
14459 December/96 CJS /Page 448

448 JCC, Vol. 39, No 6, décembre 1996

Fournier’s gangrene is a polymicrobial
synergistic necrotizing infection of the
perirectal, perineal or genital area.
Anorectal disorders, genitourinary in-
fections and traumatic injuries are the
most common causes.
The patient usually presents with

erythema, pain and swelling. There is
often crepitus of the skin, and areas of
gangrene or blister formation (Fig. 1).
The skin manifestations may not rep-
resent the true extent of the infection,
which moves aggressively along fascial
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planes. Also, the patient usually has
systemic signs such as fever, hypoten-
sion, tachycardia and leukocytosis.
Plain radiographs demonstrate sub-

cutaneous emphysema in 90% of cases
(Fig. 2).
Initial treatment requires volume

resuscitation and initiation of broad-

spectrum antibiotics. Aggressive sur-
gical débridement of all nonviable tis-
sues is then necessary. Fig. 3 is an op-
erative view in the case of a patient
who was fortunate to have his scrotum
and musculature spared by immediate
surgery.
In the majority of cases, the testes,

glans penis, bladder and rectum are
spared because they have a separate
blood supply. Urinary and fecal diver-
sion may be required. Large tissue de-
fects can be covered with skin grafts
or by flap placement, with good re-
sults (Fig. 4).
Despite aggressive treatment, this

severe infection is associated with a
death rate of 40%.

Bibliography

1. Ahrenholz DH. Necrotizing soft-
tissue infections [review]. Surg Clin
North Am 1988;68(1):199-214.

2. Barkel DC, Villalba MR. A reap-
praisal of surgical management in
necrotizing perineal infections. Am
Surg 1986;52(7):395-7.

3. Laucks SS 2d. Fournier’s gangrene
[review]. Surg Clin North Am 1994;
74(6):1339-52.

SURGICAL IMAGES

FIG. 4

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS
AVIS DE CHANGEMENT D’ADRESSE

To ensure that you continue to receive the Canadian Journal of Surgery without interruption, please fill in and mail this
form before you move.

Avant de déménager, assurez-vous de recevoir sans interruption le Journal canadien de chirurgie en complétant et en ex-
pédiant le formulaire suivant.

Please print / En lettres moulées, svp

Name / Nom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Old address / Ancienne adresse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

New address / Nouvelle adresse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Date effective / Date de prise d’effet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Subscribers please mail to: Subscription Administrator, Canadian Medical Association, PO Box 8650, Ottawa ON  K1G 0G8.

Abonnés, veuillez expédier à : Responsable des abonnements, Association médicale canadienne, CP 8650, Ottawa ON  K1G 0G8.

US address changes / Les Postes américaines enverront les changements d’adresse à : INSA, PO Box 1518, Champlain
NY  12919-1518


