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We have isolated clones which contain rat p53 ¢cDNA from a rat Py T21 cell cDNA library (1).
Three cDNA clones hybridize with a probe corresponding to the mouse p53 cDNA (2) and all of
them were shown to derive from a single mRNA species. The cDNA contains an open reading
frame encoding a polypeptide of 390 amino acids. The predicted amino acid sequence reveales
88% homology with mouse p53 (2), 78% with human p53 (3) and 50 % with Xenopus laevis p53
(4). The 5' non coding region of the cDNA is not complete but overlaps perfectly with the
corresponding region deduced from the genomic sequence of the first exon (5). The 3'
untranslated region is 82% homologous with the same region of the mouse p53 cDNA.
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Fig: Bold DNA sequence corresponds to the first exon deduced from genomic sequence (5).
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