
JOURNAL OF BAcTERIOLOGY, Oct. 1992, p. 6571-6579 Vol. 174, No. 20
0021-9193/92V206571-09$02.00/0
Copyright X 1992, American Society for Microbiology

Histidine Biosynthesis Genes in Lactococcus lactis subsp. lactis
CHRISTINE DELORME,* S. DUSKO EHRLICH, AND PIERRE RENAULT

Laboratoire de Genehtique Microbienne, Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique,
78352 Jouy-en-Josas Cedex, France

Received 21 April 1992/Accepted 12 August 1992

The genes ofLactococcus lactis subsp. lactis involved in histidine biosynthesis were cloned and characterized
by complementation of Escherichia coli and Bacilus subtUlis mutants and DNA sequencing. Complementation
of E. coli hisA, hisB, hisC, hisD, hisF, hisG, and hisIE genes and the B. subtilis hisH gene (the E. coli hisC
equivalent) allowed localization of the corresponding lactococcal genes. Nucleotide sequence analysis of the
11.5-kb lactococcal region revealed 14 open reading frames (ORFs), 12 of which might form an operon. The
putative operon includes eight ORFs which encode proteins homologous to enzymes involved in histidine
biosynthesis. The operon also contains (i) an ORF encoding a protein homologous to the histidyl-tRNA
synthetases but lacking a motif implicated in synthetase activity, which suggests that it has a role different from
tRNA aminoacylation, and (ii) an ORF encoding a protein that is homologous to the 3'-aminoglycoside
phosphotransferases but does not confer antibiotic resistance. The remaining ORFs specify products which
have no homology with proteins in the EMBL and GenBank data bases.

The histidine pathway, which requires 11 enzymatic reac-
tions, has been extensively analyzed in Escherichia coli and
Salmonella typhimurium (10, 46). The enzymes are encoded
by only eight genes in these bacteria, since the products of
the hisD, hisB, and hisIE genes are bifunctional. The eight
genes are organized in a single operon, which is regulated by
attenuation (3, 8, 40). The organization of his genes has not
been fully determined in any other organism. In Staphylo-
coccus aureus, six of the genes (hisE, -A, -B, -C, -D, and -G)
are clustered, whereas in Streptomyces coelicolor, five (and
possibly six) genes (hisD, -C, -B, -H, -A, and possibly -F)
form an operon and two (hisIE and hisB) are independent
(30, 36). In Bacillus subtilis, the genes map in two locations,
one grouping seven genes (hisA, -B, -D, -F, -G, -C, and -IE)
and the other containing a single gene (hisH, corresponding
to hisC in E. coli) (11, 18, 25, 37). The hisI gene from a
methanogenic archaebacterium is separated from the other
his genes (6). Some of the his genes in several eukaryotes
have been characterized (29, 33). In Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae, the HIS4 gene encodes a multifunctional enzyme that
catalyzes four steps in the biosynthetic pathway. It contains
three domains homologous to HisI, HisE, and HisD of E.
coli (8). A similar enzyme is found in Candida albicans (1).

In this paper, we report the organization of a cluster of
Lactococcus lactis subsp. lactis genes, encoding eight of the
nine histidine biosynthesis enzymes as well as six other
genes of unknown function. Two of the six other genes
specify proteins homologous to the 3'-aminoglycoside phos-
photransferases (Apha-3') and histidyl-tRNA synthetases,
respectively, but do not appear to possess the corresponding
functions. Products of the four other genes are not homolo-
gous to sequences deposited in data banks. Similar studies of
the L. lactis subsp. lactis genes for tryptophan and
branched-chain amino acid biosynthesis are reported in the
accompanying papers (4, 23).

* Corresponding author.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Bacterial strains, plasmids, and media. The bacterial

strains and plasmids used are described in Table 1. B.
subtilis IL4013 was constructed by replacing the hisH gene
of the restrictionless strain MT119 with the hisH gene
lacking an internal 339-bp segment, carried on plasmid
pHHD (25). Media and growth conditions are described in an
accompanying report (4).
Molecular cloning and DNA manipulations. Molecular

cloning and DNA manipulations are described in an accom-
panying report (4). The 3' end of the his cluster was isolated
by inverse polymerase chain reaction, using oligonucleotides
CATCTGCACACTGTTCTTCATAT and TCAATTCCAT
TAACCT'TGGTGG, which are complementary to nucleo-
tides 8757 to 8780 and 8863 to 8886, respectively, of the
reported sequence. Annealing (1 min at 50°C) and elongation
(3 min at 70°C) were carried out on a Perkin Elmer Cetus
Gene Amp PCR System 9600.
DNA sequence analysis. Nested deletions were produced

by action of DNase I on pBluescript (pBS) plasmids contain-
ing the fragments to be sequenced. DNA sequence analysis
is described in reference 4. Rearrangements were observed
on certain clones during production of single-stranded DNA.
These clones were sequenced by the standard manual
dideoxynucleotide technique with the Sequenase kit (Strat-
agene). The reported sequence was determined on both
strands.

RESULTS
Cloning of the his region. Total DNA prepared from L.

lactis subsp. lactis NCDO2118 was partially digested with
endonuclease Sau3A to produce fragments with an average
size of 10 kb. Twenty micrograms of fragments was ligated
to 10 jig of pIL253 DNA cleaved with BamHI at a final DNA
concentration of 500 ,ug/ml and used to transform B. subtilis
IL4013, which lacks histidinol phosphate aminotransferase
activity, to histidine prototrophy and Emr. Seventy-two
His' and Emr transformants were obtained, and the plasmid
contents of two clones were analyzed. Two different plas-
mids, named pIL378 and pIL381, carrying inserts of 9 and
3.6 kb, respectively, were detected.
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TABLE 1. Strains and plasmids

Strain or plasmid Characteristics Reference(s) or source

Strains
L. lactis subsp. lactis

IL1403 13
NCDO2118 Isolated from frozen peas National Collection of Dairy Organisms

B. subtilis
MT119 leuB6 trpC2 r- Bacillus Genetic Stock Center
IL4013 hisH trpC2 leuB6 r- m- This work
BC399 hisAl argC4 metDl phe-1 V. Sgaramella

E. coli
TG1 supE thi A(lac-proAB) hsdD5(F'`traD36proAB lacI 22a

ZAM15)
Hfr G6 hisA323 A- E. coli Genetic Stock Center
SB3930 hisB463 A- 22
UTH780 hisC780 maL41 (T) xyl-5 mtl-i rpsL145 A- 22, 24
WB353 A(his-gnd) X- 5, 33
SB3931 hisF860 ara-14 galK2 maU41 xyl-5 mtl-l rpsL145 Ar 24

