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Supplemental Figure 1:  Potential energy is not stored in a severed stress fiber.  The 

stress fiber was severed with a femtosecond laser and allowed to reach steady state 

(marked by arrow).  Myosin activity was poisoned with 50 μM blebbistatin and confocal 

micrographs were taken after 20 and 30 minutes.  The fiber did not lengthen or relax 

(marked by arrow) during the time course indicating that potential energy was not stored 

in the contracted fiber.  (Scale bar 10 μm).   

 

 

 


