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Our centre has clear indications for surfactant treatment that are based on the European 

Consensus Statement [1]. All infants in the respiratory distress syndrome (RDS) study group 

had severe respiratory distress and an oxygen requirement >40%. The common definition of 

RDS includes a characteristic chest radiograph. Some of the Very Low Birth Weight infants 

with RDS received – in accord with the guidelines – surfactant early after birth without having 

a radiograph [2]. Therefore, the common definition could not be applied in this clinical study. 

The definition of our RDS study population includes only severe cases of respiratory distress, 

therefore we excluded cases of RDS in which surfactant treatment had not been required. 

This approach is in accordance with previous works on RDS and surfactant application and 

has proven to be both rigorous and feasible [3]. 
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