X- supE44?
JC411 leuB6fhuA2 lacYl supE44 gal-6 hisGi rfbDl? 31

galP63? argG6 rpsL104 malTi Ar xyl-7 mtl-2
metBl

UTH903 hisI903 malA1 X xyl-5 mtl-i rpsL145 A- 22, 24
Plasmids

pIL253 Emr L. lactis high-copy-number vector 41
pBS Amp' M13 ori pBR322 oni plasmid for sequencing Stratagene
pHHD trpBA AhisH3 tyrA Cmr D. J. Henner
pIL378 9-kb Sau3A segment of L. lactis DNA in pIL253 This work
pIL381 3.6-kb Sau3A segment of L. lactis DNA in pIL253 This work
pIL700 9-kb SacI segment from pIL378 in pBS This work
pIL701 3-kb insert derived from pIL700 by spontaneous This work

deletion
pIL704 2.2-kb EcoRI segment from pIL378 in pBS This work
pIL708 3.1-kb EcoRI segment from pIL378 in pBS This work
pIL710 1.2-kb EcoRI-XbaI segment from pIL708 in pBS This work
pIL712 1.9-kb EcoRI-XbaI segment from pIL708 in pBS This work
pIL716 2.3-kb HindII PCR segment in pBS This work
pIL717 1.6-kb HindII-AsuII segment from pIL700 in pBS This work

DNA sequence analysis (reported below) indicated that
the his genes might form an operon but that the 3' end of the
putative operon was not present in pIL378. Inverse polymer-
ase chain reaction was used to isolate this end. For this
purpose, chromosomal DNA was cut with HindIII and
ligated at a concentration of 10 ,g/ml. For amplification, 0.2
to 1 ,ug ofDNA was used with primers complementary to the
sequenced region (see Materials and Methods). A 2.3-kb
HindIII fragment was thus obtained and was cloned in pBS,
yielding plasmid pIL716 (Table 1; Fig. 1).

Complementation experiments. The 9-kb insert carried by
pIL378 was subcloned in pBS as indicated in Fig. 1. The
resulting plasmids and pIL716 were used to complement
various B. subtilis and E. coli his mutants. Seven genes
involved in histidine biosynthesis were thus detected, orga-
nized in the following order: hisC, -G, -D, -B, -A, -F, and -IE
(Fig. 1). However, the complementation pattern is not fully
understood and probably depends on the presence of ade-
quate promoters on the segment tested and/or appropriate
interaction of the gene products with the host proteins. L.
lactis subsp. lactis genes for branched-chain amino acid
synthesis also gave inconsistent complementation in B.
subtilis and E. coli (23).

Nucleotide sequence of the his region. The complete nucle-
otide sequence of a 11,160-bp region was determined (Fig.
2). Analysis of this sequence revealed the presence of 14
open reading frames (ORFs) (Fig. 1 and 2). The 5' ends of the

first and the last ORFs (ORFi and ORF14, respectively)
were not sequenced. All of the fully sequenced ORFs are
preceded by a typical ribosome binding site, complementary
to the 3' end of the L. lactis subsp. lactis 16S RNA
(UUUUCCUCC) (17). All ORFs except the last one
(ORF14) are transcribed in the same direction. ORF1 is
separated from ORF2 by 442 bp, whereas the following
ORFs either overlap or are separated by less than 53 bp.
Assignment of the ORFs. The sequences of the proteins

encoded by the ORFs were compared with those in the
GenBank and EMBL data bases, using the FASTA and
CITI2 softwares. Significant homologies (23 to 46.5% iden-
tity) have been found for 10 ORFs but not for ORF1, ORF6,
ORF13, and ORF14. Eight ORFs encode proteins homolo-
gous to enzymes involved in histidine biosynthesis and were
named according to the corresponding E. coli genes (Table
2). All proteins are of a size close to that of the E. coli
counterparts except for the product of hisB, which has
46.5% identity with the carboxy-terminal region of the E.
coli HisB protein. The product of ORF3 is homologous (23%
identity) to the histidyl-tRNA synthetase (hisS) of E. coli but
lacks about 150 carboxy-terminal amino acids (21). The
product of ORF8 is homologous (28% identity) to the
Apha-3' enzymes from various microorganisms and contains
typical motifs present in these enzymes (26, 32, 43).

Transcription signals. A putative promoter (TTGACTN17
TATAAT), showing homology with the consensus of the
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FIG. 1. Histidine region ofL. lactis subsp. lactis NCDO2118. (A) Segments used for complementation. Numbers identify the plasmids that
carry the segments. Plasmid constructs are described in Table 1. (B) Complementation experiments with B. subtilis and E. coli mutants listed
in Table 1. Symbols indicate bacterial growth (+) or lack of growth (-) on a medium without histidine or supplemented with histidinol for
hisD mutants. (C) Organization of the his region as deduced from sequence results.

lactococcal promoter (TTGACAN18TATAAT) (17), is
present 340 nucleotides upstream of ORF2. A rho-indepen-
dent transcription terminator-like structure is present be-
tween the two last ORFs (Fig. 2). No terminator structure
was found between ORF1 and hisC in strain NCDO2118.
However, the corresponding region of another strain of L.
lactis subsp. lactis, IL1403, was also sequenced and found to
be 97% homologous to that of NCDO2118. The nucleotide
sequence of IL1403 contains a palindrome capable of form-
ing a stem-and-loop structure upstream of hisC and the
putative promoter (Fig. 2). This structure might possibly act
as a terminator of transcription of ORFE.

DISCUSSION
We isolated a cluster of genes involved in histidine bio-

synthesis in L. lactis subsp. lactis NCDO2118. Complemen-
tation studies in B. subtilis and E. coli indicated that at least
seven his genes (hisC, -G, -D, -B, -A, -F, and -IE) are present
within an 11-kb region. Sequence analysis of the region
showed the existence of 14 ORFs, 8 of which are signifi-
cantly homologous to his genes from various microorgan-
isms. An additional his gene, hisH, was thus revealed. This
finding indicates that all genes required for histidine biosyn-
thesis except one, encoding histidinol phosphate phos-
phatase, are present in a single cluster in L. lactis subsp.
lactis. In E. coli, the phosphatase activity is encoded by the
hisB gene, which also codes for the imidazole-glycerol
phosphate dehydratase. The resulting HisB protein is a
bifunctional enzyme, with N-terminal phosphatase and
C-terminal dehydratase domains (12). The L. lactis subsp.
lactis hisB gene product is homologous to the C-terminal
domain of the HisB protein only, and none of the other
ORFs of the cluster codes for a product homologous with its
N-terminal domain. This finding suggests that the phos-
phatase gene is located elsewhere in the L. lactis subsp.
lactis chromosome. Alternatively, one of the ORFs encoding

