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'TH4ERlE is-a disease of the heart, which I aj;e.
biend is not very unctoninon, no less than nhin cOiWi
of it having, in the course of thirty-six years, &Ili-
under mny care. I have also heard of several other
cases, and yet I do nho believe any account Qf it is
to be found in any medical author.

The patient complains of great anxiety and op6
pression at the priecordia; has generally a sbort
cough, and a dificulty of breathling, which Ao
inuch increased by motion or by any exgertiQp,_s_
occasion an apprehewsion that a very little additional
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inotion would extinguish life. There is also fre.
quently *n acute pain in the region of the beart, but
not always

The difficulty of breathing is also aggravated by
t#king even a smoll quantity of food.

fie prefers lying on the back, complains of gre#t
jalpitation of the beart, and violent pulsation of
the carotid arteries, attended with noise in the ears
ncd giddiness of the head.

In some cases I have found the action of the
heart so very strong as to be distinctly heard, and to
agitate the bed the patient is in so violeindy, that
the pulse of the patient could be counted by looking
at the motion of the curtains of the bed.

The pulse is always very quick, and is often irre-
gular: in sorme cases it has been weak, but more
cpmxnonly very hard.

Towards the conclusion of the disease. symptoms
of water in the chest take place, the legs become
oedematous, and frequently a considerable collection
of water is accumulated in the abdomen.

In all the cases which I have seen, this disease
a succeeded one or more attacks of rheumatic
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fever. In oue case the affection of the hieart ap-
peared at the commencemenit of the rheumatic fever,
and its action was so rapid, that the pulse could
not be counted for inany days; much difiiculty of
breathing and oppression attended with a sense of
great debility took place, ani(d the inflammation, pain,
and swelling of thie extremiities, after lhaving shifted
fronm one joint to aniotlher for nmany iieeks, subsided;
but the affectioni of the heart continued, generally
attended witlh great pain, producing in the progress
of the disease, anid towards its close, a considerable
disposition to dropsy, under whiich the patient lin-
gered for ten months.

All those I have seen afflicted 'with this disease
were young persons; only two were above twenty.
two years of ag,e. Six ofthem w5'ere males, and three
females.

Mlost of them struggled with the disease for many
months. Seven of thie nine have died. One I ax
attending at present, and I think cannot recover;
and one is aprare-mly well, hiaving survived the
attack four years. Ile has had no rheumatic affep
tion for two years and a half, but the action of the
heart is still very violent and easily increased .hy
,exercise. Ilis recovery is attributed to a very s.tict
adherence for. a longc time to a vegretable and mil.
diet, and great attention, to avoid ainy considerable
exci-tion.
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- Of the seven cas which pr&E*d fl, isx h0
boee opened, and all of them gree in thd g6t*ftt
ippeawance of the hieart. In all the heart was uai;
fornilv foutwd to be enla:ged, in some, thie enlhrge-
me-at was much mnore cotisiderable than in otlh#ri.
In one case water was found in the pericardiuifn, it)
all the others the pericartlium adhtered to the heart.
The left ventricle, in all the cases, *t's most en-
ldtged in size, but not itn thickness, and 11 niost ot
them the hear-t was found of an unusually pale colour,
&id very soft and tender in its texture.

In one case, the examniniation of which was ffade
by Mr. Chjilvel, in the p)resence of Sir Walter
Farq'ihar, Dr. Ba1ilie, Dr. Saunders, I)r. Gillan,
utd niy.self, Dr. &killie tlhus describes the appeur-
Affed bf the heart. " The pericardiu) was9 found

closely adhering in every part to tlhe surface of the
heart. The heart itself had increased w'onderfully
ift si2e; it was at least three timnes the sie tof a

bhlthy heart. The tnuscular structure was, how-
*t, not enereased in thiickness beyond what it com-
*4bnly is, so that its powers of action were not auga
mnetited propor-tiobably to its bulk. As the quantity
f blood in this hcart was mnuchi larger thian is natu-

^i1, (for instead of a few' ounces it contained altnost
i tuart of blood) its powers of propellitg this blood
0* the different parts of the body must have been

MM &rMinished beloiv the cofmon stindard."
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Mt. ThoMas, of Leicester-square, gives the fo-!

lom%ing-aecount of the examination of the b6dy bf a
young genutlman (wtho died of thisi disease,) at which
I was prevented from beigTo present. " The heart
vas somnewhat larger than coinmotn, &nd the enlarge-

iiient was confined piincivally to the left side. It
was of a palc colour, extremlely soft an(i tender in
its textture, and its cavitioi were filled witlh coagu-
lated blood, having but a slight colheion of its coM1,
ponent parts. Nothing retnarkable presented itself it
the right -uricle anid venitricle; but upon opening the
the left ventricle was foutnd ain irregular exerescence
of the nature of polypus, attached to, and -nearly
occupyinga the whiole of onje of the valvule mitrales."

