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Introduction to the Supplemental Online Appendix

The Supplemental Online Appendix provides the results of the qualitative content analysis of Weibo posts
containing the keyword for each infectious disease included in our paper. Each section follows the same
format: first, a figure of the time series of the daily count of Weibo posts that contained the specified
keyword; second, the date of the peak for which we performed the content analysis; third, sample Weibo
posts that were representative of the posts of the peak, as well as the count and categories of Weibo posts
that they represented. The order in which the diseases are presented follows the list of the Law of the
People’s Republic of China on Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases (14 A\ ERHEFIEZ 2495
[F7672%), as of 2012 [1]. For an official English translation of the Law, see reference [2]. Viral hepatitis is
counted as one disease in the law, but we counted Hepatitis A, B, C and E separately following the disease
reporting scheme of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention.

Notes:

The user IDs of Weibo users in our database had been anonymized and replaced by random numbers. If
they appeared in the Weibo posts, they are either deleted from the presentation below, or they are printed as
@[user]. Sometimes, @[userl], @[user2] etc., are used to distinguish one user from another in the same
Weibo post (for example, in a repost of a repost of a Weibo post).



1. Plague
Figure S1. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Plague” (B ) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of January 27, 2012.



Peak Date: January 27, 2012
Total count: 32

Summary: There were 32 Weibo posts that mentioned “plague” on January 27, 2012. Of them, 31 posts had nothing to do with the real disease. “Plague” was
used as an analogy to negative comments about Kim Hee-Chul (£7351, 7 €] &), a member of the Korean pop group Super Junior, spread by those Weibo users
who disliked him. The Chinese fans club of that Korean pop group was telling Kim’s fans not to argue with them, not to re-post their posts, and to delete their
posts, so that their opponents would not gain any benefit (i.e. high re-post rate) from them.

The other post involved someone’s family history: his father got rid of plague in Beijing in 1949.

Table S1. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Plague” (F) on January 27, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count | Sources / References / Notes Category

day (%)

ANBELE A H #7453 | Do not give the rat in the sewer a chance to spread the 31 Original Weibo post Personal

B Nl 2~ AT 3 BT 1 10 plague. ~ Wg n;ed c!ean air and environment. ~ To have the | (97%) Reference: ‘ comments

23S IS~ 7526 N ZEHR A handsome Xi [i.e. Kim Hee-Chul, a member of the Korean http://www.weibo.com/156705465 | (Pop culture)

B T ~ o3 A S S pop group Super Junior] to look at is a feast for the eyes. ~ 4/y21.1YwOQOq

/ JeHp ?i—l: BT At the Chinese New Year, create trouble for yourself by

~ El@[u\ser] 5 o R finding things to get angry. //@[user] To clean the house~~ Fans club notice (long Weibo post,

I AU AN The Homepage looks better if it is cleaner, doesn’t it? January 27, 2012):
http://www.weibo.com/177968234
5/y2IVK2GQe

1949 £ 1 HAb ¥, 2 H 4 Beijing was liberated in January 1949. On February 4, my 1 (3%) | Original blog post: Quotation

H, REWEMNE TXX fat}.ler.wgs appoinjted as the Head qf the 7™ Qistrict. The http://blog.renren.com/share/24610 | from ’

K, #XEENTHO, AR jurisdiction was city center, including the Tiananmen Square, 7183/11357677201 someone’s

21 K 2. R East & West Chang’an Street, East & West Jiaominxiang blog post

R %\ /t; L EE ; ;%j@\‘ - [Legation quarter] etc., many important institutions were that

- = L\ S i _‘j:‘ also there. The district committee motivated the people; mentioned

EH KRSRAMBEA, BT | established the political authority; confiscated firearms; family

B, WS, FTd BT, combated the black market; removed rubbish; tidied up the history

TEERBIR . B, A
77 KR, AR JERHERLAS
e IR A R XORE
R ST PN Y T e
7.

street vendors; organized production; got rid of plague. They
rapidly improved the dirty and chaotic district (with
languished businesses) and ensured that the Founding
ceremony [of the People’s Republic of China] would be
successfully held.



http://www.weibo.com/1567054654/y2LIYwOOq
http://www.weibo.com/1567054654/y2LIYwOOq
http://www.weibo.com/1779682345/y2IVK2GQe
http://www.weibo.com/1779682345/y2IVK2GQe
http://blog.renren.com/share/246107183/11357677201
http://blog.renren.com/share/246107183/11357677201

2. Cholera
Figure S2. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Cholera” (L) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of October 10, 2012.



Peak Date: October 10, 2012
Total count: 84

Summary: Of the 84 Weibo posts that mentioned “cholera” on October 10, 2012, 73 were related to a cholera outbreak in Huangshi, Hubei province. Of these 73
posts, the majority (n=64) were news reports and re-posts thereof. Nine posts were health education, advising people to avoid food vendors of low hygienic
standard and to practice good personal hygiene, including “eating cooked food, drinking boiled water, washing hands”.

Other Weibo posts that mentioned “cholera” include 3 posts that described the challenges of development and cholera prevention in Haiti; 2 posts about Garcia

Marquez’s Love in the Time of Cholera; and 6 about Mr. Zhu Rongji, the former premier of China.

Table S2. Sample Weibo entries that contain the keyword for “cholera” (L) on October 10, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Notes Category
Cholera outbreak in Huangshi, 73 (87%)
Hubei
#EELE LAt A K& —RESLZE | #Cholera# “An outbreak of cholera takes place in 64 (76%) http://www.chinanews.com/fz/ | News related
FE Baisdm A 3 ) Wkt 34~ | Huangshi, Hubei; 3 confirmed cases” This is the 31 2012/09-25/4208934.shtml to Cholera
WRAEIIES 3 REELIEE . 41, cholera outbreak in Hubei province in the recent 3 outbreak
e p o . mesx months. The outbreak investigation reveals that
Beis i i %E%{EE L patients had meals in a hotel. Among the catering staff
BUINLTANRAA %, HNAS : :
N - »EAH at the hotel, one was a carrier who was responsible for

o T processing of the cold dish.
//@[user1 |FTMEA RS, TR /N //@[userl] Being gluttonous is risky; beware of cold 5 (6%) Original Weibo post Health
! /@[user2] #EEL# [H2HE] Xt dish //@[user2] #Cholera# Beware. It is better not to education;
PR A A R (R BT RN buy cold dish, dish made with master stock (Chinese: personal
PSS FIEEE. NEMAEASERE B 7K), and cold food from restaurants and food comments on

R S o o A vendors whose hygienic conditions are not up to the cholera
fl/?jﬂ%os %{; EJ_EL{E?%?%/J\ . standard. It is safer to go home and make them outbreak

@'[user ] x’i{’?ﬂ; N iﬁ 'E‘ yourself! //@[user3] Again, cold dish!!! Beware,
It (2010 fﬁﬁ@f‘ﬁ*& i AL everyone! (In 2010, after receiving reports of 33
%l 33 4], A ELAEESA AN cholera cases in Meng City, Anhui, the whole county
bans the provision of cold dishes.)

EILEE WEZYE > a]f5a])& - #& | Cholera is a common infectious disease that can be 4 (5%) http:/mews.qq.com/a/2005091 | Health
LN ARERIAE S| | prevented and treated. According to expert analysis, 6/001476.htm education

StaRERYASR - TRIEET
B EERFATAE - HE R

the majority of the cases in this outbreak are linked to
eating unclean food. Experts remind citizens: if you



http://www.chinanews.com/fz/2012/09-25/4208934.shtml
http://www.chinanews.com/fz/2012/09-25/4208934.shtml
http://news.qq.com/a/20050916/001476.htm
http://news.qq.com/a/20050916/001476.htm

& BITK - AT AR
AL -

pay attention to maintain personal hygiene and
practice “eating cooked food, drinking boiled water,
washing hands”, you will not be infected with cholera.

Haiti, its reconstruction after the 3 (4%)
earthquake and its cholera
prevention efforts.
#HAERIEG# [VE > BI58]) JEith5;: | #Peace-keeping image# “Haiti, don’t cry” Since the 3 (4%) Original Weibo post About Haiti
EBREHESE » KX 50 /5 | Haitian strong earthqgake happened more than two
N AE I S TR JEE P I S years ago, there are still about 500,000 people living
fi - IR BRI 2 | e, Hatts unemployment rat
- I&ﬁ%ﬂk—?—% iig"i\?; 60%\ © Rk is over 60%. The continual decrease of humanitarian
BV NI SORUR FT gt 2 aid is a severe threat to the reconstruction process in
ISR TR ERE 0 TEARIL | Haiti, especially in the prevention and treatment of
FETUFIIFEJTH - NINI X35 | cholera. The recent hurricane has made the economic
PN EED > Bt ES%&E | and societal development of Haiti even worse.
HEE EI0GE -
Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s Love in 2 (2%)
the Time of Cholera
#EPBHETEEAARLBE 9 it E #Book ranking# Love in the Time of Cholera is still 2 (2%) http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/sin | About the
HEfTRE » (EELINHANYZSS) ficskfe | listed in the book sa'les charts of People’s Bo,okshop in gle.php?type=reply&feedid=11 povel Lgve
FE% > R AT September. Over a tln?e's‘p?m of 50 years, Marquez 0318071054613 in the Time
BT e | ol s ool v v ool
E ’ g Egggﬁﬁ%ﬁiggﬁé% itself is’a diséase of ’love”. ’
5 IAHHIEE  =mHEEYES
BHER > HENEE..... &2
“EELLAGHE MEER -
Zhu Rongji, former premier of 6 (7%)
China
EHE - AEE—DA  — D In China, there was such a man: an orphan, whose 6 (7%) http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/cop | About
Lo R4 QE# . 1Y 0 BHE father died befgre he was born, and his mother died age/singlemsg?msgid=273758 former
IE o BT MITESRS e R When he was nine. I1l-fated, when he attended school 006953866 Chlne.:se
T JLFIEE - B At in western Hunap, he pearly died of choler.a. He was a premier Zhu
Bl famous high achiever in Tsinghua University. He led Rongji
g g Y )

Az o At S0 o [ IR P e I S 4 i
Gl - E UL AR EEE TR
IRRER > BEIGUELRIGZRET -

LR AEES 100 CIFERS > 99 CIEF4A T

China to overcome the Asian Financial Crisis
smoothly. He was infuriated because of the corrupt
and poor engineering work at Jiujiang Dyke. He
weeped when he saw the soliders who fought the



http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?type=reply&feedid=110318071054613
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?type=reply&feedid=110318071054613
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?type=reply&feedid=110318071054613
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/copage/singlemsg?msgid=273758006953866
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/copage/singlemsg?msgid=273758006953866
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/copage/singlemsg?msgid=273758006953866

B —HOWSHC - st —
MH—REE -

flood. He also prepared 100 coffins, of which 99 were
reserved for the corrupt government officials and one
for himself. He is the famous premier — Zhu Rongji.

10




3. SARS
Figure S3. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword “Fei-dian” (JEB&), i.e. SARS, in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.

250 -

200 -

150 -

100 -

specified keyword

(%a)
o
|__

Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the

S O 0 0 O
AR SRR CURR LS SR CYIS

Date

Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of July 25, 2012.



Peak Date: July 25, 2012
Total count: 214

Summary: Of the 214 Weibo posts about “Fei-dian” (FE#1), i.e. SARS, on July 25, 2012, 169 posts were about the rainstorm and flooding in Beijing that led to
many injuries and deaths on July 21, 2012. As many people suspected that the government was covering up the actual number of victims of the floods, the
Beijing Municipal Government held a press conference on July 24 and declared that they would release the official data as quickly as possible. The director of
the press office of the Beijing Municipal Government also said that having experienced the challenge of SARS (“Fei-dian”), they would never cover up the case

count of injury and death again.

Another 41 posts could be classified as personal comments or recollection of personal experiences. Weibo users recollected their own experiences of disasters

including SARS in 2003.

Table S3. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Fei-dian” (JE#E), i.e. SARS, on July 25, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Notes Category
day
Rainstorm and flooding in 169 (79%) Social issue
Beijing led to many deaths
ML | //@[user] [JEFF | Too embarrassed to say anything even if he wants to speak | 137 (64%) | http://news.qq.com/a/20120725/ | News related
7 B IEHR &Rz | up! /@[user] “Beijing Municipal Press Office: Having 000097.htm to flooding
e sty _ experienced SARS, we would not cover up the case count in Beijing
1'/7\7t;&?—17 J?_ 2j B, f PR of injury and death” On July 24, in response to people’s (the press
ijjw%ﬁmjj CHrryfe >t suspicion of the case count of injury and death caused by conference
SORTE P EAL LR > EAEH the rain storm, the Director of the Press Office of the of Beijing
WA B EHE - RS Beijing Municipal Press Office, Wang hui, said that they Municipal
1 HERILE BN & were identifying the corpses and would release information Government
SARS HIZ L » A E[al#E{5 | as soon as possible. Wang also mentioned that having press office)
TR - (BTERM) experienced the challenge of SARS, Beijing Municipal

Government would never cover up the case count of injury

and death again.
2003 FIEHEAE] > R YEEIRIE | During the SARS epidemic in 2003, the major of Beijing, 32 (15%) An example of a similar post: Personal
RIS > dbetiikEdefn | Meng Xuenong, and the minister of health, Zhang http://weibo.com/2256351864/y | comments
A B ST B R G o Wenkang, were dismissed because they covered up the u6YLsfXp
= epidemic and the case count. There is a tradition of cover-
EAESRN, up.
Recollection of memory / 41 (19%)

reminiscence (SARS as
personal experience)

12



http://news.qq.com/a/20120725/000097.htm
http://news.qq.com/a/20120725/000097.htm
http://weibo.com/2256351864/yu6YLsfXp
http://weibo.com/2256351864/yu6YLsfXp

ET+4&E, #MiEsoE—E I have lived 20 years, having experienced a drought that 41 (19%) http://tieba.baidu.com/p/182348 | Personal
BEWR, 60 E—BMER, was 1 in 50 years, a snow storm that was 1 in 60 years, a 9513 comments
100 &£ — @3 > 300 E£—3& flood that was 1 in 100 years, a mudslide that was 1 in 300
HERER. 500 FE—B Ao years, an earthquake that was 1 in 500 years, a tsunami that
ag' ER L, s i was 1 in 600 years, and also solar eclipses, lunar eclipses
=, 600 E_li@%'ﬁuﬁ ' A | and meteors. ... Facing SARS, I attended primary school,
ftoHERERE. MEIFHR | stepping on avian flu, I attended lower middle school;
v BEERRL#G, taking the risk of influenza A, I attended upper middle
SERHELEEH, FE LA | school; now I attend university, someone said that 2012 is
T XTEE 2012 tHERA | & th_cz end of the world! What a spectacular lives we have...
MEETHAEHEEM |
7.
Posts that were not related to 4 (2%) Original Weibo post *

SARS

*Note: Our keyword for SARS was “Fei-dian”, which is the short form of Fei-dian-xing Fei-yan, atypical pneumonia. As we did not perform tokenization
process of the Chinese Weibo text, our search algorithm returned any posts that contained the term JEBiLET «

Fei-dian-xing” (atypical).
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http://tieba.baidu.com/p/1823489513
http://tieba.baidu.com/p/1823489513

4. HIV/AIDS

Figure S4. Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the keyword for HIV/AIDS (3£¥%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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World AIDS Day

Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts that were generated on the peak date of December 1, 2012.
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Peak Date: December 1, 2012
Total count: 2046

Summary: December 1, 2012 was the 25" World AIDS Day. Both the Chinese government and its media outlets were active advocates of HIV/AIDS prevention
and the elimination of discrimination against HIVV/AIDS patients. Many famous individuals took part in HIV education activities.

Of the 2046 Weibo posts generated on December 1, 2012, that mentioned the keyword for “HIV/AIDS” (33%%), there were posts that mentioned individual HIV
patients that were part of media news reports on World AIDS Day, including an HIV -positive woman and her hushand (n=31), an HIV-positive man inviting
people to drink tea with him (n=28), and an HIV-positive homosexual man afraid to meet his parents (n=19). There were also some news highlight posts that
mentioned World AIDS Day.

The majority of the posts were related to health education/information, for example, introducing World AIDS Day (n=474); carrying the slogan for “Striving
towards zero AIDS” (n=85); educating the public on the origin of World AIDS Day (n=55); advocating the removal of discrimination against HIVV/AIDS patients
(n=53); providing information related to HIV transmission among men who have sex with men (n=50); describing the routes of HIV transmission (n=48);
mentioning World AIDS Day as “Today in history” (n=33); explaining what AIDS is (n=23); and explaining that the proper use of condoms is an effective
means to prevent HIV transmission (n=22). Weibo posts are also means to promote other health promotion events, for example, an interactive health education
activity (n=17); and a health promotion activity that gives away condoms (n=17).

We also identified posts that describe HIV/AIDS statistics, including UN global estimates (n=22), China’s national estimates on male homosexual transmission
(n=50), and national HIV estimates (n=15). There were also posts that provided statistics from various provinces and municipalities, including Zhejiang Province
(n=23), Henan Provine (n=22), Hunan Province (n=4), Shanghai Municipality (n=3) and Chongging Municipality (n=2), and posts that provided statistics from
certain cities, including Shenzhen (n=5), Dongguan (n=4), Zhuhai (n=3) and Foshan (n=3) of Guangdong Province, and Suzhou city (n=4) of Jiangsu Province.

The involvement of top politicians in HIV/AIDS prevention activities attracted a lot of attention. These included the visit of HIVV/AIDS patients on the eve of
World AIDS Day 2012 by Xi Jinping (then General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, and later in March 2013 also the
President of the People’s Republic of China) (n=94), the public service advertising / short movies on World AIDS Day that featured Peng Liyuan, the wife of Xi
Jinping as well as WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS (n=21) (reference:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38609#.U8Q4iPIdVQF; June 3, 2011; accessed July 14, 2014) and a comment made by Premier Wen Jiabao
(n=9).

Some Weibo posts discussed HIV-related social issues. For example, some remembered the renowned gynaecologist and AIDS activist Dr. Gao Yaojie who was
forced to leave China for the United States in 2009 (n=32); some discussed the discrimination faced by HIV patients when they look for employment
opportunities (n=25).

Based on our data, it was apparent that World AIDS Day 2012 successfully drew the attention of Chinese netizens, as represented by our dataset of users who
had 1000 or more followers. Furthermore, World AIDS Day 2012 was a health promotion campaign that encompassed many events and activities across China.

15


http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38609#.U8Q4iPldVQF

Our data demonstrated that there was no single event or news article or Weibo post (and its reposts) that dominated the entire Weibo conversation about World
AIDS Day 2012. There was a diversity of Weibo contents about HIV/AIDS on World AIDS Day 2012.

Table S4. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “HIV/AIDS” (3£3) on Dec 1, 2012

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
News of individual HIV patients 80 (3.9%)

[ T 5% N—%1E G530 LI “A woman was infected with HIV after having one- 31 http://www.china.com.cn/info/ | News of an
;H#ﬁ Y NG, RETR night-stands with many people Husband says will (1.52%) dress/2012- HIV patient
JE, AL HIV. {855 H LS, protect her all her life” After having problems in her 12/01/content 27280838.htm
S N E T A T e e A r'elationship, §he spent h.er time active in the night Xiandgi Jin Bao (Modern Gold
I, Mg T Sk, 124 1 H, life, and was infected with HIV eventually. A healthy Post) is the name of a
%’% - I NI - man gets married to her. After marriage, fortunately newspaper.

FHHH, AL ARE | gpe gave birth to a healthy child. Later she became
) http://t.cn/zjcOOSF pregnant multiple times, seriously damaging her
health. December 1, World AIDS Day, pay attention
to AIDS. (Xiandai Jin Bao) http://t.cn/zjc0OfF
#Ua AL - IiEIR e e es B v 2 #Northwest. Lion Affairs Post# “Henan HIV patient | 28 http://life.gmw.cn/2012- News of an
BB IRZE Y IR B LR R Rk provided tea on the street of Xian” “I am Qin Yuejie, | (1.37%) 11/30/content 5852747.htm HIV patient /
A, RS TR —FHsnm? 11 |2 HIV patient. Would you be willing to stop and have Health
RS Jhe a cup of hot tea?” On November 29, at the entrance education *
H29H, TE&&@E%&?E’J)\D - : : .
Bb, T RO 2SR A A8 P of Hulmln Street, Gulou, Xla.ln, Qin Yuej.le, an HIV
N e patient from Henan, would like to use this special
KR 7 AALE Z N T 3 o method to let more people understand HIV.
127 1H %Eﬁ 25 N FACER H December 1 is the 25" World AIDS Day, he hoped
il A BRI L IX R 7 5, AT PAME AL 23T | that through this method, he would be accepted by
9, society.
#45 H ke LR it e gy &g ta W, | #Jinri Shang Bao# “He, a homosexual, is infected 19 http://dnsb.cnnb.com.cn/portal. | News /
ZRY BAR MR 00 A E4 3= | with HIV, and is afraid to see dad and mum.” Even (0.93%) php?mod=view&aid=5375 health
though people would not be so scared as in the past information

AREt s, (HIX IR 58 4 2T FL I
TR A E N AR PETE AR
KIS, S8 1~9 H, itk
4 HIV / AIDS 287 5, i gkge
17261, w71 %1, HssEr: 12 .
http://t.cn/zjciS3n

when talk about AIDS, this disease that has not been
fully conquered by the medical profession, is still
frightening to many. According to the statistics of the
city’s Health Bureau, this year from January to
September, our city reports 287 cases of HIV/AIDS
in total, of which there were 172 cases of infection
and 72 patients and 12 reported deaths.
http://t.cn/zjciS3n

(News about
a
homosexual
HIV patient
and statistics
from Ningbo

city)
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http://t.cn/zjc0OfF
http://www.china.com.cn/info/dress/2012-12/01/content_27280838.htm
http://www.china.com.cn/info/dress/2012-12/01/content_27280838.htm
http://www.china.com.cn/info/dress/2012-12/01/content_27280838.htm
http://life.gmw.cn/2012-11/30/content_5852747.htm
http://life.gmw.cn/2012-11/30/content_5852747.htm

[ REHE 25 MR HEH]Y GfiE | “Today is the 25" World AIDS Day” Ma Zhifa, the 2 (0.10%) | http://hsb.hsw.cn/2012- News of two
NSk s [ 3k Tk e Ova %, — | HIV infectee who had “recruited smiling people”, a 12/01/content_8466080.htm HIV patients
R, MEMEE T Bk, FEHihie iealriliater, regrit's t(lilat h; hac:) Sto}?d forwar;l‘, l;)lelclause

N . T e likes to see his daughter, but he cannot find her
Eig%gﬁgﬂﬁg ’6 ; Efiq}g g now. 31-year-old HIV infectee Chang Zheng, has

'—ﬁa‘:‘* { . e spent 6 years as a volunteer. He said, “Even though
fiRon: BERGE3L” § LB R he is infected with HIV, he wants to live out the
friz ZHE AR ... Kz LUIRIEAE | content of a life that is not mandated for his
#, MILAEMGE . http:/t.cn/zjc9KrU fate......Care HIV infectees, starting from now.

http://t.cn/zjc9KrU
News highlights 4 (0.2%)
B 12 31 HREESE: 1. &fEER | Star Post December 1™ highlights: ... 2. The “Crime | 2 (0.10%) | http://weibo.10086.cn/ M1007 | News
BN PM2.5, BuE<— =377, and Punishment” of a criminal infected with HIV. ... 03339 highlight
2. —AYWIRIRACTR S B, 30 4 [the rest of the Weibo post with other news is not (including a
W HFE RSB IR R 5 4 translated here] piece of
40 BT KBTRES B RET, 5. 3 ews ahout
LT SRR, KRR T R A patient)
T 6. IEBHINGE 6 BPE R FEL—H
HHZET o

[HEFiiEeS HE L] o KEHS “News Channel. Today highlights” ... World AIDS 2 (0.10%) | http://native.cnr.cn/pic/201212/ | News
KIERXIBEZE, DM HE. 2 F. zsd0 | Day: Invite you to pay attention to the current status t20121202 511461880.html mentioning
LTI % BE S AR TS Bk T ot 5 of HIV p'revention and treatment in our country, to World AIDS
A O TR [ Y R A B ic;g;nd—m-hand and make progress towards “zero” Day
K, ? r”j“é’f”%“%@ﬁ'ﬁfé R [the rest of the Weibo post with other news is not
PEEEDIRATENS: FF 45 | tanslated here]

5 B EAE E MR R4 ] mHCHR B
R A S ORI IR S R R
Health education (World AIDS Day) 920
(45.0%)

AL 05 MR SR H, A4 | Today is the 25™ World AIDS Day. The theme of this | 474 http://blog.sina.com.cn/lm/huat | Health
R AT, AT usE i — year is “Take actions. Progress towards “Zero” AIDS | (23.17%) | i/health/20121129/1206689.ht | education
. %5, , Tl . — Everyone participates; fully involves; totally ml (Today is
&i;ﬁf;{%gﬁﬁ,}\ ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁzﬁ e prevent”. How is our country’s HIV epidemic? How World AIDS

is the prevention and treatment? How is the Day)*

EFERINE DL, SN BUR 0
a2 SRR NI s A ik A
K, IRATTHI A 22 T 4 58 58 4T BR o S

contemporary living condition of HIV patients? The
incidents of HIV patients trying to cover up their
illness to avoid seeking healthcare also provoke one
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BN ERLR A ? VI

to reflect upon until when our society will fully

http:/t.cn/zjSDEZW remove the discrimination against and
misunderstanding about HIV patients?
http://t.cn/zjSDEZW
e . o . 85 Original Weibo post Health
| QSRR x FrlaRiE Y BeRS2 | “Striving towards zero AIDS x Special report” It (4.15%) £ oo p education
20124E 12 A 1 H 8 i), &KfimE#Esi | | is 8am, December 1, 2012. Good morning, everyone! ' (Striving
IF 1 SR —F— R R, Today is the gnnpal ‘\‘Norld AIDS Day. Now we are towards zero
BUETRATIF 28 3@ user] #1705 3030 ?ffsrmau% begl?tr’l’lnft @%[user] #Tovgr(;is Zeri) AIDS AIDS)
S, vaas S A 1) P pecial report”. At a frequency o minutes, we
ﬁ##%%?&i‘*: j{t?jh bh 309y fj N will cover information of December 1 for you at
(/J‘%’ iﬁmfﬁ] A LJ‘%TES ‘1% ) 1/'?\ . every angle. Volunteers of this program will report
i ° o] ?)JE—FIJ/?%L 4%@1%?%1&4T2§1—F on the street. Repost information of this post within
o, % AT R TR today will have an opportunity to win a prize.
WiE, 4 HZWHERAHIEEHEAL | today will h Pp y p
At
2K
A TAHSAT 1988 4 1 H¥44ER | The World Health Organization, in January 1988, 55 Original Weibo post Health
1281 HeAHRSERE, 514 designated December 1 as the annual World AIDS (2.69%) education
TR R R o 2L 2 3% — T 56 I AH D6 T Day, calling upon the nations of the world and (Origin of
B, TR TR R b international organizations to host related activities, World AIDS
&% % o I oy e to promote and popularize knowledge about HIV Day)
IHZL 225, s prevention. Let us use red ribbon to pass on love!
EHFEIZEH » T ZEEIR - On World AIDS Day, under the basic knowledge 53 Original Weibo post Health
THEERR > 2 SR A o about HIV. To fight against discrimination. Take care | (2.59%) education (to
of HIV patients. remove
discriminatio
n against
HIV
patients)*
#i R U H 5L e (=) WuikE | #World AIDS Day promotion theme# (2) How is 48 http://news.cnr.cn/gnxw/20091 | Health
FEREEA? FE@A SR, MR HIV transmitted? The three main routes of (2.35%) 1/20091130_505691543.shtml | education
T LR B = R AL A transmission are sexual, bloodborne & via blood (routes of
o products, and mother-to-child. HIV
transmission)
%
#I5 F FHA K#S K 25 MY | #Today in history# Today is the 25™ World AIDS 40 Original Weibo post Health
R H, BN 4TzhERsk, meZ | Day. The theme is “Take actions. Progress towards (1.96%) education
WG R, W E 198145 12 B 1 H “zero” AIDS”. Since the first case in the USA on (Today in
December 1, 1981, HIV has rapidly spread globally. history)

TEEERIE, 7542k Tk &
AE. 1988 4F 1 A HH R D441 e 0

In January 1988, the World Health Organization
decided to designate December 1 as the annual
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fE 12 1 Bt H, 5
T T % 0 [ R 4L 23 A A % T
M. B 2011 FFJ, ARk 30
I BRI 3400 7.

World AIDS Day, to call upon the nations of the
world and international organizations to promote and
popularize knowledge of prevention and control. Up
to the end of 2011, there were 34 million HIV
positive people globally.

# R YR B A H B L E# (—) f | #World AIDS Day Promotion Theme# (1) What is 23 Original Weibo post Health
AR 4SRRI IR G S B b AIDS? The full name is Acquired Immunity (1.12%) education
pre A =R SKe £ 7 Deficiency Syndrome. It is an infectious disease (What is
//?;I{\%)’ }%E e ,jj?:g E{J\ é;f § @%ﬁsﬁi}g = cgused ‘t.)y th.e Human Immunodeﬁci.ency Virus. This AIDS?)*
EEE MR RS, N A virus primarily damages the human immune system.
Ei -~ SR PN ih After the immune system is damaged by the virus,
AR LUS, MR TRE TR | the human body will be infected with other diseases
IR AR, 5 SBBETS . | due to the loss of immunity and this will eventually
lead to death.
BEAE YR RAE, /P, /MNEAR. | Condom is also known as “Little umbrella”, “Little 22 Original Weibo post Health
JNFRE . AR B T AR, A 3000 raincoat”, “Little rain cap”. It is said to be first (1.08%) education
SEFY, AR T 2 2, inven;c::)((i) (l))y ancieInt Romans an(i1 hasa hist.or% of (condoms)*
- K g 1 o4 | OVer years. It uses a non-pharmaceutical means
E$E§X;§%£$Z§?ﬁiﬁ gﬂfi; to block fertilization, to prevent human eggs from
He o B ) He b1 N {hjﬁ » L fertilization by sperms. Furthermore, condoms can
HIV)SHER LR, BRER AR | 550 prevent the transmission of sexually transmitted
RIGILEUR 2 g #HE A BR H# | diseases, such as gonorrhea and HIV. The raw
@ materials are usually natural rubber or polyurethane.
#World AIDS Day# @
12 H 1 H#910 HAE Bi# 25 At 7 | December 1 #910 Interactive Topic# The 25™ “World | 17 Original Weibo post Health
YurE . AR TR 2 fE AIDS Day”. Do you understand “AIDS”? Do you (0.83%) education
R T TG AR ? Wl s have lany .sngI%fs;io;ls regardinlg saving apq Ill\?lping (In‘.[efalcti;/e
. SR B ST AU S koA people wit ? You are welcome to visit News activities
Ef:ﬁﬁ %liﬁ/iffﬂfig?f;:j 12;; 7 910 Sina or Tencent Weibo to participate in the
& BB HITITEXE ﬁfﬁ f" . ST | discussion. Your valuable comment will also be
20D ik, GENZ5. broadcasted in News 910 “News Hour”. Looking
forward to your participation.
HETNVER L IRIL PR 1T, | #Pretty lady author An Yi gives away condoms# 17 http://dzh.mop.com/whbm/201 | Health
WM . At B N R 2442180 fE L Motivated to share, haha. Completely free [Mop (0.83%) 21130/0/zzgS5812b2265aF5.sh | education
VESR 2225 300 Bt e A s, TR Hodgepodge] Pre.ztty.lady author of the 80s . tml ( health.
T http://t.en/zjc92x1 generation, An Yi, gives away condoms on Weibo. Mop (S $h) is a very popular promotion
Too powerful! website in China activity to
(www.mop.com). Mop give away
free

Hodgepodge (Ji#h K742 is
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http://dzh.mop.com/whbm/20121130/0/zzgS58I2b2265aF5.shtml
http://dzh.mop.com/whbm/20121130/0/zzgS58I2b2265aF5.shtml
http://dzh.mop.com/whbm/20121130/0/zzgS58I2b2265aF5.shtml
http://www.mop.com/

a community of different condoms)
discussion threads on a variety
of topics.