a protein which is not homologous to the E. coli phosphatase
might dephosphorylate histidinol phosphate (see below).
Two different genes, mapping in different regions, code for
the phosphatase and dehydratase in several other microor-
ganisms, such as S. cerevisiae, S. coelicolor, and Azospiril-
lum brasilense (42, 30, 20). For instance, HIS2 and HIS3
genes, which encode the phosphatase and dehydratase,
respectively, map on chromosome R6 and chromosome R15
of S. cerevisiae (7). Genes encoding the dehydratase in S.
coelicolor andA. brasilense have been sequenced and found
not to code for the phosphatase (30, 20).
The eight his genes are part of a cluster of 12 ORFs that is

preceded by a typical L. lactis subsp. lactis promoter
consensus sequence (TTGACIN17TATAAT) and followed
by a rho-independent transcription terminator-like structure.
This finding suggests that the 12 ORFs may form an operon.
ORF1, which is upstream of the putative promoter, is
probably not a part of this operon, since it is rather distant
(442 bp) from the next ORF, hisC, and is separated from the
hisC promoter by a terminator-like structure in L. lactis
subsp. lactis IL1403. This terminator is absent in strain
NCDO2118 as a result of a 31-bp deletion which is a
consequence of recombination between 6-bp direct repeats
(Fig. 2). ORF14 is transcribed in the opposite direction from
the other ORFs and is therefore not part of the operon.
Four ORFs of the postulated L. lactis subsp. lactis his

operon encode- products which have no apparent function in
histidine biosynthesis. Two of them (ORF6 and ORF13)
code for products which have no significant homology with
the proteins present in the available data bases. In contrast,
the product ofORF8 is homologous to the Apha-3' enzymes,
which inactivate aminoside antibiotics (43). Nevertheless,
the presence of ORF8 under the control of Pla, in E. coli
failed to confer aminoglycoside resistance (kanamycin, to-
bramycin, butirosin, lividomycin, neomycin, dibekacin, ami-
kacin, gentamicin, streptomycin, and spectinomycin were

A
B. subtlis
pIL378
pIL381

E. coil
plL7WO c
plL701
ptL704
pIL708
pIL710
pIL712
plL716
pIL717

,I

+

I
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N S D S H Q A I N F F A D E I K G T S S E K A L T Y Q L R H T M S T A V Y S E K
GAATTCAGATTCTCATCAAGCCATTAATTTCTTTGCTGATGAAATTAAkAGGAACAAGTTCTGAAAAGGCATTGACTTATCAACTTCGACATACGATGTCAACAGCGGTTTACTCTGAAAA 12 0

. . .. orfl

N T K H F G L A A T N Y T H F T S P I R R Y P G F N H P S F I A F I S S D H S N
AAATACAAAACATTTTGGGCTCGCAGCGACTAACTATACGCATTTCACAAGCCCAATTAGACGTTATCCTGGATTTAATCATCCATCGTTTATTGCATTTATATCCTCTGACCATTCTAA 24 0

R T K D E W K E R L P E I A S H S S D M E H R A V V T E R I I D A M K K A E Y M
CCGTACTAAAGACGAGTGGAAAGAACGTTTACCTGAAATTGCTAGCCATTCTTCTGATATGGAACACCGTGCGGTCGTCACTGAACGAAT TATTGATGCAATGAAAAAAGCAGAATATAT 36 0

S E R I G E V Y T G T I T G L Q K F G I F V A L D N T V E G L I R V P N L H T G
GTCAGAGCGGATTGGAGAAGTTTACACTGGTACAATTACAGGCCTACAAAAATTTGGAATCTTTGTTGCATTAGATAATACAGTTGAAGGTTTAATTCGTGTACCTAATTTACATACTGG 48 0

T T E E L E F D E E A S I F T G K K S E T V Y Q I G Q E I K I R V I A A N K R K
GACTACGGAAGAACTTGAATTTGATGAAGAAGCAAGTAT TTTTACAGGAAAAAAATCAGAAACAGTCTATCAAATAGGACAAGAAATAAAAATTCGTGTTATTGCTGCTAATAAACGAAA 60 0

G T V D F E 0 I A P E * tattcgagtaaaat
AGGAACAGTTGATTTTGAACAAATTGCTCCTGAATAAATCCAGTCTACTATTATGTCGAATAAATAAAGGACTAATAAGATAAATTAAACTATTGAAATTTAAA i X####t720

accaltatttactg
#U ### U###t#ATTTT|TATTATGCTAAATAACAACATAGATATTTTATTAAAATAAATGTTGACTTTTAAAAACATAAGTATTATAATTCAGATAATTAAGAATTGACAAACAAG 840

->T1<------------- ------ ------

-35 -10
AGATGAAAGAGTAGTCTTAGGTATCAGTTGAGAGAGCCTTGTTGCTGAGAAAAGGTCTGATAATGGGATGAACCACACTCATCGCTATCTTACTCACATTATTATGTGAGCGTTAGCTGC 96 0

GTTAATGCTAAGTTGTTATAACTTACCGAGGTCACTTTTGTGAAAAGGTGATAAATTAAGGTGGAACCACGATTAAAACCGTCCTTTAAGCCAAGTGCTTTTAGGCGTTTTTTTATATTA 108 0

M S W Q N N S G S K S L Y W Q V K Q P E L T G M I K L N T N E
TCTTTCTATTCTCGAAGAAACTATGAGTTGGCAAAATAACTCGGGCAGTAAGTCCCTATATTGGCAGGTGAAACAACCTGAACTTACTGGCATGATCAAATTAAACACTAACGAA 120 0

RBS hisC ->

N P Y P P T S V A Q L F N E R Y K T K N L R L Y P S T D A K S L R K K L A E Y H
AATCCATATCCGCCCACTAGTGTAGCTCAATTATTTAATGAACGTTATAAGACAAAAAATTTGCGTCTTTACCCAAGTACTGACGCGAAAAGTTTAAGAAAAAAATTGGCCGAATATCAT 1320

H L E V E Q V F I G N G S D E V L S L S F L T F F N S Q S P L L M P D I T Y S F
CATTTAGAAGTTGAACAGGTTTTTATTGGAAATGGCTCTGACGAAGTTTTGTCACTTAGTTTTCTGACTTTTTTTAATAGTCAAAGCCCTTTATTAATGCCTGACATTACTTATTCTTTT 144 0

Y P I Y C E L Y R I P F Q K V P V D D D F K V S I K D Y C I E N G G I V I A N P
TACCCTATTTATTGCGAACTCTATCGAATTCCTTTTCAAAAAGTTCCTGTGGATGATGATTTTAAAGTTTCAATAAAAGATTATTGTATTGAAAATGGTGGAATTGTGATTGCAAATCCT 156 0

N A P T A L A L N L K D I E E I L K K N Q N S I V L I D E A Y I D F G G E T C L
AATGCTCCAACGGCTTTGGCGCTAAATCTTAAAGATATAGAAGAAATTCTGAAAAAAAATCAAAACTCAATTGTCTTGATTGATGAAGCCTATATTGATTTTGGCGGTGAAACATGTCTT 168 0

