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Using cytostatic factor metaphase II-arrested extracts as a model system, we show that
protein phosphatase 1 is regulated during early embryonic cell cycles in Xenopus. Phos-
phatase 1 activity peaks during interphase and decreases shortly before the onset of mitosis.
A second peak of activity appears in mitosis at about the same time that cdc2 becomes
active. If extracts are inhibited in S-phase with aphidicolin, then phosphatase 1 activity
remains high. The activity of phosphatase 1 appears to determine the timing of exit from
S-phase and entry into M-phase; inhibition of phosphatase 1 by the specific inhibitor,
inhibitor 2 (Inh-2), causes premature entry into mitosis, whereas exogenously added phos-
phatase 1 lengthens the interphase period. Analysis of DNA synthesis in extracts treated
with Inh-2, but lacking the A- and B-type cyclins, shows that phosphatase 1 is also required
for the process of DNA replication. These data indicate that phosphatase 1 is a component
of the signaling pathway that ensures that M-phase is not initiated until DNA synthesis
is complete.

INTRODUCTION

The onset of mitosis in eukaryotic cells is determined
by the activity of the cdc2 protein kinase (Dunphy et
al., 1988; Gautier et al., 1988, 1989; Lee and Nurse,
1988). Although the level of cdc2 polypeptide is con-
stant throughout the cell cycle (Simanis and Nurse,
1986; Draetta and Beach, 1988; Draetta et al., 1989),
cdc2 is active only after forming a complex with a cyclin
partner (Booher et al., 1989; Moreno et al., 1989; Gautier
et al., 1990; Solomon et al., 1990). The cyclins are a class
of proteins first identified in marine invertebrates by
their appearance before meiosis, followed by their rapid
destruction at the metaphase/anaphase transition
(Evans et al., 1983; Swenson et al., 1986; Standardt et
al., 1987). Recently, a great deal has been learned about
the regulation of cdc2/cyclin complexes in the control
of mitosis. The levels of two cyclins, the A- and B-type,
accumulate during late S-phase and G2 (Minshull et al.,
1990; Walker and Maller, 1991), although A-type cyclins
form active complexes earlier than B-type cyclins. B-
type cyclins complex with cdc2 shortly after synthesis,
but the complex remains inactive due to phosphoryla-
tion of the cdc2 moiety on threonine 14 and tyrosine
15 (Dunphy and Newport, 1989; Gautier et al., 1989;

Gould and Nurse, 1989; Morla et al., 1989). The weel/
mikl protein kinase is thought to be responsible for this
phosphorylation (Russell and Nurse, 1987; Lundgren
et al., 1991; Parker et al., 1991). At the end of G2, cdc2/
cyclin B becomes rapidly activated by dephosphoryla-
tion of tyrosine 15 by the cdc25 protein-tyrosine phos-
phatase (Russell and Nurse, 1986; Dunphy and Ku-
magai, 1991; Gautier et al., 1991; Kumagai and Dunphy,
1991; Lee et al., 1992), and the activated kinase is suf-
ficient for the initiation of mitosis. At the metaphase/
anaphase boundary, the cyclin B moiety is rapidly de-
graded by the ubiquitin pathway, resulting in the in-
activation of cdc2 protein kinase (Glotzer et al., 1991).

Despite the well-documented role of protein kinases
in mitosis, little is known regarding the role serine/
threonine protein phosphatases play in this process. In
eukaryotic cells, protein phosphorylation is catalyzed
by a large number of specific kinases, yet only four gen-
eral classes of protein serine/threonine phosphatase
appear to be largely responsible for dephosphorylation
of serine/threonine residues (for reviews, see Cohen,
1989; Shenolikar and Nairn, 1990). These phosphatases
may be identified in a number of ways (Ingebritsen and
Cohen, 1983). Protein phosphatase 1 prefers the :-sub-
unit of phosphorylase kinase and is specifically inhibited
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by the protein inhibitors, inhibitor 1 (Inh-1) and inhib-
itor 2 (Inh-2). Phosphatase 2A, on the other hand, pre-
fers the a-subunit of phosphorylase kinase and is in-
hibited by nanomolar concentrations of okadaic acid
(OA) (Cohen, 1989). PrP-1 is also inhibited by OA but
at micromolar concentrations (Cohen, 1989). PrP-2B,
also called calcineurin, is a Ca++/calmodulin dependent
enzyme, whereas PrP-2C is dependent on Mg for ac-
tivity. Although these four classes of protein phospha-
tases act on a wide range of substrates and have
important roles in many cellular processes, some spe-
cialized phosphatases do not fit in these categories
(Andres and Maller, 1989).

Protein serine/threonine phosphatases have been
identified as having a number of roles in the cell cycle.
Felix et al. (1990) demonstrated that inhibition of PrP-
2A by OA in high-speed supernatants of activated Xen-
opus eggs resulted in the activation of cdc2 Hi kinase
activity, suggesting a role for this phosphatase before
mitosis. OA also has been shown to activate maturation
promoting factor activity when injected into starfish and
Xenopus oocytes (Goris et al., 1989; Picard et al., 1989,
1991). This effect appears to be due to specific inhibition
of phosphatase 2A. INH, an activity which is capable
of preventing spontaneous activation of inactive cdc2/
cyclin complexes in oocyte extracts (Cyert and Kirschner,
1988), has been purified partially and found to contain
a phosphatase 2A catalytic subunit (Lee et al., 1991).
Finally, a role for PrP-2A upstream of mitosis has been
proposed in fission yeast (Kinoshita et al., 1990). In ad-
dition, a mutation in the gene coding for one of the
regulatory subunits of PrP-2A leads to defective cyto-
kinesis in budding yeast (Healy et al., 1991).
A number of groups have shown that phosphatase 1