[ A28 W = o [ TP 1 g 34 | “Durex goes hand in hand with the Foundation for 9 (0.44%) | http://www.91kangkang.com/c/ | Health
SR Y M 1A SR PR % | the prevention of sex?,ally transmitted diseass:s.and 44WWI1XbjuY 11.html information
HA BT s, TR E AIDdS to arezlfn; HIVd ?ure;( dtolilates one;mlh(;n g\l ews’of
TRHI i LA AR IR (s::;ue(l)lrlr;str(;nsriitg(lindi‘.;;so';ndZlﬁ)egelll):l(;gxohopes d(;llizzosn)

WA 5 P 3% £ . L T
Er; Ekjj ‘EEA i @z\ﬁﬁ x@%ﬁ%ég that after this donation, it will become an important
E)LE;ZQEE? IR A SN SR “partner in the prevention of AIDS” with the
AUV http:/t.en/zjegkAO Foundation for the prevention of sexually transmitted
diseases and AIDS. For details, click on
http://t.cn/zjcgkAO

[R5 EME—— P 3w &) L5k | “Visit China’s only school for kids infected with 8 (0.39%) | http://news.xinhuanet.com/pho | Health

o SR SR A W e =0 cola s = HIV” 23 kids infected with HIV live in the red to/2012- education (A
e He 22 g ribbon school “Green Bay” in Linfen. The school 11/30/c 124027721.htm school for
23 B )L, FIT 2011 4F 12 Y -
Lo e seon | was founded on December 1, 2011, and has become HIV-positive
F 1 B, oy 3RIE B o j . :
I, " . the only school for kids infected with HIV in our children)
PSCH R LEARE, B TR D S country as of today. These kids were mainly infected
RS SR TR LT . TR | vin mot A '

FE TR Lo H AT via mother-to-child transmission. Currently the
P8 TS0, e 263l A LU | school provides a number of courses on Chinese,

OHEEZTURIE. via HiE M mathematics, English, sports, psychology and etc..
http://t.cn/zjtnwwl via Xinhua Net http://t.cn/zjtnwwl

(R w0 H ] HE A iEEmhes &k | [World AIDS Day] Will HIV be transmitted via daily | 7 (0.34%) | Original Weibo post Health

iar (a@? education
UERR TR ? = YRR S AN @ | contacts? “=- HIV cannot be transmitted via daily i
o ST H B A e . 5 oM conta}cts that are .unrelated.to sex. Unlike othe? virus,
HARFE, 5B s}lllaklnghha.nds W'llth HIYhV1;us 1nfe.cteesl,1 hugging
. LR A SRR —ANFR T Ak Bk t em, sharing to1 .ets with t em, usmgt € same cups
N N g R e s to drink water or in contact with their sneezes or
Ej%zi? i%ﬁﬁ;; ?i E(];]?;?I]Lj$ u;/j coughs, will not infect others with HIV. Therefore,
s NG SRR B A AN | do not be afraid of daily contacts with HIV infectees.
WA SR R AT H
Uit o
At I E A AN T TG X495 A | In Beijing Ditan Hospital, there is a ward that is 6 (0.29%) | Original Weibo post Health
R, ERBEKFEEA IS, s | specialized in treating HIV patients. There, everyone education
2 RV R, WA R TR hastﬁ cusigm?’ry iTaCticj" ;}:ﬁt if there is nofwoupds (Comment
SRR . [ A B 7E 25 R Ao | On the patient’s skin and if they are not performing ona
invasive check-up, the medical personnel would not hospital)

FER, AFmnEERE, MNP

wear gloves during their grand rounds. They use
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gy, W TR RIES & EN
B .. VNERA, R EREAEER
By NG T ERZMAE S, #REEIN
R

their hands to pat the patients’ shoulders; use their
hands to touch the lymph nodes on their necks; use
their hands to unbutton the patients’ clothes to look
at their rash...... Don’t belittle this. Many patients
are so moved and cry, when they see that the medical
personnel do not wear glove to touch themselves.

A RBEMHALEIFREH, BEMER 2 | Today is World AIDS Day. This micro-movie is 6 (0.29%) | Original Weibo post Health
FHE G A B4 sy —75 ®i4f | jointly produced by Radio & Television Hong Kong education
B, B RET GRS EME and the Department of Health Red Ribbon Center. (Comment
SR TER R, T A Hope that through this micro-movie, we all can know on a.pubhc
oy and prevent HIV, and understand and care for the service
RN = HIV patients! &9 advertising)
[ R R ER T SERA /) #K | “Tianjin adjusted the plan of specified HIV 6 (0.29%) | Original Weibo post Health
T R H R AR T YR 5 | hospitals” #Tianjin News# Tianjin has planned the information
Wi R A N SR e (AL Yuis [ specified HIV hospitals. The Municipal 2™ People’s (News about
oy o ; S Hospital (formerly Infectious Disease Hospital) is hospitals in
AT SR YL S : > R
E:)izﬁﬁ ng‘:}{fég g ﬁ;f&?ﬁ & primarily responsible for the antiviral treatment for Tianjin
’%/E'\T‘ L AE‘ o E Ve I HIV infectees and patients, and for the inpatient Municipality
ﬁljiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ = JfF%H’] X@ﬁﬁj‘\; | treatment (including that in intensive care units) of )*
R % B A7 SR SRR A5 A% 0 | serious HIV cases with opportunities infections,
RGN o A JE K G i 8 % — T 52 /4 | accompanying diseases or complications; Municipal
1BIT IR BT Haihe Hospital is responsible for inpatient treatment
for patients coinfected with HIV and TB. In the
future, there will duly be one more hospital specified
[for HIV treatment].
VR LRUMEAEE? (5% [6(0.29%) | Original Weibo post Health
|i|:u1"'i"ﬁ TR T2 s [World AIDS Day] What is a female condom? "=~ ( * Ngtil'nl%he ce(tnfc)eﬁi)if this post edel?cation
= A B T e —— A F@male condom is currently the only f@male-initiated is not entirely correct, as the (Female
F P 1 £ B Z s i . 4o 424> | birth control method. Female condom is made of birth control pill is also a condoms)
25 R TR B . R T 3 T ) B polygrethanfi Fnatter:als thatd atre robust atnc]l3 rc}ms‘[ant to female-initiated birth control
€ h gl o1 b 1 Wi o | Wearing, soft in texture, and transparent. Before method.
EE' HPHEEZE’JT% zé gr{%f HU» 'H sexual intercourse, insert it into the vagina and cover
Ff})\@kqj ’ EEMEIKE]‘“*“EHQ%E" the muscosal surface of the vagina. If it is used
IRMEAZ IS IERRAE T, AT LA IR P2 A properly in every sexual intercourse, it can prevent
S R E A ) 5 R A S x pregnancy and prevent the transmission of various
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV. x
[ BA#EE e S BRI B A NER | “Ministry of Health is considering listing 5(0.24%) | http://www.cn- Health
WIETEmEY BT, F AR % T4F4 | occupational exposure of HIV as an occupational healthcare.com/news/gwjk/201 | information
MOBEA L b, AR s 5 G 5 disease” A couple of days ago, in a Ministry of 2-11-30/content_414330.html (News about
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BN, BAERES R 3Ent - | Health HIV prevention media briefing, Sun Xinhua, potential
HE— sE BNV S R A 5 /6 FE Jpyd:, IE | associate inspector of the Disease Prevention Bureau legal change
505 B = [ = | of the Ministry of Health, introduced that, the regardin
%%%EX%%E/\%%E%?U)\EAﬂﬁo B Ty g g
N VIR ; Ministry of Health plans to build upon the original occupation-
S ) e o y p p g p
JE S “EIH jguﬂ: BR95 N B foundation to further perfect the related methods to al exposure
KAk, » = http://t.cn/zjcHvti | handle occupational exposure. They are considering to HIV)*
to list HIV occupational exposure as an occupational
disease. According to the official authority, “up to
now, there had never been a case of infection among
medical personnel.” & http://t.cn/zjcHvti
# U mm He# L umm e A EgsS. | #AIDS Day# HIV would not be transmitted via air, 5(0.24%) | Original Weibo post Health
Y HEATAER o Y water or food. Common contacts with HIV patients education
KB HEAT t 4. 7 F R T AR i p
Hh 54 e N 3 ) — Fie i, 4l and infectees in daily work and life, such as
=1 handshakes, hugging, having meals together, work
1t 2 N FH BLAE S , ugging, g 4 >
%g%ﬁgr/\ IE_JJ%\? ’5{7} A_Hi}};‘ 0 instruments etc., would not transmit HIV. A smile, a
E“‘*‘*i e ) ,1? o X = _ | handshake, a hug...... Care about AIDS Day, take
%51 — AN 9%{}_)4‘%?%?5 H , 955 care of AIDS patient, less discrimination, more care
RN, D>—mB, £— K% | and love.

[HREH ] Haezdtir ~h? | [World AIDS Day] What is safe sex? Sexual 5(0.24%) | Original Weibo post Health
PEAT AT BESE 100%58 4 2451, 22 | intercourse is impossjble to be 100% safe. Safe sex education
S AT R FE L& TR 1, AR invtohlvgs tile 1apphc‘[a;;uon of ‘\l;a}lr'itousfptreventi‘?tl‘l (Safe sex)
o M 4 e A T e UL pes 4y | methods, to lower the possibility of transmitting or
B \@ﬁjﬂg*ﬁu* ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ B being infected with sexually transmitted diseases,

LRI REPE . ST ANAIE | 8 y

< o ?b - ,ﬁ 7 Pty including HIV. To use condoms in every sexual
Eﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁéé’ﬁiﬂﬂf#ﬂ]?é%%ﬁj‘jf intercourse is a type of safe sex. Using condoms
A IER AL 2 2 BT e R B L 2B inappropriately may cause the condoms to slip or
R, DA PR ORE A break and therefore reduce the protective function.

[ A E g B EAH 2 B AR | “A small step forward in independent innovation of 4 (0.20%) | http://www.yxj.org.cn/departm | Health
) R EREEZE I T UL T 84 | HIV vaccine in China” Chinese scientists overcame ent/kangganran/kgrxsjz/201211 | information
1 o 05 T B A L RE e S, b foges the challenge of obstruction by antibodies against the 3013193313432.htm (News of
e O REL . N, . | HIV vaccine using adenovirus as a vector. This type HIV vaccine

KA 5 P
;g?ﬁﬁﬁfi%%{i%i;@%é of vaccine is difficult to be effective as adenovirus development
FROT e BUH SUT AP M2 1 Vectors are easily neutralized by antibodies. Project )

FER-ENA, WIH RS 8 R
HRB WU 1 PR a0
i, XU HmRE
http://t.cn/zjcasqw

investigators Dr. Chen Ling and Dr. Sun Caijun
introduced that this project is another beneficial
exploration since the initiation of the Phase 11
clinical trial of HIV vaccine that is a [nationally]
important science and technology project.
http://t.cn/zjcasqw
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[SHEZEHE]Y 1. BXRGiHRT | “Today Important News” ... 3. [December] 1% is the | 4 (0.20%) | http://t.qq.com/p/t/1274430662 | News
EY7 S RE S 2 1 A 11 B | 25" World AIDS Day; ... 11244 mentioning
I ST B A S %, PMI ; 2. ma/g | [the rest of the Weibo post with other news is not World AIDS
kR | HiRE B AiE 2, 3. translated here] Day
1 HA2S MRS 4.

FAZGahiEbRAE 1 H I S
5. HiEAE 1 HR R RAC T HEbRE;
6. NFGERE ik B 5564 1 HEIER
St .
ﬁﬁjﬁﬂ“ HSERERaSE: 12 51 World AIDS Day Apple stores clothed in red: 4 (0.20%) | http://www.feng.com/apple/ne | News about
et B umm HY, H5EE— ﬁé;% December 1% is “World AIDS Day”. Like last year, ws/2012-12- World AIDS
E'J e A e A S AR A AE S P z?lppleds‘:gres ali\c/ll thei; officiatl Web'Sit;] hav; pli(t Ic;n g l/WtE)rld_AdIIl)SaI.)ay_Sngpglggs Day
. s s the red theme. Man e stores in New York have op_for red loadin, S
iég;gg%ﬁ;%gg WEZ%EJ éﬁ?}é colored thei.r white pr?llic) logo to red. htnlil_ - -

N 2R logo i | http://t.cn/zjcRPpS
Z1f4%, http://t.cn/zjcRPpS
A TR F LU HE, 3 (2011 4 | Today is #World AIDS Day# According to to 3(0.15%) | http://news.xinhuanet.com/soci | Health
R E SRS SR, BE Epidemiologic Report of HIV in China 2011, up to ety/2011- information
2011 4FJ, A ob EARE  i5 the end of 2011, the estimated number of living HIV 11/29/c_111203751.htm (Natiqnal
R AR N T8 TN, Lol infectees and AIDS patient was 780,000, of whom statistics of
28.6%, fil 2011 4E5F % HIV Ry 28.§% were female. The estlmated number of HIV)

o incidence case of HIV infection was 48,000, of
A8 JiN. ZBRRRAERR A EATTEUY | Which 1.1% was estimated to be transmitted mother-
1.1%. x to-child. R

[Ais: Yk eaniREE o] “Video: AIDS knowledge promotional video” 3 (0.15%) | http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_ | Public
http://t.cn/zjVAnzy http://t.cn/zjVAnzy XMjYONTkzNTA4.html service

advertising

[12 A1 H#EARAYEHHY BT8R | “December 1 World AIDS Day” Even though we 3 (0.15%) | http://unesdoc.unesco.org/imag | Health
BUE T RS, BRUIIRMRMRES | have attgined some achievements, “AIDS is still one €s/0021/002185/218510c.pdf information
o e T R T SR R . — Ef tﬁ; dllseélslels tlllta{) c'ausetthe 'mf)sft‘l severetth;eat ‘io %Addr1e§s

e D s , ea obally. It brings tragic influence to families rom Irina
;Efﬁ%ggjfﬁii;;;? p @JﬁgﬁjigA and weikens zociety aid co%nmunities.” General Bokova,

o ° w Secretary Irina Bokova said. http://t.cn/zjcSvww UNESCO
HEE http://t.en/zjcSvww General
Secretary)
[fg‘ﬁ‘% Y H s A B R 24 [Wgrld AIDS Day] How do you use male condoms? | 2 (0.10%) | Original Weibo post I{dealth
@ s education

2 ﬁ%?%ﬁiﬂi TR EE,

* First, do not use expired condoms. When you
remove the condom from its package, beware not to
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break it. Get the correct side to face outside. Softly,
squeeze away the air from the small extrusion at the
tip of the condom and cover the erected penis with
the condom. One should wear the condom from the
beginning to the end of the sexual intercourse. After
the end of the sexual intercourse, hold the bottom of
the condom and remove it. Remember, never reuse a
condom.

Health information (Health statistics) 160
(7.8%)

[ B EH Y uimit it ] S487 10 “Our country HIV transmission New trend” Data 50 http://epaper.jinghua.cn/html/2 | Health
H¥ARE 5. BRMER ST SR from the first 10 months of this year show that: The | (2.44%) 012- information
B 15-24 %, L% 50 % LL - AR proportion of HIV transmission via sexual contacts 11/29/content_1904511.htm (National
¥ORE T, between men [among different routes of HIV statistics of

transmission] has increased to 20%; the number of HIV on

infected people in the age group of 15-24 years old transmission

and that of >50 years old also increase annually. via
homosexual
contacts)*

[T BA T A e Y AT | [Zhejiang Health Department announces HIV 23 http://bbs.qjwb.com.cn/index.p | Health
KA R TSN, BESE 11 A incidence data] The Health Department announces (1.12%) hp?m=cms&q=view&id=8481 | information
25 H, WiTL A48 57 9 I U 32 F 195 A P}IlIV incidelzlge1 éiata. Iljp' :10 N%Ve?b?r 25;1this year, EStatistics

- = % o s there were newly 1dentified infecte rom

2513:@\’ ,%L:E‘ fﬁlﬁj,ﬁﬁia k‘,20'6\A)’ JOE cases/patients in the whole of Zhejiang, an increase Zhejiang
Rk UE AR H ANHGHELL 20% 0f 20.6% compared with the same period last year. In Province)*
AEATIEEE LT, PR EFHIEEGPT | the recent two years, the number of newly identified
G2t 60 % UL BB A A IR G 1] cases has been increasing at a rate of around 20%.
%, http://t.cn/zjcKXnN The trend of rapid increase has been slowed down.

There was a marked increase among men who are

over 60 years of age and among students.

http://t.cn/zjcKXnN
AR R EREH” . RS EREL | Today is “World AIDS Day”. According to the data 22 Original Weibo post Health
PEER, SERERE 7100 2 A\ &iyety | from the United Nations, every day there are 7100 (1.08%) information
VI o HCE TR 4 1/ 5 b peoli)le being iqfected witl;l—%ll\/ g}iqbally. Especially (Glgb}

. NN pgnse==2  p- | in the poor environment of the ethnic minority areas, statistics

{%}ﬁgééigﬁgﬁ;g@iﬁ%; many people do not have any awareness about from the

o ~ o Ao T ‘Z% “_ | prevention and control of HIV, and therefore HIV United
Ui, FORPS NI X 9 N Bl i 3L spreads very rapidly. So, starting today, I pledge that Nations)*

T, W ECREmE . Rk S
AXFER SR, iR CPTRebgs i

I will help people in these areas prevent and control
HIV, doing my very best. If you have patients around
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K !

you, please do your best to take care of them!

[ Fg gy sk s 54 v [a) e B [Henan HIV incidence report Rapid increase among | 22 http://www.danlan.org/disparti | Health
FTE FTFY RS i o R A A4E | homosexuals among students] Henan Provincial (1.08%) cle_42144.htm information
BE RS TR, R IR CDS annoufrlfl::.s the rei)toirt t(‘)f th(elt Zilellys1§dof HIV gStatlgms
. i s oy -y, | incidence of this year. It is found that incidence rom Henan
kAl miﬂ-f %EE hF TR fi infected via sexual transmission has increased Province)*
H LI ETTIRE, M 2009 4 markedly. The proportion of homosexual
1.39%, LFHE] 201247 34.2%. 1% | transmission among students has increased rapidly,

K, 60 5 LLEAFRCALIR G FEMERE | from 1.39% in 2009, to 34.2% in 2012. 1t is found

PRGN . A CHE: that, heterosexual transmission in the age group of

http://t.cn/zjcl6cm over 60 years, has increased markedly. Full text:
http://t.cn/zjcl6ecm

[ PA#Eg B EE LR LF AT | “Statistics from the Ministry of Health show that our | 15 http://www.law- Health
)Y SR B R EumH. TA M | country is one with low HIV incidence” Today is (0.73%) lib.com/fzdt/newshtml/22/2005 | information
B R, BEAE 10 )k, 3¢ | World AIDS Day. The most recent statistics from the 0822195820.htm (National
S 2 8 R R R A 492,191 Ministry of Health shows that up to the end of Statistics of
Bl, tEAERIEEN, B EE T EE"F: - October this year, the cumulative incidence of HIV HIV)*

S e “L\’ e et e L infectees and patients in our country were 492,191
K, LB R . H cases. Globally, our country is a low incidence
AT, 2EJLT A B 4 B S0 country. HIV prevention achieves obvious effect.
FEMEE /T . http://t.cn/zjcDTZa Currently, nearly every county in the country has
acquired the capacity to perform HIV tests.
http://t.cn/zjcDTZa

LAY 85978 B L Al A 1A% 3% V& | ©“90% of HIV transmission in Shenzhen was 5(0.24%) | http://wb.sznews.com/html/201 | Health
Y ERE S5t 0EE, o8 “sexually transmitted””” Shenzhen Municipal Center 2-12/01/content 2298480.htm | information
1~9 H, AT 05w 89 7 for Health Education and Promotion revealed that (Statistics
MR, e 987 4, LA ) from January to September thi's year, there had been from

(856 1) |- 15.3%. 20 % 30 B3 890,000 HIV tests conducted in the city. There had Shenzhen

20 22 H been 987 cases of HIV infection. Comparing with the City,

A5 80.2%, KEBFNIRANH . | same period last year (856 cases), there is an increase Guangdong
HEHOL, RYISERN LN MMEARHEIE | of 15.3%. Of these cases, 80.2% were young adults Province)*
BRNE, 295 90.4%, HAZFME/AL | between the age of 20 and 39 years. Most of them
HEALRRLE S 39.7% . were mobile population. According to the testing

situation, the HIV epidemic in Shenzhen is primarily

due to sexual transmission, that accounts for 90.4%,

of which homosexual/bisexual transmission was

39.7%.

[ Yuamii i fmEs. Kz B E"KY: | “HIV incidence peak: Dongguan “male 4 (0.20%) | http://news.cntv.cn/china/2012 | Health
ZEEY 12 H 1 HES 25 At #3534 | homosexauls” have the highest incident rate” 1129/102618.shtml information

December 1 is the 25" “World AIDS Day”. This year (Statistics
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WH"s ST RKE LR ETERY S | the HIV incident rate and the rate of developing from
FRIFRE B BT 12.6%F1 18.1%, | AIDS have increased by 12:6% and 18.1% ' Dpngguan
FERR N B E R, BR= 10 B R respectively. quugl transm.1ss'10n was the major City,
YLREEZS 10%, L RN route of transmission. The incident rate among male Guaggdong

o ) . e a1 homosexuals has increased to 10%. That of Province)
22 9 A)htt‘p ;i/t'\CIL/;ZJSEp;L] ‘X%ﬁ AR Dongguan is the highest: 22.9%. http://t.cn/zjSEpJj Is
e IKP%MW%’ JEACE L PS, i AIDS very far away from us? Must read for AIDS
Bz 7 ﬁ ) preventj(ln, click the picture! PS, The pictures are

great! o

[ 750 A a5 18 368 1] 595 7 75086 4 | [This year there were 368 incident cases of HIV 4 (0.20%) | http://sz.sohu.com/20121201/n | Health
FHRURN, Hdzed 115 5% 1 H infectees and patients in Suzhou, of whom .11 cases 359186025.shtml infor.melltion
T 10 B, TS i e | were .students] From. J anuary to October th}s year, (Statistics

; . 1 our city reports 368 incident cases of HIV infectees from Suzhou
BN 368 N, BRI K : i . onm >
30.4%. 1992 %4, o BilRE 1L and patients, an increase of 39.4% compared to the Clty,.Jlangsu
e e 1 ‘ % same period last year. Since 1992, the cumulative Province)

B R A A\ I 1536 incidence of HIV infectees and patients in our city

No SEFRGEEEF, 244 11 | has increased to 1536. Among the newly reported

B, FES BN 18 %, £ | incident cases, 11 cases were students, of whom the

HHAE1TZR 28, (A2 FR) youngest one has just reached the age of 18 years. In
the past, there was only 1 or 2 such cases. (Page
A02)

[k 10 N H B ws0m B [In the first ten months there were 15971 incident 4 (0.20%) | http://hunan.sina.com.cn/news/ | Health
15971 15 #FPHHESE —) #% 2012 4F 10 | cases of HIV infection in Hunan. Hengyang ranke.d s/2012-12-01/081428013.html infor.melltion
H 31 H, WIEg B 3 i 5K purpber one] Up to October 31, 20;2, the cumulating (Statistics
Ye VLR N 15971 {9 (BET- 4819 incidence of HIV infectees and patients were 15971 from.Hunan

b 2 B A 6989 f91(5E cases (4819 deaths), of whom 6989 cases of.AIDS Province)*
@J)’ - H )f{ 7P " (\ patients (2546 deaths). The top five regions in the
T 2546 13 %’iﬁf&%‘tﬁwﬁk HY i@ ()| cumulative incident reports are Hengyang City,

DX AR MR . KM PETTS | Yongzhou City, Huaihua City, Changsha City, and
KLl AHRBE T« http:/t.cn/zjcQSFC Zhaoyang City. http://t.cn/zjcQSfC

[ BESHEHYEMNSE JET 134 “Shanghai has a mixed picture of HIV prevention 3(0.14%) | Original Weibo post Health
#HY SE1H1HZE 11 A 20 HIYS this year: 134 deaths” According to the statistics information
W AT A R R from Jgnugry 1 to November 2Q '[h‘IS year, our (Statistics
1470 1 FBAGR 1430 - SO | S RO 5% comparing withthe Shanghu
A 1274 ’ @’H‘Eiq@ 42.8% » SETR D same period last year; 727 AIDS cases, an increase Municipality
134 51 > 54 109.4% ° 75 18 BIFHM: 5 of 42.8% comparing with the same period last year; )

PR 2T SO B R HE T T
it > SR 100% > B—FHrAE ) LER

and 134 deaths, an increase of 109.4%. There were
18 cases of HIV positive pregnant women receiving
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FH o LERE

intervention preventing mother-to-child
transmission. The implementation rate is 100%. No
infants were born infected. Journalist Chen Qing.

[ H e BT+ H BRI 113 | “World AIDS Day: In the first 10 months, Zhuhai 3(0.15%) | http://www.zhnews.net/html/20 | Health
B AR EHARE YR H, S4ER7 10 | reports 113 cases” Today is World AIDS Day. In the 121201/080117,363998.html information
B 2 D T RO 80 1] fiI'S.t 10 months of this year, Zhuhai reports 80 (Statistics .
R A\ 33 B35 113 6, HCrpaE incident cases of HIV infection agd 33 cases of frpm Zhuhai

. 1, L 2011 45 [ 0‘ { AIDS, a total of 113 cases, of which 23 died. City,
234, : 0 HJ;‘ A 7'62: ° :O Comparing with the same period in 2011, there is an Guangdong
A 31 F kit 30T S R R increase of 7.6%. By October 31, the cumulative Province)
BRI 818 4, A SLEEIN | incidence of HIV infectees and AIDS patients were
B 46541, LBEIIR N 353 #, 818 cases, of which there were 465 HIV infectees
BT 252 5, BLAFIE 566 . and 353 AIDS patients; 252 had died and 566 cases

were alive.

[l B4R HIV PUiEFH M 4820 | “Foshan reports cumulative incidence of 4820 HIV 3(0.15%) | http://my.tv.sohu.com/us/87275 | Health
Bl A HRE 25 MER Y E H. 17 | positive cases” Today is the 25" World AIDS Day. 464/50109358.shtml information
PRSI ETE, B4t EiHR According to the stgtistics of the municipal }}ea.lth (Statistics
= HIV BURFIE 2 4820 ], FET a4k bureau, the whol; F:lty reports a cumulatlve.lnc@ence frpm Foshan
ST A, R, 2 R PR 0f4820 HIV positive cases. Overqll, the eplden.nc' City,
= y e level is low. However, the proportion of transmission Guangdong
S 3 11 LB A TR via homosexual sexual contacts has rapidly Province)
http://t.cn/zjVhN5e increased. http://t.cn/zjVhN5e

[ EPA A HIV B ge 2478 N “There are 2478 incident cases of HIV infection in 2 (0.10%) | http://native.cnr.cn/city/201212 | Health
AF R s AMER YR H, =53 | Chongging this year” Today is the 25" World AIDS /120121201 511460364.shtml | information
iR TR, AR WE . T 1]\)/{21311(. .The promotional tgeme is “"AF?]l;eS ac‘;\i/(l)ns; | gStatistics

. . aking progress towards ‘zero’ ”. Municipa rom
E%Eﬁ?& i }Elzéjh%%- 103 3}\5 ’ H%jﬂij‘% health bureau reports that up to October 31, the Chongqing
? = HIVIE S 15?98 N - cumulative incidence of HIV infection was 15,298, Municipality
BN 4686 N, RIISET: 2601 Ao of which 4686 were AIDS patients. The cumulative )
A TITR G SL v R B IR g 2478 N number of deaths were 2601. The number of new

CPEBR A AL 38 BT o5 11 LU 91.4%) %% | incident cases in the whole city were 2478 (of which

FAEFEAREAIN T 29.5%. 91.4% was infected via sexual contacts), an increase
0f'29.5%, comparing with the same period last year.
Health education (Political figures) 124
(6.1%)

[ FEBE LR ES: P “Xi Jinping visits HIV patients: Prevent and Control | 94 http://news.xinhuanet.com/poli | News of
HYETHKY L 25 M Sk HEp | HIV Treatment without discrimination” As the 25" (4.59%) tics/2012- General
KRR bR, SEE 30 AFdEEES E\]]Oﬂd AkI)D? ]))(a}}}.is gpproaching,Fon thq 30" . 11/30/c_113867865.htm S.ec.r.etary Xi
. ENSETRAVIS e ovember], X1 Jinping went to Fengtai community, visiting
DR DA, eSS Beijing, to visit HIV patients and to participate in HIV/AIDS
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AR mIES. DI FEEA2RS S, 5 | exchange activities with volunteer training for HIV patients
T, http://t.en/zjc4nEh @[user] 4> prevention and control. The prevention and control
K (120 1H) RitHRwwmH, & |of HIlV .requir(eis the full parﬁ;:lipatigp of the whole
s 1A STE A b Jeb EL b Aok £ e fyfn S 5 population and treatment without discrimination.
SHPP A RRR AR BORH R http://t.cn/zjc4nEh @][user] Today (December 1) is
World AIDS Day. The biggest care and love that the
society can offer to them is equal treatment.
SR H LR EH. WERSJEFEEILE | Today is World AIDS Day. Yesterday Xi visited 11 Original Weibo post Health
W3 ukss B, EE 5148 F. [Fr | AIDS patients in Beijing, shaking their hands in (0.54%) education
SRR B A 26 5 S I R 1Y person.dli/legnwlcllile, Célir}lla Ceg?al Telc?vision Nfo)t(e.: ﬁeng Liyuan is the wife (Co;nment
34 P e N SR ;; | repeatedly broadcasted the public service of Xi Jinping. on Peng
{Amr— n ﬂi PAIX Eﬁﬁ?ﬁ%\?ﬁﬁiﬁ advertisement on taking care of AIDS patients made Liyuan’s
Etéﬁ: H =1 ?i%%—ﬁj‘j IZ & HI_ "1 by Peng Liyuan. It is refreshing to see the first lady public
REMEFEPIBAE AR BE o AHSERIXKE Y | pun a show like this. The husband and wife’s call for service
SR BT i ! the value of life and caring for health is really worth advertisemen
our appreciation. [ hope that this will be a good t)*
beginning for real work that builds a country!
K B S im Y um R A TS A S, Gu Changwei directs a short movie of public service | 10 http://ent.sina.com.cn/m/p/200 | Health
(GIGRAE—HRY. TR PAg M E% | onanti-HIV- discrimination, “Forever together”. (0.49%) 9-11-22/22282780079.shtml education
b sn 2 B symes tspe | World Health Organization AIDS prevention (News about
E)Zg;i; %?gﬁ;éig %)(Z féﬁ ambassgdor, China’s Ministry of Health AIDS Note.: Peng Liyuan is the wife Pgng
I\ % rT\ ) %% i lFﬁ/ \ ) prevention voluntary promoter sister Peng [Liyuan] of Xi Jinping. Liyuan’s
’ A . . ZHUA: took the lead in the cast. (Many photos. Take caution public
http://t.en/zjeYvYf to enter. Really beautiful!) Reference video: service short
http://t.cn/zjcYvY T movie)*
#iaE ey LR 5 AR, B #Micro-read Jinghua# “Wen Jiabao: Thinking of 9 (0.44%) | http://epaper.jinghua.cn/html/2 | News of
IR R B T ) #i R u% H#RT them, always think that it should be done better” On 012- Premier
4, R EE AT A TR R ';_Illle Veve of #World ALD\SNDa?#’b chairi%g Lhe f}(l)rum of 12/01/content_1911846.htm Wen Jiabao’s
Sk AFhs S St R N prevention work, Wen Jiabao said that the comment on
TRFE, iﬁﬂﬁﬂ’]g%ﬁ%ﬂ %%Tﬁ infectees and patients that he had seen in those days HIV
‘j\ﬁ T; AR, 2 mﬁ&ﬂ]ﬂ?;@ had all passed away. Thinking of them, he always prevention
IERASAFEEANLE . EAFLE . PR 3 thought that we could do better and more detailed. work in
T P o EAR R BEAR, XHRAK | Wu zunyou, the director of the Center for the China*
i, AL EEE AT prevention and control of sexually transmitted
http://t.cn/zjcX1vX disease and HIV said that to the patients,
discrimination is more terrible than the virus.
http://t.cn/zjcXIvX
Alternative health information / 6 (0.3%)
Traditional Chinese Medicine
[2013 W R BRI FHERE Y Hrigie “2013 Male urology entrance exam” A friend who 6 (0.29%) | Original Weibo post Alternative
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http://t.cn/zjc4nEh
http://ent.sina.com.cn/m/p/2009-11-22/22282780079.shtml
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IR, KIEFENRZ., JF: JRFJRERJE. | has just got married brought his wife to the clinic. He health
2. ZBAR. B. 270k, BJ/E5Z. % | complained of frequent urination, urinary urgency Note: Gangtai is a information /
HE, B, H: 852 KL%, F§ and pain durmg urination. The (.ilagr}osm was . pharmaceutical for the. Trqdltlonal
y . Py “honeymoon disease”. The advice given was to drink treatment of hemorrhoids and Chinese
TR, B EX: BT, HE & d d Ui AL i+ derived from Traditional | Medioi
MTZE. 1. %R AR 2 A more water and to avoid sexua m‘t‘ercourses. fow it is derived from Traditiona edicine
o AN, It days later, we met again. I asked, “Recovered?” My Chinese Medicine.

