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Figure legend:  The effect of a dextrin diet and a chow pellet diet on body weights and mitochondrial stress. 

Male rats (5 months old) were habituated for 7 days after arrival at a vivarium.  They were divided into 
two groups (7 rats/group) based on a dextrin and a chow pellet diet.  Body weights were measured every day for 
two weeks.   Immediately thereafter, rats were sacrificed and prefrontal cortex was collected to assess 
mitochondrial stress by measuring mitochondrial membrane swelling (Jung et al., 2012).  Intact mitochondria 
scatter light at 540 nm wavelength; mitochondrial swelling and rupture reduces mitochondrial light scattering 
and, thus, absorbance at 540 nm (a faster decline indicates more severe mitochondrial membrane swelling).   
Neither body weights nor mitochondrial membrane swelling showed a statistically significant difference 
between the two groups.  N=7 rats/group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