(PrP-1) is required for the completion of mitosis, as
judged by the arrest at midmitosis of PrP-1 mutants
(Doonan and Morris, 1989; Ohkura et al., 1989; Axton
et al., 1990). Booher and Beach (1989) also have sug-
gested a role for phosphatase 1 before mitosis; in a
weel-/cdc25ts double mutant at the restrictive tem-
perature, the overexpression of PrP-1 caused a G2 arrest
and prevented the onset of mitosis. In addition, the lev-
els of Inh-2 have been shown to oscillate in a cell cycle-
dependent manner (Brautigan et al., 1990). This implies
that the activity of PrP-1 is regulated in the cell cycle.
Despite these implications of roles for phosphatases in
the regulation of the cell cycle, little cell cycle-dependent
change in activity has been shown when these phos-
phatases have been directly assayed (Kinoshita et al.,
1990; Ruediger et al., 1991), limiting our understanding
of the roles these important regulatory molecules play
during the cell cycle.
The nature of the signals upstream of weel and cdc25

that regulate the activity of cdc2 at the G2/M boundary
remain largely unknown. To identify other potential
components of the feedback pathway, we and others
have used Xenopus egg extracts as a model system. These

extracts can carry out complete cycles of mitosis and
DNA synthesis in vitro. Dasso and Newport (1990)
demonstrated that in extracts prepared from activated
Xenopus eggs, the presence of unreplicated DNA pre-
vented mitosis, presumably due to the activation of
feedback controls that delay the cell cycle in interphase
until the completion of DNA synthesis. On activation
of feedback controls, extracts continue to accumulate
cdc2/cyclin B in a tyrosine phosphorylated state, and
cdc25 remains inactive (Kumagai and Dunphy, 1991;
Izumi, Walker, and Maller, unpublished data). Agents
able to bypass feedback controls will ultimately activate
the cyclin/cdc2 complexes by tyrosine dephosphory-
lation, and the extracts will enter mitosis prematurely.
The cdc25 protein already has been shown to bypass
such a block (Kumagai and Dunphy, 1991). We recently
have demonstrated that cyclin A/cdc2 is required for
these feedback controls in Xenopus egg extracts, because
in the absence of cyclin A, extracts arrested with high
concentrations of DNA or aphidicolin enter mitosis
prematurely without completion of DNA synthesis
(Walker and Maller, 1991). Here we show that OA also
is able to overcome a DNA/aphidicolin block to initi-
ation of mitosis. We have identified PrP-1 as being active
both before mitosis as well as at mitosis. The timing of
mitosis in egg extracts can be controlled by altering the
levels of PrP-1 in the extract. These data demonstrate
a role for protein PrP-1 in the feedback control mech-
anism regulating the dependence of mitosis on com-
pletion of DNA synthesis.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials
The catalytic subunit of protein phosphatase 1 was prepared from
rabbit skeletal muscle as described by Tung et al. (1984). Recombinant
inhibitor 2 was produced by a procedure similar to that described by
Pickering et al. (1991). OA was purchased from Upstate Biotechnology,
Lake Placid, NY. Sperm chromatin was isolated by the method de-
scribed by Lohka and Maller (1985). All other reagents were of the
highest quality available.

Preparation of Extracts
Metaphase II-arrested (cytostatic factor [CSF]) extracts were prepared
from freshly laid eggs as described previously, omitting leupeptin
from all buffers (Murray and Kirschner, 1989a). These extracts are
normally arrested at meiosis II with high levels of cyclin B/cdc2 Hi
kinase activity due to the activity of CSF. The extracts can be induced
to exit metaphase and enter S-phase by the addition of 0.4 mM calcium
to cause CSF release. Control (untreated or buffer treated) extracts
were incubated at 23°C with sperm chromatin to form -750 nuclei/
Al and 0.4 ,uM CaCl2 to induce exit from metaphase arrest. An inter-
phase extract is defined as an extract that is in S-phase with a low
level of cdc2 Hi kinase activity. All additions were made as described
in the text. To arrest extracts with DNA and aphidicolin, sperm chro-
matin to form 2000 nuclei/fl and 50 Ag/ml aphidicolin were added
to the extracts at the same time as the CaCl2. Unless otherwise in-
dicated, extracts were incubated for 80 min to bring them into inter-
phase (low Hi kinase activity) before further manipulation. (For a
complete description of the events occurring in DNA/aphidicolin-
blocked extracts, see Dasso and Newport, 1990). At this time, the
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extracts typically have synthesized enough cyclin to induce mitosis
after release from the aphidicolin block. At various times throughout
extract cycles, aliquots were removed and assayed for Hi kinase and
Hi phosphatase activity (see below). The Hi kinase activity in the
extracts was assayed in a final volume of 20 /.l, which included 1 ,ul
of extract and 19 Ml of a reaction mixture containing 20 mM N-2-
hydroxyethylpiperazine-N'-2-ethanesulfonic acid (HEPES), pH 7.5,
10 mM MgCl2, 2 mM ethylene glycol-bis(3-aminoethyl ether)-
N,N,N',N'-tetraacetic acid (EGTA), 2mM dithiothreitol (DTT), 0.2mM
ATP (1.5 cpm/fmol), 0.5 mg/ml histone Hi. After a 10-min incubation
at 23°C, the assays were stopped by the addition of 20 ,l 50% acetic
acid, and an aliquot of the assay was spotted onto a 2-cm square of
p81 paper. The papers were washed three times for 2 min each in 75
mM phosphoric acid, dried, and the incorporation of label was de-
termined by scintillation counting. All assays were corrected for a
blank assay of extract brought into interphase in the presence of protein
synthesis inhibitors. The inclusion of 2 MM OA in the assay mixture
had no effect on the outcome of the assays, indicating that the assay
selectively determined the level of Hi kinase activity in the extracts.
All extracts were routinely inspected for nuclear formation and nuclear
envelope breakdown (NEBD) at various times throughout the time
course of the experiment by both phase contrast and fluorescence
microscopy using the DNA stain DAPI. Cyclin A and B immune com-
plex Hi kinase assays were performed as described previously (Walker
and Maller, 1991). All immunoprecipitates were washed extensively
by the method described by Gautier et al. (1989) before assay for Hi
kinase activity.

