Test S3: Results

Osteology

Five of the 15 male individuals (33.3 %) from Szbkxhibit traces of traumas caused by violent con-
flicts or hostilities (Ind. 4, 13, 27, 37, 43). time Early Middle Ages, grave furnishing with weapon
generally highlights the importance of warfare. &sally the large numbers of weapons in Sz6lad
indicate a highly unstable political situation dwyithe Migration period. The Lombards occupied
Pannonia as confederates of Byzantium, and militanyflicts with variant confederates and oppo-
nents are conveyed for 547, 551-553, 565, and 568 A, p. 24-26, p. 150]. The military influence
on the society and the political framework combiméth the mobile lifestyle possibly contributed to
the frequency of fractures among the Szélad badaimunity. Generally, typical frequencies of skull
injuries are 5 — 7 % with a clear predominancehafrg-force traumata [2]. However, exceptions oc-
cur, such as the late Antique to Early Medieval etamy of Bitburg/Germany. There, traces of vio-
lence are present at the skulls of 50 % of thealsjrbut only in males they can be attributed tl-mi
tary activities [3].

Ankylosis of two vertebrae in the central areahaf thoracic spine of a male (Ind. 3) was caused by
spondylosis degree 4. Two males with fracturesherskulls (Ind. 43) and the humerus (Ind. 45)
showed ankyloses of three, resp. four thoracic/mmviertebrae which may also have resulted from
traumas. Age-related ankyloses are unlikely becthesaeighboring vertebrae exhibit hardly any al-
terations. According to the overall diagnostic fimgs DISH (diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostpsis

can also be excluded.
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