PR URMESC T 207 RS A friend was frustrated and said, “My wife has sore
K, s R, throat and hoarseness. The doctor smiled and said,

“Relocated,” and advised, “To prepare with

Gangtai”. 1: Explanation of terminology:

“honeymoon disease”. 2: Which types of sexual

intercourses were mentioned in the text? According

to the risk of HIV infection, arrange them from high

to low.
Entertainment 43 (2.1%)

[HAYEmE: FEEEERKIEE | “World AIDS Day: China’s first masturbation 36 http://www.yxdown.com/news/ | Entertain-
HIFF2E]Y X T8 st e A AVE T I &EAA competition began in Shenzhen” Thls can p0551b.1y (1.76%) 201212/77518.html ment
“FTRHL”. 20124 11 H 28 H R4, 16 be the most absurd event of collective masturbation.

RS2, S | e emeonal e 2,313 s e Mok
Jei 1 @j(%ﬁ:/;ﬁ ﬂlli‘EFHEJ L ?‘ffj\ BUT competition began in the little town of Yishu, in
J¥ARe ASUCKIRI TP 30 B Wautongshan, Shenzhen. The theme of this
R PR, SOEE. RANE. AT H competition is: Prevent AIDS; Emphasize health;
B . http:/t.en/zjtlUGC BL7E B AHIX 24 | With sexual impulse, do not break the law; To
H9? promote harmony, one can masturbate.

http://t.cn/zjt1UGC Is the taste of our countrymen

really that bad?

0, . 3 1

i it RA D 19| Mok prostss s rro v R i |7 0470 [ e e smntone | Enera
30 I A 11 H 30 Hig, 755 254 report” China Radio Net 30™ report. In the evening 0.shtml education
HARGWRERT Y, — ez, | of November 30, on the eve of the 25™ World AIDS (News of a
itk . 34T R R 2012 AR R Day, the 201.?_ Wo‘r‘ld AIDS Day themgtlc' charl‘Fy charity
] B2 3 2 JL B0 4 7 W G 2 alcg)illzssﬁzgértltizdhe};fn%\’/lotlvated China; Charity night)*
7o WEBIH R AL G R AT
RS i [ A e T 27
SIS RAE TG RN AR AT AN AL
Social issues 78 (3.8%)
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NE12 A1 AR Ew%H T, AR | Itis December 1 World AIDS Day again. This 32 Original Weibo post Social issue
EEEE AN, B LIES S YR, pp | reminds me of the olfl lady Gao Ya}ojie. With her (1.56%) (Comment
WEE I S, 3B ER AN X PR SR i 5 weak b((i)dl}ll, overC(()lmlnt%I Ih\?a;y reslllstarll;e, shed (f)n the b
-0 S S exposed the spread o through selling an amous Dr.
ﬁlﬁ’])}/fﬁﬁ X?,E ;j%% R LAY £ collecting blood in rural areas, revealing the truth Gao Yaojie,
*Ef B%ZHJJ Ziﬁiﬂ(x/ﬁﬁ/)\%ﬂiﬂ) Le ﬁjﬁﬂz about the bloodborne disaster in central China, and who
Hp i w Q4T d, A\t ER saving numerous HIV patients and orphans. advocated
M — NmiEf 2 . HoR BB IRAT | Nonetheless, she was persecuted by the local for HIV
171 RRE YA S S P officials and had to leave for a foreign country at the patients)*
age of 80. It breaks my heart when I think of you! A
raft floats for ten-thousand miles. Where is its home?
#EF B S i A SR =TT #Zero employment discrimination# The best option 25 Original Weibo post Social issue
VSR ROV o ) P R g S b, is to build upon the foundation of removing medical | (1.22%) (Comment
@[user] FIEE H i TG AR d%scr%m@nat@on and removing institutional on the
TR ) EE R ) S A R, TSR discrimination. Hop,e tha'F @[user]wm’lld take employment
S, TR, IR R EX gdvantage of ChlnE.l S natloqal l.ea(.iers. concern.and of HIV
/\’ - N ’ ﬁj R instructions regarding the discrimination experienced patients)*
M @Bk EEARE L by HIV patients with regard to access to healthcare,
to put promise into practice, to get motivated, to
focus resources, completely solve this problem!
@United Nations Human Rights High
Commissioners Office
[ %5 68 BA AR A . A%k & s A st [No. 68 Zhong Gu Perspective: Protect the right to 17 http://shidian.zhuanti.9ask.cn/z | Social issue
AL A zsafEsTEY 12 B 1 A2 — employmenF of HIV patients Lawye.rs take actionto | (0.83%) t2012/20121130 71.shtml (Comment
A B TH S 0 T oL ) — defend public interest] December 1 is the annual on the
R R A R I B L i World AI]?S Day. .Employmer.lt has long beeq a employment
H, B 44 0 G A heavy topic that disturbs the lives .of HIV pat}ents. of HIV
» I i%‘ o l_J - -, | Recently, a young person was denied a teaching patients)*
B SRR E R, — T position because he/she was found to carry HIV. On
X SPGB E WO AR RY, 55— T4 | the one hand, there was protection of the right to
TEIE A5 R AR HE 4 employment of HIV patients. On the other hand, it
http://t.cn/zjcXaZ4 was rejected by the body check standard for civil
servants. http:/t.cn/zjcXaZ4
Uil VBRI, A 55 RiE % “Beijing News: To remove AIDS discrimination, 4 (0.20%) | http://news.sina.com.cn/pl/201 | Social issue

Bt S 1 RICHEEAN, BRI
TFRAR . R Ty T SR A A5 N R
PLAESHES P AN AL GRS
IR BN R 1 L, — T AE
BUFERTTE S % TAE T, R 3k

Civil servant entrance examination should take the
lead” Government departments should set the
example for anti-AIDS discrimination. If the
government departments, on the one hand, requests
companies or other employers cannot discriminate
HIV infectees in the recruitment process and cannot

2-12-01/023925703911 .shtml

(discriminati
on against
HIV
patients)
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JRYPLEAEZ 1 THh, X0 HoAth N Sz 4
f{E R ? http://t.cn/zjcKIKE

lay off an employee who has been infected with HIV,
and on the other hand, they reject HIV infectees in
their own recruitment process, how would they
convince other employers? http://t.cn/zjcKJKE

Personal comment 14 (0.7%)

[ e Rk EH 4T 250 MEEL | “What is happening in the world in a minute” 250 8 (0.39%) | Original Weibo post Personal
AL B3 ANETH, 154G 5%, —4-1 | babies are born, of whom 113 are poor and 15 have comment
WEEFRER T 9.6 364, Wik T dOisealsles. An gggr%gsefi family earns 9.6 US ce.nts,h

— : 2/ prah earns ollars; an average person in the

i?}fﬂk%ﬁg %\ fii; I.SEﬂg}iFﬂ%;’\; }”i%”bﬁ world earns 1.3 US cents. An IT worker in the US

’ HI A earns 13 US cents, while one in India earns 2.5 US
1 2.5K5. W5 T 377 6505 3% cents. Nike earns 36,505 US dollars, while a worker
TG, AR T R T ANA R | inits Vietnamese factory earns 0.14 US cents. 9
T 0.14 35y, 9 NIEGL WL, 107 ABE | people are infected with HIV. 107 people died, of
F, 18 NFET UL, whom 18 died of hunger.
HAFHEVUBE 5 M % FAE B i d 22 | Five extremely poor kids died quietly in a rubbish 4 (0.20%) | Original Weibo post Personal
BAE S, U 6 & WG L E g, | binin Guizhou. A 6-year-old orphan in Guangxi lives comment
AR TR B AR HS A, TR alone.. At an age that should be spoiled and carefree,
RTEFAAT, Bk Bt ! they live carrying heavy burden. Let us help them,

== | donate your love! //@[user] A small pencil is love
— ey B sz s L o &
/é(?[user] MR RO too & @ Repost to those who have love in their
VL By e A 2 O AS S IS8k [y | heart but do not know how to do_Jnate. Practice
(=]
B N+, 173, FUE! 4@;'7 charity, accumulate blessings! Elr
makiyo 7E FEEE it R B A T FFE AR ... Wish those guys and girls who cheated their 2 (0.10%) | Original Weibo post Personal
HAEARN M, WE NS RT partners, will soon get HIV... comment
T J@userl] BN T R 1 [This was actually a curse. Since the post was too
a2z A2 vulgar, we did not translate the whole post.]
LSS SRR T R e e
//@[user2] FLAEES BRI 5 5 L - HAS
g FAC R JNAZ— JIRAEES R
o 55 L | AR
Others 614 These posts were
(30.01%) | predominately single Weibo

posts that we did not group
together as the aforementioned
posts.
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* The category with an asterisk (*) means that those Weibo posts share the same meaning with some Weibo posts with some textual differences. The sample post
presented is a representative one.
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5. Hepatitis A
Figure S5. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Hepatitis A” (EHH}) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated for the two peaks date of January 13 and January 15, 2012.
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Summary: We analyzed the Weibo posts for both January 13 and January 15, 2012. The vast majority of the posts in both days were reposts of a Weibo post
titled “Food with a lot of germs”, that mentioned “Unclean scallions can lead to hepatitis A”. (See Wheeler et al. [3] for a hepatitis A outbreak associated with
green onions in Pennsylvania, USA). We also found that the 17 posts mentioning “hepatitis A” on January 14, 2012 were all reposts of that post. Together, they
formed one “peak” created by re-posting one post. And this post has been re-posted multiple times from early January to late 2012.

On January 13, 2012, there was a Weibo post that was re-posted twice (as observed in our dataset): “I said it once more, for the sake of the kids, domestic (i.e.
China-made) products of calcium supplements with dairy ingredients, and cod liver oil, should not be given to the kids. Also, [even though] vaccine produced
domestically is free, one should not take it, especially, the Encephalitis B vaccine and the Hepatitis A vaccine.” This post expressed the lack of consumer’s
confidence in China-made health-related products. Two posts in our dataset on Jan 13, 2012 were re-posts of this post. Each of them included the microblogger’s
own comments. One wrote, “What can we do? The humble poor people cannot afford imported products.” Another wrote, “For the sake of the kids, switch!”
This is an example showing that the mistrust of certain healthcare products (including vaccines) by many Chinese citizens should be understood as part of a

general mistrust of the quality control of Chinese products from infant formulas to vaccines.

Peak Date: January 13, 2012
Total count: 18

Table S5A. Sample Weibo entries that contain the keyword for “Hepatitis A” (FF fF) on July 13, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
[HEZHEY]Y 1.e2 K. £ | Food with a lot of bacteria. 1. Hami melon [or 16(89%) http://www.360doc.com/relevant/1 | Health
LV ITRE. T3 9307 cantaloupe]: The cracks on the surface trap 5091948 more.shtml information
HIREE . 2Bk UER R 2 Salmonella. Never buy Hami n'le'lons that have
25, VR R B . 3N been cut open. 2. Peach: insecticide w1.11 sprayed
B BRI 420, 55 B before harYest. WE.ISh away the protecting wax or
< e N b P FEtis A peal the skin. 3. Live chicken: Campylobacter
R MGHIKIRIL. 4PTTIREZ | infection rate is 42%. It may easily lead to
EXG AL, S RARAME. 5. gastroenteritis. Should immerse it in water first. 4.
ATFHM KA. 6.2FWIE | Salmonella will spread among chicken eggs. Never
F1 30% &% i ERIA. eat uncooked eggs. 5. Unclean scallions can lead to
hepatitis A. 6. 30% of ground beef contains
Staphylococcus.
TRWEFR, it B SEANHD I 1 R What can we do? The humble poor people cannot 2 (11%) Re-posts of an original post Social issue /

//@[user fHHt 2 kM8, N T %
Fo BEFEREFLHL A5 RN S
. i, #AELETH
AR, Bt HEA
REFH, Ju S 2 A AT

afford imported products. /@[user] I said it once
more, for the sake of the kids, domestic (i.e. China-
made) products of calcium supplements with dairy
ingredients, and cod liver oil, should not be given
to the kids. Also, [even though] vaccine produced
domestically is free, one should not take it,

Personal
comment
(Concerns
about the
Quality of
China-made
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especially, the Encephalitis B vaccine and the Hepatitis A
Hepeatitis A vaccine. vaccine)
On Jan 14, 2012, all 17 posts with the keyword for “Hepatitis A” was reposts of the first sample Weibo post in the above table.
Peak Date: January 15, 2012
Total count: 18
Table S5B. Sample Weibo entries that contain the keyword for “Hepatitis A” (F1 ) on July 15, 2012.
Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
[HEZHEY]Y 1.e2 K. £ | Food with a lot of bacteria. 1. Hami melon [or 18(100%) http://www.360doc.com/relevant/1 | Health
LV TR . T3 93289t cantaloupe]: The cracks on the surface trap 5091948 more.shtml information

M. 2.8k T WK 25t
25, Ve RIS E I . 3. AN
HATF IR Y% 42%, 55 EW
%, NAEHKZRE. 40T TKES
TSR AL, SEARRMNE. 5.
ATEHRERSHIT. 6.4WiA
Hh30% & AT EK B

Salmonella. Never buy Hami melons that have
been cut open. 2. Peach: insecticide will sprayed
before harvest. Wash away the protecting wax or
peal the skin. 3. Live chicken: Campylobacter
infection rate is 42%. It may easily lead to
gastroenteritis. Should immerse it in water first. 4.
Salmonella will spread among chicken eggs. Never
eat uncooked eggs. 5. Unclean scallion can lead to
hepatitis A. 6. 30% of ground beef contains
Staphylococcus.
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6. Hepatitis B
Figure S6. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Hepatitis B” (ZJT) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts of the peak date of February 26, 2012.
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Peak Date: February 26, 2012
Total count: 103

Summary: Of the 103 Weibo posts mentioning “Yi-Gan” (ZHf) , which is the acronym for hepatitis B in Chinese, created on February 26, 2012, 99 (96%) were
about advocating the elimination of discrimination against hepatitis B virus carriers in China. A young advocate, Mr. Chuang Lei (LEI, Chuang £§[5]), himself
positive of hepatitis B virus, made petitions to the delegates of the Chinese People’s Congress and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (also
known as Lianghui, the two Assemblies). Mr. Lei hoped that they can submit proposals to further eliminate discrimination against hepatitis B and fully ban
advertisement about liver disease. Mr. Lei’s Weibo posts received over 90 re-posts. Some simply re-posted it while some added their own comments. More
importantly, Mr. Lei received a reply from a delegate (see below).

There was also a Weibo post (and one re-post) that provided a link to a Tudou (the Chinese equivalent of YouTube) video that was a news program. The first part
of the news program was about a hepatitis B virus carrier trying to promote the knowledge of the proper routes of transmission of hepatitis B, by asking
passersby to kiss her hand. She waited for 10 minutes before a passersby was willing to do so (Video: http://t.cn/zO2SiRy).

Table S6. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Hepatitis B” (ZJf) on February 26, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

Petition to end discrimination 101

against Hepatitis B carriers (98%)

[ RIEN ST FE AT RE]) “Plead Lianghui delegates to pay attention to the Original Weibo post (and its re- Petition to
el @[user] £ 0 {54 > F¢ | problem of hepatitis B” Dear @[user]: Delegate, hello. I posts) delegates at
NUsE ] > RS Zepe , am LEI Chuang, Shanghai Jiaotong University graduate the Chinese
ZL‘[ ;g %g%%j?i}%i&tp student, a hepatitis B Virus carrie.r,. who .is a.lopg-t.erm. The. URL link il’.l the We?bo postis | People’s
7 BT A - 7 t&}fr\’ e L observer of the problem of hepatitis B discrimination in equivalent to this URL link: Congress and
o= Phln H ! =.HR L2 China. Hope that you can submit to Lianghui the http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_5b3 | the Chinese
BESCHIE— 2 JHER LTI A proposals #Further eliminate discrimination based on 88 (85%) | 59b300100yma3.html which is the | People’s
BHEERIER S#HEERN > F hepatitis B status# and #Full ban against hepatitis B full text of the petition. Political
I, http://t.cn/z0bxzrO - WIHEFRKEE | advertisement#. For details, see http://t.cn/zObxzrO. If I Similar information written by Mr. | Consultative
RFEhE 1 {22 FmEEET % > | canrepresent China’s 100 million hepatitis B virus Lei can also be found at: Conference
RESSHR T FE T o carriers, I would like to say thanks to you. http://www.zhaoniupai.com/hbv/w | (collectively

ap.asp?act=View&id=384 known as
Lianghui)
B F=HT & BY//@[user] ][5 EFHY | T would cut the hair then. //@[user1] Brother Chuang’s Original Weibo post Comments
S SRR T o FRHEEER | hair is getting longer and longer. When you have meals Note: In simplified Chinese, the on Mr. Lei’s
IS IR AR HL SR AE 2 with the Premier, your hair will touch your food, if you 2 (2%) word for posting and for hair is the | petition

KA FFEIREEH] o //@[user2]
WEER > WZAPHERE T &

do not tie it up. /@[user2] Hope that you can repost it.
Help HBV carriers to have their dreams come true.

same (). Therefore, someone
was making a joke that Mr. Lei’s
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http://t.cn/zObxzrO
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_5b359b300100yma3.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_5b359b300100yma3.html
http://www.zhaoniupai.com/hbv/wap.asp?act=View&id=384
http://www.zhaoniupai.com/hbv/wap.asp?act=View&id=384

SKBEE

post had been reposted by many.

[E @[userl B > AFFHAIEEE | Reply @[userl ]JEmm... Then I would not be able to do Original Weibo post Reply to
HAFT - mm] //@[userl |57 any other things. Huh. /@[user1]Support. If the letter comments on
= FHYE =k | sent every day is hand-written would be the best! 0 Mr. Lei’s
i% ;@FTD%;;;ZSZ] gﬁ? & //@[userZ]Hope tha}t you can repost it. Help HBV 1%) petition
& Z B g M A A carriers to have their dreams come true.
RFZO] » q]BERTNZHFE | Delegates, are you willing to represent HBV carriers? 3 (3%) Original Weibo post Petition
BT ? ’
XEFNAZMHY - gEyH—27% | This is what I ought to do. To be able to help further Original Weibo post Conversation
st Z FF I A A se Z5 4% > th 2 | eliminate discrimination against Hepatitis B is my with a
RAVEESE o J/@[user] | B B, honor. /@[user1]Only the delegates to the Chinese delegate
) ARE » S LEAIER - People’s Congress who regularly get in touch with the
// )G e 3] gk people can make a difference. //@[user2]Reply 1 (1%
U@‘[u/ser ] . @[userl ks @][user3] I only tried to contact you. I never thought that (1%)
BRI RIRFIAG T | [ would be able to obtain your support. This is really a
Fro BN E  BEE > 2R surprise. Very moving. What a gain. //@[user3] Support.
3K o //@[user3]5ZFF - S20F - | Pay attention. Submit. Wish you well.
L o P -
REZRFIRIE - g1 - FHE | Concern about the problem of Hepatitis B. Care about Original Weibo post Comments
R — N EER R FEEE kR them..My friend’s classmate has been diagnqsed with on Mr Lei’s
ZHF 7 5 AR BT [ he'pl?tltls Bl. After that Rfor 3 }iears he was not in tglghl petition
s 2, =L with any classmates. Recently we met again on LIt
%Hﬂﬁ%%y Eigﬁﬁ QQ J:% turns out that he has suspended classes and stayed home.
£ E%@E‘EW%@% ' ﬁﬁ‘ic He has also acquired autism. Society should treat them 2 (2%)
TEME © R IEATNTEE correctly, and let them live a normal life, so that they
AT - AERATRTBAER 429E > 47 | will have courage to face their own illness.
ZHBSEEYEH SRR - //@[user]#Plead Lianghui delegates to concern about the
/l@[user] #RIEW =TT L problem of hepatitis B#
R
# AR BT B A S YR 2 Can hepatitis B virus carriers be babysitters? 1 (1% Original Weibo post Original
(1%) Weibo post

[B&E @[user] 55—  ZFFHIEE Reply @][user] First, the routes of transmission of Original Weibo post Original
BERENR ~ RRRFIR 4224 | Hepatitis B are bloqdbome, motherito—chilcli and through Weibo post
SRR SRR - H 4 S unprotected §exua1 intercourses. Daily routme.contact.s.

(such as having meals together) do not transmit hepatitis 1 (1%)

(HEE) FEEIELAT - 25
= PR EE A A LU MERE
ik > ATBAME R ~ RSN

B. Second, hepatitis B virus carrier can carry “Health
Card”, and can work in catering and service industry.
Third, the State (i.e. China) has not limited hepatitis B
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Ao BB = ERFFARRH ZATA
B EMERBUTL - FTEAST
WUHERITT Y > BRI Z AR
BT B AV -

carriers to engage in the industry of home economics.
Therefore, the actions of your honorable institution have
already discriminated against hepatitis B virus carriers.

SCH ZRF 2B 5 AT | Real video of hepatitis B positive girl asking for kisses Link to news program: News about
{BHBEYIEESE http:/t.cn/zO2SiRy on the street; Valentine’s Day couples kissing http://www.tudou.com/programs/vi | hepatitis B
competition 2 (2%) | ew/6X61ZCXbkdM/dW5pb25faW | health
QIMTAWOTYzXzEwMDAwWMVSE | education
wMVEwMQ event
Other Weibo posts 2 (2%)
#) LR PEER LE&E3ENE | # Son came to Wuhan and fell into a trap of pyramid http://www.changjiangtimes.com/2 | News
Mithm B — KA BN B 55 scheme. Father was very anxious # A university student 012/02/375628.html
=, CER Sz E e from Henan went to play at the home of a classmate in
%(?80 ;;ﬂﬁ;g %?E:T_ ;g:—f EEEE;R Wuhan. But he claimed that he had acquired hepatitis B
S HIF LT Sl and asked his family to send 15,000 yuan. The father 1 (1%)
- JL‘ N 15| was very concerned and went to Wuhan to look for his
AME] > FTEIEAEE - son, but he could not find him. He sent him text
http://t.cn/zObweBN messages and there was no reply. He phoned him but no
one picked up the phone. http://t.cn/zZObweBN
[EilEEHEMHKRE] L [6 big events to remember since the birth of a baby] 1. Original Weibo post Health
RS (B 4G TAE) » 2 | The first cry (lungs start working). 2. The first education
RIS (AR S 2 N breastfeledlilng (ha;f andhour aiter lbirth, eve;n thﬁugh you about ;aking
Sy S : may only have a few drops of colostrum, but these are care o
ggg%g{hggé W%Yﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ very precious to thg baby. Early fgeding can also. neonates
FERL & DL > stimulate the secretion of breastmilk). 3. To receive 1 (1%)

AT ¢ 3~ PR E (HAE
J& 24 /NI BRI ZBTRIR AT

i) 4 PEaRR R E (24 /N
W) 5 5~ AFRMEREFEQY /)N
I 5 6 ~ i (3~14 °K)

vaccination (hepatitis B virus and BCG vaccine within
24 hours). 4. Physiological weight loss (within 24
hours). 6. The umbilical cord falls off (3 — 14 days).

7. Hepatitis C

Figure S7. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Hepatitis C” (FJJT) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts on the peak date of February 23, 2012.

Peak Date: February 23, 2012
Total count: 100

Summary: An outbreak of hepatitis C has been happening for two years in Zijin County, Guangdong province. Nearly 200 people have been infected with
hepatitis C virus. The suspected route of transmission is through repeated use of contaminated syringes at the health center in the township in that county. A



reporter of a newspaper in Guangzhou (the capital of Guangdong province) went there for interviews in December 2011. According to the reporter, personnel
from the Communist Committee of Zijin County tried to offer bribes to cover it up. After being rejected by the reporter, they tried to block the article to appear in
print via various means (see Weibo post in the Table below). Eventually, after two months, the news article finally went in print and the news was covered by
major newspapers in China, including the People’s Daily. Weibo posts of news articles about this outbreak were then re-posted by many (n=92).

Table S7. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Hepatitis C” () on February 23, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
News about an outbreak of hepatitis 92 (92%)
C infection in Zijin County,
Guangdong Province, possibly due to
repeated use of contaminated syringe
This is one example out of many This is one example out of many different Weibo 92 (92%) | http://news.qq.com/a/20120223/00 | News about
different Weibo posts generated by posts generated by different news agencies and 0159.htm a hepatitis C
different news agencies and media: media: outbreak
[T R 200 ASeR BAFrEE(EH [ Nearly 200 people in Guangdong have been
HEEEYARF]) IEARHIRIRE » | | infected with hepatitis C, potentially due to repeated
RS EERLM » 3{E%E0m/KEE | use of syringes ] According to the People’s Daily,
—HEEHTT 200 LR R o JHR | residents in Zijin County, Guangdong, reported that
REH o B R s - 4 pealrlly 200 peoEle, V\tf)ho liyefd alocrllg X}ia}?gShl}i'Rgad
, o = | inthat county, have been infected with hepatitis C,
FrTEt Eiiﬂ%ﬁfﬂi - réE%Jr’iJ through unknown routes of transmission. According
[RIAT Em%’%i%/ﬁi)% 1] to the report, all the patients who were infected
& JORBET ZRMIEREREES | have been vaccinated in the health center in the
SiH#E - http://t.en/zOUVCqH township. That health center has not used single-use
syringe. Guangdong Department of Health has
instructed the Zijin County Bureau of Health to
investigate. Medical experts of Guangdong
Province has also rushed towards Zijin County to
participate in the investigation.
http://t.cn/zOUVCqH
Personal comments on the outbreak 5 (5%)
WTWMNHE » IBTFE&T IR - 847N | Buried for two months, the article finally appears in | 1 (1%) Re-post of a personal Weibo post Personal
PR R RN > Hl— B U HEyRF | print. The hepatitis C outbreak has taken place for experience of
R W ET A S 5 TS « | two years in Zijin County. However, the local reporting the
government has continuously covered it up and has outbreak

R 12 AR ABEEIRRRIT R
J& » B AGTEERTM - ERIR

prevented the experts who went there to perform
their investigations. In December last year, after I
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http://news.qq.com/a/20120223/000159.htm
http://news.qq.com/a/20120223/000159.htm

% - #iEE > OB HEMMRE
PEFRfRE WAR - SRFUZRIGIEH RIF
RIUEA ©

received hints [from readers] and went there for
interviews, personnel from the Communist
Committee of the County dared to chase after me to
Guangzhou. They wanted to pay me a huge sum to
cover it up. After being rejected [by me], [they]
tried to block the article to go in print, through
various means. [I] strongly request [the authorities]
to penalize those in authority who tried to cover up
the outbreak.

[ BE4A SR AT REF] % | “How to effectively prevent hepatitis C” Recently 1 (1%) http://health.sina.com.cn/d/2012- Health
T 7R3 200 A SR A frEE &g | nearly 200 people in Guangdong have been infected 02-23/095223087.shtml education
S ERATRT - INEIE ST S - & With hepati?is C, pote.r}tially. due to repe:flted use of
PR ZEIBT % 5 25 (HCV) Bt 137 Islyrlng.e.s. Viral I&e]:}))atklltls C., is an gcute viral
BRI R B B R i epatltls, caused by §p§t1t1§ C virus (HCV)..Its
) N major route of transmission is bloodborne, with a
TEATS DEERSPERFAE SRAE - IFARRIL minority of transmission happens via close contacts.
S AR AR - L WHFERZE | The clinical symptoms are similar to that of
ZNERRIY 2 FRATT SO AR FRRIE 2 hepatitis B. So, how would hepatitis C be
http://t.cn/zOUXUjA (FERE) transmitted? How would we prevent it?
http://t.cn/zZOUxUj A (Kang Kang)
[EE&THFFFEEX” 1) JaEEE | ““Accomplice” of hepatitis C among delicious 1 (1%) Original link: Health
SHERKLM > N/KEE—H73T 200 4% | food” Residents in Zijin County, Heyuan City, http://group.gd.sina.com.cn/11251 | education
=L , B HH o 3 reported that nearly 200 residents along Xiangshui 7/thread-9476.html (no longer
Eig;?ﬁﬁﬁgﬁgT%EAET Rt(t)adthi\{le bften tipfect;;i}}with l}etp)a‘icis g.fThis available; July 24, 2014)
. st s attracts the attention of the society. Apart from
ﬁ\’ Eﬁﬁi i %gﬁﬁ\; HW 2 ﬁ@ﬁ regular check-ups and correct treatment with
INER - AR ENEARD - 5T medication, hepatitis C patients should pay extra
AR AARLE ISR ? APEEZE | attention to certain dietary taboos that must not be
FE TR RN ? EFEIEEL committed. So, what are the dietary taboos for
http://t.cn/zOUxnxd hepatitis C patients? What are the “accomplices” of
hepatitis C among delicious food? For details, visit:
http://t.cn/zOUxnxd
I REEAS N EEE L 0 A AT | Strange outbreak of hepatitis C at Guangdong 1 (1%) Original Weibo post Fengshui

2 A 2 H 00:13 5 XK R IE !
(CERMIHY LIS ) 2012 F7RF &
Iz MUK P AN B e » Tisd £
— U154~ R - SN AEBIRE
EDUg - EEZYRAT > BMEZL

4

Heyuan. My Fengshui prediction written at 00:13
on February 2 has been verified again! (For earlier
predictions, see [my] blog.) In 2012, overcast the
South-east Xuankong Fengshui was the largest
malefic planet Wuhuang [i.e. Saturn]. Wuhuang is
in charge of all disasters and epidemics. In addition,
Wuhuang met Yuanju Feixing Xilii (i.e. planet
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http://group.gd.sina.com.cn/112517/thread-9476.html
http://group.gd.sina.com.cn/112517/thread-9476.html

Jupiter), leading to the occurrence of epidemics or
earthquakes.

HEH 2 Ry T E EuY# | # My hepatitis B infection was due to sharing 1 (1%) Original Weibo post
IR 200 A S NHT SR A syringes# Guangdong Zijin nearly 200 people
Itz & 4+ http:/t.cn/zOUXFGS infected with Hepatitis C, potentially caused by
repeated use of syringes in a health center.

Other Weibo posts 3(3%)
S FEEAT Concern about Hepatitis C 1 (1%) Original Weibo post
FFIE (2R 2 F—TN BT Silent killer of the liver — Hepatitis C 1 (1%) Original Weibo post

[ FH EayEtEeih) R EeEEE— | Lichen planus is a skin rash. It consists of purple- 1 (1%) http://health.sohu.com/20110704/n | Health
Fh 7S > e et T R Sy ikl | colored flat-topped papules. Sometimes it is itchy. It 312269697 4.shtml education

AL > EAERMEZIE NFEEIRIN - B
LHEHBE TR EE R L o B
RETEfE® T 5 > b BB EDUR AR
RS L o BINEARIAL - HLRIR
KIECH » NMiZEGERN - XA
RESEAIRTHVIEK

often appears on the waist or the knee. But it can
also appear on the lower back, on the neck, on the
leg and on the genitals. The cause is unknown.
However, if you discover that you get it yourself,
you should to have a liver check-up, as it may be a
sign of hepatitis C.

The original article at Sohu Health
(dated July 4, 2011) was copied by
many different Chinese websites
and newspapers. According to
Sohu Health, the article was edited
and translated from WedMD, a
medical website based in the USA.
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8. Hepatitis E
Figure S8. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Hepatitis E” (JXFF) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of December 10, 2012.



Peak Date: December 10, 2012
Total count: 17

On December 10, 2012, there were 17 Weibo posts that were related to Hepatitis E. Of these 17 posts, 14 were related to a conference held in Chongging

regarding the epidemiology and risk of Hepatitis E (including 6 posts that were news highlights). Experts from Chongging municipal CDC highlighted the risk of
hepatitis E. The other 3 posts were about the appearance in Nanchang, Jiangxi, the world’s first hepatitis E vaccine, produced in China (reference for the vaccine,
see: Soo Bin Park, 29 October 2012, http://www.nature.com/news/hepatitis-e-vaccine-debuts-1.11687).

