1930, eliminated in 1956
Hong Kong 1956 vaccination 3,4) Elimination in 1956, but reintroduced in 1980
Malaysia 1953-56 vaccination (5-8) Successful until civil unrest led to a decline in control
activities in 1970. Sporadic cases have been recorded
since the 3 month outbreak.
Taiwan 1961 vaccination 9) Successful
Philippines (Dumagete, Siquijor, 1964-72 vaccination (10, 11) Re-emergence when coverage dropped, rabies is now
Coastal towns, Negros) (12) endemic across the country
THE AMERICAS
USA 1950-65 vaccination, stray dog 9) Eventually resulted in elimination of domestic dog
elimination and licensing laws rabies throughout the country
Alabama, USA 1937-44 vaccination (13) Small scale success but not enforced in all counties
New York State, USA 1946-48 vaccination (14, 15) Successful, although wildlife rabies is endemic
Memphis, USA 1948 vaccination (16) Successful
Houston, USA 1953-55 vaccination (16) Successful
Phoenix & Maricopa, Arizona, 1962 vaccination a7) Successful
USA
California 1952-57 vaccination (18) Successful, although wildlife rabies is endemic
Santiago, Chile 1962-64 vaccination (29) Carried out to control a serious outbreak
Chile 1960 vaccination (20, 21) Within ten years rabies was reduced to very low levels.
No human deaths since 1990
Greater Buenos Aires, Argentina 1976 vaccination (22) free of dog rabies
Argentina 1977-82 vaccination 9, 22) Nationwide decline in domestic dog rabies
Lima-Callau, Peru 1982 vaccination (22) free of dog rabies, but later reintroduced
Peru 1985 vaccination (23) Reduced levels of canine rabies
Sao Paulo, Brazil 1969 vaccination (22) Successful citywide control
Brazil 1981 vaccination (24) Nationwide decline in domestic dog rabies
Quayaquil, Ecuador 1985-86 vaccination (25) When intensive vaccination campaigns implemented
(26) rabies was controlled
Mexico and the Caribbean 1990s vaccination (22, 27) Dramatic reductions in incidence and human deaths
EUROPE
Scandinavian countries pre 1900  Stray dog elimination, (16) Successful
enforcement of sanitary policy
Prussia 1875 Stray dog elimination, (1) Initial success
enforcement of sanitary policy
UK 1886- Stray dog elimination, (28) Eliminated rabies until an outbreak from 1918-22
1903 enforcement of sanitary policy following WWI. Eradicated through muzzle and leash
restrictions and elimination of strays.
Czechoslovakia 1921-39 vaccination (29) Mass campaigns in Slovakia, Bohemia and Kosice.
Post 1947 dominated by wildlife rabies
Hungary 1935-44 vaccination (30, 31) Early success
Italy 1950-75 vaccination (32) 1 case in northern from ltaly 1957-68, no cases in
central Italy since 1970, since 1977 sylvatic rabies only
Yugoslavia 1946-91 vaccination (32) Successful
Vojvodina 1946-63 vaccination (32) Successful
Malaga, Spain 1975-75 vaccination (33) outbreak controlled through vaccination and stray
elimination
Spain 1950- vaccination (34) no terrestrial cases since 1979, since 1966 no human
1990 cases (except imports)
MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA
Israel 1951 vaccination (35-37) Field trial from late 1951-early 53. Subsequent
implementation of compulsory vaccination and stray
elimination
Tunisia 1982 vaccination (38-41) Vaccine production since 1952. National campaigns

reduced rabies between 1982-87, though large
epidemic occurred after campaign lapsed.
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