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Supplementary Methods 

Immunogold electron microscopy. The analysis was performed on rat renal tissue, fixed in a 

mixture of formaldehyde, glutaraldehyde, and phosphate buffer, soaked in glucose and frozen, or 

alternatively embedded in Lowicril K4M resin (Electron Microscopy Sciences, Societa` Italiana 

Chimici, Rome, Italy), as previously described (Regele HM, Fillipovic E, Langer B, Poczewki H, 

Kraxberger I, Bittner RE, Kerjaschki D: Glomerular expression of dystroglycans is reduced in 

minimal change nephrosis but not in focal segmental glomerulosclerosis. J Am Soc Nephrol 2000, 

11:403–412). An indirect immunogold labeling procedure was performed on ultrathin sections. 

Briefly, after blocking, the material was incubated with the primary antibody, then by the 

secondary 10-nm gold-conjugated goat anti-mouse secondary antibody (Aurion, DBA, Milan, 

Italy). Specificity of antibody labelling was demonstrated by the lack of staining after substituting 

proper control immunoglobulins (Invitrogen) for the primary antibody. 
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