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Additional files 
Additional file 2 – Summary of sociodemographic characteristics 

Character-
istic 

Controls Occupationally exposed 

Total  
(percentage) 

Male/female 
(percentage) 

Total  
(percentage) 

Male/female 
(percentage) 

Total sample 
91 

(100%) 
24/67 

(26%/74%) 
181 

(100%) 
122/59 

(67%/33%) 

2004 survey 
48  

(53%) 
24/24  

(50%/50%) 
155  

(86%) 
122/33  

(79%/21%) 

2006 survey 
43  

(47%) 
0/43 

(0%/100%) 
26 

(14%) 
0/26 

(0%/100%) 

Character-
istic 

Controls Occupationally exposed 
Range  

(min-max) 
Mean Median 

95th 

percentile 
Range  

(min-max) 
Mean Median 

95th 

percentile 
Age 
distribution 
(years) 

11-59 24 23 39 9-75 27 25 46 

Years living in 
the area 

0-59 11 6 35 0-59 9 5 27 

Years of 
exposure to 
mercury 

0 0 0 0 1-23 4 3 12 

Data sources: The data were taken from the Global Mercury Project (GMP) conducted by UNIDO in Zimbabwe in 
2004 [1, 2], and from a health and biomonitoring project focusing on women of child-bearing age and their infants 
conducted by the University of Munich (LMU; Germany) in Zimbabwe in 2006 [3]. 
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