
 

SI: Fig. 8.  Histochemical localization of GUS activity in vegetative axillary meristems.  

(A, B) Longitudinal sections through 4d and 13 day culms of transgenic plants with RFL 

promoter::GUS transcription fusion. RFL expression seen at the site of initiation of 

axillary/tiller buds, at basal nodes and internodes (indicated by white arrows). (C) GUS 

reporter activity is not observed in the elongating axillary meristem.   

(D, E)  Basal portion of wild type and dsRNAiRFL  plants. Roots are removed to display 

basal nodes and emerging axillary buds. (D) 90 day old wild type plant with six nodes 

(white arrows) and five axillary buds (white asterisks) when the plant has initiated a 

panicle (red arrow and inset). (E) 120 day old  dsRNAiRFL plant with six nodes (white 

arrows), two axillary buds (white asterisks) at the stage  when panicle has been formed  
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