Total studies identified from electronic searches
(Database inception to January 2011) n=36 956
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Citations excluded n= 35 537

Potentially relevant articles obtained in full manuscripts

n= 1606

Identified from electronic searches n= 1419
Identified from manual reference list checking n= 187

Articles excluded from review with reasons:
Not a measure of low birth weight n= 166
Inappropriate outcome measure n= 37
Lack of original data (review articles/letters) n= 384
»| Gestational age unreported n= 229
Duplicate publications n= 15
Incorrect population n= 106
Data not extractable n= 564
Papers unavailable n= 13
Total excluded n= 1514
v
Selected for inclusion in overall review n=92 (23 051 541 individuals)
Childhood and adult outcomes (this report) n=59 (2600 383 individuals)
Test No. of studies No. of individuals
Birth weight <2.5kg 23 628 242
Birth weight other thresholds 5 3952
Population growth chart< 10" percentile 21 1985 405
Population growth chart other percentiles 7 11121
Customised growth chart < 10" percentile 1 654
Ponderal Index 2 5954
Other measurements of fetal growth 6 11 565

Figure S1. Study selection process for systematic review of the prognostic and predictive ability
of current birth weight standards for short and long term outcomes




