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Data supplement- Figure S1. Identification of Amplicon Size for Bacteroidetes, 

Firmicutes and the Universal Primer Set.  Scan of two agrose gels showing the 

amplicon size for the universal (UNIV), Bacteroidetes (BACT),  and Firmicutes (FIRM) 

primers used for quantitative polymerase chain reaction (qPCR) assays.  The size of the 

universal primer amplicon was 466 base pairs, the size of the Bacteroidetes amplicon 

was 184 base pairs and the size of the Firmicutes primer amplicon was 179 BP. The 

methods for the Bacteroidites and Firmicutes primers were modified from the methods 

of Armougom et al.[1] and methods for the universal primers were modified from the 

methods of Nadkarni et al.[2]  The primer sequences are shown in Supplemental Table 

1.  A total of 200 nM of the forward and reverse primers were used for each of the 3 

assays and samples were at 20ng/µL but at varying amounts of total DNA. The final 

volume of all assays was 25µL. All qPCR runs were as follows: pre-amplification stage 

95 °C for 10 min and (40 cycles at 95 °C x15 seconds, 60 °C  x 1 minute) for each cycle 

and were run for 30 cycles.  
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