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The large 180—220 kb invasion plasmid of Shigella and
enteroinvasive Escherichia coli (EIEC) encodes several major
immunogens detected in convalescent sera from monkeys and
humans. These include the gene products of ipa4 (70 kDa), ipaB
(62 kDa), ipaC (41 kDa) and ipaD (37 kDa) (1). The four ipa
genes are ordered as ipaBCDA and are located contiguously on
the invasion plasmid (1). We have previously reported the
complete nucleotide sequence of ipaB, C, D and approximately
250 bp of sequence encoding the 5’ end of ipaA, within which
is located a Shine Dalgarno (GAGG) sequence (2). Here we
report the complete nucleotide sequence and the predicted amino
acid sequence of S. flexneri 5 ipaA, from the translation initiation

codon to the sequence for the carboxy-terminal amino acid,
obtained by double-stranded DNA sequencing of plasmid clones
overlapping the ipaDA region. The ipaA DNA sequence encodes
a protein of 633 amino acids with a molecular weight of 70 kDa.
The first four amino acids (MHNV) predicted by the ipad gene
sequence are similar to those seen in the ipaB gene sequence (2).
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