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Supplemental Figure. Introduction of control vectors does not affect survival of 
retinal cells. 

(A-D) Control vectors for Nel overexpression (RCAS-IRES-EGFP) (A, C) or RNAi 
knockdown (pT2K-CAGGS-Control miRNA-EmGFP with pCAGGS-T2TP) (B, D) 
were introduced into one half (left side) of the developing retina by in ovo 
electroporation at HH9-11 (E1.5). Retinal sections were prepared at E6, and apoptotic 
cells were detected by TUNEL assay (red). The areas of transgene expression are 
marked by expression of a GFP reporter (Transfection side, green). A subset of 
TUNEL-positive cells is indicated by arrows. Neither ectopic expression of EGFP 
alone nor introduction of control miRNA has not significantly affected programmed 
cell death in the developing retina. Scale bars, 50 μm. 

(E) Quantification of apoptotic cells. The numbers of TUNEL-positive cells on the 
transfected side were compared with those on the control side and plotted as mean ± 
s.e.m. ANOVA test. 

 




