
Why are medical and health-related studies not being published?  Appendix S1 

 

Appendix S1: Literature search strategy (Ovid –MEDLINE, EMBASE) 

1. publication bias/ 

2. (file adj1 drawer*).ti,ab. 

3. ((rate* or full or fully or journal* or peer-reviewed) adj3 (publish* or publication* or non-

publication* or nonpublication* or unpublish* or unpublish*)).ti,ab. 

4. ((fate or publish* or unpublish* or un-publish* or publication* or nonpublication* or non-

publication*) adj4 (abstracts or presentation* or meeting* or conference* or 

congress*)).ti,ab. 

5. 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 

6. ((survey* or interview* or questionnaire*) and (author* or researcher* or investigator* or 

trialist*)).ti,ab. 

7. 5 and 6 

8. ((factor* or determinant* or reason*) adj4 (publish* or publication* or nonpublication* or 

non-publication* or unpublish* or unpublish*)).ti,ab. 

9. 7 or 8 

10. (meta-analysis or systematic review).ti. 

11. 9 not 10 

 

 

 

 