P L L K K Y D N L V V V Q T F S K S R S L A G I R L G V A Y G S A E A I S H L Y
CCTTTGCTTAAAAAATACGATAATTTAGTAGTGGTTCAAACTTTTTCTAAATCACGGAGTTTGGCAGGAATTCGTTTGGGTGTAGCTTATGGCTCTGCTGAAGCAATTTCTCATTTGTAT 180 0

D V K N S F N S Y P I D S L A Q I I G E A S L M D E H Y F Q K N I Q K I I K T R
GATGTGAAAAATTCATTTAATTCCTATCCAATTGATAGTTTGGCACAAATTATTGGAGAAGCAAGTTTAATGGATGAACATTATTTTCAAAAAAACATTCAGAAAATCATTAAGACAAGA 192 0

E V F K D N L V N L G F E V T D S K A N F V F V H H P K V K A E D L F K A L Y E
GAAGTTTTTAAAGATAATCTGGTTAATTTAGGATTTGAAGTGACTGATTCAAAGGCTAACTTTGTTTTTGTTCATCATCCAAAAGTAAAAGCAGAAGACCTTTTTAAGGCGCTTTATGAG 2 04 0

A K I I V R H W N Q P R I D D W L R I T I G T N K E M N K V I E F L K G Y L K K
GCAAAAATTATTGTCAGGCATTGGAATCAACCACGGATTGATGATTGGTTACGGATAACTATTGGAACTAATAAAGAAATGAACAAAGTGATTGAATTTTTAAAAGGCTATTTAAAAAAG 216 0

M E K I N Y L L P E E S A E M T L N Q V K S L R Q I E G R L R K L F
N E E I D E W K K -

,A&TQGaXATTGACGAATGGAAAAAATAAATTATCTGCTTCCTGAAGAATCGGCAGAAATGACCTTGAATCAAGTTAAAAGTCTACGGCAGATAGAAGGGCGTTTAAGAAAAT TATTTA 228 0
RBS orf3 ->

S L K N Y Q E V M P P S F E Y T Q L Y T A L E S N G K T F N Q E K M F Q F I N H
GCTTGAAAAATTATCAGGAAGTCATGCCCCCAAGCTTTGAATATACACAACTCTATACAGCACTTGAAAGTAATGGAAAAACTTTTAATCAAGAAAAAATGTTTCAGTTTATCAATCATG 2 40 0

E G Q S I T L R Y D F T L P L V R L Y S Q I K D S T S A R Y S Y F G K I F R K E
AGGGACAATCAATTACACTTCGTTATGATTTT ACACTTCCTTTAGTTAGACTCTATTCGCAAATCAAGGATTCTACTAGTGCCCGTTATTCATATTTTGGAAAAATATTTAGAAAAGAAA 25S2 0

K R H K G R S T E N Y Q I G I E L F G E S A D K S E L E I L S L A L Q V I E Q L
AACGGCATAAAGGTCGTTCAACGGAAAATTATCAGATTGGTATTGAACTTTTTGGTGAATCAGCCGATAAGTCAGAATTAGAAATTCTTAGTTTAGCCCTTCAAGTGATTGAACAGTTAG 2 64 0

G L N K T V F E I G S A K F F Q R L C H L A D G S T E L L T E L L L K K D L S G
GTTTGAATAAAACGGTCTTTGAAATAGGCTCAGCAAAATTTTTTCAACGTTTATGTCATTTAGCTGACGGTTCAACAGAGTTACTTACAGAACTTTTACTCAAGAAAGATTTGAGTGGTC 2 76 0

L N A F I E K N N F S K E L R E L L K E I F I T N E L S R L E N L V T N T K D D
TTAATGCTTTTATCGAAAAATAATTTTTCTAAGGAATTAAGAGAACTTTTGAAAGAAATATTTATTACTAATGAGTTATCAAGGTTGGAAAATTTAGTGACAAATACAAAAGATGATG 2 88 0

V L I S S F D Q L K E F S E K L S M I K P I I I D L G M V P K M D Y Y T D L M F
TGCTCATTTCTTCCTTTGATCAGCTCAAAGAATTTTCAGAGAAACTTTCAATGATTAAACCGATTATCATTGATTTGGGAATGGTTCCTAAAATGGATTATTATACTGAT TTAATGTTTA 300 0

K A Y S S A A NH P I L S G G R Y D Q L L S N F Q E E A V A I G F C C H M D T I
AAGCTTACAGTTCAGCAGCGAATCAACCTATTTTATCAGGTGGAAGATATGACCAACTATTAAGTAAT TTTCAAGAAGAGGCGGTTGCCATTGGTTTTTGTTGTCATATGGATACTATTT 312 0

M I K I A I T K G R I Q K Q V T K L L E N A D Y D V E P
L K A L E R Q E L E E D N D *

TAAAGGCACTGGAAAGACAAGAATTGG&CaGAAGACAATGATTAAAATTGCCATAACTAAAGGTCGAATCCAAAAACAAGTCACCAAACTTTTAGAAAATGCGGACTATGATGTTGAACCA 33240
RBS hisG ->

I L N L G R E L Q I K T K D D L Q I I F G K A N D V I *T F L E H G I V D I G F V
ATTCTAAATCTAGGACGTGAATTACAAATTAAAACGAAAGATGATTTACAAATCATTTTTGGAAAAGCTAATGATGTCATTACTTTTTTAGAACATGGAATTGTTGATATTGGCTTTGTT 3 360

G K D T L D E N D F D D Y Y E L L D L K I G Q C I F A L A S Y P D F S N K N F Q
GGTAAAGATACGCTTGATGAAAATGATTTTGATGATTATTATGAATTATTGGATTTAAAAATTGGGCAGTGTATTTTTGCCCTTGCTTCCTATCCTGACTTTTCAAATAAAAATTTTCAA 3 48 0

FIG. 2. Nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequences of the L. lactis subsp. lactis NCDO2118 histidine region. Numbers at the right refer
to nucleotides. Gene names are indicated at the beginning of each amino acid sequence. The -35 and -10 boxes of the putative promoter
and the potential ribosome binding sites (RBS) of each ORF are underlined by dashed and solid lines, respectively. Stop codons are indicated
by asterisks. Putative transcription terminators (Ti and T2) are indicated by arrows. Nucleotides between positions 703 and 735 (#) are
missing in strain NCDO2118 but are present in strain IL1403. The 6 bp flanking the 31-bp deletion on NCDO2118 are boxed.
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R R K R I A S K Y P R V T K K Y F A Q K Q E D I E I I K L E G S V E L G P V V G
AGACGTAAACGAATTGCTTCAAAATATCCAAGAGTGACAAAAAAATATTTTGCTCAAAAGCAAGAAGATATTGAAATTATCAAGTTGGAAGGTTCTGTTGAGCTTGGACCAGTTGTTGGT 3600