Unless otherwise stated, the results shown are representative of
three experiments that gave similar results.

Preparation of 32P-H1
32P-Hl was prepared by phosphorylation of Hi with cyclin A/cdc2
in the following manner. High activity cyclin A/cdc2 was prepared
by incubating bovine protein A-cyclin A fusion protein (PACA) (Ban-
dara et al., 1991) at a final concentration of 150 nM in 100 Mul of
interphase CSF extract for 60 min at 23°C. Under these conditions,
the Hi kinase activity of the extract was activated approximately
threefold above normal mitotic levels. The active PACA/cdc2 complex
was purified by immunoprecipitation with rabbit IgG-Sepharose, fol-
lowed by washing as described previously for immunoprecipitation
(Gautier et al., 1989). The purified complex was then incubated with
5 mg Hi in 50 mM HEPES, pH 7.2, 200 AM 32P-ATP (50 000 cpm/
pmol), 10mM MgCl2, 2 mM EGTA, and 2 mM DTT in a final volume
of 250 Ml for 2 h at 23°C. The PACA/cdc2 beads were removed by
centrifugation at 10 000 X g for 5 min. The beads were washed with
250 ,l of TE (10 mM tris(hydroxymethyl)aminomethane, pH 7.5, 2
mM EDTA), the supematants combined, and cold ATP added to a
final concentration of 2 mM. The supematant was dialyzed against
TE for 36 h at 20°C with six changes of buffer. By this protocol, >0.2
mol 32p was incorporated per mol Hi, and <1% of the 32P remained
soluble after precipitation with 30% trichloroacetic acid (TCA).

Assay of Hi Phosphatase in Extracts
Typically, 2 Mul of extract was incubated with 20 MM 32P-H1 in a final
volume of 20 Ml TE for 3 min at 23°C. Under these conditions, the
release of 32Pi was linear for .8 min. Assays were terminated by the
addition of 30 Mul of 30% TCA, followed by incubation at 4°C for 15
min. Because extracts have a high concentration of protein, no carrier
was added. When purified phosphatases were assayed, 10 Ml of 0.2
mg/ml sheep IgG was added to the tubes after the TCA step. Control
assays were performed exactly as above, except that 100 mM para-
nitrophenylphosphate, 100 mM NaF, 5 mM EDTA, and 600 qM
NaVO4 were included. The counts released under these conditions
were attributable to mechanisms other than dephosphorylation, such
as nonspecific degradation or proteolysis of the Hi (-20% of the
total released counts in the case of crude extracts). The samples were
centrifuged at 10 000 X g for 5 min, and a 25-Al aliquot of the su-

pernatant was removed and counted. To determine the activity of
PrP-1, aliquots were incubated either without or with 100 units/Ml
of Inh-2 for 10 min before the addition of Hi. The difference between
counts released in the absence and presence of Inh-2 was attributable
to PrP- 1. One unit of Inh-2 is defined as the amount of Inh-2 required
to inhibit 0.004 U PrP-1 by 50%. One unit of PrP-1 is defined as the
amount required to release 1 nmol Pi/min using phosphorylase a at
2 mg/ml as a substrate.

Determination of DNA Synthesis
The extent of DNA synthesis was determined by the incorporation
of [a-32P]dATP into sperm chromatin as described previously (Blow
and Laskey, 1986; Walker and Maller, 1991). Extracts were treated
either with or without cycloheximide for 10 min before CSF release.
On CaCl2 addition to cause CSF release, 10 ng/Ml sperm chromatin
and 100 MCi/ml [a-32P]dATP were added. Each sample was then
treated with or without 100 units/Ml Inh-2 10 min later. Aliquots of
the reaction were removed and assayed either for Hi kinase activity
or for incorporation of [a-32P]dATP into DNA.

RESULTS

OA Causes Premature Mitosis in a DNA/
Aphidicolin-Blocked Extract
DNA/aphidicolin-blocked CSF extracts serve as an ideal
model to investigate the mechanisms controlling exit
from S-phase and entry into M-phase in early Xenopus
embryos. In these extracts, DNA synthesis is blocked,
and, as a consequence, the extracts arrest in interphase
with high levels of inactive cyclin/cdc2 complexes
(Dasso and Newport, 1990) due to feedback controls
that prevent mitosis from occurring in the presence of
unreplicated DNA. To enter mitosis, therefore, the sig-
nals that maintain cyclin/cdc2 in an inactive state must
be overcome. It is likely that these signals are also
involved in the normal transition from S-phase to M-
phase in early embryos. It previously has been dem-
onstrated that addition of OA, a potent inhibitor of pro-
tein phosphatases 1 and 2A, is able to induce cdc2 Hi
kinase activation in high-speed supernatants from Xen-
opus interphase extracts made without added DNA (Fe-
lix et al., 1990). This was proposed to be due to the
inhibition of a type 2A phosphatase. To investigate the
potential role of protein phosphatases in coordinating
the S -- M transition in Xenopus embryonic cycles, the
effect of OA in DNA/aphidicolin-arrested extracts was
therefore examined. OA was added to a final concen-
tration of 1 ,uM to a DNA/aphidicolin-treated extract
80 min after release from metaphase II-arrest (CSF re-
lease) had been induced by the addition of 0.4 mM
CaCl2. As shown in Figure 1A, after a short lag of -20
min, a large increase in Hi kinase occurred with rapid
kinetics. This increase was accompanied by NEBD,
which confirmed that the extract had entered mitosis
(Figure 1B). No increase in Hi kinase or NEBD occurred
in the control extract (Figure 1). The profiles of cyclin
A and cyclin B/cdc2 Hi kinase are shown in Figure 1C.
Before the addition of OA, the activity of cyclin A/cdc2
Hi kinase was elevated as expected (Walker and Maller,

Vol. 3, June 1992 689



D.H. Walker et al.

