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The opinions expressed here are
not necessarily the opinions of the
National Medical Association.
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Concerns Expressed in
Gallup Survey Don't
Apply to HMOs—Large
Group Practice Survey
Needed

Thanks for the very interest-
ing survey of African-American
physicians in the April 2004
issue (J Natl Med Assoc.
2004;96:419— 433). As a physi-
cian working in Kaiser, I have to
note that many of the concerns
expressed in that survey do not
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apply to HMOs, such as Kaiser,
where malpractice is paid for the
physician and reimbursements
do not have to be negotiated with
various insurance companies. On
the other hand, a whole new set
of problems arise that are not
well-addressed by the survey,
since it did not separate the
responses of physicians in HMOs
from those of physicians in solo
practice or small group practice.
Having seen a huge exodus of
primary care African-American
physicians from my facility over
the past decade due to difficul-
ties working in a large corpora-
tion, I would be happy to see a
survey of physicians in large
group practices to see what their
concerns are.

Thomas Sharpton, MD
Thomas.Sharpton@kp.org

Kudos

Dear Editor,

I enjoyed the guest editorial
interview with Thomas Hyatt, MD
of New York (J Natl Med Assoc.
2004;96:376-378. His comment
that “I was in the right place,” res-
onated with me as a Meharry

T O R

Hariey Hearryc,, RE:A [ ’

AN INTERy, { Pe
ERVIEW wipyy Hart gy PEDI)\':':E(I(': v
s MD -

THOMAS Hyayy

graduate. I can clearly recall as a
medical student some 30 years
ago: I peered into an operating
room and I witnessed Dr. David
Todd performing a cardiothoracic
surgical case. He was, to say the
least, the quintessential master
surgeon. Everyone in the operat-
ing suite was an African American
except the patient. I will always
hold that impressive image in my
mind. I share Dr. Hyatt’s feelings
that I also was in the right place.

George A. Johnston Jr, MD
Clinical Professor

Mercer University

School of Medicine
georgina_johnston@yahoo.com
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Save!

%) National Medical Association'’s 2004
I Annual Convention & Sci
July 31-August 5, 2004 - San Déego, CA

Registration Fees are Increasing!
Take Advantage of the Advance Regisiration Rates and

New Fee Schedule for regular members
Before June 11th—$295.00

After June 11th—$425.00

After July 15+—$495.00

For your convenience you may pay by: American Express, Master-
Card, VISA, check, and money order

To register visit us on line at NMAnet.org or call 1-888-744-1449,
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