L A D A I V D I V E T G N T L S A N G L E V I E K I S D I S T R M I V N K S S F
TTAGCTGATGCA.ATTGTTGACATTGTCGAAACAGGAAATACTTTATCTGCAAATGGTTTAGAGGTCATTGAAAAAATCAGTGACATTTCAACACGGATGATTGTCAATAAATCTAGTTTC 3720

M L K Q I D Y Q G K L E E I A E K F Q G R K T E V
K F K K D K IlIENM V E R L ED A Q T N *

AAATTTAAAAAAGATAAAATTATAGAAATGGTGGAGAGGTTAGAAGATGCTCAAACAAATTGATTATCAAGGAAAGCTTGAAGAAATTGCTGAAAAATTTCAAGGTCGAAAAACAGAAGT 3840
RBS hisD ->

S K E V N K T VQ Q I V A D I Q K N G D T A L F N Y A K K F D G Y D V N T S N L
ATCAAAAGAAGTTAATAAAACTGTTCAACAGATTGTAGCAGACATTCAAAAAAATGGAGATACTGCCTTATTTAACTATGCCAAAAAGTTCGACGGTTATGATGTGAATACTAGTAATTT 3960

L V T R M E R E A G L E Q I D E D Y F R I L R R T K S Q I E E F H K H Q L G N S
ACTGGTCACGCGCATGGAACGTGAAGCAGGACTAGAACAAATTGATGAGGATTATTTTAGAATTCTTAGACGCACCAAATCACAAATCGAAGAATTTCATAAGCACCAACTGGGAAATTC 40480

W N I F K E N G V I M G Q I A R P L E R V A L Y V P G G T A A Y P S T V I M N A
ATGGAATATTTTTAAGGAAAATGGTGTTATCATGGGACAAATTGCGCGTCCTCTGGAACGTGTTGCTCTCTATGTTCCCGGAGGAACGGCTGCATATCCCTCAACAGTCATTATGAATGC 4100

V P A L L A G V K E I I M I T P V K A D G K V N P N I L A A A E V C G I E T I Y
TGTTCCAGCGCTTTTAGCAGGCGTCAAAGAAATTATTATGATTACTCCAGTTAAAGCTGATGGAAAAGTAAATCCAAATATTTTAGCAGCTGCTGAAGTTTGTGGAATAGAAACAATCTA 44320

K V G G A Q G V A A V A Y G T E S I P K V D K I V G P G N I F V A T A K K I C Y
TAAGGTGGGTGGAGCACAAGGCGTTGCTGCCGTTGCGTATGGGACAGAATCTATTCCCAAAGTTGATAAGATTGTCGGACCCGGAAATATTTTTGTGGCTACAGCTAAGAAAATCTGTTA 4440

G V V D I D M I A G P S E V L V I A D K T A K P K Y I A A D L M A Q A E H D K L
TGGGGTGGTAGATATTGATATGATAGCCGGTCCGTCAGAAGTTCTAGTTATTGCTGACAAAACTGCCAAGCCAAAATATATCGCTGCTGATTTAATGGCGCAAGCAGAACATGATAAACT 4560

A S A I L V T T S E K L V Q Q V D E E L N R Q V Q N L E R R E I I E S S I R N Y
TGCGTCAGCGATTCTAGTGACGACTTCTGAAAAACTTGTTCAACAAGTAGATGAGGAATTAAATAGACAAGTTCAAAATTTGGAACGTCGTGAAATCATTGAAAGTTCCATCAGGAATTA 4680

G G A I V V K N I D D A F D V S N Q L A P E H L E V L T S E P L T Q L P K I K N
CGGTGGAGCCATTGTTGTAAAAAATATTGATGATGCCTTTGATGTTTCCAATCAGCTGGCTCCAGAACATTTAGAAGTTTTGACTAGTGAACCTTTAACCCAACTTCCAAAAATCAAAAA 44800

A G S I F I G E Y T P E P L G D Y M S G S N H V L P T G G T A K F Y S G L G V Y
TGCTGGCTCAATTTTTATTGGAGAGTATACGCCAGAACCGTTAGGCGACTATATGTCAGGAAGCAATCATGTCTTACCAACTGGAGGAACAGCCAAATTTTACTCTGGTTTGGGTGTTTA 4920

N F I K Y L T Y S Y Y P K E V L A D F K E D V E T F A K S E G L T A H A N S I S
TA.ATTTTATAAAATATTTGACTTATAGCTATTATCCTAAAGAAGTTTTGGCTGACTTTAAAGAGGATGTTGAGACATTTGCAAAATCAGAAGGATTGACGGCTCATGCTA.ACTCAATTTC 50540

V R F D E M * M D F K I L N K K N S R E K N M
TGTGAGATTTGATGAAATGTAATACTTGAGACAAGATTTTCAAAATTTATTGGTCAAGGCGTGAGGAGCCACATGGATTTTAAAATATTGAATAAGAAAAATAGTAGGGAGAAAAACATG 5160

RBS orff6 ->

T K Q E N Y Y A E V F E K P W G R M F Y D L L F P Q L L P N L T K D S K I L S F
ACAAAACAAGAAAATTATTACGCAGAAGTTTTCGAAAAACCATGGGGTCGGATGTTCTATGACTTACTTTTTCCACAGCTCCTACCAAATTTGACAAAAGATTCAAAAATTCTGAGTTTC 5280

G S G F G R T E T F L EE Q G F E V T G Y E P D V E K L E M M S D Q T F R Q L T
GGCTCTGGATTTGGACGGACGGAAACATTTTTGGAGGAACAGGGATTTGAAGTCACGGGCTATGAGCCTGATGTAGAAAAGCTCGAGATGATGTCTGACCAAACTTTTCGTCAGTTGACA 5400

G T F D D F A E T V K N E R Y D V I L I H N V L E Y V L D R K V V L E L L L S L
GGAACTTTTGACGACTTTGCAGAAACTGTTAAAA,ATGAGCGTTACGACGTGATTCTCATTCACAATGTTTTAGAATACGTCCTTGACCGAAAAGTCGTG-TTGGAATTACTCTTGTCACTT 5520

L TD G G T L S I V K N S KY G SNM I ENM A A G R D H P Q A A L D V Y EN E A V
TTGACAGATGGCGGCACGCTTTCTATTGTCAAGCACAGTAAGTACGGTAGCATGATAGAAATGGCAGCAGGACGTGATAATCCGCAGGCAGCGCTTGATGTTTATGAA.ASATGAAGCTGTC 5640

A S H N H G D I L V Y D D D W L T D F V A N Y K L K L Q E K F G I R H F Y G I S
GCTTCTCACAACCACGGCGATATCCTAGTTTATGACGATGATTGGCTGACAGATTTTGTGGCAAATTACAAACTGAAACTCCAAGAAAAATTTGGAATTCGTCATTT"TTACGGTATTTCA 5760