A
86

0

n-4
0
(0

I

Min after OA addition

B

100

nm
LL
z

0O1

L.
0
0

C-)

E

a)
U)
(a
c

I

0 30 60 90

Min after OA addition

C

- - -_ -_

0 30 60 90

Min after OA addition

Figure 1. Okadaic acid releases a DNA/aphidicolin-blocked inter-
phase extract. Metaphase II-arrested extracts were brought into in-
terphase in the presence of DNA and aphidicolin as described in
MATERIALS AND METHODS. At 80 min after metaphase II release,
the extracts were treated either with (D, *) or without (0, 0) 1 /M
OA. At various times, aliquots were removed and assayed for total
Hi kinase (A), NEBD (B), or for cyclin A/cdc2- (E, 0) or cyclin B/
cdc2- (U, 0) immunoprecipitated Hi kinase activity (C) as described
previously (Walker and Maller, 1991).

1991) but did not change throughout the time course
of the control extract. In the OA-treated extract, how-
ever, cyclin A/cdc2 Hi kinase increased further after a
20-min lag and then began to decline after 45 min. Cy-
clin B/cdc2 Hi kinase activity was almost undetectable
before addition of OA but followed a profile of acti-
vation similar to that of cyclin A in the OA-treated ex-
tract. In the absence of OA, cyclin B Hi kinase activity
remained at basal levels.

Regulation of Total Hi Phosphatase in Cycling
Extracts
It seemed likely that the effect of OA was due to the
inhibition of a protein phosphatase. To investigate the
regulation of the putative phosphatase, the rate of total
Hi dephosphorylation was followed in both control and
DNA/aphidicolin-treated extracts. The profiles of Hi
kinase and Hi phosphatase in a control extract are
shown in Figure 2A. Shortly after release from meta-
phase II arrest, Hi phosphatase activity rapidly in-
creased about fourfold. This activity stayed high
throughout interphase and then declined in concert with
the activation of Hi kinase as the extract entered mitosis.
The activation of Hi phosphatase after release from
metaphase II arrest was also rapid in the DNA/aphi-
dicolin-treated extract shown in Figure 2B. In this case,
however, the extract remained in interphase, and the
phosphatase activity remained high, whereas the Hi
kinase activity remained low.
The total Hi phosphatase profile could reflect the ac-

tivity of a combination of several different phosphatases.
It is unlikely that either type 2B or 2C phosphatases are
involved, because the conditions of the assay include
EDTA, which would inhibit the activity of both of these
enzymes. It is relatively easy to distinguish a type 1-
from a type 2- phosphatase, because type 1 activity is
specifically inhibited by either of two inhibitory proteins
termed Inh-1 and Inh-2 (Cohen, 1989). Inh-1 requires
phosphorylation by the cyclic AMP-dependent protein
kinase to inhibit PrP-1 and is readily dephosphorylated
in crude extracts, whereas Inh-2 is active in its dephos-
pho-form. For this reason, Inh-2 was chosen for further
experiments. Figure 3A shows the effect of addition of
Inh-2 and OA on the total Hi phosphatase activity in
both metaphase II-arrested (CSF) and interphase (40
min after release from metaphase II arrest) extracts. In
the metaphase II-arrested extract, the Hi phosphatase
activity was relatively low, and the preincubation of the
extract with Inh-2 caused little change in the activity.
Incubation of these extracts with OA caused an increase
in the Hi phosphatase activity. The reason for this in-
triguing observation is unknown. As expected, the total
Hi phosphatase activity in the interphase extract was
higher than in the metaphase II-arrested extract (see
Figure 2). Incubation of the interphase extract with 100
units/Al Inh-2 before the phosphatase assay caused a
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Figure 2. Oscillation of Hi phosphatase in the
cell cycle. A shows a control extract and B a DNA/
aphidicolin-blocked extract, following release of
metaphase II arrest with 0.4 mM CaCl2. Metaphase
II-arrested extracts were prepared as described ei-
ther in the presence of 750 nuclei/,l (A) or 2000
nuclei/Al plus 50 ,ug/ml aphidicolin (B). At various

times, aliquots were removed and assayed either
for Hi kinase (@) or for Hi phosphatase (O).
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30% decline in phosphatase activity. A 42% decrease
in phosphatase activity was also observed in extracts
incubated with 1.5 ,uM OA before assay, whereas only
a slight (5%) decline was observed if the concentration
of OA was 0.2 ,M, at which Prp-2A would be expected
to be preferentially affected (Cohen, 1989; Felix et al.,
1990). A dose response to Inh-2 is shown in Figure 3B.
Maximal inhibition by Inh-2 occurred at 150 units/,ul,
and 50% maximal inhibition occurred at 50 units/ul.
The amount of Inh-2 required is in the same range as

that used by Foulkes and Maller (1982) for the inhibition
of PrP-1 in Xenopus oocytes.
Based on these results, the specific regulation of PrP-

1 in the cell cycle was investigated. Aliquots were taken
at various time points from a cycling extract and incu-
bated either with or without 100 units/,ul Inh-2 for 10
min before assaying Hi phosphatase. The profile of PrP-
1 in a cell cycle after release from metaphase II arrest
is shown in Figure 4A. PrP-1 activity remained low for

20 min after CSF release and then increased to a level

approximately threefold over basal during S-phase.
Shortly before the activation of cdc2 Hi kinase activity,
the PrP-1 activity declined. A second highly reproduc-
ible (repeated in 5 separate experiments) peak of PrP-
1 activity was seen when the extract reached maximal
Hi kinase activity and entered mitosis as determined
by NEBD. As was the case for total H1 phosphatase
activity (Figure 2B), PrP- 1 was activated and then re-

mained high when extracts were blocked in S-phase by
treatment with DNA and aphidicolin (Figure 4B).