I have an account of a case so ttr back as the
year 1 " 0, in which all the appearanccs correspond
almiiost exactly writh tlhdse in the case described by
Dr. IBaillie. T'he heart is menitioned to lhave beeen
three times its usual size; the pelicai-ditizn adhered
to the left ventricle, which itwa inflaijied, add wraS
thinner than the right. Whlere the pericardiutn did
hot adhere, a s&nall qujantity of watdr was fou[dd in it

I exanmined lately, the body of a young lady whd
died of thii diseise, in presence of IMr. Nixobd an4
-Mr. Jones, surgeons, at Hatnpton, and found the
heart of an unuisual siie, and the pericarditim adhetw
ing closely in every part to it. The subhtance of the
heart was of a prale colour, and the texture of it was
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so. tender, .that the finger could with great ease be
pushed thirough it. It was chiefly enlarged on the
left side, but its muscular structure was not increased
in thickness. The valvule mitrales were edged
with a substance of a spongy appearance, perhaps
coagulable lympl.

I have an account of an incipient attagk of thit
4isease, judiciously and successfullv treated by Dr.
Pemberton. His account of the casc-is so very dis-
tinct, and in many respects corresponds so exactly
with the disease I have described, tlhat I will take
the liberty to give it in the Doctor's own words.

" Mr.- had been in hlis youth, and indeed
even to the time he was taken ill, (aged s6) subject
to the acute rheumatisim. He had been particularly
troubled with this comiplaint during thle whole of thie
winter imnmediately preceding the affection of tlie
heart, which took place in March. He was seized
'with a co'nsiderable paini at the heart, and a difficulty
of respiration, great palpitation and great anxiety.
He conceived that the smallest motion of the body
would have instantly destroyed hiim, and this dread
seemed to have totally bereft him of the power of
utterance. He sat for six or eight hours without being
able to articulate a sound, thougb he was conscious
Qf what was going on about him. He liad frequent
Vi0ors, and almost constant profuse sweats. Cor-
dials of various sorts were given him, till he appeared
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in a slight degree more comnposed, when a sinall
quautity of blood was taken from the arm. This
did not appear buffy. In about three days he ven-
lured to nmove from- the chair wbere he had remained
from the first attack, but upon the slightest exertion
t4e palpitation and anxiety were renewed. When
he remained perfectly at rest the palpitation was
hardly observable.

"In about a fortnight all his apprehensions ofdea
seemned removed; but still on the most trifling exer-
tion he was reminded of his former sufferings, so
that for a month he scarcely n)oved at all.

" By placingthe hand upon the heart, thereappeared
a very great throbbing, which beat up the carotid,
so much as to occasion a most unpleasant noise ian
the head.

"On considering the circumstances of this case,
I was inclined to suspect that a small portion of the
surface of the heart had been affected with inflam-
matioin. atid that in consequence, a partial adhesion
bad taken place between it and the pericardium.
The plan recommended, was a seton in the region of
the heart, and a pill composed of three grains of
the stccus spissatus cicutee, and half a grain of the
powder of digitalis, three times a day, abstinence
from all fermented liquors, and a moderate quantity
of animal food.
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"The iriegtler aetiot tf the heart continued dt

intervals fbr eighl months, when it grdually lessened,
so that in about a year tlere remained no synmptJohm
ef the former com0paint, and Mr. is now (at
the distance of four years) equal to underg,o any
exertion or fatigue without proeducing any irregula-
rity of the hearts action."

The knowledg;e that this disease is always the
consequence of, or -is connected with, rhieuiiatic
affection, points out the necessity of attending to
the translation of rheumatism to the chest; and shews
the importance of employing very vigorous nmea'sures
to remove it as soon as possible; but wheniever it
has made any cQnsiderable progress, I fear it will
baffle every effort.

20tlh November, 1806.

Since writing the above I have been favoured by
Dr. Mfarcet with an account of two cases of trans-
lation of rlieumatismn fromn the extremities to the
chest, producing several of tlh symptoms I have
noti.ced; but not in so marked a degree as in the
cases I lhave seen. Both these patients died, and
were opened, and in botth of them the heart was
found to be much cntarged. I also last year attended
a pers6n aged w9,who hlad twice had the acute
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eumatis; but haviag beem wet tlhrouglh latst Sept
tember, was seized with sluveriags, succeedediby*
pAi.n across the chest, great: difficulty of Ureathia*
wlhich wvas increased by thje slighltest iimotioni, a very
strong palpitatiomi of the lheart, and violent action of
the carotid arteries, accoimipainied with a sense of
great debilitv, and an appreclhenisioni she was just
goiIlng to expire.

Slhe lha(d been in this state for a fortnight, before
I saw her. Shie hiad not been able to go to bed for
maniy niglhts; her legs and thighs wvere much swollen,
and her pulse, whlich was very weak, was so quick,
that it could not be counted. She had no couglh.
She submitted to have a blister applied to the region
of the heart, but would not allow an issue to be
made. By the use of the digitalis her pulse became
less frequent; but as it disordered her head and
stomnach she was obliged to relinquish it. The action
of the heart now was tremendous; she daily became
weaker, although her appeftite continued good to the
last, and she died at the end of two months.

She w-as opened in the presence of Mr. Taylor,
of Kiingston. The lungs on the left side had very
little sl)ace to act in, the heart, which was enlarged
to a nmost extraordinary size, occupying the greater
part of the left side of the thorax. The lungs were
fouuid, on both sides, tG lhave strong adhesions to the
pletira; a-d above a pint of water was found in the
cavity of the thoridx. A considerable quantity of
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water was contained in the abdomnen. All the abdo-
minal viscera were sound, except the- pleea, which
was of a much paler colour and softer texture than
usual. w