Table S8. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Hepatitis E” (JXHF) on December 10, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
Chongqing “Hepatitis E 14 Health
Epidemiology and Risk Conference” (82%) information
[ R izt 0By i ) “Having a meal at unlicensed roadside food vendors 6 (35%) | http://e.chinacqsb.com/html/201 | Health
TR E S ERAEEWZE& 4 | Beware of being infected with Hepatitis E” Municipal 2-12/10/content 313857.htm information:
Ea o EIREAHERY - /NERER S CD.C. experts said, people at Chongqing like to eat Newg about
BT | DA SRR » RSE gfehclous food along the roads. However, many'of these the I‘lS‘k’Of
o J— e ig and small food vendors are unlicensed. Their Hepatitis E
# E’%szﬁ 5t '7 EE/%EE ’ *EKI sanitary conditions are very poor. Many noodle transmission
> ARF Z RIS © TR | vendors wash the bowls in a single basin of “dead”
RHRIER O ERIE R NS MRS | water that is never changed. This will facilitate the
MRF R E AL o (EERPEIR) transmission of Hepatitis E virus. The incidence and
mortality rate of hepatitis E have ranked the highest
among the various forms of acute viral hepatitis in our
country (i.e. China). (Chongqing Shang Bao)
HEFFEZRH#HE NI FEH » FHEIR #Health warning# From Hualong Net. Yesterday, the 2 (12%) | http://t.qq.com/clx1595548633? | Health
BT ESS X Y RIERITRY. | “Hepatitis E Epidemiology and Risk Conference”, mode=0&id=178817086106709 | information:
SRR R GHET - ;rganizc?d blz//[ Cél‘opgqing 11:4111nicipalS(Scl>)ci§‘Fy ocfh ‘ &pi=10&time=1355720381 I;Ilew§ Eb(;‘ut
. S, R b E AR SR reventive Medicine, took place at Yubei in Chongqing the risk o
?%g%i . H H'Jzﬂ;kﬁifﬂiﬁ City. Disease control experts said, currently the Hepatitis E
b+ Jei !E‘Zﬂy\‘}“ f RT3 incidence rate and mortality rate of hepatitis E rank top transmission
BAL > WSz AR aRYERA among acute viral hepatitis among adults in our
Sk TP A 1L ZR AR 7 country (i.e. China). To Chongqing people who like
SRR - eating delicious food from roadside vendors, the best
way to prevent this enteric infectious disease is to get
vaccinated with hepatitis E vaccine.
TERAE 4 ing g B2 XEWAVE | “Chongging happening” Good morning. The morning 6 (35%) | http://domestic.kankanews.com/ | Health
B — & RN AT TR - 5 | of this city begins with one Weibo post and two big ¢/2014-05- information:
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http://www.nature.com/news/hepatitis-e-vaccine-debuts-1.11687
http://e.chinacqsb.com/html/2012-12/10/content_313857.htm
http://e.chinacqsb.com/html/2012-12/10/content_313857.htm
http://t.qq.com/clx1595548633?mode=0&id=178817086106709&pi=10&time=1355720381
http://t.qq.com/clx1595548633?mode=0&id=178817086106709&pi=10&time=1355720381
http://t.qq.com/clx1595548633?mode=0&id=178817086106709&pi=10&time=1355720381
http://domestic.kankanews.com/c/2014-05-06/0044481024.shtml
http://domestic.kankanews.com/c/2014-05-06/0044481024.shtml

RIEEAAE - 1 ~ B E Rk rivers. What are happening in Chongqing .... 5. 06/0044481024.shtml News

11.3% ; 2 ~ F2 2P HEEEE 4% Having a meal at unlicensed roadside food vendors highlight

MERSEREIEZL 5 3 ~ HEIIYETL: Beware of being infected with Hepatitis E ... including

# 1 R 4 B about the

P13 A EAEE - CEEH Hepatitis E

5 N %iﬁ@%my&wﬂ@i %I‘DEQ%I@“&H? ; transmission

http://t.cn/hawZc

Hepatitis E vaccine 3 (18%) Health

information

HREHEA# [T E S FESE =4 | #News in Newspaper — Recommendation# “The 3 (18%) | http://jiangxi.jxnews.com.cn/sys | News about

B2 ) HEJAEEZE ELYE 2 | world’s first hepatitis E vaccine appears in Nanchang” tem/2012/12/10/012207201.sht | the world’s

F ST TR RSSO B Hecolin (the world’s first hepatitis E vaccine, ml first

S RIS A TS > 12 B developed by National Institute of Diagnostics and Hepatitis E
AT R Vaccine Development in Infectious Diseases, at vaccine

8 H » fEM B IEASHAEEL R
I - TR A BRI EN | 5A e e
BTy TAE AR S5 uh R -
http://t.cn/zj6vIbk

Xiamen University) made a formal appearance in
Nanchang with our province’s (i.e. Jiangxi) disease
control experts, on December 8. Citizens can get
vaccinated at the CDCs or health service centers that
are qualified for the provision of vaccination.
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http://domestic.kankanews.com/c/2014-05-06/0044481024.shtml
http://jiangxi.jxnews.com.cn/system/2012/12/10/012207201.shtml
http://jiangxi.jxnews.com.cn/system/2012/12/10/012207201.shtml
http://jiangxi.jxnews.com.cn/system/2012/12/10/012207201.shtml

9. Poliomyelitis
Figure S9. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword “Poliomyelitis” (Z#8K/513%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak dates of December 6 and December 15, 2012.



Peak Date: December 6, 2012
Total count: 11

Summary: Of the 11 Weibo posts mentioning “poliomyelitis” on December 6, 2012, five were related to a newspaper article about the National Immunization
Day activities in the city of Shijiazhuang on December 5. Another five were personal conversation about polio vaccination for someone’s baby. Another post was
about the position of World Health Organization on polio vaccine.

Table S9A. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Poliomyelitis” (588K it ) on December 6, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day

English translation / description

Count (%)

Sources / References / Notes

Category

Health information about
National Immunization Day

11 (100%)

wi E R [ARBE AL P ££FR %1 | #Hebei Youth Deep Reading# Take Sugar Pill not 5 (45%) This was a Weibo post that linked | News article
3, ANHEILHEHENY R Ht | under hukou (family register) restriction Dear, don’t to a news article on Hebei OPV
. RS " i) need to line up in a long queue Parents in Qingnian Bao: vaccination
E : %2?2;& )ﬁﬁgﬁa;’ ; EEH% Shijiazhuang, have your children taken thq “sugar http://t.cn/zIMEHX0 da}f ina '
B4 I 6 05 1 AL %4‘9{ T pill”? Yesterday was the first day when children of Chinese city
HEK K o b ( o ) L the appropriate age in Shijiazhuang to take oral
HERRSS S TR ACBA . SRRELE poliomyelitis vaccine (“sugar pill”) for free. Long
HihE ALAS 2 P FEHBER ], XK | queue of people were lining up in front of health
EHHEFAR T B AR E BT, | clinics. Reminder: To take the “sugar pills”, there is
ASFAEFEA A S HERERN o no hukou (family register) restriction. Parents can
[ Wi i | take the vaccination records to any vaccination
points in the whole city and need not line up in long
queue at certain vaccination points.
Bl & @[userl] #Z M8 IE 5 114 ##E | Reply @[userl] According to the normal 5 (45%) Original Weibo post Personal
., REEMNIZLE 4-6 S E | vaccination schedule, your baby should receive a comments
WA BRI ST, FE bcf)cé)‘stgr dose ;)f'pocl)ilgmyi‘liltlis vac}:lcine ar0111nd the age (Vialcccrlinlat)ion
- IS T of 4-6 years. It is to follow the norma schedule
HA ﬁ}?%ﬁlﬂﬁ LR q;“ﬂ vaccination schedule. There is no need to receive a
?ﬁmi‘ﬂ’ﬂ/\f ﬁ @[userl] 4 t! 'i booster dose in between. /@[userl] 4 doses? We
R? AT =E R K | pave only taken 3 doses. Baby is 10-month-old.
BUE 10 H .
5 T AR 2Rk %t 1 IRYE | World Health Organization had introduced 1 (10%) WHO article: Links to
BRI R RN E, poliomyelitis derived from OPV in its website. http://t.cn/zjxii2x WHO
WHO (AR R, BRG LK, WHO?s attitude is this: even though there is a risk, http://www.who.int/features/qa/64/ | position on
but such situation rarely occurs. And this can be zh/ vaccine-

BRI DL R 2, T HLAT

prevented with multiple rounds of high-quality

derived polio
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http://t.cn/zjMEHX0
http://t.cn/zjxii2x
http://www.who.int/features/qa/64/zh/
http://www.who.int/features/qa/64/zh/

PLB 2 R i = R yE it fh, ¥ | immunization campaigns. Overall, WHO still
& AR S OPV ()4 - supports the use of OPV: http://t.cn/zjxii2x
http://t.cn/zjxii2x

Peak Date: December 15, 2012
Total count: 11

Summary: Of the 11 Weibo posts that mentioned “poliomyelitis” on December 15, 2012, seven mentioned a so-called “World Strengthened Immunity Day”.
What is written in Chinese as “Strengthened Immunity Day” is known as National Immunization Days (NIDs) or supplementary immunization activities (SIAS)
in WHO?’s parlance. This is intended to supplement — not replace — routine immunization. National Immunization Days are conducted in two rounds, one month
apart (see reference: http://www.polioeradication.org/Aboutus/Strategy/Supplementaryimmunization.aspx, accessed June 9, 2014). In mainland China, the
National Immunization Day was conducted on December 5 and January 5.

While the National Immunization Days are part of WHO strategy to eradicate polio globally, there is no such event known as “World Strengthened Immunity
Day” listed in the list of World Health Assembly mandated health days (reference: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/official days/en/, accessed June 9,
2014). However, in Chinese mass media, as in the online discussion of Chinese netizens, there are many instances in which such an event “exists”. For example,
a 2013 newspaper article began: “Yesterday was the ‘World Strengthened Immunity Day’” (Chun Cheng Wan Bao, reposted in Yunnan Net, December 16, 2013;
http://society.yunnan.cn/html/2013-12/16/content_2998552.htm, accessed June 9, 2014). It cited a website for primary school education
(http://www.xxkt.cn/yuwen/2006/7538.html, accessed June 9, 2014). Someone outside mainland China created a Facebook page for such an event (https://zh-
cn.facebook.com/notes/%E8%90%A5%E5%85%BB%E5%85%8DY%E 7%96%ABY%ES%AD%AG/%EA4%B8%I6%E7%95%8CY%ES5%BCY%B7%ES%8C%I6%E
5%85%8DY%E7%96%ABY%E6%97%A5/664483666906915, accessed June 9, 2014). A health clinic in Beijing translated the information into English
(http://www.hkclinic.com/en/edu_show.asp?id=180, accessed June 9, 2014). This so-called “World Strengthened Immunity Day” even has its own Baidu Baike
(Baidu Encyclopedia) page, listing it as one of the “International Days” (http://baike.baidu.com/view/21469.htm, accessed June 9, 2014). No reliable sources
were cited in any of these websites. While the 41° World Health Assembly (1988) has resolved to eradicate polio and national immunization days are one of the
means to achieve that goal, the WHA did not specify December 15" as a so-called “World Strengthened Immunity Day” (See:
http://www.polioeradication.org/content/publications/19880513_resolution.pdf, accessed June 10, 2014).

We can interpret this phenomenon as an interesting Chinese adaptation of NIDs and to promote it as an international day. By having it mis-understood / mis-
interpreted (or even fabricated) as an international health day mandated by WHA, the Chinese authorities managed to convince the average Chinese citizen that
the NIDs have international mandate (which they do have) and can encourage citizens to get vaccinated. We decided to classify these posts health information,
instead of alternative health information.

Of the eleven Weibo posts, there were another four posts about the implementation of the National Immunization Day in a Chinese city.

Table S9B. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Poliomyelitis” (&&§2K)% #) on December 15, 2012.
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http://www.polioeradication.org/Aboutus/Strategy/Supplementaryimmunization.aspx
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/official_days/en/
http://society.yunnan.cn/html/2013-12/16/content_2998552.htm
http://www.xxkt.cn/yuwen/2006/7538.html
https://zh-cn.facebook.com/notes/%E8%90%A5%E5%85%BB%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E5%AD%A6/%E4%B8%96%E7%95%8C%E5%BC%B7%E5%8C%96%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E6%97%A5/664483666906915
https://zh-cn.facebook.com/notes/%E8%90%A5%E5%85%BB%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E5%AD%A6/%E4%B8%96%E7%95%8C%E5%BC%B7%E5%8C%96%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E6%97%A5/664483666906915
https://zh-cn.facebook.com/notes/%E8%90%A5%E5%85%BB%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E5%AD%A6/%E4%B8%96%E7%95%8C%E5%BC%B7%E5%8C%96%E5%85%8D%E7%96%AB%E6%97%A5/664483666906915
http://www.hkclinic.com/en/edu_show.asp?id=180
http://baike.baidu.com/view/21469.htm
http://www.polioeradication.org/content/publications/19880513_resolution.pdf

Sample Weibo posts on that day | English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
Health information about 11 (100%) Health
National Immunization Day information
[t Ak H]Y &R EHA | “World Strengthened Immunity Day” Today is 7 (64%) The Baidu Baike (Baidu- Health

ML SE H, R AW RAEEs | World Strengthened Immunity Day [World Encyclopedia) has an entry education
TR S T VST o SR AL G5 T ]S)upplle)me;ltellfg Vac.cinatioE.Day / World ngster li;ftp:/{)baikefaidu.cogﬂview& 1469 §N ationgl
S [ % i - ose Day]. The primary objective is to eradicate htm but it does not cite any mmuniza-
ﬁﬁ%?ﬁf {j’i@f\i%gfﬁki poliomyelitis. Strengthened immunity references. There are a number of | tion Day)
;: . }\{ Me . e [supplementary vaccination?] is an important Chinese websites that mention a
R Qi) MR 12 procedure to eradicate poliomyelitis. In total China so-called “World Strengthened
H5HM1H 5 AX4EPH 4 | has launched the activity of Eradicate Poliomyelitis Immunity Day” but never cited a
% UL JLE SR 1A REK T % | World Strengthened Immunity Day 3 times (6 source.
. iR FE S L E Ak rounds). That is, every year, on December 5™ and
B, wR Ak AR January 5™, provide every child under the age of 4

years one dose of polio vaccine. Let us take care of

children’s health, strengthen human immunity.
W0HZ ML TS, 78R | From the municipal CDC, journalists were made 4 (36%) http://www.weibo.com/168230581 | Health
{4 A ), IR kg4 | aware that during the “Strengthened Immunity Day” 5/zZ9RRS8bMi information
I 25 TG R BE IR T A B [i.e. National Immunization Day], our city (news)

By mEZRRRANA . =4
A WA, #RE AR — I

[Qinhuangdao] will distribute 250,000 dose of
poliomyelitis “sugar pill” [Oral Polio Vaccine].
After birth, at the age of 2™, 3" and 4™ month, one
has to take this type of poliomyelitis “sugar pill”.
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http://baike.baidu.com/view/21469.htm
http://baike.baidu.com/view/21469.htm

10. Avian influenza
Figure S10. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Avian influenza” (& &) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak day of January 2, 2012.
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Peak Date: January 2, 2012.
Total count: 264

Summary: Of the 264 Weibo posts, carrying the keyword for “avian influenza” (/i Jgk), on January 2, 2012, 134 were news about a fatal case of human
infection of avian influenza A(H5N1) in Shenzhen City and 6 posts were news about poultry culling and an import ban in neighboring Hong Kong.

Another 14 posts were news about poultry culling in a farm in Zengcheng, Guangzhou. The poultry there were not infected avian influenza, but “avian leukemia
complicated with laryngotracheitis”.

29 posts were about side effects of Tamiflu. 3 posts were health education posts about avian influenza.

49 posts were re-posts or variations of a post that had been widely circulated in China that expressed the feeling of certain young Chinese who were born in the
1990s about the various epidemics and natural disasters that they have encountered in their lives.

26 posts were original Weibo posts expressing comments about avian influenza; one post was comment about avian leukemia. 2 other posts were about other
news that somehow mentioning avian flu.

Paying closer attention to these comments, we can have a glimpse of a variety of online reaction towards the avian influenza incident. One Weibo user
recommended “eating less chicken and ducks; also not having meals at Kentucky Fried Chicken.” (“/DIZ SHSIE » E{8 EA R 7). One user asked, “There is
someone who died of complications of avian influenza in Shenzhen. [China] CDC said that the virus has not mutated to become transmissible between humans.
Should we believe in what you [China CDC] say?” (“ZH)IIF5 ARG [#0F3EIE T - BRIETOSR LB 2 MEAN - FLRENSIRE 7 7) One
hoped that it would end soon (“Z5EZF LY 1F”); another was worried (“I N7 E a3 =L » FH.0 © 7); and someone asked, “What good, advanced and
wonderful ways to prevent avian flu do you have?” (“IFi/AaE i » THEMT LG8 - =3/ ? ). But there was also a user who was not worried: “It was
really cold tonight. I have just had a meal of wild game ... [a list of dishes]... It was really good. Who care about SARS and avian flu? Let’s satisfy the appetite
first!” (“SU5% » U7 TEHEFRE - AR - IL5E - WEIRA - BEREE - DENGEE S AER - BEETHIES » =il BEATESE - BEEIEYE - (D
B REIEER SN - RBZREEAE )
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Table S10. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Avian influenza” (& 7i/g}) on January 2, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

A fatal case of human infection of

avian influenza H5N1 in

Shenzhen*

[EYERESEC B E TSR E [ The avian influenza strain of the dead patient in 134 http://news.163.com/12/0102/04/7 | News about
REEFEAN G A [EERE] & Shenzhen has been confirmed not transmissible (51%) MO2J0INOOOI4AED.html a case
YRR, 201246 1 5 1 Hig between humal}s‘] In the evening ofJanuary 1,2012,

IR EA R > E 23.2.1 Shenzhen Municipal CDC reported the strain that

s it e et s | iNfECts the patient belongs to a highly pathogenic avian
ﬂz%?@'ﬁ%iﬁ@‘%” 'L}’E&ﬁ? S| influenza subtype 2.3.2.1. The receptor remains avian
&I RIBRAEEAS receptors. The virus remains non-transmissible between
ANZIEHTE4E > TTRHERILFER | humans. There is no need for the citizens to panic.
;H.JI_LL °
News about Hong Kong poultry
culling and import ban*
A HRE > FEHRESET Reuters reported that recently Hong Kong had culled 6 (2%) http://t.cn/SJdc5J News about
19000 HZzE » F88 - O R1EY 19,000 poultry and banned imports and sales, even poultry
B RE TN R T S5 - ‘thugh onll}\lI tW(})l lg)oqltrysv};/ere Iilnfecte;d9 with avligrllj import ban
: e o — influenza. Neighboring Shenzhen, a 39-year-old bus
?\M%H/\jpkﬂ[[ﬁ 3\9 i Bfﬁﬁﬁ iam driver, Mr. Chen, passed away. After autopsy, he was
THEH ’IT%%?%’) R ’ I | found to be dead of avian infiuenza. This discase has a
FETHE 60%  iZH+ 21 HER case-fatality ratio of 60%. That man had a fever on the
FETTAER U E AR SMSE | 217 was taken to the hospital on Christmas Day.
R 120 AMEMITEE » #8FK > | Officials there said that all the 120 people who were in
BAEE N EEAS R T4 H close with him were not found ill. It was reported that
4 o the Ministry of Health had presented a note about this

incident to the World Health Organization.

News about culling chicken in
Guangzhou (avian leukemia)
#IOPNEEIRAT 3 5 RS ZuE N # | #Nearly 30,000 chicken were infected and were culled | 14 (5%) | http://www.chinanews.com/gn/201 | News about
FAE 12 H 28 H o [N Hk—573% | in Zengcheng, Guangzhou.# On December 28, last 2/01-02/3577430.shtml culling

PERZIEONEIRE Sue S i 7N Favid
TR WEHT R EER
R IR TR R
BRI SE R > FIFEE

year, chicken in a chicken farm in Zengchang,
Guangzhou, fell ill collectively, and all the chicken
were culled. Yesterday, Guangzhou Municipal Bureau
of Agriculture said that, the chicken in that chicken

chicken in a
farm
(confirmed
not avian
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http://news.163.com/12/0102/04/7MO2J01N00014AED.html
http://news.163.com/12/0102/04/7MO2J01N00014AED.html
http://t.cn/SJdc5J
http://www.chinanews.com/gn/2012/01-02/3577430.shtml
http://www.chinanews.com/gn/2012/01-02/3577430.shtml

SEMEERIEL o NP IEEEREY B > ¢ | farm was infected with “avian leukemia complicated influenza)
kel B RIS A T 248 12 with laryngotracheitis”, and not the highly pathogenic
H 31 B2 2.75 75 HNGFRE - avian dipﬂue;za. Ilrll ordif[ to Pr'ev?]l;;[ the epicfi;mig fr;)m
- spreading, Zengcheng Municipal Bureau of Agriculture
CNTV BRArilz AR 8 a11)1d anirngal hea%th ins%)ection alilthorities culledg all the
27,500 chicken in the farm on December 31. Edited
and reported by CNTV Chen Baiyi
News about Tamiflu

[AIEW 5 A REIE ™ E v 8 Tamiflu (also known as Oseltamivir) is an anti- 29 http://news.qq.com/a/20120222/00
L) kIE (N EME) Eife | influenza drug developed by Roche, a Swiss (11%) 0830.htm
B S 25 E SR R phzrrlnaceu(tiical con;)pany. Ip recept ygag, it has b(elen

)3 . S i I widely used to combat against avian intluenza an
L%IN}IEf Eﬁ?ﬁni%%gﬁ; ;‘éém = influenza A(HIN1). The drug safety authorities of
oLeEn s =B ==~ | Japan and the US have warned that Tamiflu can lead to
FERy2ganze 8 JEE S > AR side effects such as mental disorder and hallucinations,
SEUEHSEE - TEL) W EZLME] | and even lead to death.
TER > BEEEBRIET,
Health education (avian flu)

[12580 &G R} : {EF1HE ] & | “12580 Nutrition Encyclopedia: Health lobbyists” 3 (1%) Original Weibo post Health
WL FSRZE > TSR SRS ¢« | Avian flu attacks again, preventive measures should be Education
EEES I FRERL RIS 8k Well adp;;(ted: stay awaﬁ/ lflrolrlnhlivc(e1 pgl'lll‘try, (ion’t let o

71 SIS w4 , | Virus stick to you; wash both hands diligently, cut o
iéi rzg‘ggiﬁiﬂi ISR all transmission routes; Do more exercises, to

SPUABEAIRER - withstand the onslaught of the virus!
Personal comments
ET— 4 fill BT 50— | [ have lived 20 years, having experienced a drought 49 http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/topic/rt | Personal
HIEF 60 FE—1EBAYTEK - 100 45 | that was 1 in 50 years, a snow storm that was 1 in 60 (19%) 2tn=500%E5%B9%B4%E4%B&8% | comments
—BATEE 300 FE—BATES years, a flood that was 1 in 100 years, a mudslide that 80%E9%81%87%E7%9A%84%E
e s = . was | in 300 years, an earthquake that was 1 in 500 5%9C%B0%E9%9C%87
i > S00 SE—ABATHES - 600 5 years, a tsunami that was 1 in 600 years, and also solar
s N N ) )
ﬁﬂ’\jiﬂ{ﬁ ’ ﬁﬁ{+é H ﬁﬁ ﬁfﬁﬁz eclipses, lunar eclipses and meteors.... Facing SARS, |
P AEIRIE /N B EUTRL | attended primary school, stepping on avian flu, T
Fw > EERR ESH o BITELE | attended lower middle school; taking the risk of
KT M 2012 HFAH | | influenza A, T attended upper middle school; now I
ITXEFHEEEEESTFIT ! attend university, someone said that 2012 is the end of
the world! What a spectacular lives we have...

EREL 0 FEEE/ NG ) | IE4FEE | Avian flu, caution when handling chicken!!! Don’t 26 26 different original Weibo posts Personal
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http://news.qq.com/a/20120222/000830.htm
http://news.qq.com/a/20120222/000830.htm
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/topic/rt?tn=500%E5%B9%B4%E4%B8%80%E9%81%87%E7%9A%84%E5%9C%B0%E9%9C%87
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/topic/rt?tn=500%E5%B9%B4%E4%B8%80%E9%81%87%E7%9A%84%E5%9C%B0%E9%9C%87
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/topic/rt?tn=500%E5%B9%B4%E4%B8%80%E9%81%87%E7%9A%84%E5%9C%B0%E9%9C%87
http://m.3g.qq.com/wbread/topic/rt?tn=500%E5%B9%B4%E4%B8%80%E9%81%87%E7%9A%84%E5%9C%B0%E9%9C%87

e i 0 :
g EE | . touch the feces! ‘@ (10%) about avian flu Zggﬁlzgzn
flu
B RAHIE NS5 {5 15 A | The first time to learn that chicken will get these 1 (0.4%) | Original Weibo post Personal
A E15HY. .. //@[user] [H N diseases that seem to me that only people will get... comments
o @ 4 '
SR ¥, ks g iyl | /@Luser]leukemia plus tracheitis?! &' Sounds more ?:ﬁfetﬁ;an
W% - dreadful than avian flu.
Others 2 (1%) Others (news
unrelated to
avian flu)

* Some Weibo posts mentioned both the case in Shenzhen and the chicken culling and import ban of Hong Kong. The first author (ICHF) made the decision
which news was the main message of that Weibo post and categorized accordingly.
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11. Influenza A(H1N1)
Figure S11. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword “H1N1” in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts that were generated on March 12, 2012 and June 21, 2012.
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“False Positive” Peak Date: June 21, 2012

Total count: 70

Of the 70 posts on the peak date of June 21, 2012, 67 (96%) were “false positives” as they were counted due to the pseudonym @u3JHIN1HY (the random
number generated to replace a username) contained the numeral-letter combination of “HIN1”. Therefore, we did not count it as a real peak and we moved on to

analyze the data on March 12, 2012.

Peak Date: March 12, 2012
Total count: 42

Of the 42 Weibo posts mentioning “H1N1” that were generated on March 12, 2012, 37 posts were about the outbreak of influenza A(H1N1) among students in
Hotan, Xinjiang. There were news reports (n=29), health education materials (n=5) and personal comments (n=3).

Table S11. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “H1N1” on March 12, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
H1N1 outbreak in Hotan, 37 (88%)
Xinjiang
LB H 22 4 /N2 B Tfie N “Many secondary and primary schools students 29 (70%) News from Xinhua Net (March 11, | News about
FHH HINT FR Y 3remiy &, were confirmed of influenza A (HIN1) infection in 2012): an outbreak
103 11 HNGTE G e TR R, Hotan, Xinjiang” From Xinhua Net. On the 11™, http://news.xinhuanet.com/local/20 | of influenza
" o, journalists learnt from the responsible authorities in 12-03/11/c_111637153.htm A(HIN1) in
‘ﬂ] i ﬂ/ﬂ\ [Zﬁ g% it fﬂ%% Iiij /J\?I Xinjiang, because many secondary and primary Hotan,
Eiﬁ% 12917 HINI Y{'M?@’ Lj\j school students were confirmed of influenza Xinjiang
A R BN AE 5 Bt AR A(HIN1) infection in Hotan, in order to effectively
SE, HrsEAED AR /N control the epidemic to spread in different levels
X3 ) LI W 52 SR A ) B and different types of schools, the morning
inspection system has to be resumed today in
secondary and primary schools and kindergartens
across Xinjiang.
[ 8 HIN1 FRET TN & “Influenza A(HIN1) protection handbook” Spring | 5 (12%) This is a Weibo post release by Health
25 S I S A s FE TR HANT 3% is the season when the incidence of respiratory Sina Health to promote its health education

e R, B At
25T R HINT K ? AR R
HWRLLE IR 2 WL N2 5 Wl A%
ge? BRI ? e R i i
SEIRAAE R 2 FEIE TS LA 2
HINI Ji R 37 F o

infection influenza A(HIN1) is high. We should
protect ourselves in time. So, what is influenza
A(HIN1)? What type of symptoms will this type of
influenza lead to? Who will be susceptible? How
would we protect ourselves? Through which routes
will it spread? For details, please read the Influenza
A(HIN1) protection handbook.

education website on influenza
A(HINI)
http://health.sina.com.cn/z/H1N1fa
ngzhi/index.shtml
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http:/t.cn/zOffiMRQ via.@#7 1R f
R

http://t.cn/zOffMRQ via @Sina Health

i, HIN1 R T ? Huh, HIN1 comes again? 2 (4%) Original Weibo post Personal
comment

HINI 3| KB EZEATIE . sort The market trends of the pharmaceutical industry 1 (2%) Original Weibo post Personal
Ll . .. (@) comment

of ironic? "= triggered by HIN1 ... sort of ironic? &=

A journalist’s reminiscence of his 5(12%)

reporting of the 2009 pandemic

e FH B NAZ T I X — 3, Journalists should learn this skill. Teacher Ding, 5(12%) http://t.caijing.com.cn/album/reply | Personal

TG E~! /J@[user]iF = . bravo! //@[user]Very accustomed. Many years ago 2t1id=636053 reminiscence

SAERTERG 7 R HIND 557 gher; I ansV rel[gor;inlg thei( Hlel ;wine 'ﬂu' at tl;eh of the.

B e S S outnern Weekend, 1 picked up the majority ot the reporting

gg%ﬁﬁgégii%%};%%ig internal reports that had been thrown away in the experience

% JANHPIT A { rubbish bin of the Department of Health of a during 2009
MR B R A R 10 certain province. A journalist without the HIN1
AREUF AL wonderful skill of turning over the rubbish bin is pandemic

not a good investigative journalist.
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http://t.cn/zOfjMRQ

12. Measles
Figure S12. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Measles” (“[fi;Z>) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak dates of January 4 and August 30, 2012.

“False positive” Peak Date: August 30, 2012.
Total count: 141



All 141 Weibo posts on August 30, 2012, that contained the term “measles” (“[ii$2”") were actually about urticaria (commonly known as hives) and not about

measles. In Chinese, urticaria is known as “=Jfji’2"”". The Chinese medical term for urticaria

characters.

Therefore, we moved on to analyze the peak on January 4, 2012.

Peak Date: January 4, 2012.
Total count: 77

=2y

it

2 contains “ffi 5" (measles) as its second and third

Summary: There were 77 Weibo posts that mentioned “measles” (Jfk¥2) on January 4, 2012. Of them, 68 were posts and re-posts of health information provided
by a commercial company that mentioned four diseases that have symptoms similar to common cold. Another 5 Weibo posts were related to alternative health
information (n=3), health information (n=2) and traditional Chinese medicine (n=1).

There were 4 posts that were related to urticaria, not measles.

Table S12. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Measles” (J£2) on January 4, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

[ DU R E 7B 0]) Vs | “Beware of four types of “false common cold”.” 68 (88%) | This piece of information was Health
MHRE, IR SRS Rk Misdiagnosis is the worst when it comes to treating * reposted in a variety of platforms. information
KL, THMARE. 1. A & illness. There are four illnesses that havc? symptoms to One recent example is: ‘

K 2. BEB: [ 4 | common cold. Do not be careless. 1. Chlckc?n pox: http://www.eyoogo.com/info-
WU 5, 2T RO [ £ blisters on the body; 2. Measles: red dots will appear 2582.html

e GL Ay LA LU '~ | on cheeks. The center of the red dots is white or blue.

e, ZJRMAESBIE: 3. Ml Later, they spread across the whole body; 3.

RKe FRBIZIERE. Wke. X Meningitis: severe pain at the extremities, high fever,

M AECARREE; 4. BERRZ: K vomiting, difficult to wake up; 4. Mumps: low fever,

e, L. PIEMGE . headache, swollen cheeks.

[ & B ORI e g “Look at your own skin to inspect your own health” 1. | 3 (4%) Example: A popular webpage that | Alternative
BE) 1. FEMBERE, frge | If the pale and sole appear yellowish, it may be carries similar information: health

hypothyroidism. 2. Under sunlight, the appearance of http://health.ifeng.com/disease/ski | information

FURBRPLAEIRIR s 2. HELRRZ
ARG T OGEZY: 3. HEaugit
IR A BRI AN L . 4,
TR Ry 75 € i e 2 Ik iy

Ko 5. JEE EHLAE (LB R B2

measles [urticaria?] may be a result of taking a
photosensitive drug. 3. The color of palm print has
darkened may be a result of inadequate secretion of
adrenaline. 4. Large blue lumps in the leg may be a
sign of varicose. 6. Tingling sensation and rash appear

n/detail 2011 _01/17/4308879 0.sh
tml
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http://www.eyoogo.com/info-2582.html
http://www.eyoogo.com/info-2582.html

PRI 6+ BURRIRRIEIF B2
A RER IR

in the skin may be a sign of shingles.

#2012 fEEH T, M H HERE, | #2012 Health Calendar. We wish that every month is 1 (1%) Original Weibo post Health
BBz 43 A {53\ gﬁgﬁggﬂ*% auspicious to you and peace to you every year! #March information
2 SR . R WA T Warm spring WIFh blossomlpg.ﬂowers and a lot of
EREETE, EWINIR. SR germs ikcllmatlc char.acterls.tlcs: The tempe.rature
IO 5. ORE. A gradually increases. It is getting warm but still there are
J?j S /;_ o I episodes of cold weather. Apparently it is getting more
Yﬂf% Jigﬂ PRSI SCRERE humid. Y¢Diseases of high incidence: influenza,
Wi AR AR ST 2 *&)%*75 measles, rubella, hepatitis, eczema, allergic rhinitis,
Mo 1y SURBETETE, W KR | bronchial asthma, rheumatoid arthritis. YyHealth
B, EEPITEER. KE. K reminder: 1. The temperature gradually increases.
BEAEYLR . Germs greatly multiply. Pay attention to prevent
infectious diseases, such as influenza A, measles and
rubella.