Effect of Inh-2 and PrP-1 on the Cell Cycle
To investigate the role of PrP-1 in regulating early em-
bryonic cycles, extracts were treated with either Inh-2
or PrP-1 shortly after release from metaphase II arrest,
and the effect on the subsequent cycle was studied. The
extracts used in these experiments contained 500 nuclei/
,l, an amount insufficient to delay the timing of the
entry into mitosis. Figure 5 shows that the addition of

80 units/,ul Inh-2 to extracts 20 min after release from
metaphase II arrest resulted in early entry into mitosis
as determined by Hi kinase activity (Figure 5A) and
NEBD compared with a control (buffer-treated) extract.
NEBD occurred '40 min earlier in the Inh-2-treated
extract than in the control. In addition, Hi kinase ac-

tivity increased gradually over a 60-min time course,

whereas the activation of Hi kinase in the control oc-

curred with abrupt kinetics as expected. It should also
be noted that chromatin decondensation did not occur

in nuclei from Inh-2-treated extracts, although the for-
mation of nuclear envelopes was normal as determined
by phase contrast microscopy. Inh-2 was also able to
overcome a DNA/aphidicolin block, as shown in Figure
5B. A metaphase II-arrested extract was released into
interphase in the presence of DNA and aphidicolin for
70 min. Thirty minutes later, the extract was treated
with either buffer, 100 units/,ul Inh-2, or 1 ,uM OA. Hi
kinase activity of the control extract remained low
throughout the experiment, and no NEBD was ob-
served. As expected, the addition of OA to the extract
caused the activation of Hi kinase and NEBD after a

lag period. Addition of Inh-2 also resulted in both an

increase in cdc2 Hi kinase to the same level as in the
OA-treated extract and NEBD. The lag between the ad-
dition of Inh-2 and the activation of Hi kinase was

15 min shorter than with OA (30 compared with 45
min). Although the difference between the lag for Inh-
2 and OA was variable in different experiments, Inh-2
consistently activated Hi kinase more rapidly than OA.
The converse experiment relative to the addition of

Inh-2 investigated the effect of excess PrP-1 on the cell
cycle. Twentyfive minutes after CSF release, purified
catalytic subunit of PrP-1 was added to a final concen-
tration sufficient to dephosphorylate 6 pmol of phospho-
Hi - min-' ,ul-1. This amount resulted in an approxi-
mate threefold increase over the basal level of PrP-1 in
the extract. As shown in Figure 6, the control extract
reached maximum cdc2 Hi kinase activity 90 min after
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remained in mitosis as determined by nuclear mor-
phology. This result suggests that PrP-1 is not simply
dephosphorylating cdc2 substrates, although it is dif-
ficult to exclude the possibility that PrP-1 can specifically
dephosphorylate cdc2 substrates in the extract at a
higher rate than Hi.

Effect of Inh-2 on DNA Synthesis in Extracts
The data suggest that PrP-1 has some role in the reg-
ulation of DNA synthesis, either in ensuring the pro-
gression of DNA replication itself or as a signal of the
state of DNA synthesis (i.e., it signals that S-phase is
not complete), or both. To test these hypotheses, DNA
synthesis was determined in both control and cyclo-
heximide-treated extracts in the presence and absence
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Figure 3. Characterization of the cell cycle-regulated Hi-phospha-
tase. (A) effect of Inh-2 and OA on the cell cycle-regulated Hi-phos-
phatase. Aliquots of either metaphase II-arrested or interphase (40
min after CaCl2 addition) extracts were incubated with phosphatase
inhibitors for 10 min and then assayed for Hi phosphatase activity.
A, control; B, plus 100 units/il Inh-2; C, plus 200 nM OA; D, plus
1500 nM OA. (B) dose response of the effect of Inh-2 in an interphase
extract. Aliquots from an interphase extract were incubated with
varying concentrations of Inh-2 for 10 min and then assayed for Hi
phosphatase.

CSF release, and 100% NEBD occurred by 100 min (not
shown). The extract treated with PrP-1, on the other
hand, remained in interphase for .140 min as deter-
mined by Hi kinase activity and nuclear morphology.
Hi kinase activity just began to increase by 160 min,
the limit of this experiment, and no NEBD occurred. It
was possible that the delay in activation of Hi kinase
and NEBD in the extract was due to the fact that the
exogenous PrP-1 was dephosphorylating cdc2 sub-
strates, thereby preventing entry into mitosis. However,
the addition of the same concentration of PrP-1 to a
metaphase II-arrested extract had no detectable effect
on the Hi kinase activity in the extract even after 30
min of exposure to the phosphatase, and the extract
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Figure 4. Oscillation of PrP-1 in the cell cycle. A shows a control
extract and B a DNA/aphidicolin-blocked extract. Metaphase Il-ar-
rested extracts were prepared as described in MATERIALS AND
METHODS, either in the presence of 750 nuclei/,il (A) or with 2000
nuclei/,il plus 50 jig/ml aphidicolin (B). At various times after CaCl2
addition, aliquots were removed and assayed for either Hi kinase (0)
or for PrP-1 (a) using phospho-Hi as a substrate.
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Figure 5. Effect of inhibitor 2 on the cell cycle. Metaphase II-arrested
extracts were prepared as described in MATERIALS AND METHODS,
either in the presence of 750 nuclei/Al (A) or in the presence of 2000
nuclei/Al plus 50 tg/ml aphidicolin (B). At various times after the
addition of CaCl2 to induce cycling, aliquots were removed and assayed
for Hl kinase activity. (A) 20 min after the addition of CaCl2, the
extracts were treated either with (U) or without (0) 80 units/,l Inh-
2. (B) extracts were brought into interphase for 70 min before removal
of the first aliquot. Thirty minutes later, the extracts were treated
either with buffer (0), 80 units/,il Inh-2 (O), or 1 ,uM OA (A). The
arrows indicate the time at which Inh-2 and OA were added.

