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F1GURE 1. Data from the first experiment testing the effects of methane and ni-
trogen on PHB consumption and production is shown. The first two phases of
metabolism in PHB-rich cells of M. parvus OBBP exposed to methane and nitro-
gen are depicted. Panel (a) compares TSS (black squares) and concentration of
cells (open squares), panel (b) compares the concentration of dissolved nitrate as
N (open trianlges) with the N-TSS (black triangles), and panel (c¢) compares the
PHB content of the cells (black circles) with the concentration of dissolved methane
(open circles). All error bars represent the range of values for replicate samples
(cell concentration, N-biomass, methane concentration, PHB content) or the range
of values of duplicate measurements taken for replicate samples.
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FiGURE 2. The depletion of PHB in cultures of M. parvus OBBP exposed to
methane and nitrogen with (open circles) and without formate (open squares) and
the depletion of formate (black triangles) are depicted. Error bars represent the
standard deviation of triplicate measurements. Each concentration of formate rep-
resents a single data point.
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FiGURE 3. The depletion of PHB in cultures of M. parvus OBBP exposed to ni-
trogen in the absence of methane with (open circles) and without formate (open
squares) and the depletion of formate (black triangles) are depicted. Error bars
represent the standard deviation of triplicate measurements. Each concentration of
formate represents a single data point.
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