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Supplement Table 1.  Spatial methods by substantive topics.  
 
 
  Proximity Aggregation Clustering Interpolation Smoothing Spatial 

Regression
Marginal Total * 65 44 36 14 12 47 

Disparities (race/ethnic or 
socio-economic disparities) 
 

25 10 6 5  1 5 

Mortality 18 3 2 2 1 4 8 

Birth outcomes (birth 
defects, pre-term birth, etc.) 
 

14 8 2 2 1  2 

Cancer 33 10 2 11 1 4 8 

Other chronic diseases 
(CVD, diabetes, asthma, 
respiratory conditions, etc.) 
 

31 11 7 1 4 2 7 

Infectious disease 21 3 2 8 6 2 6 

Behavioral (physical activity, 
diet, obesity, drug use) 

17 7 10    1 

Neurological issues and 
mental health (Parkinson's, 
depression, etc.) 

13 4 3 5   3 

Resource related (health 
clinic access, food or 
physical activity 
environments, optimizing 
location) 
 

40 17 20 1 2  4 

Air quality and climate 46 21 12 1 4  11 

Other physical environment 
studies (toxic waste/landfill, 
electromagnetic fields, etc.) 

22 13 2  1  7 

 
* Each article can be represented more than once. Cells are not mutually exclusive, thus, the sum of cells does not 
equal the marginal totals and the sum of the marginal totals does not equal the number of unique articles (n=195).  For 
example, a disparity article can involve 1 or more methods and an article that uses spatial proximity measures could 
involve 1 or more substantive categories. 
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Supplement Table 2.  List of articles selected for inclusion, articles published in seven target 
journals January 2000 through February 28, 2011. 
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B.  Citations using spatial methods that are not part of the georeferencing section, n=193  
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