of 100 units/ml Inh-2. Despite the fact that neither cyclin
A nor B are present after release from metaphase II
arrest in cycloheximide-treated extracts, there is no effect
on the amount of DNA synthesis (Blow and Laskey,
1986; Walker and Maller, 1991). If PrP-1 were required
for DNA synthesis itself, then the addition of Inh-2 to
both the control and the cycloheximide-treated extracts
should result in the inhibition of this process. On the
other hand, if the inhibition of PrP-1 were to serve only
as a signal for the activation of cdc2 Hi kinase, then
DNA synthesis should be inhibited in the control extract,
as a result of entry into mitosis, but remain unaffected
in cycloheximide-treated extracts that cannot enter mi-

tosis because of the lack of cyclin synthesis. The results
of this experiment are shown in Figure 7. Figure 7A
shows a time course of DNA synthesis either with or
without Inh-2 in an untreated extract. The addition of
Inh-2 to the extract resulted in '-80% inhibition of DNA
synthesis relative to the untreated control, and the ex-
tracts entered mitosis prematurely as judged by both
Hi kinase activity and NEBD. The effect of Inh-2 on
extracts treated with cycloheximide is shown in Figure
7B. In the absence of new cyclin synthesis, Inh-2 also
inhibited DNA synthesis. In these extracts, the lack of
cyclin synthesis was confirmed by the absence of mitosis
determined by nuclear morphology and basal levels of
Hi kinase activity up to 3 h after calcium addition.

DISCUSSION

We have investigated the potential roles of protein
phosphatases in the early embryonic cell cycle. OA, a
potent inhibitor of both PrP-1 and -2A, was found to
bypass a DNA/aphidicolin block and to cause prema-
ture mitosis. This suggests a role for phosphatases in
controlling the transition from S-phase to M-phase in
the early embryonic cell cycle. It should be pointed out,
however, that OA has numerous effects on Xenopus egg
extracts depending on the time of addition to the extract.
OA has been observed to cause the activation of Hi
kinase in high-speed supematants of extracts prepared
from interphase eggs (Felix et al., 1990). The addition
of OA to metaphase II-arrested extracts, on the other
hand, results in release from metaphase II and entry
into interphase (Lorca et al., 1991). In addition, the in-
terphase period after OA addition at metaphase II-arrest

30
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Figure 6. Protein phosphatase 1 delays entry into mitosis. Metaphase
II-arrested extracts were prepared in the presence of 750 nuclei/il as
described in MATERIALS AND METHODS. At various times, aliquots
were removed and assayed for Hl kinase activity. Twenty-five minutes
after the addition of 0.4 mM CaCl2 to induce cycling, the extracts
were treated either with (U) or without (0) the purified catalytic subunit
of PrP-1 to a final concentration of 6 pmol * min-' * idl-'. This elevated
concentration of PrP-1 remained evident after addition to the extract.
The arrow indicates the time of addition of PrP-1 to the extract.
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is prolonged because of the inhibition of cyclin B syn-
thesis (Walker and Maller, unpublished observations).
The wide range of effects of OA raises questions about
the use of OA to assign effects to specific phosphatases
in crude systems. At best, OA may be used to imply a

role for phosphorylation/dephosphorylation in con-

trolling a step in a pathway of metabolic regulation.
To more specifically identify a role for protein phos-

phatases before mitosis, we directly investigated the
regulation of phosphatase activity using phospho-Hi
as a substrate. Hi phosphorylated by cdc2 was chosen
as a substrate for the following reasons. Hi previously
has been shown to be a substrate for both the type 1
and 2A phosphatases (Lee et al., 1991). In addition, be-
cause Hi is phosphorylated at cdc2 consensus sites, it
would be reasonable to expect that any phosphatase
responsible for dephosphorylating mitotic substrates
would be able to dephosphorylate phospho-Hi. Im-
portantly, the total Hi phosphatase activity changes
during the cell cycle, increasing shortly after release from
metaphase II arrest and falling in concert with the onset
of mitosis. Furthermore, we demonstrate that an Inh-
2-sensitive protein phosphatase activity, most likely a

PrP-1 type, accounts for at least part of this regulated
phosphatase activity (Figure 4). The Inh-2-sensitive
phosphatase activity first becomes active as the extracts
begin DNA synthesis and declines to basal levels shortly
before the onset of mitosis. A second peak of activity
was consistently observed to coincide with the peak of
cdc2 Hi kinase activity in mitosis. The importance of
this phosphatase in the control of mitosis was demon-
strated by the ability to manipulate the timing of the
initiation of mitosis in these extracts by artificially al-
tering the levels of this enzyme. On inhibition of the
phosphatase with the specific inhibitor, Inh-2 extracts
prematurely activate cdc2 Hi kinase and enters mitosis
early (Figure 5). When added to a DNA/aphidicolin-
blocked extract, Inh-2 induces an increase in Hi kinase
activity and NEBD, consistent with entry into mitosis.

Figure 7. Treatment of extracts with Inh-2 in-

hibits DNA synthesis. Metaphase II-arrested ex-

tracts were induced to cycle by CaCl2 addition and
assayed for DNA synthesis by incorporation of [a-
32P]dATP into sperm chromatin as described in
MATERIALS AND METHODS. At various times,
aliquots were removed and assayed for Hl kinase
activity and DNA synthesis. Extracts were treated
either without (A) or with (B) 100 tig/ml cyclo-
heximide for 10 min before the addition of calcium
to the extracts. Twenty minutes after CSF release,

60 120 180 extracts were treated either without (0) or with (A)
100 units/,ul Inh-2. The arrows indicate the time

Lfter CSF release of addition of Inh-2 to the extracts.

