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GENERAL COMMENTS

This is a well conducted study addressing the very important topic of
ethnicity-related variations in incidence of and outcomes of acute
myocardial infarction.

The limitations of the study are clearly described, particularly in
terms of small numbers in some ethnic minority groups. The
discussion could be abbreviated and | wonder if you have any
comments to add on the perhaps surprising finding of similar rates of
Ml in the African group comapred with the white Scottish population-
given that even relatively recent publications suggest that, at least in
men in England and Wales, Africans and African Caribbeans
continue to experience lower rates of CHD compared with the White
European population. | appreciate that numbers are small, but you
do go into some discussion of the Chinese group where numbers of
events are equally small.

- The manuscript received a second review at the HEART but the reviewer did not give
permission for their comments to be published

Comments to the Author

VERSION 1 - AUTHOR RESPONSE

This is a well conducted study addressing the very important topic of ethnicity-related variations in
incidence of and outcomes of acute myocardial infarction.

Thank you.

The limitations of the study are clearly described, particularly in terms of small numbers in some

ethnic minority groups.
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Thank you.

7. The discussion could be abbreviated and | wonder if you have any comments to add on the
perhaps surprising finding of similar rates of Ml in the African group compared with the white Scottish
population- given that even relatively recent publications suggest that, at least in men in England and
Wales, Africans and African Caribbeans continue to experience lower rates of CHD compared with
the White European population. | appreciate that numbers are small, but you do go into some
discussion of the Chinese group where numbers of events are equally small.

Thank you. As stated in our manuscript, we focused on findings where the CI did not include 100. The
African group is a very heterogeneous one and includes African, Caribbean and Black Scottish, as
well as Black other (combined because of small numbers and to prevent disclosure). Our results are
too imprecise to offer anything other than preliminary observations and we have noted this as a
limitation in our manuscript. This said, it is interesting that whereas African-American populations
used to have comparatively low CHD rates but high stroke rates, recently African Americans have lost
their advantage in relation to White Americans, and Mensah et al showed they had comparatively
high mortality from ischaemic heart disease and stroke in 2001.(1)
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