
Methods

Epidemiologic Aspects of the HIV+ Cohort Studied.  Patients with HIV-1 participating in the
US Air Force portion of the Military HIV Program Natural History Project contributed samples
for this study. Wilford Hall Medical Center (WHMC) is the referral hospital for all Air Force
personnel who develop infection with HIV. The voluntary, fully informed consent of the subjects
used in this research was obtained as required by Air Force Regulation (AFR) 169-9.  A total of
1,120 patients were evaluated, including 507 seroconverting individuals. The demographic
background of this cohort is 55% European American (EA), 36% African American (AA), 6%
Hispanic American (HA) and 3% other. The median age at the time of diagnosis was 28 years
(range, 18 to 70 years), and 94% of the subjects were males. The median follow-up time was 6.2
years for the entire cohort. It was 6.6 years for the seroconvertors, using as the initial time-point
the estimated seroconversion date (the midpoint between the last negative and first positive HIV
test). The median time from the last negative HIV-1 test to estimated seroconversion was 10.8
months. Forty percent of this cohort progressed to AIDS (1987 criteria) and 39% died during the
study period, which ended December 1999. Additional epidemiological features of the HIV-1
infected cohort are as described (1, 2).  Control unlinked European-, African- and Hispanic-
American blood donors from North America were also genotyped. The characteristics of the
European- and African-American control groups were as described (1).  The Hispanic American
controls were from blood donors in San Antonio, TX.  The views expressed here are those of the
authors and do not reflect the official policy of the Department of Defense or other departments
of the US government .
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