Q HA ElI K ElT E N Y Q PH LKLE5KVAKDQL YP V R H L0CAAAACGCAGAAATCAAAGAAACAGAGAACTGGTATCAACCCATGCTTAAGTTAGAGCAAAAAGTAGCGAAAGACCAAkACGCTGTATCCAGTCGCACGATTACATCATTTGATATTTAAA 5880

M T R I S H I T R N T K E T Q I E L S I N L D G T G Q A D I S T G
K I KE N L L *

AAAACTAAGCAGAATCTGTTATGACACGCATATCACACATCACGCGTAATACCAAAGAAACACAAATCGAACTTTCCATCAATCTTGACGGCACAGGTCAAGCGGACATTAGTACAGGTA 6000
RBS hisB ->

I G F L D H M L T L L T F H S D F D L K I I G H G D H E T V G M D P H H L I E D
TTGGTTTTCTCGACCACATGCTGACACTTCTCACCTTTCACAGCGATTTTGACTTAAAAATCATAGGACATGGGGATCATGAAACAGTAGGGATGGACCCGCACCATCTCATTGAAGATG 6120

V A I A L G K C I S E D L G H K L G I R R Y G S F11 P M D E AL V I C D L D I
TTGCGATTGCTCTTGGCAAATGTATCAGCGAAGATTTAGGTAATAAGCTCGGTATTCGACGTTATGGAAGTTTTACCATTCCAATGGATGAAGCTTTGGTGACTTGTGATTTAGATATTA 6240

S G R P Y L V F H A D L S G N Q K L G G Y D T E M T E E F F R A L A F N A G I T
GTGGACGACCTTATTTGGTATTTCATGCTGATTTATCAGGAAATCAAAAACTTGGTGGCTATGATACAGAAATGACTGAAGAATTTTTTCGTGCCCTTGCTTTTAATGCTGGGATTACGT 6360

LHL NL ENH Y G Q NITH N I I E G M F K S T AR A L K Q A V SI D ES K V G E I
TACATCTGAACGAACATTATGGGCAAAATACGCATCATATTATTGAAGGCATGTTTAAATCTACAGCAAGAGCGCTAAAACAAGCTGTAAGTATTGATGAATCGAA.AGTTGGAGAAATAC 6480

M T N L K E L R I N I E K F P E A L H N T L K D A K I Y D S S S S P
P S SKG V L *

CGAGCAGTAAG_Ghg&TGTTATGACTAATCTAAAAGAATTAAGAATTAATATTGAGAAATTTCCTGAAGCACTTCACAATACGCTAAAAGATGCAAAAATATATGATAGCAGTTCCTCTCC 6600
RBS orf8 ->

E A Q V L F I D K K D G Y Y L K I A S S K T L E R E A E M T A Y F Q K K K L G L
TGAAGCTCAAGTGTTATTCATTGATAAAAAAGATGGCTATTATTTAAAAATAGCTTCATCAAAAACTTTAGAGCGAGAAGCTGAAATGACTGCTTATTTTCAAAAGAAAAAGTTAGGTTT 6720

G Y I S Y L S D
Q S Q D F L L K K K I Q G E N Y L A KGQ Y L NHN P K R L CD H L

AGGATATATTTCTTATTTATCAGACCAGTCACAGGATTTTTTACTCAAGAAAAAAATTCAAGGAGAAAATTATTTGGCTAAACAATATCTTAATAATCCGAAACGTCTGTGTGATAATCT 6840

FIG.- 2 otinueI7d.
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A E N L R F L H EQ N F E D C P I L D H S E R Y L K K V E K N A S I N N S N L D
TGCTGAAAATCTACGATTTCTTCATGAACAAAATTTTGAGGATTGTCCCATIATTAGACCATTCTGAACGTTATCTGAAAAAAGTCGAAAAGAACGCAAGTATAAATAATTCAAATCTAGA 66960

F V N N Y N I R T T E E A Y D Y I E N K K L L L R N D T L L H G D Y C L P N I I
TTTTGTCAATAATTATAATATCCGAACAACAGAAGAAGCTTATGATTATATAGAAAATAAAAAATTGCTATTAAGGAATGATACGCTTTTACATGGAGATTATTGTTTACCAAATATAAT 77080

L D N W K F K G F I D L D C A G V G D R H I D L F W G A W T L N F N I G T D O Y
CCTAGACAATTGGAAGTTCAAAGGTTTTATTGATTTGGATTGTGCAGGTGTTGGCGACCGACATATTGACCTCTTTTGGGGTGCATGGACGCTTAATTTTAATATTGGTACTGATCAATA 77200

R D R F F D A Y G R D R I D V D R L K L V G C C E V F G *
TCGTGACCGATTTTTTGATGCTTATGGTCGGGATAGAATCGATGTTGATCGTTTGAAATTGGTTGGCTGCTGTGAGGTTTTTGGTTAAATTGAATTTTAGTATATTTTGATATTGzAAGG 7 32 0

RBS

M K K I V I I D Y N I G N L Q S V Q A A F L R L G Q E T V I S R D L E E I R
AUCATTATGAAAAAAATTGTTATCATCGACTACAATATTGGAAATCTTCAAAGTGTACAGGCCGCATTTTTACGATTGGGGCAAGAAACAGTGATTTCAAGAGATTTAGAGGAAATTCGT 7 44 0

hissH ->

K A D A L I L P G V G A F P T A M N N L K K F N L I E L I Q E R A A A G I P I L
AAAGCAGATGCACTTATTCTTCCAGGAGTTGoGGCTTTTCCTACAGCAATGAATAATTTAAAAAAGTTTAATTTGATTGAACTTATACAAGAACGAGCTGCTGCTGGAAT ACCAATATTG 7560

G I C L G M Q V L F E K G Y E I E E R Q G L G L L K G E V I P I K T N E K I P H
GGAATTTGTTTAGGGATGCAAGTGCTTTTTGAAAAAGGATACGAGATAGAAGAAAGACAAGGTCTTGGACTTTTAAAGGGTGAGGTAATTCCAATCAAAACTAATGAGAAAATTCCGCAT 7 68 0

M G W N Q L N L A K T S P T T H Y L S G N D E V Y F V H S Y Q A T C P D D E L I
ATGGGATGGAATCAATTAAACCTGGCTAAAACCAGTCCAACAACTCATTATTTGTCTGGTAATGATGAGGTCTATTTTGTCCATTCTTATCAGGCGACTTGTCCTGATGATGAACTCATT 77800