Conversely, extracts could be induced to delay in in-
terphase by the addition of exogenous PrP-1 (Figure 6),
suggesting that the Inh-2-regulated phosphatase is in-
deed PrP-1. These data provide evidence that PrP-1 is
involved in the control of the cell cycle, specifically in
the feedback pathway that delays mitosis until the
completion of DNA synthesis.

In addition, inhibition of this phosphatase has a direct
effect on DNA synthesis. Even in the absence of new
cyclin synthesis, treatment of the extracts with Inh-2
results in a loss of DNA synthesis (Figure 7B). Because
no new cdc2/cyclin active complexes are formed, it is
highly unlikely that the loss of DNA synthesis is a result
of entry into mitosis. This suggests that PrP-1 is also
required for the onset of DNA synthesis in Xenopus early
cell cycles. A mutation in PrP-1 has been shown to cause
excessive chromatin condensation in Drosophila (Axton
et al., 1990), and we also observe that chromatin remains
condensed in Inh-2-treated extracts even though nuclear
envelopes form normally. From these observations, it
appears likely that the loss of DNA synthesis in Inh-2-
treated extracts is due to the inability to decondense the
chromatin during entry into interphase. The effect of
PrP-1 on DNA synthesis is probably distinct from the
regulation of the onset of mitosis, because the premature
activation of cdc2/cyclin induced by Inh-2 occurs in
extracts that have not been delayed by high concentra-
tions of DNA (Figure 5A). The inhibition of PrP-1 by
Inh-2 also accelerates the activation of cdc2 Hi kinase
activity even in the total absence of DNA (not shown).
Such broad effects in the control of the timing of the
early embryonic cell cycle strongly suggest that PrP-1
plays a pivotal role in the regulation of S-phase in Xen-
opus embryonic cell cycles. One attractive hypothesis
would be that PrP-1 is regulated by the mitotic clock
that determines the timing of S- and M-phases in a

normal cell cycle (Murray and Kirschner, 1989b). Feed-
back mechanisms, such as the one triggered by incom-
plete DNA synthesis, which disrupt the normal cell cy-
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cle, would maintain PrP-1 in an active state to prevent
the premature onset of mitosis.

Evidence from fission yeast also supports a role for
PrP-1 during S-phase. Booher and Beach (1989) re-
ported that a gene, termed bwsl+, caused a G2 arrest
in a weel-/cdc25ts double mutant at the restrictive
temperature. This double mutant normally expresses a
wee phenotype at the restrictive temperature. The
bwsl+ gene product is 82% identical to the catalytic
subunit of mammalian PrP-1. This is in keeping with
our own observations that an excess of PrP-1 signifi-
cantly delays the progression of the cell cycle, whereas
the removal of PrP-1 significantly speeds up the cell
cycle. These genetic data imply a role for PrP-1 in con-
trolling the regulation of the onset of mitosis. The exact
point at which PrP-1 exerts its action remains unclear,
but one likely explanation of this data is that the over-
expression of PrP-1 sends a signal that DNA synthesis
is still ongoing. Although it is possible that PrP-1 is
involved in the regulation of the cdc25 and weel activ-
ities, the absence of both weel and cdc25 in the double
mutants studied by Booher and Beach (1989) implies
that the activation of cdc2 is regulated by additional
controls other than tyrosine dephosphorylation and that
these controls involve PrP-1. Evidence that supports
the regulation of mitosis by mechanisms other than ty-
rosine 15 phosphorylation/dephosphorylation recently
has been demonstrated in budding yeast (Amon et al.,
1992; Sorger and Murray, 1992). One good candidate
for a further regulation point is the phosphorylation of
T161; to become active, cdc2 must be phosphorylated
at this site (Ducommun et al., 1991; Gould et al., 1991;
Solomon et al., 1991). An intriguing hypothesis is that
regulation of both the tyrosine phosphorylation (by the
weel and cdc25 gene products) and the threonine 161
phosphorylation (by the as yet unknown kinase[s] and/
or phosphatase[s]) are controlled upstream by the ac-
tivity of PrP-1. If PrP-1 is indeed a component of the
cell cycle clock, then this is a reasonable possibility.
During interphase, cyclin A/cdc2 is active and is also

probably nuclear (Pines and Hunter, 1991). Cyclin A/
cdc2 also has been shown to have a role in controlling
entry into mitosis in Xenopus egg extracts (Walker and
Maller, 1991). It is possible that the cyclin A activity
present during interphase interacts with PrP-1 to me-
diate the dependence of mitosis on completion of DNA
synthesis. At first inspection, there are similarities be-
tween the two activities. The ablation or inhibition of
either activity results in exit from DNA synthesis and
premature entry into mitosis (Walker and Maller, 1991;
this work). One major difference between the regulation
of cdc2 kinase activation by PrP-1 and cyclin A is in
the timing of entry into mitosis as a result of loss of
these activities. Loss of cyclin A results in premature
mitosis only when the cycle has been delayed due to
incomplete DNA synthesis, whereas loss of PrP-1 ac-
tivity results in premature mitosis even in normally pro-

gressing cycles. Although both proteins may ultimately
act on the same pathway of activation of cyclin B/cdc2,
this observation does not preclude the possibility that
cyclin A/cdc2 and PrP-1 act along two different feed-
back pathways, each with a distinct role in regulation
of the S -- M transition. The nature of the relationship
between the actions of cyclin A/cdc2 and PrP-1 merits
investigation.

In apparent disagreement with our results, Felix et al.
(1990) previously reported that PrP-1 does not have a
role in OA-induced mitosis. There are significant dif-
ferences between the two experimental approaches,
however, that may account for the discrepancy. Our
extracts from metaphase II-arrested cells carry out
functional cycles of DNA synthesis and mitosis in the
presence of exogenously added DNA. Felix et al. per-
formed their experiments with frozen high-speed su-
pernatants from activated eggs, which contained no
DNA and could not carry out protein synthesis. If PrP-
1 has a role in coordinating the transition from S-phase
to M-phase as we have suggested, then it is likely that
in partially fractionated extracts in the absence of DNA,
the feedback mechanism involving PrP-1, which would
normally regulate this step, is not in place.

