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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

 

Video S1. Time lapse video stream showing corpse removal process by Reticulitermes 

flavipes toward dead nestmates. The digital recording starts at the beginning of corpse 

introduction. Ten corpses are carried into the holding chamber by workers within 3.5 min. 

Video is played at 5 times normal speed. 

 

Video S2. Video clip showing aggression and alarm behaviour by Reticulitermes flavipes 

toward R. virginicus corpses. The clip is taken at 3 min and 40 s after corpse introduction. A 

soldier shown on the right displays abrupt forward movements biting the corpses several 

times. Alarm behaviour is shown as longitudinal vibration of bodies by workers near the 

entrance. Video at normal speed, 20 s clip. 

 

Video S3. Time lapse video stream showing burial process by Reticulitermes flavipes 

toward R. virginicus corpses. Video shows the first 30 min after corpse introduction.  

Note recruitment of many workers and soldiers over time, and the initiation of corpse burial. 

Video is played at 25 times normal speed. 

 

 


