
 

Appendix to: Hróbjartsson A, Thomsen A, Emanuelsson F, et al. Observer bias in randomized clinical trials with blinded and 
nonblinded assessors of measurement scale outcomes: a systematic review. CMAJ 2013. DOI:10.1503/cmaj121505.  

Copyright © 2013 Canadian Medical Association or its licensors 
 

Appendix 1 (as supplied by the authors): Search strategy  
 
PubMed:  
(Random*) AND [((blind* OR mask*) AND (unblind* OR nonblind* OR non-blind* OR "non blind*" OR unmask* OR 
nonmask* OR non-mask* OR "non mask*")) OR (“observer bias" OR "ascertainment bias" OR "rater bias" OR 
"detection bias")] 
 
Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials:  
(Random*) AND [((blind* OR mask*) AND (unblind* OR nonblind* OR non-blind* OR "non blind*" OR “not blind*” OR 
unmask* OR nonmask* OR non-mask* OR "non mask*" OR “not mask*”)) OR (“observer bias" OR "ascertainment 
bias" OR "rater bias" OR "detection bias")]  
 
PsycInfo:  
(Random*)  AND [((blind* OR mask*) AND (unblind* OR nonblind* OR non-blind* OR "non blind*" OR "not blind*" OR 
not-blind* OR unmask* OR nonmask* OR non-mask* OR "non mask*" OR "not mask*" OR not-mask*)) OR ("observer 
bias" OR "ascertainment bias" OR "rater bias" OR "detection bias")] 
 
Embase:  
(Random*) AND [((blind* OR mask*) AND (unblind* OR nonblind* OR non-blind* OR "non blind*" OR "not blind*" OR 
not-blind* OR unmask* OR nonmask* OR non-mask* OR "non mask*" OR "not mask*" OR not-mask*)) OR ("observer 
bias" OR "ascertainment bias" OR "rater bias" OR "detection bias")] 
 
Cinahl:  
(Random*) AND [((blind* OR mask*) AND (unblind* OR nonblind* OR non-blind* OR notblind* OR unmask* OR 
nonmask* OR non-mask* OR notmask*)) OR ("observer bias" OR "ascertainment bias" OR "rater bias" OR "detection 
bias")] 
 
HighWire Press:  
random* AND (“blinded/unblinded” OR “masked/unmasked”) OR 
random* AND (“blinded and unblinded” OR “unblinded and blinded”) OR 
random* AND (“blinded and not blinded” OR “not blinded and blinded”) OR  
random* AND (“blinded and unblind” OR “unblind and blinded”) OR 
random* AND (“blinded and nonblinded” OR “nonblinded and blinded”) OR 
random* AND (“blind and unblinded” OR “unblinded and blind”) OR 
random* AND (“blind and unblind” OR “unblind and blind”) OR 
random* AND (“blind and not blind” OR “not blind and blind”) OR 
random* AND (“blind and nonblind” OR “nonblind and blind”) OR 
random* AND (“masked and unmasked” OR “unmasked and masked”) OR 
random* AND (“masked and not masked” OR “not masked and masked”) OR 
random* AND (“masked and nonmasked” OR “nonmasked and masked”) OR 
random* AND “blinded observer” AND “unblinded observer” OR 
random* AND “masked observer” AND “unmasked observer” OR 
random* AND “blinded assessor” AND “unblinded assessor” OR 
random* AND “masked assessor” AND “unmasked assessor” OR 
random* AND “blinded examiner” AND “unblinded examiner” OR 
random* AND “masked examiner” AND “unmasked examiner” OR 
random* AND “blinded rater” AND “unblinded rater” OR 
random* AND “masked rater” AND “unmasked rater” OR 
random* AND “blinded observers” AND “unblinded observers” OR  
random* AND “masked observers” AND “unmasked observers” OR 
random* AND “blinded assessors” AND “unblinded assessors” OR 
random* AND “masked assessors” AND “unmasked assessors” OR 
random* AND “blinded examiners” AND “unblinded examiners” OR 
random* AND “masked examiners” AND “unmasked examiners” OR 
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random* AND “blinded raters” AND “unblinded raters” OR 
random* AND “masked raters” AND “unmasked raters”.  
 
Google Scholar:  
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND (“blinded/unblinded” OR “masked/unmasked”) -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (and OR versus OR vs) (unblinded OR 
unblind OR nonblinded OR notblinded OR notblind OR unmasked OR nonmasked OR notmasked)” AND -meta-analysis 
(restrict to medicine) OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND (“blinded and not blinded” OR “blinded and non blinded” OR “blinded 
and not masked”) AND -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND (“blinded and non masked” OR “blind and not blind” OR “blind and non 
blind” OR “blind and not masked” OR “blind and non masked”) AND -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND (“masked and not masked” OR “masked and non masked” OR “masked 
and not blinded” OR “masked and non blinded”) AND -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (observer OR data OR rater OR assessor 
OR assessment OR outcome)” AND "not blinded" (observer OR data OR rater OR assessor OR assessment OR 
outcome") AND -meta-analysis OR   
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (examiner OR reviewer OR investigator 
OR evaluator)” AND "not blinded" (examiner OR reviewer OR investigator OR evaluator") OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (observer OR data OR rater OR assessor 
OR assessment OR outcome)” AND "not blind" (observer OR data OR rater OR assessor OR assessment OR outcome") 
and -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (examiner OR reviewer OR investigator 
OR evaluator)” AND "not blind" (examiner OR reviewer OR investigator OR evaluator") OR  
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (observers OR raters OR assessors OR 
assessments OR outcomes)” AND "not blinded" (observers OR raters OR assessors OR assessments OR outcomes") 
AND -meta-analysis OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (examiners OR reviewers OR 
investigators OR evaluators)” AND "not blinded" (examiners OR reviewers OR investigators OR evaluators") OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (observers OR raters OR assessors OR 
assessments OR outcomes)” AND "not blind" (observers OR raters OR assessors OR assessments OR outcomes") 
(restrict to medicine) OR 
(randomised OR random OR randomized) AND “(blinded OR blind OR masked) (examiners OR reviewers OR 
investigators OR evaluators)” AND "not blind" (examiners OR reviewers OR investigators OR evaluators").  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


