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e would like to invite you to take part in
Wthe Welsh study of mothers and babies.
Before you decide, you need to
understand why we are carrying out this research
and what it would involve for you. Please take time

to read this information sheet carefully.

If you would like more information about the study
then ask your midwife. If you decide you do not
want to take part, it will not affect the care that
you receive during your pregnancy. Please take
your time to decide if you would like to take part
in the study. You can stop taking part in the study
at any time, even if you have agreed to take part.

What is the purpose of the study?

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether certain findings
that are sometimes seen on ultrasound scans done between 18 and
20 weeks of pregnancy can tell us anything about the health of
your baby. These findings are often known as ‘markers’. As
ultrasound images have improved, more of the ultrasound markers
have been found. However, we do not know if these markers are
important for your baby’s health. So we need to collect this
information and investigate if there are any connections with long-
term health and development of the baby.

Why have I been invited?

We are asking all women in Wales who have decided to have an
ultrasound scan at 18 to 20 weeks to take part in the study.
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Do I have to take part?

It is entirely up to you if you would like to take part in the study. You
do not have to take part in the study and you will be able to
withdraw at any time without giving a reason. This would not affect
the standard of care you receive.

What will happen to me if I take part?
* We will ask you to fill in a short questionnaire.

* If you agree to take part, the person doing the ultrasound scan
will record on the computer screen whether or not they have
seen any markers. They will send the information to the study
centre.

* The person doing the scan will tell you if they have seen any
problems that are normally reported at the time.

» They will not tell you about ultrasound markers that are not
normally reported because we don’t yet know what they mean.

e The research team will use your NHS number to link your scan
records with results from other tests you might have during
pregnancy.

* The research team will use your baby’s NHS number to collect
information about the health of your baby and to get the results
of your baby’s blood-spot test.

e The study team will write to you after the birth to check on the
health of your baby.

* If you would like to take part in this study, we will ask you to sign
a consent form.

What will I have to do?

Come for your ultrasound scan appointment as arranged with you
by the Ultrasound Department. The Antenatal Screening Wales
leaflet, ‘Ultrasound scans in pregnancy’ gives you more information
about the scan.



Will my private and medical details be
kept safe?

All information the team collect about you during the study will be
kept confidential. All information will be held securely on hospital
computers and by the study centre.

What will happen to the results of the
research study?

The research team will publish the findings from this study in a
scientific journal. They will not include your name and personal
details in any reports or publications.

Who is organising and funding the
research?

Antenatal Screening Wales is working closely with Cardiff University
to carry out this research. It is being funded by the Welsh Assembly
Government /Medical Research Council Health Research Award
Partnership.

More information and contact details

Your local trust contact is

Name and contact number

Further information also available from the study research midwife

Name and contact number

Lynne Williams
Tel: (029) 2078 7837
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