WA TE RS, SR Indigowoad root has the effects of detoxification. It has | 1 (1%) The URL link in the Weibo post Traditional
B, O, BERR L. IR, BE a better preventive and treatment effects on common leads to this article: Chinese
P T, R R TR RS diseases such as cold, ﬂu, mumps, conJunc'tlvms, and http://www.jysq.net/article-26730- | medicine
FAER . (HE, A DU megsles. However, a mlnqut);of p'eople tthk that 1.html
SR L PEZE AN A 1nd1goyvoad root powder is a “benign drug”. Whether
ST L, HS R AR one is ill or not one would take two packets. This is not

e rrect.
http://t.cn/SiYJHA correct
Posts about Urticaria 4 (5%) 4 different posts about urticaria Not applied

* One of the reposts was a modification of the original post with the last section about “mumps” deleted. That explains why the count of this Weibo post and re-
posts was 68 for “measles” and was 67 in the section on “mumps”.
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13. Epidemic hemorrhagic fever
Figure S13. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “hemorrhagic fever” (H5fn#%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or
more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of October 16, 2012.

Peak Date: October 16, 2012
Total count: 22



On October 16, 2012, there were 22 Weibo posts that mentioned “hemorrhagic fever” (H [ #4). These Weibo posts were extracts of Chinese news articles that
translated the British news article, “The Armageddon virus: Why experts fear a disease that leaps from animals to humans could devastate mankind in the next
five years” (Daily Mail, October 16, 2012, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2217774/The-Armageddon-virus-Why-experts-fear-disease-leaps-
animals-humans-devastate-mankind-years.html). Prof. John Oxford of Queen Mary Hospital, London, commented upon a recent fatal case of Crimean-Congo

Hemorrhagic Fever in the UK.

Table S13. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “hemorrhagic fever” (H[f##) on October 16, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count | Sources/ References / Notes Category
(%)
Prof. John Oxford’s comment the 22 News of a
“Armageddon virus” (100% case
)
[WNEEFEESRH IR HE “Authoritative expert warns that “Doomsday 19 http://t.cn/zIHbnww 5137 News related

5°) SEERTEIESE S PN ESNEE: | virus”* may ar.ise.” Recently in the UK, the.re had (86%) to Crimean-
BRI » 5 2 BB T been .repeated 1mport§d fatal cases of 1nfect10n:. 2 This China News Net article adapts Congo .
R ST - B L P CCHE) glen 1nfe§tle\1d w1idé:Cr1mea.n-Congo H;m;)rrhaglc information from Wen Wei Po (3 [EZ, Eemorrh(;lglc
ever and Novel Coronavirus respectively. Hone K October 16. 2012): ever an
binl) on, ong, October 16, :
fﬁiﬁ'{k%{ﬂ I%ﬁﬂrﬁf:f% Therefore, an authoritative expert thought that in http:%/pape%wenweipo.com/ZO)l 2/10/16 | Novel
FINH > AR S FREREMREREL the next 5 years, the globe will face the threats of : : Coronavirus
e ) S e ! LS, | i /GJ1210160023.htm This article was -
o Eﬁﬂﬂ’]@iﬁﬂ M EFEE VI | new epidemics directly. These zoonotic diseases extract-translation of the Daily Mail (i.e. MERS-
N - Oy R AR may become “Doomsday virus”. article aforementioned. CoV)

[ ZZEMARFE 50 R E R TE | “Expert says that in the next 50 years zoonotic 3 http://tech.sina.com.cn/d/2012-10- News related
SFEEREL T A2KY 10 B 16 %A > diseases may destroy humanity.” October 16 (14%) | 16/09187706375.shtml to Crimean-
K A 10 5 16 F3NE - 1

CEEENMR) 73 > s ERT-[IE | reports. According to the Daily Telegraph, Cr.imean- o . Congo .
o, ~ S . ongo Hemorrhagic Fever may make the patien is Sina Technology article was emorrhagic
S T A B R T SR LT S C H hi F ke the patient This Sina Technol ticl H hi

i = T usually show symptoms of headache, high fever, translated and adapted from the Daily | Fever

e~ SR RTTR - BRI
JEIR - BEERIEINE > EESEH
R FAFE FRRIRN ZHEf Y I« X
27D 30%HF B 2 B Em i o

joint ache, stomach ache and vomiting. As the
disease progresses, the patient will demonstrate a
large area of bruising and uncontrolled bleeding.
The case fatality rate is at least 30%.

Mail article aforementioned, but it
changed the expert’s prediction as
reported in the Daily Mail from five
years to 50 years.

*The Daily Mail title Armageddon virus was translated as “7& H¥%2~ (Doomsday virus), which was the Chinese name of the movie Carriers (2009), directed

by A lex and David Pastor.
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2217774/The-Armageddon-virus-Why-experts-fear-disease-leaps-animals-humans-devastate-mankind-years.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2217774/The-Armageddon-virus-Why-experts-fear-disease-leaps-animals-humans-devastate-mankind-years.html
http://paper.wenweipo.com/2012/10/16/GJ1210160023.htm
http://paper.wenweipo.com/2012/10/16/GJ1210160023.htm
http://tech.sina.com.cn/d/2012-10-16/09187706375.shtml
http://tech.sina.com.cn/d/2012-10-16/09187706375.shtml
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14. Rabies
Figure S14. Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the keyword for “rabies” (ZEA:J%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of May 30, 2012.

Peak Date: May 30, 2012
Total count: 692
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Summary: Of the 692 Weibo posts generated on May 30, 2012, that mentioned the keyword for “rabies” (JERXJ%), 675 (97.54%) were related to the so-called
Miami cannibal attack that occurred on May 26, 2012. Some Weibo users commented on the news and asked whether the alleged criminal had rabies.

Only 7 of these 692 Weibo posts were genuinely related to health information or personal experience that was somehow related to rabies. Four posts were about
an article on the “high cost but low effectiveness” rabies prevention program in China. One post was about keeping pets with Kids and mentioned rabies. Another
post was about the user’s personal experience of being bitten by a dog and afterwards receiving the vaccine against rabies. Another post was about the story of

Pasteur.

The other posts were derogatory uses of the Chinese term for rabies to criticize or abuse other people. These include a comment on news of a university student
carried by an old lady to class (n=6), a comment on animal right activists (n=2), and curses (n=2).

Table S14. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “rabies” (JERJ%) on May 30, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

Miami cannibal attack
//@[userl]: HUEIRALF, WERME [User 1] DNA not matching, no clothes to 675 FEE—HEE ST U afr A | Comments
g, AfE. /@[user2]: FERIFFIE? wear. Don’t understand. // [User 2] Rabies? // | (97.54%) TH h 9 B on the news
//@[user 3]:  ANFENIE FARW ! //@][user [User 3] Don’t know whether“thls Is true or http://news.sina.com.cn/w/p/2012- | of the Miami
4 RLEREMSEHR TR, AR not! //[Use}r 4] Hope that the Re51de1}t Evil 05-27/165824487500.shtml cannibal
N N S Al has not arrived, even though I am a big fan of attack
VE [ i - //@fuser 5]: Alm the game “Resident Evil”. /[User 5] What’s
! the situation?
Health information or personal experience
about rabies

[ ¥R IERTE & REANTEGEE]Y | “Rabies misread The underlying reasons 4 (0.58%) | http://discovery.163.com/special/ra | Health

behind the exaggerated propaganda” Rabies bies/ information

FERIRAE 2006 SETF00 S FIE B v, AF
H AR AR —, R ANt SR R
o XPIXFPIET IR 100% 104 GL s 1
W NS REAL, AMELER AR N BUZ
BB, Wik EAER W BTIG AN S AL
ALK 35 . http:/t.cn/zOrAuuE

has rebounded since 2006 and has reached its
peak. The costs that we paid were the top in
the world and yet the effect ranked number 2
from the bottom. The popularization of the
knowledge and the exaggerated propaganda
of an infectious disease that has a 100%
case-fatality rate, has led the people into
panic and has led the prevention and
treatment of rabies in China into an
embarrassing situation of high input and low
effectiveness.
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Kok, SETE. S RAETCER B | A tragic accident, lying down and “shot”. 1 (0.14%) | Original Weibo post Personal
Wi, AESREREZICE.: B TR Today when I went for a walk, I was bitten experience
Wi, KRR R, R R, by a dog. If in the future there is a record in about being
I history that so and so died from rabies, this bitten by a
will be a big joke. I quickly went to receive dog and then
the vaccine and have just returned. receiving the
rabies
vaccine
[ B B, ANEAE R “Mums who have pets at home. Two 1(0.14%) | Original Weibo post Health
Y RLUCRAE N ERREIRESET, A warnings that you must read!” Do you think information
W RIE—RH D 242 T 2 MRULR R G b that when your babies can crawl and walk,
WA T B M AL T FAE R, LK spending more time with .cats and dogs, they
would be safe? Do you think that rabies can
ALY EEEMIT 7?2 © ik%5 | only be transmitted through bites, so as long
e PAE M S5 g iAL, tEskq1iegE | as the pets do not bite the babies, they are
FMNERIK ! http://t.en/zZOg AW Sk fine? & Don’t let babies to live with
domestic pets in a safe and hygienic manner,
there are many lessons for mums to learn!
http://t.cn/zOgAW 5k
P A A N ZE AR RS B8 TH: S XN R 3 42 R “Pasteur himself built upon his unparalleled 1(0.14%) | Original Weibo post Health
>y FREET R \NAG S, ki | achievement and discovered a way to education
DR S B A R LG s s immun@ze h}lmans. "l."his. methoq conéers
. e S RN immunity atter vaccination against the
{\A%B H_JLE ; %@ﬂ%%%é % IE@M LtF% terrible rabies. Since then, other scientists
7 E%ﬁ m {"L\ﬁ\ &ﬁ%{ﬁ A ﬁimjﬁbﬁ 7| have also invented vaccines against other
fpetiie 7 CGUNHEREW TRE, IE | serious illness, such as typhus and polio.”
Pk BIE AT E P A A e (Those who believed that practitioners of
Wi E T 2ar LTI EED Traditional Chinese Medicine invented
vaccine, their evidences come from the story
of an anonymous old practitioner of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, who
miraculously cured the Emperor’s Son using
vaccinia powder.)
Personal Comments / News unrelated to
rabies
FRAES, AFKEMHAEM! R I only want to say: for what reasons why 6 (0.87%) | FHETERE L AFE FIR % Comments
TUR? 2 EREIERIG T ? 2 //@[user]: other people have to carry you on their WS IR S, on the news
A, Rt x4 ki Es ixpe 7 | back!! Are you a kid?? You got rabies?? http://video.sina.com.cn/p/news/s/v | that cleaners
//@[user] Honorable. However, in such a carried

EAFER, RO, B T.. AT

/2012-05-
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MREBMERZE, SEAEEA T AL T,
EELB T W, BE N TR,
EAHREERL LI, EE R R B A
GESESE

heavy rain, the university has flooded as
such. Why wouldn’t they suspend the
classes? Like dead pigs, no brain...The
students are slow to take initiatives either. If
they cannot really attend classes, then just
don’t go. If you want to go, wear a pair of
rubber boots, or take off your shoes and use
your hands to carry them. Anyhow, you will
manage to cross the water. Is it really that the
old lady has to carry everyone to cross the
water?

30/193961763491.html?recomm=r
elation

students to
school in the
rain

TR s E R 2D E 3T AN B A ANHYE | The “slaves of cats and dogs” and the pseudo | 2 (0.29%) | Original Weibo post Personal
N, FOERIRFE AKX S, #p4EKEF | animal protection activists only know how to comment
O O OMUR . X2 —Fh e E 0 beat(,1 .??use, bfite ariid curse [l)leoll)jl.e. T{l(ey zlilre ((liebates. |
S e g N Ry GE not difterent from dogs with rabies. Yet they about anima
ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ;ﬁggéﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1 think that their love is overflowing. This is a protection
’ & 7t R kind of serious psychological disorder. Not and animal
only should there be laws to punish them. rights)
They should be sent to hospitals for
treatment
Others 2(0.29%) | Curses/ Abusive language used Personal
against certain people comment
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15. Epidemic encephalitis B
Figure S15. Daily count of Weibo posts with the three different keywords for “epidemic encephalitis B” in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000
followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed of Weibo posts of the peak date of August 5, 2012.

Peak Date: August 5, 2012
Total count:
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Epidemic encephalitis B (i {7t 28V 32) = 13;

Yi’nao (Zfix) = 30;

After removal of Weibo posts that contain both keywords = 30

Epidemic encephalitis B (i {714 Z &I 3%), is shortened as Yi’nao (Z.fixi) in Chinese. It is also known as Japanese encephalitis (HZ<fixi3%). Therefore, we used

all three keywords in our keyword search.

For the peak of August 5, 2012, searching with the keyword “Epidemic encephalitis B” G114 £ B fixi 38) there were 13 Weibo posts, while searching with the

keyword “Yi’nao” (Z.Jfx) there were 30. Searching with “Japanese encephalitis” returns zero posts on that day. Since all the posts containing “Epidemic
encephalitis B” contained “Yi’nao”, there were a total of 30 posts.

All 30 posts were related to a fatal case of epidemic encephalitis B in Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province. A 65-year-old lady died of the disease on August 2, 2012.
The news was covered by news media on August 5.

Table S15. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “epidemic encephalitis B” (fR{TEZEIKE) and/or “Yi’nao” (ZJix) on August 5,

2012.
Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
A fatal case of epidemic encephalitis
B in Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province
. . . “Ningbo, one woman died because of a mosquito 28 http://jiaxing.19lou.com/bq/%E8% | News about
Srias sk el DEENIN 2. , (93%) | 9A%SA%ES%AD%I0%ES%8F% | a death of

H2H » 59— 65 ¥ FRuhrF | bite B .” On August 2, a 65-year-old woman in AE%E5%92%AC epidemic
T R M Z B S ZE T « 3K Ningbo died of epidemic encephalitis B infection encephalitis
et A B AT PR ] - TLAE tlﬁatfwas transnfntted tlll'rougp S1(1'1’osqu1‘[0 leltes.' This is B
AR - 8 /N -12 BT - the first case of mortality of Yi’nao [epidemic
L . e A 0 encephalitis B] in Ningbo this year. Health
Efﬁ?ﬁ% EP}iZ,E[ﬁgEE P BRINEEH | quthorities remind that children between 8 months
X PSS LR » —HHBE | and 12 years of age, who have not yet vaccinated
e~ =R X~ PR > B IHERS | against Yi’nao, should go to their community health
ENEAER 0 MITEIFE2 . centers to receive the vaccine. If there appear clinical

symptoms of acute illness, fever, vomiting,

convulsions and unconsciousness, they should

receive medical care immediately.

1 (3% Original Weibo post Health

f SFEEEEF B 2N Beware to protect [yourself] from mosquitoes (3%) g P promotion

Prevent Yi’nao [Epidemic Encephalitis B]

70



http://jiaxing.19lou.com/bq/%E8%9A%8A%E5%AD%90%E5%8F%AE%E5%92%AC
http://jiaxing.19lou.com/bq/%E8%9A%8A%E5%AD%90%E5%8F%AE%E5%92%AC
http://jiaxing.19lou.com/bq/%E8%9A%8A%E5%AD%90%E5%8F%AE%E5%92%AC
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]
THIRREST ik

= =

1 2 & @

@
“® Can I still get vaccinated against Yi’nao

[Epidemic Encephalitis B]? = =

1 (3%)

Original Weibo post

Personal
comment
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16. Dengue
Figure S16. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “dengue” (BE#%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of September 9, 2012.
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Peak Date: September 9, 2012
Total count: 36

Summary: Of the 36 Weibo posts that contained the keyword for “dengue” (&ZE34) on September 9, 2012, they were all commercial advertisements (and
reposts thereof) for a promotional event for tourism in Thailand that provided mosquito repellent cream as a gift to prevent dengue.

Table S16. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “dengue” (B E##) on September 9, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category

HZE [E R R A ORI 5 T B B i #Visit Thailand Mosquito repellent 36 (100%) Original Weibo post Commercial
: advertise-

ﬁ?’?*E?  EAE IR sk cream as a gift Prevent dengue# ment

B 111 ik http://t.en/zWgiE7d

Circulate it. I believe that I can generate
good luck by circulating it!!! Address:
http://t.cn/zZWgiE7d
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17. Anthrax

Figure S17. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “anthrax” (584H) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on August 14, 2012.
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Peak Date: August 14, 2012
Total count: 103

Summary: All 103 posts that mentioned “anthrax” (SyH) on August 14, 2012 were somehow related to the news of an outbreak in Liaoling Province. Of these
posts, 61 were news posts about the outbreak. Sixteen were a variety of health information messages related to anthrax prevention. Another 8 were about the blog

post “There is no anthrax outbreak in our city. Citizens don’t need to panic’

variety of personal comments. Another 4 posts were categorized as “Others”.

Table S17. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “anthrax” (5&JE) on August 14, 2012.

’, released by the Director of Beijing Municipal CDC. There were 14 posts that were a

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

[T 8812 7 B RYESS 7L | “In Liaoning, there are 7 confirmed anthrax cases. In 61 (59%) Examples of news articles: Outbreak
FEWIEE 5 AERE]) T | Jiangsu, early this month, there had been an oqtbre?k http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/m/2012 | news
BHSE 3 F & A A R R Bk Bei of 5 cases.” In Shenyang and other places in Liaoning, -08-14/07406381 .html
Bt > BRI 7 A% recently there had been an outbreak of cutaneous
e - anthrax infection. Up to now, 7 cases were confirmed. http://nb.people.com.cn/GB//n/201
{_ XEH8H3H ’Ijj\é EX This is the second province in our country where 2/0813/¢201051-17353959.html
AL 2 NB - 5 MERAI | cytaneous anthrax was discovered and an outbreak
RIS » FESN BT EBLEZEL | occurred, since the outbreak of August 3™, at
SRR IR - Lianyungang, when 2 fell ill and 5 had atypical

symptoms.
G ulERIEN D e SR “How to prevent anthrax” According to experts’ 16 (16%) One of many potential sources of Health
RIS AL 4Gk » WFJE | introduction, anthrax is not that dangerous. For information that carries similar information
e residents living in areas not affected by the epidemic, information is this article:
{;(EE(;E %ji?ﬂéiﬁé%g as long as beef and mutton are cooked at 100°C for 40 http://www.shw365.com/jkzl/jkwd/
minutes, they will not be infected. Anthrax are 201108/90992.html
BRI 7 FERBE ~ A pRIE A categorized as cutaneous, gastrointestinal and
FRIE. © 95% I FRIE 1 K7 ik 52 pulmonary. 95% of anthrax cases are cutaneous. They
JE o IO SRR TRV | were infected through wounds on the skin.
IR E A 54yEY) J< Gastrointestinal anthrax was transmitted via
ES IR Hfﬁ ;—f“ ENINGI SR contaminated food and water. Pulmonary anthrax cases
IR  [HIRZEI were infected via the respiratory tracts, with the highest
case fatality rate, but they are very rare.
EFERTEX (TG TLTREEE Publish a blog post “There is no anthrax outbreak in 8 (8%) Blog post by the Director of Health
HERANEUEY -«rH > 75245 | our city Citizens don’t need to panic” - “Recently, in Beijing Municipal CDC: information
Shenyang of Liaoling Province, there had been http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_60c | (from
PR L AN BCREIIRBIE R epidemics of the infectious disease cutaneous anthrax. 6170a01019isd.html Beijing
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http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/m/2012-08-14/07406381.html
http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/m/2012-08-14/07406381.html
http://nb.people.com.cn/GB/n/2012/0813/c201051-17353959.html
http://nb.people.com.cn/GB/n/2012/0813/c201051-17353959.html
http://www.shw365.com/jkzl/jkwd/201108/90992.html
http://www.shw365.com/jkzl/jkwd/201108/90992.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_60c6170a01019isd.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_60c6170a01019isd.html

JumyEE o BEiEiA 7 AKYE © | Up to now, 7 cases were confirmed, of which 3 cases and re-posts Municipal
HohyhpE T B 3 ] > FHtX 1 are in Shenyang’s Liaozhong County, 1 in Yuhong CDC)
] EMHIK 3 6] BT TR District, and 3 in other regions, and there are no deaths

[ o PELy bt il » Fp yet.” Regarding the above news, passionate....
B - "5 AT - Rl http://t.cn/zZWY VBIO
http://t.cn/zZWYVBIO
FOEAEEL XM LAFT#EFREEF] | Anthrax and cholera, regarded as severe infectious 14 (14%) Original Weibo post Personal
MERELYE » BIfEETHEsRE A | diseases in the past, are not difficult to treat today. comments
o MEEILT .

[& 5T - REEEEELE | “Golden Idea reminder: Anthrax epidemic may boost 4 (4%) Financial predictions: Others *

B2 E R T1E]

the price of stocks of pharmaceutical companies”

http://www.twioo.com/content/804

3216

* This group contains different Weibo posts that cannot be grouped into other groups.
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http://www.twioo.com/content/8043216
http://www.twioo.com/content/8043216

18. Bacterial and amoebic dysentery
Figure S18. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “dysentery” (}1#%%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts that were created on the peak date of February 22, 2012.



Peak Date: February 22, 2012
Total count: 59

Summary: All 59 Weibo posts that contained the keyword “dysentery” (Ji#%<) on February 22, 2012 were posts that we categorized as alternative health
information, of which 58 were about “food that cannot be consumed together with chicken meat”. This post (see table) mentioned eating chicken and penis et
testis canis (a type of traditional Chinese medicine) together would lead to dysentery; similarly, if people ate chicken and Chinese plum together, they would

experience dysentery.

Table S18 Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “dysentery” (#%) on February 22, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

[AREERASFETCH 4] (1)2 “Food that cannot be consumed together with chicken 58 (98%) | http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appm | Alternative
B (ATSFIETS); (2R (53 | meat” (1) sesame (can lead to death); (2) sweet potato sg/show? biz=M]MSNTY30TU2 | health
BD: (3RS ChE): (4 (leading to abdominal pain); (3) anti-inflammatory MA==&appmsgid=10006644&ite | information

’ ’ . | tablet (poisoning); (4) Penis et Testis Canis (leading to midx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e
1. VET A
’ A sentery); inese plum (if eaten, dysentery); cbdlc

H @'@jﬁf)' (5% 7 (BRI | dysentery): (5) Chinese plum (if eaten, dysentery): (6) 59cbd1c0d5481d1
FD; (6)FHK (FEREA R soya milk (lower protein absorption); (7) Glutinous rice
WO (TR (Bl SRAIE (can lead to bodily discomfort); (8) Chrysanthemum
(8) 1 (W SHILT); (9FFHK (can lead to death); (9) mustard (damages vitality); (10)

(IE50)s (0K (PEBRAE garlic (the nature and taste of the foods do not match);
w5, () ﬁ;ﬂ_’ﬁl CPEBRAT 2); (D8 (11) carp (the nature and taste of the foods do not
t . D’ — ’ . match); (12) Carassius auratus (the nature and taste of
i (PERRAR ). the foods do not match).

[A3ETS FHEEY 1 MR il K, “Skillful use of vinegar in life” (1) Drink a light mix of | 1 (2%) http://www.oouee.com/401.html Alternative
AR, 2 Al 54 FKEs), | vinegar and water can help prevent motion sickness. health

(2) A well-mixed mix of vinegar and cold water, with information

IR, BRIk, 3RER
Bk, FIR EEEL =R B
FLb, REEETERE. 4 TR,
R, H 1%0EHR i — /N,
AL EYIh . S HERER,
1% &EEER, AT 2. Higk
LYY . 6 MK 50%M &
B, AT

some honey added, can help cure insomnia. (3) If
someone has fainted, use a handkrief that has been
soaked with vinegar to cover his nose to awaken the
patient. (4) When one cooks crabs and jellyfish, using
1% vinegar to sok them can help prevent food
poisoning. (5) Boiling cutlery after use in 1% vinegar
to the boiling point, can help prevent hepatitis,
dysentery and other infectious diseases. 6. Drinking
vinegar of 50% concentration can help one overcome
hangover and can protect the liver.
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http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appmsg/show?__biz=MjM5NTY3OTU2MA==&appmsgid=10006644&itemidx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e59cbd1c0d5481d1
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appmsg/show?__biz=MjM5NTY3OTU2MA==&appmsgid=10006644&itemidx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e59cbd1c0d5481d1
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appmsg/show?__biz=MjM5NTY3OTU2MA==&appmsgid=10006644&itemidx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e59cbd1c0d5481d1
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appmsg/show?__biz=MjM5NTY3OTU2MA==&appmsgid=10006644&itemidx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e59cbd1c0d5481d1
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/mp/appmsg/show?__biz=MjM5NTY3OTU2MA==&appmsgid=10006644&itemidx=4&sign=8e7487f4dcf503f4e59cbd1c0d5481d1
http://www.oouee.com/401.html

19. Tuberculosis
Figure S19. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Tuberculosis” (ffiZ54#%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 -
40 -
30 -

20 - I

10 -

0 T
2
>
S
N

Daily count of Weibo posts that contain the specified
keyword

> 0
w\\’\ ’b\'\/\ N\ %\\’\ ‘o\'\/\

Content analysis was performed on Weibo posts generated on the peak date of December 31, 2012.



Peak Date: December 31, 2012.

Total count: 95

Summary: Of the 95 Weibo posts that mentioned “tuberculosis” (ffiZ5$%) on December 31, 2012, 90 were about a child torture case. The kindergarten teacher
who allegedly tortured certain children, facing the compensation requests made by the parents, pleaded for mercy as her father suffered from tuberculosis and her

mother had mental disability.

Another 5 posts mentioned that persimmon tea was good for the health of tuberculosis patients.

Table S19. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Tuberculosis” (fifiZ54%) on December 31, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
that day (%0)

Ui TEE 24 TFrZ % | “Female kindergarten teacher from Zhejiang claims to love 90 (95%) | http://news.sina.com.cn/c/sd/2012- | News related
o WAl L d ) | kids. She cannot afford the compensation and asks for 12-31/034825930772.shtml to a case of
EERNET 21 H » Y | forgiveness in tears.” It has been two months since the child alleged child
BT SR s E 455 | abuse case, but it is far from over for Liu Yanhong. Five torture
SRS RlmdtE T | parents respectively requested her apology and 50,000 yuan in
FEHILRIE T FEH# s | compensation for emotional distress. Liu Yanhong said that she
FK o BHELL M= W% | liked kids and did not realize the harmful behavior at that time.

T HEREIREGETT | She cried that her father suffered from tuberculosis and her

N o PG AL EARSS | mother had mental disability, so that she was unable to make

BB IR » £/ | monetary compensation and begged for forgiveness from the

= MER KA L o | parents.

s 25 3 58 0 A4t — | Persimmon tea: 3 grams of tea leaves, 3 dried persimmon 5 (5%) http://health.lady8844.com/yinshi/ | Alternative
3N gklE 555 fgipE | cakes, 5 grams of crystal sugar. Boil the dried persimmon 2012-12- health

T AKEE 2 15 i 2E R - ches with qystal sugar until they are tender. Then make tea 06/1354782041d1130073_4.html inforp}ation/
SRR - 250 with 'the bqllqd persimmon cakes. The tea can help regulate gi- Tra'dltlaonal
o A o flowing, eliminate phlegm, and benefit the spleen and stomach. Chinese
FOE AT EE . It is the most suitable drink for tuberculosis patients. Medicine
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http://news.sina.com.cn/c/sd/2012-12-31/034825930772.shtml
http://news.sina.com.cn/c/sd/2012-12-31/034825930772.shtml
http://health.lady8844.com/yinshi/2012-12-06/1354782041d1130073_4.html
http://health.lady8844.com/yinshi/2012-12-06/1354782041d1130073_4.html
http://health.lady8844.com/yinshi/2012-12-06/1354782041d1130073_4.html

20. Typhoid or paratyphoid
Figure S20. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “typhoid” (£55€) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Since in Chinese, both typhoid ({53€) and paratyphoid (g//{5%£) contained the Chinese keyword for “typhoid” ({53£), we only used {5%€ as the keyword for our

keyword search. Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of August 18, 2012.
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“False positive” Peak Date: August 18, 2012

Total count: 55

Summary: Of the 55 Weibo posts generated on August 18, 2012, that mentioned the Chinese keyword for “typhoid” ({75£), 46 posts were actually related to a
story about a suspected case of meningitis — the story of the potential lumbar puncture of a small girl, Miss Yang (Chinese title: #74E4E Mt ZER] 7 81). For
details of the story, please refer to the Section 21 (Epidemic meningitis) in this Supplemental Online Appendix.

Of these 46 posts, 42 mentioned a classic text of Traditional Chinese Medicine, titled Shang Han Lun ( {{5%£i¢) ), of which the standard English translation is
On Cold Damage. It so happens that the Chinese term “Shang Han” ({5%£) refers to a broad category of diseases and symptoms (collectively known as Cold
Damage) in Traditional Chinese Medicine, while it refers specifically to typhoid in modern (Western) medicine (Table S20A).

Since the majority of the posts were not related to typhoid or paratyphoid, we considered the peak of August 18, 2012, as a “false positive”. We therefore, moved

on to analyze the next peak.

Table S20A. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Typhoeid” ({53€) on August 18, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day

English translation / description

Count (%)

Sources / References / Notes

Category

Comments on a suspected case
of meningitis

46 (33.6%)

Social issue

FEZEHSR - HER— e sEay /b “Fright night” about the lumbar puncture, merely 42 (76.4%) | http://tweets.seraph.me/search/H1%% | Personal
FH& % - (53E16) 37925 + X | because of a fever caused by Lesser Yang. Line 379 B LMEREHATTE comI.n.ent/
MEHE » NEEZ EZ - A of Shang Han Lun: “When [there is] retching and Trqdltlonal
R AFTEFLMER) =2 | heat effusion, Minor Bupleurum Decoction (xiao chai The translation of the Line 379 of g/[hlg? 5¢
XAMIEA - hu tang) governs.” “Compulsory course on parenting Shang Han Lun is taken from © l,f-me-
by adopting traditional Chinese treatment” this time Zhongjing Zhang (translated by (men o
}f pting Wiseman, Feng and Wiseman), the classic
will talk about the above symptom. Shang Han Lun = On Cold damage: Shang Han
translation and commentaries, Lun)
Brookline, Massachusetts, Paradigm
Publications, 1999 p.565. This is the
standard English translation of this
Traditional Chinese Medicine
classic.
Posts that commented on that suspected case that mentioned {57€ in the sense of typhoid 3 (5.5%) Personal
comment
Posts that commented on that suspected case that mentioned {553€ in the sense of Cold 1 (1.8%) Personal
comment /

82



http://tweets.seraph.me/search/中医育儿必修课暑期班
http://tweets.seraph.me/search/中医育儿必修课暑期班

Damage in Traditional Chinese Medicine

Traditional

Chinese
Medicine

Alternative health information / 2 (3.6%)

Traditional Chinese Medicine

#EE g [ EHEEER #School for home decoration# [Effective ways to 1 (1.8%) http://www.owinmall.com/news_cen | Alternative

BIRATFE]) B s B remove undesirable odor after decorating your new ter/40.html health .

REZERXERWENHEES | home] Spider plants, aloe vera, and sansevierias can information

TSR o JHBRIEIEZENZE | absorb lots of pollutants like indoor formaldehyde.

GG FF - TE -~ R They can also help eliminate and prevent indoor air

1€ ~ BPFEFIEFILHRAY | pollution. Antibacterial molecules secreted by flowers

RERREP RIS such as the jasmine, clove, honeysuckle and morning

B - TS ~ WP AR glory is able to kill some bacteria in the air, inhibit

MR RN AR - EENZE the growth of tuberculosis, dysentery pathogens and

SOEE A - typhoid, and keep the air clean indoors.

Posts that mentioned {53E in the sense of Cold Damage in Traditional Chinese Medicine 2 (3.6%) Traditional
Chinese
Medicine

Others 5(9.1%)

A post that mentioned a missionary in China, who invented the written language for the 1 (1.8%) History

Miao ethnic group. He died of typhoid back in 1915.

Fiver posts that mentioned {5 but in the context of breakup in love relationship 5(9.1%) Personal
comments
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http://www.owinmall.com/news_center/40.html
http://www.owinmall.com/news_center/40.html

Peak date: September 21, 2012.
Total count: 29

Summary: Of the 29 Weibo posts created on September 21, 2012, that mentioned the keyword for “typhoid” ({73€), 16 posts were related to a media report in
2010 about the vending machine selling “dirty water”, an advertisement in World Water Week 2010 for UNICEF’s Tap Project. It is interesting to observe that
even a Weibo post that mentioned an “old” news could still attract people’s attention and so they reposted it. There were another 13 posts that were related to the
“danger” of poor-quality napkins in restaurants (Table S20B).

