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Multiple-dose activated charcoal in acute self-poisoning: a randomised controlled trial

Odds ratio Number of events Test for interaction
(95% Cl) MDAC  SDAC p value
Poison suspected 09
OP and carbamate —— 0-83(0-54-128)  43/429 52/440
Oleander = 0-89 (0-50-159) 23/540  26/549
Other/unknown pesticide and paraquat m 0-90 (0-49-1-63)  22/345 24/340
Medicine < 0-48 (0-04-5-33)  1/160 2/154
Unknown 133 (0-38-4-62) 6/54 5/58
Poison confirmed 10
OP and carbamate —B—— 0-82(0-54-1-25)  45/460 53/454
Oleander —a— 0-89 (0-50-1.59)  23/541 26/549
Other/unknown pesticide and paraquat u 0-92(0-48-1.77)  18/331 20/340
Medicine < 0-49 (0-04-543)  1/158 2/155
Unknown 1-20 (0-22-6-68) 6/11 5/10
Time since ingestion (h) 031
<2 i 0-82(0-40-1-65)  15/214 19/225
Between 2 and 4 A 111(0-68-1-81)  37/478 33/471
Between 4 and 7 —— 078 (0:45-137)  24/442 30/440
=7 L 0-84(0-45-1-54)  20/383 24/388
Severity 0-91
Asymptomatic = 0-96 (0-50-1-85)  18/734 19/745
Symptomatic GCS 14/15 —— 0-80(0-49-1-29)  32/613 40/620
Symptomatic GCS <14 —— 0-89 (0-56-1-41)  47/184 50/179
Overall — 0-89(0-67-118) 97/1531 109/1544
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Webfigure 3: Forest plot of mortality for multiple-dose activated charcoal versus single-dose activated charcoal
MDAC=multiple-dose activated charcoal. SDAC=single-dose activated charcoal. OP=organophosphorus. GCS=Glasgow coma score. *Test for trend.
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