Total eligible population
(Patients with RA from 34 centers)
n=13,260

Randomized patients
n=1,427

Not
included ¥

h 4

Included patients
n=789

First year v

n = 683 (86.5%)

Second year v

n =599 (75.9%)
Third year !

n =542 (68.7%)
Fourth year l

n = 465 (58.9%)

Non RA n = 135 (9.5%)
Deceased n = 96 (6.7%)

Mon located n = 327 (22.9%)
Refused to participate n = 80

Number
of visits

Lost of
follow-up

Deceasedn =75
Abandoned n = 64
Others* n =185

* Other reasons include: One center was closed during the study (n=10); 48 patients changed address or could not be
located by their physicians despite repeated calls; due to a national rearrangement of specialists, some centers
refused to continue in the study because the original investigator had left the center (n = 127).