Table S20B. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Typhoid” ({55€) on September 21, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Notes Category
X AF S G ESLAY Bz | This vending machine on the street of Manhattan, 16 (55%) A media report in English, Health
B BEEENEIE AEZy | surprisingly sells “dirty water” for 1 US dollar a published on July 23, 2010: education
“PEAK” o 2T « XERREK bottle. This dirty w.af[er is genuine dirty water with http://inhab.itat.com/gnicefs-dirty- (UNICEF’S
S E S SR - g,erms’., Nio;e S(;,I.I‘pI'lSlngl}{, y01}11 ci;l alscl) choos;: ihe \évater-ver;d(;pg-ma/chlne-offers-8- TWap lPdr(\)%;:ct,
i AFRSHIE: » R DL iR taste” o .t. e dirty water: typhoid, malaria, cholera avors-of-disease or ater
e and hepatitis. Week 2010)
/KAy IR - 5% ~ JEfs ~ B A media report in Chinese,
SLAIAE R - published on July 27, 2010.
http://www.patent-
cn.com/2010/07/27/42932.shtml
[TREEMAEE]) AR EES | “The danger of napkins in restaurants” Nowadays, 13 (45%) This is a post that has been Health
SRR T4 o (HF5 8481 | restaurants provide free napkins. However, there is a circulated in a variety of websites information

RAFERIRE - TRER >
& M A EMER - AIpfT
G BESRIREE 551
Kk ~ 5%~ WE - FERER
IiE - BHPMDEA A EHEE
{EEI5T - AeH HTf AV ER
EEH > SR ERg I
57 o

hidden danger in some napkins. Experts say that
napkins of poor quality contain various types of
fungi, Escherichia coli, Mycobacterium tuberculosis,
hepatitis virus, and will easily lead to disease such as
enteritis, typhoid, dysentery and hepatitis. The
bleaching additives in napkins contain carcinogenic
chemicals, such as heavy metal cadmium in
fluorescent brightener, which can damage the
circulatory system and memory.

and social media platforms.

84




21. Epidemic meningitis

Figure S21. Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the designated keywords for epidemic meningitis. We used three keywords for detection: 1) fxfs %
(Ndomo yan) (grey line), 2) fixi# B8 3£ (Nao jisul mo6 yan) (black line) and 3) Jifixi (Lit ndo) (red dotted line). We found that the daily number of Weibo posts
that carried the second and third keywords was small — zero in most days — and the maximum daily count in 2012 for the second keyword is 9 and the third
keyword is 15. For our content analysis, we focus on the peak for the first keyword.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of August 18, 2012.

Peak Date: August 18, 2012
Total count: 1485
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Summary: Of the 1485 Weibo posts generated on August 18, 2012 that mentioned the keyword for meningitis (Jixf %), 1475 (99.33%) were about a story about
a young girl who was taken to the hospital by her parents. In a nutshell, the child was first diagnosed with suspected meningitis and was prescribed lumbar
puncture to confirm or exclude the diagnosis of meningitis. And then, when the parents took the child to another department of the same hospital for the
procedure, there was miscommunication between the two departments. At the end, the parents lost faith in the doctors and withdrew their consent to their
daughter’s lumbar puncture. They then took her to another hospital for a second opinion. The doctor there diagnosed her as not having meningitis (without
lumbar puncture). The father wrote a long essay and posted it to his Weibo account as a long Weibo post (Chinese title: #7%3:{3: B8 HEZE5fl {5 81). That post
triggered an avalanche of responses on Weibo.

We identified 617 posts (41.55% of 1485) that shared similar experiences of themselves or their family or other people. The comment made by one famous writer
attracted many reposts (n=479). Another famous writer’s critique of that post drew many reposts too (n=161). Many criticized the doctors (n=81) and some
criticized the hospital by name (n=22). Some supported the doctors and their decision to prescribe a lumbar puncture (n=41). Some appeared relatively neutral
and saw the merits of both sides (n=33).

This incident provided an interesting example that demonstrated the power of Weibo to amplify the experience of one patient and her parents that drew the
attention of many. The underlying social problem of the tension and mistrust between patients and the medical profession in China is the root cause of this
phenomenon. Many found themselves in a similar situation. They also wanted to share their experience. They did so by re-posting the original post. The fact that
certain famous writers (and Weibo opinion leaders) commented on the incident further amplified the original “signal”.

Table S21. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “meningitis” on August 18, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day | English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

Comments on the story of Miss 1475

Yang (99.33%)

et @B EERLENE I had a similar experience. Last year when | was having | 617 Original Weibo post Social issue

= INHR [ R EER: | a bad headache and vomiting, 1 went to Tianjin Haihe (41.55%) (relationship

N e i i inqiti Representative of posts that share

Efi > 5T 1 ] B S Hospital. The doctor said | may have menlngltls.a_nd p o fumil p hor betV\{een the

% | = L b B need to do the lumbar puncture! | was badly terrified at personal or family or other’s medical

Bl i i experiences similar to the stor i

T | BRI ST that time and my father took me to get transfusion. p ] _ y profession

oo z " fﬁ”ﬁi il However, even after one bottle of transfusion, I still kept under discussion. * and patients)

BT E - e mac  IXi: vomiting and having a splitting headache! Then | began / Personal

ALE VAR BOOLEEFE T > 1545 | to feel afraid from the bottom of my heart and my comment

WERTHER | [FAF R EMNLE | mother started to cry! Later, my aunt who is a traditional
FERAIA S E > shE 2 | )53k | Chinese medicine doctor confirmed that | was alright
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Hse S PURELLF T | BEAE AT
(ELIN

and | was just suffering from the heatstroke! I recovered
soon after having two more bottles of transfusion!
Doctors are not reliable!

RIEFRAEERESAENEE » & | According to my experience in the hospital, medicine 479 Original Weibo post Social issue
spEp RS KWy a0 - 4242/ | science is a matter of personal judgment and totally (32.26%) ) o (relationship
TS AL - i HEEseade | depends on personal cultivation and good luck. A pqst from famous writer Liu Liu, | petween the
o v g .. | Moreover, medicine is the science of exclusion which and its reposts. medical
L A &7 s AR
SRS AT E}:Htﬁ**x%:a requires excluding all possibilities before the final profession
RUEVEPAE R EXA/D judgment. I have really encountered situation when the and patients)
fﬁ@ s AERTTUE ? HRAAT patient was treated for two weeks as having a cold but / Personal
2RZ 7 BRI A 2 eventually died of meningitis. What if the patient really comment
has meningitis? How will her parents feel? Will they
become part of the medicine dispute?
MRESGEVIRT - (BRI 4E If the doctor can convince me to do the lumbar puncture | 161 Original Weibo post Social issue
AR R » AR RSzis » | fortesting and | am told that | do not have meningitis, I | (10.84%) . o (relationship
UL L A R - | will feel very lucky. Once, | saw a doctor asked a patient A post that questioned Liu Liu’s between the
SEAFRAS o FROARTREE T BE AL .
s CT Bl - o | © do CT scanning to see whether there was a brain comment and its reposts. medical
$%4’f7(” ‘E‘E“’L;ﬁj‘xjﬁﬁiﬂn$ tumor and it turned out to be no. The patient burst into profession
BT L:iﬁi/ LR anger and complained that,” Why did you ask me to do and patients)
it ? /1 @[user] 7SNFMA/NZ 0| the CT when T am alright?”//@ [user] There is child in / Personal
WRXELEENE » BEZEE | Liu Liu’s family as well. If this happened on your own comment
MEZEH] > fReBE205 2 k2B | child and the doctor required him or her to get lumbar
EEng puncture, would you accept? Will you become one of
those who make troubles in the hospital due to the
medicine dispute?
FoaREL - HME SR | What a nonsense doctor! There is no need at all to do 81 Original Weibo post Social issue
FEAR B MEZE MY - EmpERmgs | lumbar puncture for the judgment of meningitis. How (5.45%) (relationship

W o AAFFEE  XFRAB 2 HME
41 1| @[user] 1 | & &
O

can the world be so ridiculous! Even the specialists.
How come this kind of people could have become

doctors! //@[user] Damn it! evivvivalvivyl

A representative post of posts that
were critical of the doctors or the
hospital. *

between the
medical
profession
and patients)
/ Personal
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comment

Fi B 8 m] S SR 1% BB SR » mRE | Itis for sure that you need to do lumbar puncture if you | 33 Original Weibo post Social issue
AR S B R Ry are suspected to have meningitis. Maybe the doctor did | (2.22%) ) (relationship
m o B EHAEMT » &5[# | notexplain it clearly or there were some procedural A representative post of post*s that | petween the
B RO problems. The post you wrote is too subjective and can were deemed fairly neutral. medical
e st p , - h be misleading. Fortunately, the child just got a cold. If it profession
ISR - e AR A R - had been a missed diagnosis of meningitis, it would and patients)

have been too late to feel regretful. / Personal

comment

b5 L BEEfRRITE —ReX A | It was the second time that Beijing Children’s Hospital 22 Original Weibo post Social issue
HIEEE - B HS AT EES - had been questioned in this way recently. However, (1.48%) A i © of posts that (relationship
SRR (AT = (2] [ LTS [ there has not been any official statement about them. | representative post or posts that | petween the
I;; nggﬁgﬁjﬁg;g;; doubted whether their Publicity Department is really rai§?d critigisms faspecia!ly igainst medical
AP T B — | functioning or not. Last time, another Children’s Beijing Children’s Hospital profession
R i - HM{?T%E > A Hospital clarified the treatment process, which not only and patients)
IRRET KRR « AL helped the hospital earn respect, but also popularized the / Personal
HIF% 5 BRI A 3 25 E knowledge among young parents. It is certain that the comment
1y > FEZESH RAEEAVARE | child who has a fever and vomits needs to be checked to
[SIBUE o (B 25 = BEiR 5 i iz exclude the possibility of having meningitis, and there is
o 4 N HE BN, DA o no such sequela of doing lumbar puncture as the general

public perceive. But since hospitals fail to explain in

time and some celebrities add fuel to the flame...Haha

(i.e. These are the reasons why there are still so much

misunderstanding on the meningitis and lumbar

puncture) .
FEZEH S 2R B AU » HAf5¢F | In fact, doing lumbar puncture is not that risky and has 41 Original Weibo post Social issue
LRI B R - 2k | little chance of injuring the nerve. It is a relatively (2.76%) (relationship

UL FHIIMRE SRS W 505 - T
B R RE 32 kit > A IHEE R 2
RIS TTE o HEEAEL
BUESRARR - SRRy
AT ESLRFINT © ZA EIAEEE

traditional diagnostic method for meningitis. As for viral
meningitis, sometimes doing lumbar puncture is the
only way of diagnosis. Whether the doctor’s handing is
appropriate or not can only be judged based on the
description on the medical record. Nowadays, doctors

A representative post of posts that
supported the doctor’s decision to
prescribe lumbar puncture for the
child in the story*

between the
medical
profession
and patients)
/ Personal
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RSN EA I T ER EREE T | who are relatively conservative basically prefer over- comment
REZRL - ERS 2R84 » i€ | checking than incurring missed diagnosis. Owing to the
BRI R 2 poor doctor-patient relationship, doctors need to protect

themselves, right?
HATHIM IR R A METREERY 5 | In fact, there is a very simple way to diagnose 9 (0.61%) | Original Weibo post Social issue
SEAFG TR » B FEAE meningitis: let the child sit comfortably and see whether ) (relationship
FUR TR - 405 E] bl yqe | he or she can press the chin close to the chest. If he or A representative post of posts that | petween the
o e . | shecan press it very close, then basically he or she does gave advice on the diagnostic medical
AR R T« Tz L . method for meninaitis. * .

e Py | not have meningitis. Every parent is supposed to do so g profession
%E&¥E‘kﬂ‘xﬁﬁ/\j 17t Tl when the child has a persistently high fever. My mom and patients)
L - BABMNFREAT~ taught me that when | was young~ / Personal

comment
MM R 2640 2 5 DUTNHYJLEAZS | Itis a common sense that only children under 2 years 7 (0.47%) | Original Weibo post Social issue
SR R — N H > 47 | old are easy to get meningitis. Fortunately, you did not (relationship
TR R B T8 act recklessly and instead asked for a second opinion between the
S VR sensibly. It is so infuriating that doctors in Children’s medlca!
s s mptess | g | e Hospital are so hasty! = To make more money, these profeSS|_on
E* ’ %E?)\W,Imj T doctors virtually have complete disregard for human and patients)
PREE S FEEREA life! You child was lucky to have a careful father like / Personal
i | LEFEAIRX 24— 0 | your comment
HYSCE |
WWEDIETEKIES S — %8B | | remember once | went to (Beijing) Friendship Hospital | 6 (0.40%) | Original Weibo post Social issue

FREFT LIS — 0%
o/ NI A PR RN T R ZEHERR i
Bk ARES MR R 5 IR
T %S E T I@[user] TRIERS

= =n-4 = =n-4 Ii:l- =n-4

for a consultation with an elderly man whose fever
persisted despite treatment; once | went to Capital
Institute of Pediatrics for a consultation with a case of a
child who had a fever. Doctors of western medicine had
done lumbar puncture to exclude the possibility of
meningitis and brought down the fever. However, the
patients still died eventually and I could not even help.//
@[user] It is so scary to all of us! Lumbar puncture!!!!

= =I':-4 = =I':-4 = :I'u
i R

This comment was made by a
practitioner of Traditional Chinese
Medicine.

(relationship
between the
medical
profession
and patients)
/ Personal
comment
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WTED EEE RS NS | After becoming a mother | have always been regretting 5 (0.34%) | Original Weibo post Social issue
REED EE 2 for not learning something like medicine and ) (relationship
1@ [user1]iE /@ [user2] nutrition/@[user1] Make this public/@[user2] A representative post of posts that | petween the
';‘: =Y _ regret oneself’s lack of medical medical
II@[user&]t » B i B ink he is! //@[user4] Forward. This has to be made reposts; plus another original post) | and patients)
S PO publicwll@[userS] The doctor must have got / Personal
/1@ [users] E= LR FHMHE S 1 meningitis! I will not even send the patient to hospital comment
U OXERE A EEERE | Under this circumstance 4
ERIEF| AN EETT IR AIE #LEE | Not knowing much medical common sense and practice, | 4 (0.27%) | Original Weibo post Social issue
B AREE R IXFHEE A 0 (k& | the team of Han Han rashly forwarded an article that (relationship
N i i irri i i A post (and its reposts) that between the
FRIEICE  DUEA RS misled the public and irritated medical dispute. Are you P :
9??51@’(5%%?@%2*“??59‘*}1 .| to be blamed for when there are children who miss the criticizes the famous writer Han medical
; M T © %; I best time for treatment because of refusing to do lumbar Han for reposting the story profession
f \1|]EI?J s 7 A ;/ A puncture? Don’t forward things that you don’t know and patients)
ELFER | NI@[userl EF BN » B | recklessly! //@[user] Speechless. Where has the medical / Personal
fEAE ? EIEREMAFEAEZE | ethics gone? Even if you need to know the patient’s comment
TIEEIIHIS condition from different perspectives,
THiTa RV RV &It BEM 12K | Itis so scary that even a simple cold and fever can be 3 (0.20%) | Original Weibo post Social issue
RRIRAE S > EHEIR AfY » Ffsz7g | diagnosed to be meningitis. Fortunately there are near ) (relationship
BRI | FRLL - BBl 52k{] - 4y | Misses! Therefore, all parents, for our children and for A post (and its reposts) that between the
- ) i advocates parents to learn some i
THRITRT  HTRITAD - ourselves, we had better learn some medical : medical
AR knowledge!!//@[user] So horrible! medical knowledge. profession
ARFREFHAE ! ! :
and patients)
l@[user] KIFA ! / Personal
comment
HEEE R EEHE ) LEEFRAY-ZE0] | From this incident, we can only tell that there are 4 (0.27%) | Original Weibo post Social issue

[EIEA R HSAREZ THY
TSR EE R CT AR > 1M
HEZFRRARLE (20 > =l
JEtEARE > BRI ER A

problems on the collaboration among different
departments of the Children’s Hospital. There is nothing
wrong about asking the child to do lumbar puncture and
CT according to her condition. What’s more, it is of
little risk to do lumbar puncture , and the patient won’t

A representative of posts that
reflect on the lack of
communications between doctors

(relationship
between the
medical
profession
and patients)
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JINBE o EE RS RS I AE eIk | feel painful after local anesthesia. No need to panic in the hospital. * / Personal
LYK R] > A2 15 | simply because of doing lumbar puncture. There is no comment
EAFIH RS - XS S i absolute difference in symptoms between a common
s . ) Id and meningitis. If the child is misdiagnosed to have
FEAEGRLT » BiRtRErEE . | © _ _ :
Ei;%;;iggigﬁ e a cold, by the time you will see that parents will be so
= it N angry that they will want to kill the doctor!
Fiod HE 3% T2 EWETIRIKIH: » “R4078 | A patient with meningitis vomits in a spurting way. | am | 3 (0.13%) | Original Weibo post Social issue

XA ZFEHIERHIE - [I@[user]
rA

not sure whether this parent knows that. /@[user] Scary

A representative of three posts that

(relationship
between the

primarily focused on the symptoms | medical
of meningitis. * profession
and patients)
/ Personal
comment
Health education in general
HZE/N) LVBEREFE I —24%0 )L | Early prevention of childhood diseases in spring--Health | 10 Original Weibo post Health
@ : BN —[HE)ETH | care for children: Spring is the season of a year when (0.67%) education

BEORINET > FRNEZ
THIRBTIRIE - A (B BUR A

I TIE © B prAR

suF= — @ e
Ao ¢ AR ~ B ~ K
R

%
X

people fall ill most easily. Parents should take some
precautions with purpose based on children’s physiques

@ There are mainly three types of diseases prevailing

in spring. The first type @ is the respiratory infectious
disease that includes measles, rubella, varicella, upper
respiratory infection, mumps and epidemic meningitis.

* The category with * indicates that the sample post presented was a representative of those Weibo posts that share the same meaning with some literal

differences.
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22. Pertussis
Figure S22. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword “Pertussis” (B HIZ) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed on Weibo posts of the peak date of October 27, 2012.



Peak Date: October 27, 2012
Total count: 38

Summary: There were 38 Weibo posts in our database that mentioned “Pertussis” on October 27, 2012. Of these, 15 posts were related to the recommendations
of the US CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP) on Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) vaccine for all pregnant women (US CDC

press release, dated October 24, 2012: http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2012/a1024_Tdap_immunization.html). Following the discussion on US CDC ACIP’s
recommendations, another 8 posts were conversations related to Chinese CDC’s data on pertussis in China in 2011. There was another post that mentioned

vaccination practice in Australia.

There were 14 posts on a recipe on pertussis treatment from the perspective of dietotherapy (Traditional Chinese Medicine).

Table S22. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Pertussis” (B H®) on October 27, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
Conversations following US CDC ACIP 24 (63%) Health
recommendation on Tdap for pregnant information
women
15 (40% Original Weib t Health
f R T - EAETS  FEE i-’ Attention, pregnant women! Key (40%) rigihal WeIbo pos inizrmation
H 13878 HIR L EE R E reminder: in China, there is no outbreak of
//@[user1 [ALZTEEFFHES Bayley Jackson 2ertuss1slslgn!'a'r tc: tl]13at 11n the UkSA. "
s AS  FwiE - | e e Clephone
(010)85629998 f@[user2] K[E CDCE | per: (010)85629998 //@[us§r2]UI; CDC
IE%W\ 2R FTAAAHRET =5 | Advisory Committee [on Immunization
JEH Practice]: All pregnant women should receive
the 3-in-1 vaccine

5 E HIZIE R E PR | //@[userl ] Beware of pertussis resurgence! //@[userl] 8 (21%) The statistics can be found at: Health

(2011 FEE 2 EEELEIRIRE L According to the 2011 National Statistics of http://www.yncdc.cn/ininfoNewsV | information

- SECAIT) EBow 0 2011 FEE HIZ
KIREL 2517 FIIZET 2 5] » %% 2010 %
7 1764 FIFET 161 o &g
41.98% - //@[user2][EN CDC Hy%#E
B

Incidence and Mortality of Notifiable
Infectious Diseases, in 2011 the number of
incident cases of pertussis is 2517 (2 deaths),
comparing with the incidence of 1764 cases
in 2010 (1 death), the incident rate increases
by 41.98%. //@[user2] What about data from
China CDC?

iew.aspx?varCatylD=021407&new
sid=95550; or:
http://wendang.baidu.com/view/9a
d547164693daef5ef73d81.html

Also, see:
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.p

hp?feedid=111821073678663&typ
e=reply
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http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2012/a1024_Tdap_immunization.html
http://www.yncdc.cn/inInfoNewsView.aspx?varCatyID=021407&newsid=95550
http://www.yncdc.cn/inInfoNewsView.aspx?varCatyID=021407&newsid=95550
http://www.yncdc.cn/inInfoNewsView.aspx?varCatyID=021407&newsid=95550
http://wendang.baidu.com/view/9ad547f64693daef5ef73d81.html
http://wendang.baidu.com/view/9ad547f64693daef5ef73d81.html
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?feedid=111821073678663&type=reply
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?feedid=111821073678663&type=reply
http://weibo.10086.cn/feed/single.php?feedid=111821073678663&type=reply

TEBN > HIRRTE s e T4 8 &1L 45 | In Australia, before discharge, hospitals 1(2%) Original Weibo post Health
FTE HIZIEE o 55 L2 gp 3 vaccinate father and mother for free. information /
y TR, Grandmother and grandfather can get Personal
T et vaccinated at GP [General Practitioners] that comments
is also free of charge.
Dietotherapy / Traditional Chinese 14 (37%)
Medicine
[/NLEBZR&EITY KBRS E . K8 | [ Young children pertussis dietotherapy ] 14 (37%) http://zhan.renren.com/cadcax?gid | Alternative
50 5%, nPuKEEEFEREESL, £ Rock sugar duck egg, rock sugar 50g. Add =3674946092082906649&checked health .
B, TN 34N, 4], TEEsR )z | adequate amount of hot water to dissolve the =true information /
B, 1 sk Ve, 4 H 1 Y. FiF | rock sugar. That it cool down. Then add three Traditional
— duck egg. Mix thoroughly. Put them in a Chinese
I H BT 1% NETTEAN == SN (1] : . ey
AREIIHIT T TZLET % steaming pan to steam until they are done. medicine

BREIT . T2 O SR AN R .

Serve once or in parts (once a day). To use it
during the later stage of this disease when the
patient presents with dry cough and
weakness, red face and dry lips, irritability
and night sweats, feverish palms and soles,
and other “Lung Yin” deficiency symptoms.
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http://zhan.renren.com/cadcax?gid=3674946092082906649&checked=true
http://zhan.renren.com/cadcax?gid=3674946092082906649&checked=true
http://zhan.renren.com/cadcax?gid=3674946092082906649&checked=true

23. Diphtheria

Figure S23. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Diphtheria” (F##) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts on the peak date of October 27, 2012.
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Peak Date: October 27, 2012
Total count: 8

Among the 8 Weibo posts containing the keyword for “diphtheria” (I1%) generated on October 27, 2012, 7 posts were related to the recommendations made by
the Advisory Committee of Immunization Practice (ACIP) of the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (source:
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2012/a1024 Tdap_immunization.html). In October 2012, ACIP recommended all pregnancy women to receive Tdap

(tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) 3-in-1 vaccine among pregnancy women. A Chinese hospital took the opportunity to emphasize that this recommendation was
also practiced by them. It is interesting to note that CDC statistics about the resurgence of pertussis cases in the US was quoted directly from the CDC press

release. However, the Weibo quote did not mention that the case count statistics was for the US only.

Table S23. Sample Weibo entries that contain the keyword “Diphtheria” on October 27, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
CDC ACIP recommendation on Tdap 7 (88%)
and pregnancy women
% [H CDC MMM aEinZns United States CDC Advisory Committee on 5 (63%) http://www.cogonline.com/Arti | Health
(ACIP) ZiX. A&/ Immunization Practice (ACIP) recommends that for cle/zyyd/Icjz/143048023.html | education
AR Tdap (BRI, T H every pregnancy, women shpuld rece}ve Tdap (teFanus, (CDC ACIP
%) = A . KRS, b dlphth?rla angl pertu§S{s) 3-in-1 vaccine. The advisory rfecommenda
194 ﬁ%ﬁ 5 17 22 4 E’\J i LI committee said that it is safe for pregnant women to tion)
- N /" - E e et receive the Penis et Testis Canis vaccination against
AP ALAREA RPN, S ] pertussis and all pregnant women should receive that
AL EE = H o @ZH5FE | vaccine. The best timing is the last trimester of
2 pregnancy. @ Vaccine and Science
R, A Z O EE R Tdap In our hospital, all pregnant women must receive Tdap | 2 (25%) http://www.weibo.com/234980 | Health
AR e B H %D =& —9 (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) 3-in-1 vaccine. The 0145/z20Fbgl VX information
el LI R HE A AN _ mpy | timing is within 3 months of the expected date of birth.
;}% %TI?&Z;ig%EI;CHé}Q +, Tﬂ%ﬁu Bevyar'e in advance! //@[user]According to CDC News reference': .
A 510 7 15 H oA 32,000 7 F statistics, up to October 15 this year, there had been http://m.epochtimes.com/articl
K HIS 52, . 32,000 pertussis cases, of whom 16 died of pertussis, e.php?url=/gb/12/10/26/n3714
it A 16 N E HEZMAET, of whom the majority were babies under the age of 3 854&encode=gb&back=1&
KZHGENT 3N AK2IL, X2 H | months. This is the year of the highest incidence since
1959 4 DRI 1 e 2 11— 4 1959.
Other topics
—HE AR, —BREES W 2 T 5 | An acre of forest of pine and cypress, can secrete 2kg 1 (12%) http://www.360doc.com/conten | Alternative
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http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2012/a1024_Tdap_immunization.html
http://www.cogonline.com/Article/zyyd/lcjz/143048023.html
http://www.cogonline.com/Article/zyyd/lcjz/143048023.html
http://www.weibo.com/2349800145/z2oFbg1VX
http://www.weibo.com/2349800145/z2oFbg1VX
http://m.epochtimes.com/article.php?url=/gb/12/10/26/n3714854&encode=gb&back=1&
http://m.epochtimes.com/article.php?url=/gb/12/10/26/n3714854&encode=gb&back=1&
http://m.epochtimes.com/article.php?url=/gb/12/10/26/n3714854&encode=gb&back=1&
http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0819/15/3802186_141705551.shtml

AW R, RS, %, A

M. RIS . — Rk, —

HER K 300 LK. Kk, HFHKZ
AL, R AE Y

of phytoncide in a day that can kill germs that cause
tuberculosis, typhoid, diphtheria, and dysentery etc. An
acre of broadleaf forest, can evaporate 300 tons of
water per year. Therefore, regions where there are
plenty of forests, the weather is often very good.

t/11/0819/15/3802186_141705

551.shtml

health

information
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http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0819/15/3802186_141705551.shtml
http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0819/15/3802186_141705551.shtml

24, Tetanus
Figure S24. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Tetanus” in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of July 27, 2012.

Peak Date: July 27, 2012
Total count: 35



Summary: Of the 35 Weibo posts that were generated on July 27, 2012 that mentioned the keyword for “tetanus”™ ({75 X), 31 posts were related to wound
management. Four other posts were non-medically related.

Table S24. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “tetanus” (815X on July 27, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

[ =H5 OARGER AT IEY (D#kzh%y | “Should not use Band-Aid for three types of wounds” | 31 (86%) | http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_ | Health
(WA . )G G o N5 IR e 7K e (1) After animal bites (such as cats or dogs). Should a6d%9a1940101njad.html education /
PRI, SRS FHBOE . S T 554 use soap vagtzr. to wacitcli mllllltliple dtﬁrpefs, anﬁ then us;: information

e B N tincture of iodine and alcohol to disinfect the wounds
%’%{%{%?@%;é, J;E%i?fj%{%?uﬁ and then expose them and receive vaccination against
pos o i o j< . tetanus. (2) Deep and narrow wounds, such as those
~Fo Jtm}ﬁ@é|1§1ﬁ e L pricked by an iron nail or the tip of a knife. After
PIREER G . ket R, stanching the bleeding, should let the wound exposed
HILEE . B, WARRHEIAG | to keep them from being infected with tetanus. (3)
Sk, DL g A gk kgL, After burns or scalds, ulceration and exudates appears.

To avoid secondary infection, band-aid cannot be
applied.
Other posts

[WRLs o B %z A2 1 1L.EFR 43 | [What type of defects can destruct one’s own 3 (9%) http://www.kaixin001.com/rep | Comments
B R R, BEmEnA, i | luck?] ... 2. To make holes everywhere on the aste/17264743_8663301219.ht | about luck /
A TATIR ) 2. IR BT IR % Eogy. X Making ‘[he1 lho(ljes in the bod};1 dalmhage (‘;he ml fortune

. . P ody’s Xiang naturally damage one’s health an
;L, ’E iﬁgi?ig;ﬁﬁim %Iﬂg fortune, and at the same time, make it susceptible to
T e . bacteria or diseases such as tetanus.....
BURGANTE . G . 3.4
2 AR g, E<ANEHIE, M | [Only the sentence relevant to tetanus is translated.]
HE,
HHRHEAER, BE&Dal L& IJrIRr{t4 | To have greed is not too bad. At least it tells what is 1 (5%) http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog | Personal
RS, SR EN L E S, 4 | longing. It let you fear the loss and the lag. It let you 815a7b9401019111L.html comment
WMRTEE MY M= 5. feag— | occupy before you regret. I love a person and wish her (analogy

AN BB, Sl R R
oo WRARE, WEBHTSHA
IR R W SRAR AT, AR
FZAE, R, R, BHEK
KHEET .

well. The best option is to be with me. If not, the
greed of love will turn into tetanus. It sounds
terrifying. But if you leave it untouched, you will get
well too. It is just a matter of time.

between love
and tetanus)
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http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_a6d9a1940101njad.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_a6d9a1940101njad.html
http://www.kaixin001.com/repaste/17264743_8663301219.html
http://www.kaixin001.com/repaste/17264743_8663301219.html
http://www.kaixin001.com/repaste/17264743_8663301219.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_815a7b940101911l.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_815a7b940101911l.html
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25. Scarlet Fever
Figure S25. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Scarlet Fever” (JE4L#%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed on Weibo posts generated on the two peak dates of January 20, 2012 and May 16, 2012.
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Peak Date: January 20, 2012
Total count: 6

Summary: Five of the 6 Weibo posts on January 20, 2012 that mentioned “scarlet fever” were about a fatal case of scarlet fever in Hong Kong. The victim was a

14-year-old girl.

On May 16, 2012, all 6 Weibo posts mentioning “scarlet fever” were health education about how to take care of young children felling sick of scarlet fever.

Table S25A. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Scarlet Fever” (JE£L#%) on January 20, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
News about two cases of scarlet
fever in Hong Kong
UBAIRG LFE ey NHERHETH “Scarlet Fever kills a girl The possibility of mutation | 5 (83%) http://news.xinhuanet.com/gangao/ | News about
oACRR) Fik—4 14 %/ 04ifsz | cannot be excluded” A 14-year-old girl in Hong Kong 2012-01/20/c_122611575.htm two cases
SRy » B4 11 H B gied }?f cg)nﬁrmedfscarl(;:t tt"‘ever.lAtnfotherll lf -y;:.ar-oldd
WSRASRAR ) ETRRERR | (50 iensive carc unit in Eastem District
SIS BITEE o NFE N R
t)?/ ZJ; ”}E E@ . E%[E B\ P EP/LiE' ? Hospital. Centre for Health Protection says that 90%
\ﬁgﬁiivw*%jﬂ 10 %/ LI Lf N of scarlet fever cases are children under the age of 10.
INEIPR BRI, - A PR B e They agree that these two cases are rare. They cannot
Fho JRETEE R HIZ: © 21627710 | rule out the possibility that the virus has mutated and
P84 ° http://t.cn/z0K7RwS become drug resistant. They will investigate at all
directions. http://t.cn/z0k7Rw8
Other posts
AR EFRESHER | REHIELL | Sick baby gets well soon! Don’t get infected with 1 (17%) Original Weibo post Personal
& A comment

HUFZLFT | =" i m worry about u
coz i m not near u. 5t SAFEE SR S
Wiz 57 | BRI AR ZRDR
ML o[BS IRIZK 8 o ZAEREE
EFHERGEERN | RAEEES
WAL LA TR ISR - BT RA
PREPR S IFEEA N 1=
shopping&carry the goods 4 me

scarlet fever! ‘"=~ i m worry about u coz i m not near
you. Get well soon!.... Don’t waste [the opportunity to
dine at] Hon Wo Korean Restaurant tomorrow. After
your return, bring me to have hot pot. And then try
your best to return to Hong Kong and then return to
Wuhan!! I know that when you return, baby, you will
bring lots of presents. So you need to get well soon, so
that you will have the energy to go shopping & carry
the goods for me!
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http://news.xinhuanet.com/gangao/2012-01/20/c_122611575.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/gangao/2012-01/20/c_122611575.htm

Peak Date: May 16, 2012
Total count: 6

Table S25B. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Scarlet Fever” on May 16, 2012

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)
[anfef3rFRE 4T #8E JL] 1.2 | “How to take care of ill children infected with scarlet | 6 (100%) | http://news.sina.com.cn/h/news/20 | Health
fever” 1. Keep the room ventilated. Keep the sick 11-06-25/092722703918.shtml education

AN BB LRER R 20278
FEE - BaEERIRRTE
FREAEY) > KREILZIX
K5 3 RBRERZKHII - —H 3~4
R THbREERY) > RS
RHEARLBNISNKE » 4 A EH
FHIWE LS © 5 EEMEE R RS
@ RE -~ HEERLNE,

child in isolation; 2. Take food in liquid or semi-liquid
form that is nutritious and rich of vitamin. Feverish
sick child should drink more water; 3. Use slightly
salted water for mouthwash, 3-4 times a day, to
remove mucous in the nasal cavity. Apply penicillin
cream to the lips and nasal cavity; 4. Do not use hands
to remove dead skin cells; 5. Pay attention to observe
the color and volume of urine and whether the face is
red and swollen etc.
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http://news.sina.com.cn/h/news/2011-06-25/092722703918.shtml
http://news.sina.com.cn/h/news/2011-06-25/092722703918.shtml

26. Brucellosis
Figure S26. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Brucellosis” (fi& LK) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of September 5, 2012.
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Peak Date: September 5, 2012
Total count: 9

Summary: All of the 9 Weibo posts generated on September 5, 2012 that carried the keyword for “Brucellosis” (/7 &% &%) were a health education post and
its reposts that communicated the symptoms of brucellosis. They targeted pet dog owners and focused on accidental human infection with Brucella canis.

