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Supplementary Table S1. Mean (± SEM) chromatic contrast values of color paper and 

paint used for dummies compared to their corresponding spider body coloration and 

decorations by honey bees, and the results of one-sample t tests comparing the various 

values with a honeybee photoreceptor discrimination threshold of 0.1 hexagon units. 

 Comparisons Chromatic contrast values t df p 

Silver paper vs. spider silver band 0.0501 ±0.0045 0.04 41 0.45 

Black paper vs. spider black band 0.0529 ± 0.0040 0.71 59 0.24 

Yellow paint vs. spider yellow band 0.2552 ± 0.0103 19.77 23 < 0.0001 

White paper vs. web decoration 0.0452 ± 0.0017 -2.78 39 0.0042 
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Supplementary Figure S1. (a) Dorsal (left) and ventral (right) view of female Argiope 

aemula against a web decoration. Photographs taken by C.-P. L. (b) A schematic representation 

of the dorsal and ventral view of the paper dummies resembling female Argiope aemula in size, 

appearance and colour used in our field experiments. 
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Supplementary Figure S2. Details of our experimental setup. Shows: (a) a live female 

Argiope aemula with a fully cruciform decoration. Photograph taken by C.-P. L. 

(b) A diagrammatic representation of the setup of a dummy spider against a fully 

cruciform dummy decoration. 
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Supplementary Figure S3. Reflectance spectra of silver paper (a), black paper (b), 

yellow paint (c) and white paper (d) used to construct dummies and the corresponding 

spider body parts and web decorations. 

 