A Y T T Y G E V K I P A I V G K N N V I G C Q F H P E K S G E I G R K I L K A F
GCCTACACCACTTATGGCGAAGTAAAAkATTCCGGCAATTGTTGGAAAAAATAATGTGATAGGCTGTCAATTTCACCCTGAAAAGAGTGGAGAAATTGGCAGAAAGATACTAAAAGCATTC 7920

L E E I * M K I I P A I D L Q N G E A V R L Y K G D Y D K K T V Y S K N P L E I
TTQ;AMAAATTTAAATGAAGATTATTCCAGCAATTGATTTGCAAAATGGTGAAGCCGTGCGTCTCTACAAAGGAGATTATGATAAGAAAACGGTCTATTCAAAAAATCCCCTTGAATT 88040

RBS hisA ->

A Q K F E R M G A T D L H L V D L D G A K I G Q T R N L E L V R K I K D E T R L
GCTCAAAAATTTGAAAGAATGGGAGCGACTGACCTCCATTTGGTTGATTTAGATGGTGCTAAGATAGGACAAACTCGTAATTTAGAGCTTGTGCGAAAAATAAAAGATGAAACAAGATTG 816 0

K I E I G G G I R D F D T V R M Y L E Q I G V E R V I L G T A A V E K P D F L K
AAAATCGAAATTGGTGGTGGAATTAGAGATTTCGATACAGTTAGAATGTATCTTGAACAAATTGGTGTGGAACGAGTGATTTTAGGAACCGCAGCGGTAGAAAAGCCTGATTTTCTTAAG 88280

E L L I K Y G P S R I V V G V D I R E G F V S T S G W L E K T S L P Y L S F L K
GAATTATTAATTAAATATGGTCCAAGCAGAATCGTTGTTGGAGTTGATATTAGAGAGGGTTTTGTATCAACAAGTGGTTGGTTAGAAAAAACAAGTCTTCCTTACCTGTCATTTTTAAAA 8 40 0

K L E R I G V K T T I I T D I S K D G T L T G P N F K L Y D E I S K E N S L N V
AAATTAGAGAGAATAGGGGTTAAAACCACTATTATTACTGATATCTCCAAAGACGGAACACTGACAGGTCCAAATTTTAAACTTTATGATGAAAT TTCAAAGGAAAwATTCCCTAAACGTG 8 52 0

I I S G G V K D N S D I Q R A T R S D F Y G I0 V G K A Y Y E G K I N L E K E F

RBS

M L T K R I I P C L D I K N G K V V K G I N F V G L R E I G D P V E L A K I Y
RHNA N *

AGGAATGCTAACTAAAAGAATCATCCCTTGTCTTGATATTAAAAATGGTAAGGTTGTTAAAGGAATCAATTTTGTGGGTTTAAGAGAAATAGGTGATCCAGTGGAATTGGCCAAAATATA 88760
hisF ->

E EOQC A D ElI V F L D I T A S F E ER El 10 EL R A RE L I LT
TGAAGAACAGTGTGCAGATGAAATTGTTTTTCTTGATATTACAGCATCTTTTGAAGAACGTGAAATPTATTGGTGAATTAATTGGTCGGGCGGCGCGTGAACTTTCAATTCCATTAACCGT 8880

G G G I R S I D D F RR I L A RG A D K V S NSA A EN P EL0IR A A 00

F 0 VOQ C V V V A I DA K K R A D H ROGY D V Y I1KG G RE N AG L D L V D W A
ATTTGGCGTTCAATGTGTTGTTGTTGCTATTGATGCTAAAAAACGAGCAGACCATAGGGGATATGATGTC TATATCAAAGGTGGGCGTGAAAATGCAGGTCTTGACTTAGTTGATTGGGC 912 0

K K C E R L G A GE I LL T S M D K DOGT K TOGY D L E M L N D V C T A V N I P
TAA-AAAGTGTGAAAkGATTAGGAGCAGGCGA-AATTTTACTAACCTCAATGGATAAGGATGGAACAAAGACAGGCTACGATTTGGAAATGCTGAATGACGTTTGTACTGCTGTTAATATTCC 9 2 4 0

V VA SOGG C O K I S D I VE V FOQN T R S D A A L F A S L F H Y G E E 0 L M K
TGTTGTAGCAAGTGGCGGTTGTGGCAAGATTTCGGAC ATTGTTGAAGTTTTTCAA.kATACAAGAAGCGATGCTGCCCTTTTTGCTTCATTATTTCATTATGGCGAAGAACAGTTGATGAA 9360

L K T N L * M R P D F H K Q E L I P V I V 0 D Y Q T
GTTAAAGACGAACTTATA.AAAATAATATTCCAGCAAGAATTATTAAGA&CIGAQACATTATGAGACCAGATTTTCATAAGCAGGAACTTATTCCTGTTATTGTTCAAGATTATCAAkACAA 99480

RBS hisIE ->

N O V L M L A Y T N E V A F E K M L E T G E T W F W S R S R Q K L W H K G E E S
ATCAAGTATTAATGCTTGCCTATACAAATGAAGTGGCTTTT*GAGAAAATGCTTGAAACTGGTGAGACTTGGT TTTGGTCACGTTCACGACAAAAACT TTGGCACAAAGGAGAAGAATCAG 9 60 0

GMH F O K I KG M R L D C DOQD T L LV V E 01 N9CMTG YS CF0
GTCATTTTCAAAAAATAAAAGGAATGCGT TTGGATTGCGACCAAGATACTTTACTGGTTTTTGTTGAACAAATTGGTAATGCTTGTCATACTGGTGCTTACTCTTGTTTTTATGATGAAC 9720

L I P F D D S D I F S E L E K Q I I D R K L H P V E K S Y T N Y L L G E G I D K
TTATTCCTTTTGATGACTCTGATATTTTTAGTGAGTTGGAGAAGCAAATCATCGACCGAAAGTTACATCCAGTCGAAAAATCTTATACGAATTATT TGCTTGGAGAGGGCATTGATAA-AG 98 40

V L K K V G E E A S E V T I A S K N S D K G E L L G E I D D L L Y H L F V L M N
TATTAAAAAAAGTTGGTGAAGAAGCAAGTGAAGTGACTATT"GCTAGTAAAAATTCAGATAAAGGAGAACT TTTAGGAGAAATTGATGATTTACTTTATCATTTGTTTGTATTAATGAATC 9960

Q000 I S L EE VR Q K A K E R HOQL E O N K K E F H T R T A D * M K K L D Y H
AGCAAGGTATTTCTCTAGAAGAAGTACGGCAAAAAGCAAAAGAACGGCATCAGCTAGAAGGAAATAAGAAGGAATTTCATACAQCCIGCAGATTAAATGAA3AAAATTAGATTATCATT 10 08 0