Table S26. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Brucellosis” (f7& [ EJ%) on September 5, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
#HIEFERIIRH [FRRIEVITEIRE #Health knowledge# “Keeping dogs; Beware | 9 (100%) http://petbird.tw/article7837.html | Health
education

7Y AERA/LEEE T REARE K
SR RHIEIRE SRR © &
PERHY E BRI ORI (FRBL
) 2~3 FERIA NG - [RIER 1~2
JEARR > LR ~ BEL - =25

i~ REDRE > A AT

M~ R ~ AL BAR SR
Wem - A ATRES REARIS B 5 A1 LN
R 3R o

of brucellosis.” If you accidentally infected
with Brucella canis, there will be a variety of
clinical symptoms. The major symptoms of
acute infection are repeated waves of fever
(presented as repeated episodes of 2-3 weeks
of pyrexia; relapsing after 1-2 weeks of
intermittence), chills, malaise, and weight
loss. Other symptoms include headache,
nausea, swollen lymph nodes, muscle and
joint pain, and potential eye damage and
endocarditis.
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http://petbird.tw/article7837.html

27. Gonorrhea
Figure S27. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Gonorrhea” in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of March 20, 2012.
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Peak Date: March 20, 2012
Total count: 113

Summary: In our database, there were 113 Weibo posts mentioning “gonorrhea” on March 20, 2012. Of these 113 posts, 62 were related to the alleged indirect
gender discrimination by the Chinese government as the Chinese government required all female civil servant recruits to undergo a body check to see if they
have been infected with sexually transmitted infections, such as gonorrhea. There were another 45 posts about the news of a 6-year-old girl infected with
gonorrhea. Doctors suspected that the girl might have been sexually harassed.

Table S27A. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Gonorrhea” on March 20, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
day
News about body check for
female civil servant recruits
[ LA B giE MRy | “Female civil servant recruits must go through body 62(55%) Jing Hua Shi Bao (FUERTR) Social issue:
A H ] RE (A% RS check forlshexually tra}r;sr;litted infjctGion an<li ;epo;t tlcllei; http://news.163.com/12/0320/04/ Dbiscussiog
A — s menstrual history.” The (Tentative) General Standard o 7TOTO73000011229.html about gender
Eﬁiﬁi?{‘ﬂ@fﬂiﬁ{iﬁ (‘%fT)/}E # Body Check for the Recruitment of Civil Servants of equality /
R, etengs BRI GA China specifies that female civil servant recruits must discrimination
WowR. fEESEE, JHE% undergo body check to inspect if they are infected with
REGFHE H 425, 50 KFG3 | sexually transmitted diseases such as gonorrhea and
WA AR, IAFaEAME | syphilis and to collect their menstrual history. Some of
B0, Abm—Z AL the individuals who underwent the body check resented,
], BT argl,;ling tha;;n téleir pri\iacy had lb;een infringed. A charity
e o | in Beijing had sent a letter to the government
fe, %@ﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬁ authorities, suggesting that this inspection should be
NAB BT, 3k Rl B withdrawn, as inspecting for sexually transmitted
infections is damaging the dignity of females leading to
indirect discrimination.
News about a 6-year-old girl
infected with gonorrhea
[6 Z 23 AE4)) LI gy & BL “6-year-old girl was found infected with sexually 45 (40%) China National Radio Net ( & News about a

Bt AT - ERERN
—% 6 5 L EAEL) LI R
Tt - 2KE > BAE
TR LEREREEREEN
c WEEIFICE - Y
JUGEFRI— " NB BT REAK

transmitted diseases.” Recently, a 6-year-old girl in
Zhuzhou, Hunan, was found infected with acute
gonorrhea in a kindergarten. After inspection, doctors
said that the potential cause might have been that the
girl had experienced sexual harassment. The girl told the
journalist that she had played a game of taking off
clothes with a small boy in the kindergarten. The

I"®)  http:/t.cn/zOJijM5

case of a little
girl infected
with gonorrhea
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ARAIFE - 41 LT R
N BT ENAERE A
- HAT > SEEAER R
—HHET -

kindergarten said that all the teachers had passed the
body check without any problems. At the moment, the
truth of the incident is still under investigation.

Sexually explicit joke

S 1] s FE SRRy
MPEARERE AN RELRIME ~ 2 E]
T ARG ~~~ABEAIR
XXO0O0.... "H&H—H % 1EIE

A [ B agfwfﬁﬁikﬂl?ﬁ]

2

[Sexually explicit joke —we left it untranslated here.]

4 (3%)

http://t.cn/al4iqo

Joke

Not related to gonorrhea

THT, BIETHS, Ey
/b, IR BRI !

[Not translated as it is not related to gonorrhea.]

2 (2%)

Original Weibo post

Not related to
gonorrhea *

* Note: Even though the same keyword #£J% appear in the posts, the words here actually mean something entirely different from gonorrhea. This is an example
that nuances in language may reduce the specificity of our detection methods.
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28. Syphilis
Figure S28. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Syphilis” (f§35) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of August 4, 2012,

109



Peak date: August 4, 2012
Total count: 207

Summary: There were 207 Weibo posts containing the keyword for “syphilis” (f&2%) on August 4, 2012. Of these, 168 were related to a case of denial civil
servant employment due to a positive syphilis test. Tang Haiging ranked number one for a Chinese government position that she applied. Unfortunately, she was
repeatedly tested positive for syphilis in hospitals specified by the authorities. However, when she sought independent tests from other hospitals, she was found
negative. She posted her negative results online and was rebutted by her Communist Party superior.

Another 39 posts were about a case of an elderly who had been tested for syphilis and HIV 6 times during his episodes of hospitalizations.

Table S28. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Syphilis” (f§&) on August 4, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / | Category
Notes
A case of denial of employment 168 (81%) Social issue
due to a positive test result of
syphilis
TINE TR A L LB EE “The Communist Party Committee of Guizhou claimed that | 89 (43%) http://news.ifeng.com/m | Social issue:

MEERIN] TUNEZHHAEA
ROATTA HATE W2 A A
e e S E A I T T
HEHEIN > TITT AR - IEAT
RIEF AT EATTES
FENWEELRHEHP5E -
NWHFEGTT > SAEHAERE T
A SR -

B DTN B R A0S RS
LKA RGeS —, AR
s, RIS TR, B
H BN 73 = 52 B R 564 BN AR iR
SERAE, MRS R L BN,
LR T EREEIE R AL
. GSHAPHLMATS « B3
G RIZARE S 4.

the top candidate of Xuandiao sheng* was infected with
syphilis and was confirmed again in a review.” The
responsible officer of the Organizational Department of
Communist Party Committee of Guizhou Province
responded to a recent case that a Xuandiao sheng was found
syphilis-positive and was declined employment and then was
found negative in another hospital. The responsible officer
said that the candidate followed the regulations to apply for a
review. The candidate was still skeptical of the review
results. In order to be accountable to the candidate, they
performed tests in other hospitals, and the results remained
positive.

Tang Haiqing ranked number one in the Xuandiao sheng
examination for the Procuratorate of Bijiang District, but
was declined employment. The reason was “infected with
syphilis”. However, she went to another three hospitals for
examination and all the tests were found negative. So, she
uploaded the results online. In the same afternoon, she
received a phone call from the Organizational Department of
the Provincial Committee. The leader criticized her action of
posting her test results online: A party member should

ainland/detail 2012 08/
05/16566559_0.shtml

Loss of public
trust of the
hospitals and
the government
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believe in the Party Organization.

By T 0 YT EERS The Party said Lenin did not have syphilis, so Comrade 79 (38%) http://t.cn/zZW0ZOCy Social issue:
65 o //@[userl] L FifRE Lenin did not have syphilis. /@[user1] The Organization Sarcasm about
s IRE A S | says that you have syphilis, so you must have syphilis! the Communist
//@[user2] ﬁgﬁ\gwﬁ 3 s AR //@[user2] The Party needs you to have syphilis, so you Party
R Q[:]ﬁ;i HE R R must obey the arrangement of the Organization.
/ \5 ~ L7\ °
Repetitive HIV tests for an elderly 39 (19%)

[8 AJ# N B0R 3 FHIER =M | “An elderly in the 80s had coronary heart disease 3 hospitals | 39 (19%) http://t.cn/zZWpeOAi Mistrust

AN EEAGE] “FAN\ 251
AT, BEARWTE, HAR{FEDAT
RIEFEMEISR, AR

N, XEEGEHLE R

LETRAGH NIB G MR 2 1T
H=AERE, fkEsiEFf e
miked, RELREEN, XA
AL via: FH R

performed 6 HIV tests” “I am over 80 years old. I do not
take drugs and I do not have any abnormal sexual
relationships. I am a responsible person. Why would these
hospitals repeatedly perform HIV and syphilis tests for me? I
was hospitalized three times. Each time, they performed over
100 tests on me, of which many were repetitive. Wasn’t it
tormenting?!”...... via: Jihe Information

between medics
and patients:
Suspicion of
unnecessary
medical
examinations

* Xuandiao Sheng (%t 4E) are the elite recruits of the Chinese government. They are university graduates with high levels of academic achievements and
political loyalty. Compared to regular civil servants, they are on a fast track in their career progression. After a number of years of training experiences on the
grass-root level, they will soon be promoted to higher levels of administration in the government.
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29. Leptospirosis
Figure S29. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Leptospirosis” ($5Umt8EE{AJp) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or
more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of October 27, 2012.

Peak Date: October 27, 2012
Total count: 8
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Summary: Eight Weibo posts on October 27, 2012 mentioned “leptospirosis”. They were all related to a health education Weibo post that provided basic medical

information about this disease.

Table S29. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Leptospirosis” ($5UEt& 5E{4I5E) on October 27, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
[ & WA RILELETE ] BiEiEieks “Zoonotic infectious diseases common in 8(100%) http://pet.pclady.com.cn/dog/health | Health
both human and dogs” Leptospirosis: Nearly /0911/473384 all.html education

7 JLPETA I AL A R i R
e - J8 ~ REMIRIRIE AR IE E -
N T BEIK - MAHSEE PRI
IR R A B A IR - TERIIRZ) 10 K -
W e Y BGURERFAE K98~ 57 ~ AL
AR ~ AR~ EIEAIA MR FEREIR.

all mammals can be infected with
leptospirosis. Dogs and rabbits are host of
Leptospira. After human contact with
Leptospira in the urine, blood tissue or the
environment, they may fall ill. Incubation
period lasts for about 10 days. Afterwards,
the characteristics of septicemia will appear:
headache, fatigue, muscle aches, fever,
jaundice, hematuria and other symptoms.
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http://pet.pclady.com.cn/dog/health/0911/473384_all.html
http://pet.pclady.com.cn/dog/health/0911/473384_all.html

30. Schistosomiasis
Figure S30. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “schistosomiasis” (17 H %) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of September 25, 2012.
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Peak Date: September 25, 2012

Total count: 54

Summary: On September 25, 2012, all of the 54 Weibo posts that mentioned “schistosomiasis™ ([l H J7%) were about a case of suspected medical malpractice.
A man who had his spleen removed due to schistosomiasis found his left kidney “gone missing”. The surgeon responsible for the surgery said that the patient
actually had a congenital unitary kidney. It was the tension between the patient and the surgeon that drew the attention of many netizens. We classify this under

the category of social issue.

Table S30. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “schistosomiasis” (Il &%) on September 25, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
day
[ BT FER G “A man’s left kidney disappeared inexplicably after a 54 (100%) http://www.chinanews.com/fz/ | Social issue —

SR BAETIAVIER] —
R P B R g
TR UIER T RRME - AT At
RiERERE - BINGIE
CEENT” « XIBEMZEA
e - FARKHCHEA
DT o NBHETJES

PR Bl ATRE B E TS
Ui BEWAAE KR B2
AN - http:/t.en/zILNY Zv

spleen extirpation surgery. The doctor denied the
resection of his kidney.” One year ago, Liu Yong who
was from Yueyang had his spleen extirpated due to
schistosomiasis. Not long ago, he went to do medical
check-up because of backache and surprisingly found
that his left kidney had “gone missing”. Liu Yong and
his family doubted that his kidney was removed during
the surgery. His surgeon said it was impossible that Liu
Yong’s left kidney was extirpated in the hospital, and
that his left kidney is actually a “Dumb kidney”
[unilateral renal agenesis, i.e. the patient has a
congenital unitary kidney]. http://t.cn/zZILNYZv

2012/09-25/4208934.shtml

tension between
a medical doctor
and a patient
(News of a case
of unilateral
renal agenesis /
suspected
medical
malpractice)
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http://www.chinanews.com/fz/2012/09-25/4208934.shtml
http://www.chinanews.com/fz/2012/09-25/4208934.shtml

31. Malaria
Figure S31. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Malaria” (JE¥2) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of August 22, 2012.

Peak Date: August 22, 2012
Total count: 38

116



Summary: The peak of Weibo posts mentioning “malaria” (JE%) on August 22, 2012 was mainly related to a case of malaria in Beijing. According to a
newspaper report (The Beijing News, August 23, 2012: http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2012-08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1), Mr. ZHANG Liang (5 5%),
who travelled to Africa frequently on business trips, was infected with malaria and had severe complications. He received treatment in a hospital in Beijing. Due
to his severe conditions, his 5-day treatment plan involved a transfusion of 4000cc of blood plasma each day, which required 8000cc of blood of type AB.
(According to a Weibo post, the severe malaria led organ failure and a loss of liver function and blood transfusion was used to maintain life (not cure); see:
http://www.weibo.com/2923373595/yz6 T30BY M?mod=weibotime; accessed June 10, 2014). Based on a rate of blood donation of 200cc per head per donation,
Mr. Zhang’s 5-day treatment plan requires 200 blood donors of blood type AB. In order to recruit enough blood donors, his wife wrote a Weibo post on August
15, 2012, asking for help, in the hope that enough blood donors will visit the Beijing Red Cross blood center to donate blood. The post was circulated on the
internet for a week. By August 23, the Beijing News reported that blood donors had successfully donated 250 units of 200cc of blood for Mr. Zhang. However, at
the end, the patient died on August 25, 2012, leaving behind a widow and two orphans (Weibo post released by his family or friends:
http://www.weibo.com/1407255042/yyNx8fflv; accessed June 10, 2014). This was a case of using Weibo to recruit blood donors in a short period of time (one
week) to try to save one individual’s life.

Table S31. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Malaria” (JE¥<) on August 22, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

Recruit blood donors for an 33 (87%) News of a
imported case of severe malaria in case
Beijing
gk ] B 7E AR 2 B ) 22 4R (A Comrade Zhang Liang suddenly returned to China | 11 (29%) The Beijing News (T 5i%R), Seeking help
RNBER G, EZF B =)y, | from his business trip in Africa because his August 23, 2012. (blood
BB OMEE, R TR b mother was dying frorp illness. Being back at http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2 donprs) via
A 25 T L RS R b BT hgme takil}g care of his mothfer for 3-4 days Ipade 012- Weibo; and
4 ﬂ%ﬁ B T, ikani him very tired. When he fell ill, because he did 08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1 | related
t RN T ot not carry any anti-malarial medication with him, comments
i o he could only return to Beijing for treatment. It is http://tweets.seraph.me/user/Z

really sad. Pray for Zhang Liang. (5245/2907595697
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http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2012-08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1
http://www.weibo.com/2923373595/yz6T3oBYM?mod=weibotime
http://www.weibo.com/1407255042/yyNx8fflv
http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2012-08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1
http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2012-08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1
http://epaper.bjnews.com.cn/html/2012-08/23/content_366619.htm?div=-1
http://tweets.seraph.me/user/爱他的幸福/2907595697
http://tweets.seraph.me/user/爱他的幸福/2907595697

kS HY //@[user]] #CRUam#LT Continue to share. //@[user1] #Micro Help# 22 (58%) | Examples of a similar post (re- Seeking help
Z—INERAL Rk . S8 /@ Gogd, one more method to save Zhang Liang of posted a month later): (blood .
[user2] A ik 76 30 5 e th 453t Beljlpg. Coptmue to share! //@[userZ] When my http://www.weibo.com/228016659 donprs) via
g, DM, FARBARE, B c011s1r.1 wasd in Cagle.roo(nf, Af'?c?{ Zhe olrllce h)ad 0/yDprI3USk W1e1:33; and
. “ S . malaria and was dying (family had no hope). relate

AR ?@E it %Fﬂ ‘H%‘&E Gl Later, an African doctor, who returned to comments
LSRR RCRRES A i SRV B RS Cameroon after receiving medical education in
A, BB AR LT B the United States, successfully cured her. Can we

find a doctor in Beijing who has such a

background? Or can we ask African embassies for

help?
Other posts 5 (13%)
XRMMBAE L FZ LR ik fE 547 | This is the photo that we took with our travel 5(13%) Original Weibo post Personal
ESYIEE, Ol T diE | companion in Maasai Mara [National R@erve, comments /
ELGEE T . BT LR 7E Kenya]. Mother was [sick and]. unconscious experience
BT, 3k BN S l];ecause stlﬁe refu.fietshtot iike antl-I'nala;naﬁ drélgs.

. iy . ecause they said that they previously lived in

7% )i ﬁ VARTASAR Ak &‘ﬂ J3i1H 1 Columbia, I}i<ept on thinki}lllg that the}}/] were drug
7R MR BN TR lords, so I treated them very well. Where we stood
Jis BERITHIARARENM AN | was where we saw the small leopard hunting. We
EHREEIET, .. can smile because opposite us, there stool a guard

with his rifle...
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32. Influenza
Figure S32. Daily count of Weibo posts that mentioned the keyword word for influenza (RfTH:ELE or JE) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with
1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of December 8, 2012.

Peak Date: December 8, 2012
Total count: 441
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Summary: Of the 441 Weibo posts generated on December 8, 2012, that mentioned influenza or flu, the vast majority (n=384, 87%) were about the movie
“2012”. The day before (December 7) was the Kamaishi earthquake that generated a tsunami that hit Miyagi Prefecture, Japan. It so happened that in the movie
“2012”, it also suggested that Japan would experience an earthquake on December 7, 2012. People were so intrigued by this and therefore they discussed whether
the story line of the movie, that included an outbreak of influenza in Europe, would really come true in the real world. This is another example that disease-
specific keyword search in Weibo or Twitter may not necessarily help us obtain posts/tweets that are really about that disease.

For the remainder of the posts, we identified many posts about influenza prevention. Some provided health information on various topics, such as statistics of
zoonotic diseases (n=3), maternal and child health (n=1), germs on a mobile phone (n=1), common cold (n=1), common diseases in autumn and winter (n=1).

However, many posts contained alternative health information, according to our categorization. There were posted about dietotherapy; health effects of various
types of food and tea. One post suggested that using vinegar as nose drops to prevent influenza infection. Another post suggested that consumption of curry helps
the Indian people prevent influenza infection. Our observation can serve as a starting point for future research in social sciences to understand how these pieces
of mis-information are circulated in social circles and online.

Three posts described personal experiences of influenza-like illness: either current experience (n=1), past experiences (n=1), or one’s kid’s experience (n=1).
Two other post were personal comments. There were five posts that were advertisements.

Lastly, there were sixteen posts that were not related to influenza. They were picked up by our keyword search, due to the issue of tokenization of Chinese texts.
Texts that contained the characters for i &, but were unrelated to influenza were picked up by our algorithm. Future improvement of algorithm may resolve this
issue.

Table S32. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “influenza” (FfTMEELE or #i/&) on December 8, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Category
Notes

Entertainment (movie)

W 2012) BfR, 75H According to the description of the movie “2012”, on 384 Original Weibo post Entertainment

KEREME N Bl ERERES | the 7™ there would be an earthquake in Japan; on the (87.07%) (Personal

R 18 B L TR A R 11™ there would be irmefl conflicts between certain comment on the

00 92 [ K A A E K L countries; on the 18" an influenza virus that was movie 2012)

Jhis o o extremely difficult to treat appeared in Europe; on the
%k’ 21 the;nda Eﬁ H Zl‘iaﬁﬁ’]i@ 20™ a volcano erupted in Yellow Stone National Park in
& 7. R 11 ﬁﬁmgﬂj &EXE the USA; and on the 21%, the end. On the 7™, there was

ke TR 1 N AN T o9 oy oos really an earthquake in Japan. If on the 11™ it’ll come
| i AL I e true again... Does it mean that I can be presumptuous
WMREMNARE, BaifsfERIER = e

JG—%? and can do whatever I want %= %= %=+ If there is
really a Last Day, who will accompany new till the
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very last moment?

[12/12/07#2 55#]) #kristen stewart#[] | “December 7, 2012 #Star Trek#” #kristen stewart#’s 1 (0.23%) http://ent.kankanews.co News about the
HEUHER T 12 A 21 HT-2E | movie #Road# will be released in a small group of m/c/2012-11- movie Road
AN B, % R T RS TR theaters in the US on December 21. The early stage 06/0011769575.shtml

o] ” promotion activity of this movie has also begun
W i ) BRI 2 IR o recently :‘: Even though she was absent from
:t}gsz 4 N — . B .
LRI 5475 TtOlR#Ez Q&A i3], #OTR#’s Q&A activity because of severe flu, but she
@’?ﬁﬁlﬂkﬁ‘] ﬁﬁ]‘{i:x'zrrﬁﬁ = T LAKR | s very dediated and still attended a private screening
NIB s, =AM b (¥ %€ OK H #Jason in LA despite she was sick. That evening, her outfit
Wut & LT KIHE B2 % was from #Jason Wu#=) Remains beautiful. [£9°
http://t.cn/zjISnvS More beautiful picture.
http://t.cn/zjJSnvS
BATR TS, REENXAFEGEELT | “We have no choice, but to begin our journey from this | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Entertainment (a
BT R % B 53215 (On Your | world, wi.th its epidemics of flu.” — On Your Mark, quote of a
Mark) -Pandacc Hayao Miyazaki. J apanese
animation)
Health information
L BREFF I 24 /25 N & I B B “Globally each year 2.4 billion cases of zoonotic 3 (0.68%) http://gb.cri.cn/27824/20 | Health
422 A Tk 1 ES diseases causing 2.2 million deaths” Integrating the 12/07/06/6071s3758903. | information

220 I NFETCY Lia Bt AL AN S [E 4 g . ma
FHEAE T H S HIBE, —I4AEk information on July 5 from Reuters and the United htm (Statistics of

. PO States National Broadcasting Company, a global zoonotic
| H] Wéﬂ: i ’ 2 X . . . .
%g%g fjhi%ifié ﬁgﬁ%iﬁe@ research study indicates that 13 diseases that human diseases,
E PRSI "E' ‘ ‘/34 ﬂi: % Un. acquire via animals, including tuberculosis, HIV and including avian
IETEN X 13 F *Iﬁ%ﬁ‘fﬁﬂmﬁi 24 avian influenza, have resulted in 2.4 billion new cases influenza)
A HR B 220 FAET- 24 and 2.2 million deaths each year.
#FACEMEMO 22 {# J ir) SL#T [ = #FACEMEMO Maternal and child health dictionary# 8 | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Health education
KRB S AN 1. (EIKE 4T | strategies to prevent kids from catching common cold: (encouraging
AL 2. AREEE . 3. ik 1. Go out less frequently during outbreaks of common parents to have
SR LMK, 4 [RERE P 3 A cold. 2. The whole family should wash hands the kids

; % s E}z r; ) iﬁﬁ i E’; .. | frequently. 3. Let the kids drink more water. 4. Keep vaccinated
S SRR . 6. @ - 1_#‘# Y1 the indoor environment ventilated. 5. Get vaccinated against
B 7y FOCMBENR. 8. HINE M against flu. 6. To have a balanced diet. 7. To have influenza)
Fbh R E succient sleep. 8. Increase the outdoor and indoor

activities of the kids.

[ FHLEA KB E R ) £ E & HF5T | The most recent study from the US discovers that the 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Health

K, LTI R R B B T T4 dirtiness of a mobile phone is comparable to that of the information
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Ty ATHIER FHLS S AT 2% 1
fish, TR L P R A T R
— HB T LRI A W RE S U A%
QePE SR R BE RS . AT E H TR
PISEAIAT HiE 77 30, MREE T KK
B B AR AN 2, VPR B R T R
a5, (B SHE-

door of the restroom. When we make a phone call, our
bodies are making a close contact with the mobile
phone. Such temperature is what bacteria like. The
germs on a mobile phone may cause influenza,
conjunctivitis or diarrhea. Unfortunately, up to now,
there is no cleaning method that is reliable and feasible.
The germ removal effect of rubbing with clean water is
not very apparent. The germ removal effect of alcohol
is good, but it will easily damage the screen.

[ EE 524k N ) #fid EEAE E#< B | “What types of people are prone to common cold” 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Health education
R aERR, NI gy | #Healthy Living# “1 am apparently younger than him.
e, fEIRE? IRAF R LR R B A But Wh};1 Wguldlevery tlﬁle when [ cztch ﬂl(li, (Ille does
LA A 5 = - . | not catch it?” “I stay at home every day and do not
ﬁ:;. {,Xf{LEK ;%ﬁ%@ HLE. SCE/JE[:}:; E;EQ\HJ\EK have any opportunity to meet people with a cold. How
B o 1 ‘J“L% AL e PR would I still catch a cold?” Many people have this type
LR RARIAERE T A T % ] of question. Actually, this may indicate that your style
SRARME, RREEHA T A IR of living may be problematic. Experts remind that
CRETL KA A .:f;. people with the following habits may be prone to
common cold (see Long Weibo for details) =/
LRk A2 WRRBTa Y 1R iy “The prevention of diseases that are common in 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Health education
M RIUNZ S Sk, k&, 4 | autumn and winter” 1. Influenza: The typical flu
BRI R, BIE. Vi, 2.8 symptorps are fatigue, headache, dlzglness, body a.ches;
% EELMPLESE, KA, & often with sore throat, na.sal cor}gestlon and a running
B, WA, WM, 3 nose. 2..Rh1n1tls: The patle.nt will have nasal. o
f’ l e, A AT i congestion, a running and itchy nose, throat irritation,
NN T T BT EIRS; 430 and cough. 3. Asthma: The patient is prone to
AR HTIRIRFE. WIRIE/MILEE | respiratory infections in the cold season. 4. Bronchitis:
ZEERINL BEETh AR T BT EUR . When the temperature dips, the small blood vessels of
the respiratory tract may suffer from spasm and
ischaemia. The immune defense funcation may
decrease and leads to illness.
Alternative health information
[4 50 WIS EY % WK Er “4 common types of dietotherapy” Common 4 (0.91%) Original Weibo post Alternative
JrEE RS SRS, &3y | dietotherapy can regulate bodily functions to achieve health
disease treatment effects. However, these common information

JTIE IR . (HR XL W7
THREDTRI SR A HRR . 1. P

dietotherapy will only have an effect if the patients
persist to take them for a long period of time. 1.
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BrE LR s 24 ZLAR B VA LK
3. 4E2EER B6 PiiabEIRE CREK. TH
*J,J\\ %\ E%\ :F‘E%%), 4. tl:;l}}

B SR &

Spinach prevents retinal degeneration; 2. Red tea
prevents influenza; 3. Vitamin B6 prevents diabetes
(brown rice, flour, egg, Brassica rapa Chinensis (bok
choi), and dry yeast etc.); 4. Milk prevents bronchitis.

[8 FEWEEFIMEMEK]Y 1. BRYY | “8 types of food that help babies defend against flu” 1. | 3 (0.68%) Original Weibo post Alternative
 BAHGY G, 2. BH—— Yoghurt: Probiotic bacteria protect the intestines. 2. health
EURREZ. 3. B ANt Chicken soup: delicious medication for common <.:old. information
BT ST 4. BERE B = 4 3. Beef: Zinc .supplement that strengthens immunity. 4.

R, 5. f0 R 0K AN Mushrogms: increase t.he number white blooq cells to
IR O AN TS an prevent infection. 5. Fish and shellfish: Selenium
6. Koz NSNS S supplements that protects against virus. 6. Garlic:
7. FEFKEZ—HHE A Allicin is anti-infection and ant-bacteria. 7. Oats and
8. 4% B WA barley: anti-bacteria and anti-oxidation. 8. Sweet
potato: Improve the immunity of the skin.
HAZ/INER#L AR SR EFEb | #Little common knowledge in winter# 1. Feeling cold 2 (0.45%) Original Weibo post Alternative
HLER G L, NEEE S G 2. | isrelated to a lack of inorganic salt in the diet. One health
KFENEH N, ALAB S, T shquld eat more V}fgete}bles with rﬁgts. 2.hRe%’fl‘1larlyf information
= - LS e T eating carrots in the winter can achieve the effect o
ﬁg?““éﬂiﬁiﬁéﬁ{ﬁ ”:?fff%’a suppressing cough and dissolving phlegm, as well as
s Pe Xk e N B e RS detoxication. 3. Shiitake has anti-influenza effect.
ﬁﬂ(ﬁﬁ ias E/‘]%j“&" i z u?‘ﬁ Frequent consumptions of shiitake can help prevent
Ky ZANTEKTY . WIZKFRRETAPIE | atherosclerosis. 4. Drinking cold water regularly can
= help prevent common cold. 5. Eating more vegetables,
drinking more water and eating garlic regularly can
help prevent common cold.
TBCR ZB A ZERTIRIE /NPFE]Y 1. | “The attack of influenza is coming. Little clever tricks | 2 (0.45%) Original Weibo post Alternative
FEWE BRI 15 405k, 2.4 $EpsE | to prevent common cold in autumn and winter” 1. To health
bath your feet in hot water for 15 minutes every night; information

Wz 34 H LG 5 IR ER Kk
My 483 KRB Z K, 5.5

FEEE; 6.FRNEE, TATHER
RZE; 8BNS RPHIUIR 3 £ 5

DERANG QAR I B
105710 2% AR — IR A R TLIRRIROM:
T ORI 2

2. To eat raw spring onions with cold dishes; 3. To
gargle with slightly salted water every morning, every
night and after meals; 4. To use cold water to wash
yoru face every day; 5. To massage your nasal groove
regularly; 6. To use baijiu to brush the body; 7. To rub
your nose with spring onions to cure nasal congestion;
8. To blow against your temple with hot air for 3-5
minutes, using an electric hair dryer; 9. To take one
tablespoon of mashed garlic with honey; 10. To take an
egg with sesame oil every morning and every night; 11.
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To breathe in the steam off the hot water in a cup.

[FkRET, NEREMFBIZEER | “Autumn has arrived. Once again this is the time to get | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
WHE T Y RS, dhdys ekl | vaccinated against flu.” In autumn, there is no need to health
FURIE T, AR TR g s | &t kids \ll:ilcginated Iag.ainst1 ﬂu.ffThig Vaccipe does not i(réformation
= o s = < H prevent all viruses. It is only effective against some omment
ﬁﬁ?; A Eﬁ%%ﬁfaﬁ”&‘ ;ri virus. It does not mean that once vaccinated, you won’t against receiving
1}63%_};%7:]‘?15!}[%@@ 85T, "T‘Mf{‘%‘ get common cold. It will be fine if you can give your influenza
TR ZETEBIRIAK, KBS kids more warm water to drink; have a diverse diet; vaccine)
e, ZWEFEINES), WEREE bring your kids to do exercise outdoor, to strengthen
I JIAT, R JI5E, EEMA | the immunity of your kids. Once the immunity is
J&'E http://t.cn/zjxpgEu strong, the kids won’t get common cold.

http://t.cn/zjxpgEu

[7 FeEiohae) 1. B P, [ Effects of 7 fungi | 1. Agaricus has protective effects | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
R 2. FaE. BRIEPUE. WEK against lung cancer and skin cancer. 2. Shiitake reduces health
J. TR 3. 4kbaE. (B blood pressure; has protective effect against cancer; information /
4. JESLTE: BN, BiEE. & nour@shes the skip and prevents inﬂuenza. 3. Enokitake Trgditional
B S, 3. BURKEIE 6. g, B nourishes the brain and has protective effects against Chinese
878 O~ ji' PABPAEIE. %ﬁ' B | cancer. 4. Hericium erinaceus improves digestive Medicine
SR MEEE. MEBLILRH. HiAAM functions, has protective effects against cancer of the
Wi 7. P BACE . JRIT stomach and the esophagus. 5. Phallus indusiatus
YA AL, SRR B helps reduce weight and blood pressure. 6. Volvariella

volvacea strengthens the immune system, detoxicates
the body, balances the regulations of bodily functions
[literally, improves the yin and yang of the body], has a
protective effect against scurvy and improves the
functions of the stomach. 7. Pleurotus ostreatus: softens
the blood vessles, treats autonomic disorders, and
relieves the menopausal syndrome.

