
8

acrylate (0.167 g, 0.75 mmol) and 2-bromo-2'-nitro-4',5'-dimethoxyphenylacetonitrile

(0.300 g, 1 mmol) in CH3CN at 0 °C was added KF/Al2O3 (1.45 g, 10 mmol). The

suspension was stirred overnight at RT. The mixture was filtered through a pad of

celite/silica gel. Removal of the solvent followed by purification by silica gel column

chromatography using hexane/ethyl acetate. Yield: 15%. UV λmax (ε): 320 (18040), 293

(15674), 239 (13149). 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3) δ 7.95 (d, J = 16.2 Hz, 1H), 7.55 (s, 1H),

7.52 (d, , J = 8.7 Hz, 1H), 7.39 (s, 1H), 6.79 (d, J = 2.4 Hz, 1H), 6.65 (dd, , J = 2.4, 8.7 Hz,

1H), 6.34 (d, J = 16.2 Hz, 1H), 4.25 (q,  J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 4.01 (s, 3H), 3.96 (s, 3H), 3.67 (s,

3H), 1.33 (t, J = 7.2 Hz, 3H). 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3) δ 168.7, 162.3, 156.8, 151.7, 140.3,

136.6, 130.4, 130.3, 115.5, 114.8, 106.9, 106.8, 101.8, 60.5, 57.0, 55.4, 14.5. HRMS: Calcd. for

C22H22N2O8, 442.1376; Found: 442.1380.
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Figure S2. Ultraviolet spectrum of 15 at 0.1 mM in acetonitrile.

E t h y l  3 - { 2 - [Cyano-(6-nitro-benzo[1,3]dioxol-5-yl)-methoxy]-4-methoxy-

phenyl}acrylate (16). To a suspension of ethyl-3-(2-hydroxy-4-methoxy-phenyl)-acrylate

(0.167 g, 0.75 mmol) and 2-bromo-2'-nitro-4',5'-methylenedioxyphenylacetonitrile (0.284


