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15.The informed consent is exempt for the following reasons.

The blood samples for this study are aliquots from the patients' routine
blood sampling during their stay in the ICU, and there will be no additional
blood drawing for this study. The treatment and health care of the patients
during the study period will neither be affected by the enrollment status of
the patients nor by the data derived from this study. All the patients
enrolled and all the blood samples collected will be "coded". All the data
will be analyzed anonymously.
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