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• Two types of vaccine are available for the prevention of pneumococcal diseases 

caused by specific Streptococcus pneumoniae serotypes; the pneumococcal 

polysaccharide vaccine (PPV23) and the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV7, 

PCV10, and PCV13).  

• The age groups and risk groups recommended for pneumococcal vaccination vary 

greatly between countries within Europe, as well as which vaccine (PPV23 versus 

PCV) should be administered.  

• Differences in pneumococcal immunization recommendations can impact the rates 

of immunization between countries. 

• Age-based immunization programs are easier to implement and can consequently 

result in higher vaccine uptake than risk-based programs, which require 

identification of individuals with specific diseases. 

• Clarifying or simplifying pneumococcal vaccination recommendations and improving 

their dissemination could help to increase pneumococcal vaccine uptake, which in 

turn could improve vaccine coverage and decrease the high burden of 

pneumococcal diseases in adults, both through a direct effect of the vaccine and 

herd effect in unvaccinated individuals. 
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