Appendix B: Studies identified in search that described PDSA method in sufficient detail to be included for full analysis

Iterative Cycles Prediction- Small-scale testing Data over time
based test of
change
Sample Complexity Duration
First Author Cycle(s) Iterative Number Content of Prediction- Total Incremental Several Total Length of Deduced Length Regular Use of Data Time Type of Data
referred nature of cycles final "act" based test of sample scale over tests of Length of individual average of cycle R)/ statistics Interval used to inform
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PDCAs? per chain first cycle duration/
to end of number of
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Beger (1) PDCA Single 1 2 Further Testing change - 33 N/A No 30 Not Stated 30 30 I None Before and Quantitative and
isolated changes with explicit after Qualitative
cycle implemented prediction

articulated in
plan

Bittle(2) PDSA Iterative 3 1 Not referred Testing change Not Stated No sample size Yes 45 Cycles 1: 4, N/A 4;3;12 R p value 12 Quantitative
chain to data Cycle 2: 3,

Cycle 3:12

Boyd(3) PDSA Iterative 7 5 New PDSA Testing change 100 Not No 7 1 N/A 1 R p value Weekly Quantitative
chain scheduled incremental

Brown(4) PDSA Single 1 5 New PDSA Testing change Not Stated N/A Yes 1 1 N/A 1 N None N/A Qualitative
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