RBS orEl3 -

F H S H F S A D S E E L P R K H V I E A IA Y GLEE IC FT E H RD F Y F PG
TCCACTCTCATTTTTCGGCTGATAGCGAGGAGCTTCCCAGAAAGCATGTGATAGAAGCTATAGCATATGGTTTAGAAGAAATTTGTTTTACAGAGCATCGAGATTTTTATTTTCCAGGAA

FIG. 2-Continued.
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M D F S L N L P E Y F Q E I N R L Q A E F K D E I N I K I G L E M G I D L R F K
TGGATTTTTCACTAAATCTACCTGAGTATTTTCAAGAAA-TCAATCGATTACAAGCGGAATTTAAAGATGAAATTAATATAAAAATCGGTTTGGAAATGGGAATTGATTTACGTTTTAAAT 10320

S E I N Q F I D S A P F D F V I A S V H E I G D I E V Y D G T E F Y L Q K T K E
CAG2AAATTAATCACGTTTATTGATTCGGCTCCTTTTGACTTTGTGATTGCCTCTGTTCATGAAATTGGAGATATTGAAGTTTATGACGGAACAGAANTTTTATCTACAGAAAACAAAAGAkAG 10440

E A Q R E Y L L A C L D V V Q N F E T Y N S F G H L D Y V A R Y G P Y T D K S I
AAGCACAAAGAGAATATCTTTTAGCTTGTTTAGATGTTGTTCAAAATTTTGAGACTTATAATTCTTTTGGCCATTTAGATTATGTTGCTAGATATGGGCCTTACACGGATA-PATCAATAA

T F A E N R E I L F E I L R A L A S K G K A L E I N T R L F D D P K T G Q F Y S
CGTTTGCAGAGAATCGGGAGATTTTATTTGAAATCTTGCGGGCTTTAGCTTCAAAAGGAAAAGCATTAGAAATAAATACTAGATTGTTTGATGATCCGAAAACTGGCCAATTTTATAGTG

D L L I N F K R L G G K F I T L G T D S H I A K R D W L S I H K A R T L I K K A
ATTTATTGATTAATTTTAAAAGATTAGGTGGAAAATTTATAACTTTAGGAACGGATAGTCATATAGCAAAGCGTGATTGGCTTTCAATTCATAAAGCAAGAACTTTAATTAAAAAAGCTG

G F R E L A T F S G M K I D K N K K S I K E * orfl4 ....
GTTTTCGCGAACTAGCAACTTTTAGTGGGATGAAAATTGATAAAAATAAAAAGTCTATTAAAGAATAATAGACTTTTTATATTATGATGCTAAATCTTTCTCAAGTAGCGCAAGACGTTC...------->T2<-* S A L D K E L L A L R E

TTGAACTTCTTGATTTGATAGTTGGTGGGCTTTGATGTAACGGTTATTGGGATGAACTCGACATTCATGTGAACAAGCACCAAGATATTTTGCTTCGTTTTCCTCTGAAGCTAACATTTG
Q V E Q N S L Q H A K I Y R N N P H V R C E H S C A G L Y K A E N E E S A L M Q

TCTGTTACATTCTGGATTTCCGCAATTGATGTAACGTTCACATGGGCTTCCATCAAACCAATCACGTCCGACAATGACATGTTCTTTTTGGTTGATTGGAACTGCGATTCGGCTATCAAA
R N C E P N G C N I Y R E C P S G D F W D R G V I V H E K Q N I P V A I R S D F

FIG. 2-Continued.
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10800

10 920

11040

11160

tested) (data not shown). The function of this ORF is
therefore not known. However, Apha-3' enzymes catalyze
phosphorylation of a hydroxyl group, which is the opposite
reaction to the dephosphorylation of a hydroxyl group and is
carried out by the histidinol phosphatase activity of the E.
coli HisB protein. Since the L. lactis subsp. lactis his operon
contains no ORF homologous to the phosphatase-encoding
region moiety of the E. coli hisB gene, it is possible that the
product of ORF8 carries out this dephosphorylation, al-
though kinases are usually not bidirectional enzymes.
One of the ORFs of the L. lactis subsp. lactis histidine

operon (ORF3) shows a significant homology to the E. coli
hisS gene, which encodes the histidyl-tRNA synthetase (21).
This enzyme catalyzes aminoacylation of tRNAH"" mole-
cules with histidine and is not involved in histidine biosyn-
thesis (35). Its activity is necessary for translation, and its
expression should therefore be independent of histidine
biosynthesis. However, the ORF3 gene product is slightly
shorter than the human, yeast, and E. coli histidyl-tRNA
synthetases and contains no significant homology with the
third motif present in all enzymes of class II tRNA syn-
thetases, which is required for their activity (16, 34). This
finding indicates that the ORF3 gene product has probably
no histidyl-tRNA synthetase activity. Insertional inactiva-

tion of ORF3 does not affect cell viability (unpublished
results), which shows that the product of this ORF is not
essential. Recently, it has been shown that the tRNA syn-
thetases can control their own synthesis by interacting
directly with their transcripts (9, 38). Furthermore, because
of the sequence similarity of the tRNAThS and the his operon
leader mRNA regions in S. typhimurium, it was suggested
that histidyl-tRNA synthetase might contribute to control-
ling expression of the his operon (2). This hypothesis sug-

gests that ORF3 could have a similar regulatory role in L.
lactis subsp. lactis. Regulation by attenuation, observed for
E. coli and S. typhimurium his operons, does not take place
in L. lactis subsp. lactis, since the operon lacks both the
required palindromic structure and a histidine-rich leader
peptide (5, 28). These considerations encourage further
studies of the role of ORF3 in the regulation of his gene
expression in L. lactis subsp. lactis.
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TABLE 2. Conservation of proteins involved in histidine biosynthesis between L. lactis subsp. lactis and various organisms

% Identical amino acids'
Organism compared Reference(s)

HisA HisB HisC HisD HisF HisG HisH HisIE

Escherichia coli 36.4 46.5b 29.1 38.8 44.4 29.8 39.2 40.5 10
Kiebsiella pneumoniae 26.3C 39
Azospirillum brasilense 46.9 35.5d 20
Bacillus subtilis" 26.3 25
Streptomyces coelicolor 36.8 44.5 29.8 39.2 37.1 30
Halobacterium volcanii 25.9 14
Methanococcus vannielii 35.7 26.2f 6, 15
M. voltae 37.5 15
M. thermolithotrophicus 38.1 44

aCalculated by Kanehisa software (45) as the ratio of perfect matches to the shorter protein length.
b Alignment from position 164 of hisB of E. coli (dehydratase activity).
Alignment with the N-terminal partial sequence available inK pneumoniae (100 amino acids).

d Alignment with the N-terminal partial sequence available in A. brasilense (70 amino acids).
"The hisC gene in E. coli and hisH gene in B. subtilis code for the same function (histidinol phosphate aminotransferase).
f Partial alignment of 63 amino acids with the 136 amino acids of the HisI protein of M. vannielii.
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