
Included studies from Search 1 (n=769) 
Potentially relevant articles identified through 
computerized searches up to May 30, 2011 

Studies excluded (n=702) 
Not evaluating PCR diagnostic test for C. diff: 646 
Review articles: 14 
Not in English: 18 
Nonhuman samples: 11 
Case reports: 13 

Potentially appropriate articles to be 
included (n=67) 

Studies excluded (n=50) 
Not evaluating PCR diagnostic test for C. diff: 20 
Insufficient data: 10 
PCR used in algorithm: 4 
PCR used as reference standard: 6 
Wrong reference standard: 3 
Nonhuman sample: 1 
Articles: 5 
Letters: 1 
 
 
 

Studies included from Search 1 (n=17) 

Studies included from manual 
inspection of references and 
repeat search Jan 27 2012(n=9) 

Studies included in meta-analysis (n=25) 

eFigure. PRISMA search strategy. 
PCR=Polymerase Chain Reaction 


	Slide Number 1