In addition to activity during S-phase, we also ob-
served PrP-1 to be active at mitosis (Figure 4A). A re-
quirement for PrP-1 in the completion of mitosis has
been well documented. Mutants of PrP-1 in fission yeast
(Ohkura et al., 1989), Aspergillus nidulans (Doonan and
Morris, 1989) and Drosophila (Axton et al., 1990), cause
arrest of the cell cycle in midmitosis. A number of roles
of PrP- 1 at this time have been suggested. These include
involvement in chromatin packaging and spindle dy-
namics (Axton et al., 1990), the dephosphorylation of
mitotic substrates (Doonan and Morris, 1989; Axton, et
al., 1990), and sister chromatid disjoining (Ohkura et
al., 1989; Axton et al., 1990). Our observations provide
the first biochemical evidence that PrP-1 activity is in-
creased in mitosis and confirm a role for this phospha-
tase at this time in the cell cycle. Interestingly, PrP-1
activity does not appear to be elevated in metaphase II-
arrested extracts (meiotic M-phase-arrested), even
though the activity of cdc2 kinase is high at this time.
Metaphase 1I-arrested extracts often spontaneously exit
mitosis, and the low levels of PrP-1 activity may reflect
the early stages of such spontaneous release. Alterna-
tively, the low levels of PrP-1 in metaphase II-arrested
extracts may reflect a difference between meiotic and
mitotic metaphases. Differences in the effects of PrP-1
inhibiting antibodies also have been observed in systems
that have different cell cycle arrest points (Picard et al.,
1989). Further work needs to be done to investigate the
role of PrP-1 at meiosis II in Xenopus.

It is clear from this work that there are significant
changes in PrP-1 activity during the embryonic cell cy-
cle. However, the activities of both PrP-1 using phos-
phorylase as a substrate (Kinoshita et al., 1990) and PrP-
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2A using either phosphorylase a (Kinoshita et al., 1990)
or myosin light chain (Ruediger et al., 1991) as substrates
have been reported to change little during the cell cycle.
One possible explanation for these apparent discrep-
ancies is that the kinetics with respect to specific sub-
strates (such as phospho-Hl) change within the cycle.
The kinetics of PrP-1G, the PrP-1 activity involved in
the regulation of glycogen metabolism, have been
shown to change for specific substrates in response to
hormones (for review, see Cohen, 1989). In rabbit skel-
etal muscle, PrP-1G is a complex of the PrP-1 catalytic
subunit and the G subunit, a 160 000-KDa protein (Tang
et al., 1991) that interacts with glycogen. The G subunit
may be phosphorylated at two sites, site 1 and 2, by
the cyclic AMP-dependent protein kinase resulting in
the dissociation of the C subunit from the G subunit.
The free C subunit is five to eightfold less effective than
PrP-1G in the dephosphorylation of gl.ycogen synthase.
In response to insulin, however, the G subunit becomes
phosphorylated at site 1 only, resulting in a 2.8-fold
increase in the glycogen synthase phosphatase activity
of PrP-1G and tight binding to glycogen (Dent et al.,
1990). It is possible that a similar mechanism of regu-
lation exists in the early cell cycles of Xenopus, where
PrP-1 might associate and dissociate with a specific tar-
geting subunit in a cell cycle-dependent manner. The
likelihood of this possibility is increased by the finding
that the G-subunit kinase specific for site 1 is a homolog
of S6 kinase II, which is cell cycle regulated in Xenopus
oocytes and eggs (Lavoinne et al., 1991). Another likely
explanation is that in the simple cycles of early Xenopus
embryos, only the phosphatases required for progres-
sion through repetitive S- and M-phases are present or
active, and so their activities are not masked by other
phosphatase activities participating in other cellular
processes.
The data presented here demonstrate multiple roles

for PrP- 1 in the cell cycle. Not only is it involved in
mitosis as has been demonstrated previously (Doonan
and Morris, 1989; Ohkura et al., 1989; Axton et al.,
1990), but it is also active during interphase and is in-
volved both in the process of DNA replication and as
part of the feedback system that controls the transition
from DNA synthesis to mitosis in early Xenopus cell
cycles. A model for the action of PrP-1 in the activation
of cyclin B/cdc2 is shown in Figure 8. The ability of
PrP-1 to block the activation of cdc2, which is normally
catalyzed by cdc25 (Russell and Nurse, 1986; Gautier
et al., 1991; Kumagai and Dunphy, 1991; Lee et al.,
1992), supports the possibility that cdc25 itself is reg-
ulated by phosphorylation. The fact that PrP-1 is in-
tegrally involved at several steps in the cell cycle dem-
onstrates the importance of this enzyme in controlling
the cell cycle. Because the activity of PrP-1 is easily
measured using cdc2-phosphorylated Hi, cell free ex-
tracts from Xenopus eggs will continue to serve as an
excellent model to elucidate the mechanism of action

T Y
14 15
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CELL CYCLE
CLOCK

DNA

Vc:B:SYNTHESIS
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Figure 8. Model for the role of PrP-1 in the activation of cyclin B/
cdc2. We propose that PrP-1 plays a central role in the regulation of
the activation of cdc2. Active PrP-1 is required to maintain cyclin B/
cdc2 in an inactive tyrosine-phosphorylated state. It is likely that one
target of PrP-1 is the cdc25 phosphatase that dephosphorylates ty-
rosine 15. In addition, PrP-1 is required for DNA synthesis. PrP-1 is
proposed to be regulated by the hypothetical "Cell Cycle Clock" that
determines the timing of S- and M-phases in a normal cell cycle (Mur-
ray and Kirschner, 1989b).

and upstream regulation of this phosphatase in the cell
cycle.
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