Appendix 1 (as supplied by authors): Example of search strategy

MEDLINE

Canadian rule OR national emergency x radiography utilization study OR NEXUS low risk criteria OR low

risk cervical spine criteria

EMBASE

#2 canadian AND c AND ('spine'/exp OR spine) AND rule

#3 canadian AND 'c spine' AND rule

#4 canadian AND cervical AND ('spine'/exp OR spine) AND rule

#5 canadian AND cervical AND rule

#6 #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5

#7 national AND ('emergency'/exp OR emergency) AND x AND ('radiography'/exp OR radiography) AND

utilization AND ('study'/exp OR study)

#8 'nexus'/exp OR nexus AND low AND ('risk'/exp OR risk) AND criteria

#9 low AND ('risk'/exp OR risk) AND cervical AND ('spine'/exp OR spine) AND criteria

#10 #7 OR #8 OR #9

#11 #6 OR #10
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