[#FsEs g, WWZRimER]Y g | [ #Pteridium aquilinum# relieves the “heat” toxin. 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
R SE AT — S Frequent consumption helps prevent influenza ] An health

element in Pteridium aquilinum has a certain inhibitory information

A, B RIFHREE R B
R RN, aF A
RO AN B RRE A T
RIS AR R — 1, RETRERER
SR I RPE) LA LR, RS
Eit.

effect against bacteria. It is effective against bacteria
and inflammation. It helps resolve the phlegm and has
the effect of detoxication. Frequent consumption can
effectively prevent influenza. Little tips: Boil it in
water for a while before consuming fresh Pteridium
aquilinum. This will remove the sticky substances and
the smell of the soil from the surface of the Pteridium
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aquilinum. It tastes better.

[opnmeE e AFHRAHECE 1 &2FRE — 5o [ Consuming curry helps prevent influenza | The first 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
T whnweE 245 B o (B R S0 B R R T research article about the medical value of curry health
1970 4, FIITERIE, 7022 lfks géobglfly 1was pubhshe}:ld 1n.11970. Ur})1 to now, f(l)rne can information
RS ECH 0G| KD 170w i s ke fom
5 4125 FE AR Z ; :

v, Iljju@ Eﬁ?ﬁﬁ frEC L5 @ i %1# Therefore, one can say that the medical value of curry
/5’?*5‘?9%‘/5 ° Q{% E ﬂ?@iﬁ—j‘%" U | has attracted the attention of the whole world. A doctor
IRAMEEENFERAT, AREBEIIAAITIRR | from India also said that, influenza is difficult to cause
MM, AR KAE T RES . epidemics in India, because people there eat curry
every day, destroying the influenza outbreak at its
beginning.
FAE @[user] #E N HUEHA T ZET —A> I have shared a good document, “influenza.ppt” on 1 (0.23%) http://vdisk.weibo.com/s/ | Alternative
IRAEER SO "RAT RS ppt", P | @[user]’s #Fixed time Weibo#. Let’s take a look! J9Xwk/1354935727 health
KFE I~ http:/t.cn/zjJ X fpu http://t.cn/zjJXfpu information
M A L. B4 LB e T K I A E From the perspective of the intellectual development of | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
E, &FHAENHAEREEFET @ | neonates, babies and young children, neonates that health
WEkAE DU BZ S, (R iR g | were born in yvinter are more in need qf swimming to information
RAIR S RO, Rk, B exercise the limbs, (;[0 falcﬂltate the brain and the Tlentral
OOt g o e nervous system to develop to maturity, to strengthen
WRHIIRERE 1o IETT LA T A2 ~ : : o
S R A ) S thf body, to ralfe the human immune capamty, which is
jj;K - %%;ﬁi A ?‘7: ;‘EZE'H’]J i %He | a“good helper” to help kids defend against flu.
, T EHAEER ) < hT http://t.cn/zjif TwpC
Fhttp://t.cn/zjf TwpC
#IR 52 4E 360 B FR B its [ EFEPim | #Arla Mengniu 360 Nutrition Recipe# “Recipe to help | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
A WESEAL . 1. S)E) | kids prevent flu” Egg, tofu and spring onion soup: 1. health
He, BERIRKE S BRI 2. Cut the tofu into pieces. Fry it and then add water. information
5 ‘ 5 N S ek When the water boils, cut spring onions into small (Recipe)
5, 5k b ITI=\ .
?H\(QX;? Eibu*ﬁ ;;?\%E%ﬁ% i pieces and add them to the tofu. 2. Add an egg. Add
A Rl PS X SRR N salt and some corn flour. Add some sesame oil. PS:
Jiis b Hi% > J B%HE‘ > ZEEE%@]@E‘ Eggs contain protein, fat, riboflavin, lecithin, vitamin
L OBRSE, SR EAFEMREIE | and iron, calcium and potassium. Tobu contains a lot of
fg, BT, M. KIKFIAKE | soy lecithin and is good for the development of the
(B F kB M%) nerves, blood vessels and brain. (Picture from the
internet)
[7 #HeF 2] O H . [ 7 types of herbal tea for detoxication ] 1. Licorice 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
Mint Tea has the detoxication effect and prevent health

EERE. PIARE: @M F
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http://t.cn/zjfTwpC

118 2 N8 13 8= N /N Y

common cold. 2. Eucommia ulmoides tea strengthens

information /

Gt ZE: *NEkE. FRIHFME. 22 the.circulator.y system and the bones, strengthpns the Trqditional
RIS . WRITAZ H1: @M% waist a}nd reheyes fatlgue.due toa seflentary life style. Chmgsp
% b, BEWE OAS 3. Lycmm tea improves kidney fur}ct1ons, strengthens Medicine
s, Aheh2S . e i*c?— @B the liver the eye. It relieves the fatigue of the eyes and
s i " s %ﬁ - s © | improves memory. 4. Sundried tangerine peel ginger
ﬁ%;{}?\m%‘% fﬁﬁ‘ {HZEE&F‘ R @& tea suppresses coughs, resolves phlegm and improve
Te7%: TP WPIRGE 20 digestive functions. 5. Ginseng tea relieves the

deficiency of bodily functions [literally, gi] and have

soothing funcations. 6. Rose tea improves one’s beauty,

reduces weights and relieves bad breath. 7. Japanese

honeysuckle tea: prevent influenza and inflammation

of the respiratory tracts.

[ A0 N R AR 35 =318 ] (D4 | “Habits that should be maintained to prevent flu” 1. 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
BT QHT LR . @)irF | Frequent handwashing. 2. Rub th@ eye wiFh the joint of health .
TR R P e X 10 B (@)1 the hand. 3. To heat a toothbrush in t.he microwave for information
GRS G R @&KIE 10 seconds at High level. 4. To vaccinate against flu. 5.

o ;;4/\% @ ‘H%E‘%:EF; To reduce blaming oneself. 6. To leave a seam at the
/'%F e e VI iﬂl‘ * =/ | windows in winter. 7. To control the humidity at home.
i’@ﬁ/ﬂi j(@j‘&#; @7‘ W ;ﬂ B | 8 Everyday consume garlic petal. 9. Everyday drink a
g; QOFEMGIEBESR T4 ADIEELIATT | cup of yoghurt. 10. To clean nail grooves every night.
AN B 11. To clean your nose, not to blow your nose.

[EftHE. EX]) BERELIAIF/K | “Vinegar as nose drop and in fumigation” Dilute 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
MikE, OIS 5%-10% VA W0 &, yinegar with cold water as 5% - 10% solution and use health .
H 4-6 %, SHETFLREA 2-3 56, % it ai nlosli Icirops, 4-6 tlmzsta dity, Withﬂ%%t drops [t)er information
VAFF IR E T AT I I B A AR AT nostril. alsda Vzry fg]oo reatment eu ec aﬁrams 1
M. LBV, SEE, £ common cold and influenza. Especially in t le early
xﬁ" o "‘E”‘j‘ = aties });‘Z E“i’i ~ phrase of common cold, its treatment effect is even
B Efﬂjiﬁlj%ﬁ(ﬁ:%uﬁg iy e ﬁﬁ’; better. Vinegar can kill the common cold virus hidden
FERCE AT, R EEHH A5 | in the nasopharynx. During an influenza epidemic,

TR AE FH - using vinegar as nose drops has a reliable preventive
effect.

[XRERIEREZFE . RERZ “In winter, going out with wet hair is prone to catching | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Alternative
Y 2. PiER, BEsE 180 cold. Ig it true or false?” Perhaps 'it is true. Two years health .

ago, scientists divide 180 people into two groups, of information

NN, Hh— 4N KR
FriE, S5 FAZH N BURCE I RS
Pt o B5CHTR: WAL TE,
A RTBE SRR T LA (BRI

which one group had put their feet into cold water to
make them wet. At the end, the risk of catching

common cold among this group of people increased
two fold. New explanations from experts: there is no
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TEPRZATEAT RO, RWHZ .

need to be over-anxious. Washing your hair before
going out is still OK. But before the flu season, one
should get prepared and receive vaccination.

Personal experience

) RIS IR o B TR BT ERE T, B The heaven is punishing me for not taking the freely 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Personal
i, SFENESTAR, PNER), fFEa available influenza vaccine. And I fall ill immediately. Note: this post was experience of
o A . . T al] written in Cantonese and | influenza
WV HEH outing, MELF S W e All kinds of discomfort. Cannot sleep. Very tough. %= was in traditional
QP Tomorrow [is our] outing. Don’t fall ill like that “=' Chinese characters. It is
B R R R likely to come from a
o e e user in Hong Kong or
Macau.
£ EH G IR/DRE ABR—IRIFMESZI | Since my arrival at the US, I seldom have common 1(0.23%) Original Weibo post Personal
SRR F AN B )L Hosgag4E2#; | cold. Once in a while I have a cold, and it is really experience about
FRLAFT flu shot, FHNCEAIT B3k uncomfogta(ti)lle. Lastirﬁg for s:verall1 days, I still hage not f}lu infection in
. . S - recovered, delaying things. Actually every year, the the past
E{i%fi * T ﬂﬁct\b‘ HUYEE%% school is giving us flu shot, but I never take it. It seems
o EE = \%%ﬂ@‘ﬁﬁ M‘é%ﬁi/m:@@:(}\ that in the future, I should consider it. I remember that
TEHEES A HE—FANLTRERF L | pefore I left my country, I worked in the hospital.
7 B3R BT LS4 RIR 38302 E | Every winter, all the doctors and nurses in our
TE ] department always catch the flu 3 times. Our office is
full of the intravenous infusion bottle, just like a forest.
It was only a particular year that I insisted on walking
to work. Until the beginning of spring, I have never
experienced intravenous infusion. Exercise is the royal
path!
@[user] FE 4 FABE A\ B2 CK 5, | @[user] said that this morning doctors have done their | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Personal
e B AR AL RN, f7mEgE ATy | grand round at 8.30am. Those with infections similar to Note: this post was experience
b . AZERIA R BB A, WEARI, flu who did not have serious complications could be written in Cantonese and | possibly about
discharged. Falling asleep in the car, and waking up in traditional Chinese one’s kid

R, W EERE. EE
WIS 12 REEWIAT 325, ZARIENR
B RE SR B RA# 5 E,
iRk, ke, &H
1k, ERMRENH, REAZH
I B 46 ] T A 0%

upon arrival, [the kid] did not have enough sleep and
had a bad temper, refusing to take a shower, refusing to
change clothes and refusing to go to bed. Later, when
[the kid] is fully awake, he [or she] no longer lost his
[or her] temper. Later, he [or she] went out with his [or
her] grandma to meet his [or her] aunt. He [or she] saw
that there was a new piano at home, urged to go home.
After playing for a while, he [or she] went to bed. No
fever the whole day. Has to take antibiotics for two
days. When he [or she] was about to fall asleep, he [or

characters.
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she] had a little cough.

Personal comments

BHEMNTLER, BAEFT T4 5 In the morning, when I travelled on the bus, I could not | 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Personal
g, RS RE— 4 NG help but sneeze once. And then the woman sitting comment
CHN TR EURIR e E R, behind me, speaking in a sweet ‘VOiCC, “Hubby, I have
SN~ SRS A, ClE, A heard that the flu A is really serious recently. I am
N M o really scared...” Then the guy said, “Scared what? You
TAREAMAEAR R ? ~~ were not even scared of abortion, how come you are
now scared of flu A?...”
R R To greet flu 1 (0.23%) Original Weibo post Personal
comment
Advertisement
#YREHFEAE#LZEFTEAENE: —H | # YaMi Everyday Keep Healthy # 8 things to do to 3 (0.68%) Original Weibo post Advertisement of
T, E TR, =EBRE, keep yourself healthy in winter: 1. To sweat a little bit; a restaurant
PR 28K, TR, 7SE AR 2 To keep your hands and feet warm; 3. To prevent
WG, LEOREE, J\H 2. FeT 1nﬂuenza; 4. To drink more water; 5. To regulate your
CO\RIA”, e mind; 6. To sunbathe; 7. To keep yourself happy; and 8.
HAas B AL - . To do more exercises. Maintaining these eight good
http:/t.on/zlyEMBO fEBEETH, BZETR | pabits will help you stay healthy! http:/t.cn/zZlyEMBO
KRR BRI Jﬁﬂﬁi;‘?'. Healthy food and the wisdom to keep on:self healthy
>
are found in the Ya Mi Little Kitchen. "B~
NatraBio Childrens KRR JLiZmk | NatraBio Childrens Natural homeopathic baby cough 1(0.23%) http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/ | Advertisement of
TR/ K Bk gz 2 10 g, BN drop/Fruit favor children cough suppressant syrup. blog_89be57a30101bvic. | homeopathic
$6.39! ES 4 AMH-12 H UL RIS Retails price is $6.39! It is suitable for kids from 4- html medicine
%2, NatraBio [f) 517 45 R e SR Ili]lonﬂ]l;ld to.below 1112 Izlealrs of aﬁe. Prcziqupts of ;
. o o atraBio series are all homeopathic medicine an
%ﬁ& H‘]%f‘@*ﬂ ERfEE ) LR A1 health products. Natural medigation drops for common
TERIRZG RS 4 S H PR 22 - is sui -
eF NN E cold and flu among children is suitable for use in
4 LA P, 2 S T R P, RE AR B b e babies and young kids above the age of 4 months. It is
BT, SLIEL R safe with no side effects. It can relieve the cough
http://t.cn/zjJO2LR induced by common cold, flu, nose congestion and
other stimulations. http://t.cn/zjJO2LR
[ 5 [EV %ih ] Mabis 2875\ 2%, “US Amazon” Mabis Steam Inhaler effectively relieves | 1 (0.23%) http://www.haitaocheng. | Advertisement of

T I ERIRE . TR S
KR, H1)E1E$30.32
http://t.cn/zjJDDsq

the symptoms of common cold, influenza and sinusitis.
It costs $30.32 after discount. http://t.cn/zjJDDsq

com/Product/Detail-
3998.html

health care
apparatus
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Not related to influenza * l ‘ 16 (3.63%) ‘ |

* Our keyword search picked up 16 posts that were not related to influenza. Fifteen contained the term “J#7 & (Chdaolit gdn), which means trendy. One
contained the term “ZZ /81> (Jidolin ginging), which means communication or exchange of emotions. In both cases, 7 & (lit gin; flu) were part of it and so

these Weibo posts that were unrelated to influenza were picked up. To better increase the precision (positive predictive value) of our algorithm in future studies,
we will need to perform a tokenization procedure of the Chinese text before the keyword search.
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33. Mumps
Figure S33. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Mumps” (BBE#) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of January 4, 2012.
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Peak Date: January 4, 2012
Total count: 74

Summary: There were 74 Weibo posts that mentioned “mumps” (i %) on January 4, 2012. Of them, 67 were posts and re-posts of health information
provided by a company that mentioned four diseases that have symptoms similar to common cold. Another seven posts were about traditional Chinese medicine
(n=2), health information (n=2), outbreak information released by a municipal CDC (n=1), alternative health information (n=1) and personal experience

(misdiagnosis of a friend’s kid) (n=1).

Table S33. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Mumps” (BB##) on January 4, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Category
(%) Notes
[DOFhefEUE 7 E 2.0 ) 18l | “Beware of four types of “false common cold”.” 67 http://www.eyoogo.com/inf | Health
WL, A VURYR 5ECE Rk Misdiagnosis ig the worst when it comes to treating illness. | (90.54%) | 0-2582.html information
W, FAMKE. 1. KEg: 81Fe There are four illnesses that haye symptoms‘ to common (provided by
BRI 2 R TSI cold. Do not be careless. 1. Chicken pox: blisters on the a commercial
- ’ e 13’3 th a £ @,%Z'T';:é “~ | body; 2. Measles: red dots will appear on cheeks. The company)
T L N :%m * < | center of the red dots is white or blue. Later, they spread
J5 W%Ef%iﬂé; 3. Hmﬂ%:/“ FRE | across the whole body; 3. Meningitis: severe pain at the
FURIE . mkes MXmk. DA extremities, high fever, vomiting, difficult to wake up; 4.
4, BBARYE: Rke. kI PR Mumps: low fever, headache, swollen cheeks. — Honeywest
Ao, — VNI EAd FE IR R St Healthy Sleep System
WIS A TG T TR, W Indigowoad root has the effects of detoxification. It has a 2 (2.60%) | http:/health.pclady.com.cn/ | Alternative
B, R, IERRA. HR%E. #Eys | better preventive and treatment eff@c.ts. on common diseases healthzq/blg/ health .
st GBS A5 T TR RS AR such as cold, ﬂu, mumps, COl’l_]ul’l(.)thltls, gnd.measles. . . 1nf0r.n.1at10n/
Fo RS2, A% A LR i R 3 However, a minority of people think that indigowoad root (2 different posts in the Tradition
o E‘f; %’ R % %ﬁ% 5K powder is “benign drug”. thther one is ill or not one same category) Chinf:ge
a H'; fj( B would take two packets. This is not correct. Medicine
y FERIRA e PATH.
#2012 f@FEH B, MUEH A, #2012 Health Calendar. We wish that every month is 2 (2.60%) | Original Weibo post Health
auspicious to you and peace to you every year! #April information

%GV #4 Iy TR IR OE 2
PO A UL RRTHE,
AV, ARG, oA
HERAE . BAESE . RS RUE. &
PERRTG . X2 WUATTERS IR .
BR. YoEERS: 1. HFRAUES

Qingming Festival More mental health problem. yxClimatic
characteristics: As Qingming Festival approaches, the
temperature increases, humidity remains high, the air
pressure is low. yxDiseases of high incidence: depression,
mania, schizophrenia, acute diarrhea, rubella, mumps,
vaginitis. yyHealth reminders: 1. Weather varies a lot in
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http://www.eyoogo.com/info-2582.html
http://www.eyoogo.com/info-2582.html
http://health.pclady.com.cn/healthzq/blg/
http://health.pclady.com.cn/healthzq/blg/

A2, AURMK, BIF4agn, N ki
W1, Sl RAEMp s, BURA OB
BRIA K

Spring. Air pressure is low and it is rainy. Furthermore, it is
Qingming. People are susceptible to mental disorders,
leading to high incidence of mental illness.

HERFERY G DX a8 | Please re-post: “Mumps appears in primary schools in Linyi | 1 (1.35%) | Original Weibo post Health
FATHRERE R Y VT, 7 TtepEps | City” Recently, mumps ir}cidence has increased §harply inforrpation
RORTRE A RS FT, I compargd to th.e same period of the last year. Incident cases (public
SN INEE LA IR . T appear in .ce.trtaln primary schools anq dgycare cept§rs in the health.
S PR 22 1) S O3t 7 city. Municipal CDC and Lanshan District CDC jointly agencies’
i‘l‘ L= . 5& = ;L:/\ & release disease warning, to remind citizens to pay attention message)
%ﬁ S iﬁﬁ’ e EE ‘\‘E" ﬁil_’(ﬁ to disease prevention. Regularly open the window to
SE T A A, ORER S S AR facilitate the air flow, to maintain air circulation and to keep
E5iE s BwiATIAE, REAr | the environment clean. During the epidemic, try to keep
ZTEagar. children away from public space.
BRI KBRS, MM R E E & In family and friends’ gathering, cute and fat babies are so 1 (1.35%) | Original Weibo post Alternative
52, JHER EIRH R pE lovely, especailly the two “fat” cheeks. People found it hard health
B, R ARSI, 5 |t resiittpot to ];wist tl:; chleek a rftew tirtges and to kissti}:' information
B HPERL 5 S several times. But medical experts caution everyone: this
%#/Emk%zgfﬁﬂ %Eg;;?;ém may harm their parotid gland and parotid duct through
AR H ez = | et Al e repeated tearing, pressing and squeezing, leading to
RE IR — sz 2, . #%
BrE /i\x X - LIS ji‘ ’T | drooling, oral mucositis and mumps etc. So, to love babies
M SEz 0. SEREE. HEREL | we need take care of them with the right methods!
SRR U6 A Rageroryho.e
RIBIRR S, FREEHTE—E
T 4 M2 b
AT
NEBE T, WIRFR ]Skl , A3 st That person has gone. How can one find her? When I was 1 (1.35%) | Original Weibo post Personal
EHREMIEAEER, RMREAE an in—patien.t, only she could find me. I cou!d never locate ex.pe?ience (a
fh, R TAEN A | R — her. She claimed that she was .too busy to pick up the misdiagnosis
SN S8 St phone! Also, there was one thing: My friend’s kid had a made by a
g W— AT T
fever due to common cold. It so happened that the kid was doctor)

FIRE Abe, BORITIELF LB
BRI, S R zsiRm2 K
TRERRA, AREH 15K H,
SRR BE e Y &, T
FKEBIT T RBJ LR 1.

there in the hospital seen by that doctor. So, the kid was
misdiagnosed by her to have mumps. Originally my friend
wanted to take the kid to the USA. However, he feared that
it may get worse or may infect others, and so the kid did not
go. Later, they visited another hospital. The kid was
prescribed some medication. After a few days, the kid
recovered.

34. Rubella

Figure S34. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Rubella” (JX\32) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of August 18, 2012.

Peak Date: August 18, 2012
Total count: 26
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Summary: Of the 26 Weibo posts mentioning “rubella” on August 18, 2012, 10 were related to health information about prevention of childhood disease and 2 on
vaccination. There were 12 posts related to alternative health information (9 on digit ratio; 3 on alternative dietary information about crabs). There were 2 posts
related to personal experience with hospitals.

Table S34. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Rubella” (X(¥Z) on August 18, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

FZ/N) VER BRI —40 ) L% In spring, prevent childhood diseases early — infant 10 (38%) | This post was the first paragraph of | Health
1 HEE/N L —FEhE% 55 | health protection: Spring is the season when infants are this article: information
BRI IR, SR . . most susceptible to diseases. Parents should perform http://www.jy135.com/html/yuerba
g?;iﬁﬁ)?ii\%gyg%gfgﬁ targe.te.d preventive yvork, tailo.red tg the body ike/changjianwenti/2009/0215/188
1,,'; o BTG A3 X\T — conditions of th§ chl!dren. Spring Q1seases can be 59.html
AR o - roughly categorized into 3 categories: (1) Respiratory
Ea TN - PPRAE LA ¢ LAY infections: Common diseases include: measles, rubella,
W ~ W ~ 7Kig ~ BRG - B chickenpox, upper respiratory tract infection, mumps,
BB~ T M i e ¢ epidemic meningitis

[EFiHERE) £4fEET& “Look at fingers Differentiate Health” People with ring | 9 (35%) This article cites the Daily Mail Alternative
fegsE  (OETiE - BeTiy | fingers longer than index fingers are susceptible to: (1) citing John Manning: health
el a— - QFKEs - G Arthrit@s: the risk of arthritis increase by one fold; (2) http://www.9lkangkang.com/c/ZB informatign
B : B TEELRFE A > anorexia; 3) common cold: apart from an increased bVWuT6aHOj.html (News z'lrt'lcle
e o o~ e - probability of catching a cold, they are more about digit
BEAHRL Kﬁﬂ]m{% © BIERT susceptible to chickenpox and rubella. People with ratio)
TAfEE 2 E - OUIERE © &5 index fingers longer than ring fingers are susceptible
HARHYBTEAE 50 ZRIA A OIER | to: (1) heart disease: men with longer index fingers
GRS A > EAFEMECMERR | have a higher risk of an onset of heart disease before
fEketl N o B HIE - QAT | the age of 50 years. The longer is the ring finger, the
L risl(; otl"lheart disease is smaller; (2) Bulimia; (3) Asthma

and Allergy.

[T EESZEEAEY 1~ {5 “7 types of people should not eat crab” 1. Patients with | 3 (12%) Apparently this Weibo post seems | Alternative

K~ B R LU BE R common cold, stomach pain and diarrhea. Eating crab to be derived from a certain article | health
exacerbates the disease. 2. Patients with chronic with different titles on different information

N IZEREIEE TS 2 ~ te S
R~ T - FBEER - B
ZEATE ~ FFSOESHARTRE A 3 - i
O~ =IIE - SIRKEEL ~ S
FEHI N ZRE S 4 ~ RN - #
KB 5 ~ IEREFRAYA » SRR

gastritis, duodenal ulcer, cholecystitis, gallstone, and
active hepatitis. 3. People with Coronary heart disease,
high blood pressure, arteriosclerosis, high cholesterol
should eat crab roe less. 4. People allergic to crab will
develop urticaria (Fengzhen kuai)*. 5. People with
Piwei Xuhan (Spleen and stomach deficiency) are

websites, e.g.

DGR EINEE N
http://www.360doc.com/content/10
/0826/07/1720781_48832419.shtm
1

EAEARLLEAS CRAF
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http://www.jy135.com/html/yuerbaike/changjianwenti/2009/0215/18859.html
http://www.jy135.com/html/yuerbaike/changjianwenti/2009/0215/18859.html
http://www.jy135.com/html/yuerbaike/changjianwenti/2009/0215/18859.html
http://www.91kangkang.com/c/2BbVWuT6aHOj.html
http://www.91kangkang.com/c/2BbVWuT6aHOj.html
http://www.360doc.com/content/10/0826/07/1720781_48832419.shtml
http://www.360doc.com/content/10/0826/07/1720781_48832419.shtml
http://www.360doc.com/content/10/0826/07/1720781_48832419.shtml

RS 6 ~ 2200 7 ~ 4 Ao

susceptible to stomach ache and diarrhea. 6. Pregnant
women. 7. Elderly.

I NS EE
http://www.ahlx.gov.cn/web/Conte
nt.aspx?chn=118&i1d=31880

[ B e+ Bt ) 32 “To vaccinate, choose the time when children’s health | 2 (8%) This Weibo post was derived from | Health
FhETSCIE S > EH R SRR is good” Before vaccination, first measure body the first section of this article: $3# information
PEfh RSz e E B RTE g8 | temperature. If there is a fever, postpone Vaccinatiqn el B B 9% - B AR B I T T
B+ (B RIAEIR S R i e until full dre]c)over% tS;{louldhvalcmnateﬂais Zoon 2;5 he is http://www.360doc.com/content/11

e s recovered. Do not take a shower on the day o
%W%’[?EK%%‘%‘% ’ ‘H_ZZ?HEU:?Z vaccination and cannot let the child becomye too tired. igfl 1/10/6146507 08772067.sht
FAIETT © WL IEAEREE » B | [f the child has a fever, being infected with diseases o
BEMEEIYR ~ B - X2 - 2 such as acute infections, asthma, rubella and eczema,
BERRECE LR - B R A or have diseases such as heart disease, nephritis or
REPER o BT R B B, hepatitis, then temporarily he should not be vaccinated.
B2 fEth B SEIE /@[userl]/)N | Li Shizhen, Hua Tuo, please appear! //@[user]1]When I | 2 (8%) Original Weibo post Personal
IHERMIR TSR > kA was small, I fell from my bed. My forehead was comments /
— N B TR 0 Skt swollen. The doctors said that I need head surgery. personal
Later, after half a month, it was resolved. ~ When I was experience

THEPHECHHE T ~Eh G
% B iEayid g
MR S —iE b > %
o WRERMEERE T - &
AIERA T - ZHARE > RS

PSSR~ @[user2]i: | &
s R Rl v

in high school, I was infected with rubella. Blood tests
at the hospital concluded that it was food allergy. With
intravenous therapy, intradermal injection and other
medication all going together, I did not recover. At the
end, I rested at home and recovered eventually. Also,
dental filling. Various kinds of discontent, And later I

don’t go to hospitals anymore. ~//@ [user2]Fxxk! &=

* Urticaria is also known as X|#Z# Fengzhen kuai in Chinese.
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http://www.ahlx.gov.cn/web/Content.aspx?chn=118&id=31880
http://www.ahlx.gov.cn/web/Content.aspx?chn=118&id=31880
http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0411/10/6146507_108772067.shtml
http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0411/10/6146507_108772067.shtml
http://www.360doc.com/content/11/0411/10/6146507_108772067.shtml

35. Conjunctivitis
Figure S35. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Conjunctivitis” (£5f&£#) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.

specified keyword
w B (O [e)) ~ (00] (o]
o o o o o o o
1 1 1 1 1 1 ]

N
o

Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the
[EY
o

Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of December 16, 2012.

Peak Date: December 16, 2012
Total count: 77
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Summary: Of the 77 Weibo posts that mentioned “conjunctivitis” (45X ) on December 16, 2012, 70 posts were about preservatives in eye drops. The posts
mentioned that if used inappropriately, eye drops with preservatives may lead to chronic conjunctivitis and blepharitis and may exacerbate keratoconjunctivitis

sicca.

Another 3 posts listed 8 situations when contact lens should be worn. One of which was “In Spring, wearing contact lens may easily lead to allergic

conjunctivitis”.

There were 4 other posts that mentioned 3 acupuncture points on the thumb can help relieve eye symptoms, including acute conjunctivitis.

Table S35. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Conjunctivitis” (55 & #8) on December 16, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
day
#heE# [T & 90%HR 24 #Micro Reminder# “90% of eye drops available in the | 70 (91%) http://guangbaobei.net/u/d-i- Health
IR B e ) e A U A ) market contain preservatives. Doctors advice use with 34845 .htm information
SRIRES S . AR, R caution.” When you feel that your eyes are tired and
; {;; . 2 Tj*i% L 25 /K Sk 22 " uncomfortable, would you relieve your discomfort with http://hunan.sina.com.cn/news/s/20
gi,) E\g;%%%’# H Ol eye drops? Ophthalmologists say that, 90% of eye 12-12-16/085930272.html
T o AT Gl iﬁ\ drops available in the market contain preservatives. And
EJ; 90 A’U‘J:E‘/‘] Eﬁéﬁﬂ(i’/ja additives such as preservatives are toxic to the ocular
AT, T JE AR R surface and is harmful to the health of the eyes. If used
xR A=, AR T inappropriately, eye drops may lead to chronic
IRES . A Y, conjunctivitis and blepharitis, and may exacerbate “dry
A Re L8] RIBELE 4 eye syndrome” [keratoconjunctivitis sicca].
W2 45, InETFIRAE”. http://t.cn/zjo3dbq
http://t.cn/zjo3dbq
[8 Fivi i ) iR EE 1 (1) | “Eight conditions in which contact lens should not be 3 (4%) http://www.b086.com/info_902.ht | Alternative
- BR B I 7 A Pl AR o used.” (1) Long distance cycling: lens will harden and m health
SR R Y e I 7 . ) : :
damage cornea; (2) Contact lens are not suitable during information

155 £ 55,2 2o S Ta) IR s
ANHBFE,QE N H A
MR BESE, SRR N 5 5¢
i (@ Fesls CALIRIE L IR 62
B 53 7K I 1592, (B) 2 A BBk
RESESS Ll RO I
W IR BB 2B

1 (7) P P i SR T 5 IR M9

menstrual period, as intraocular pressure is high; (3)
When one has a cold, it often comes with retinal
inflammation. Using contact lens will exacerbate the
inflammation; (4) Wearing contact lens during flights
will easily lead to retinal edema and ulceration; (5)
Wearing contact lens during pregnancy may lead to
acute cornea damage; (6) Wearing contact lens when
one is swimming, bacteria will attach to the lens; (7)
Wearing contact lens when one is using computers may
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http://guangbaobei.net/u/d-i-34845.htm
http://guangbaobei.net/u/d-i-34845.htm
http://hunan.sina.com.cn/news/s/2012-12-16/085930272.html
http://hunan.sina.com.cn/news/s/2012-12-16/085930272.html
http://www.b086.com/info_902.htm
http://www.b086.com/info_902.htm

E@BFFWY 551 HrE

ZEIRR -

easily lead to blepharospasm; (8) In Spring, wearing
contact lens may easily lead to allergic conjunctivitis.

[ E 250X ] AEBRATTHY
BHE LA =R

E, AR, KRR, K
TH NTNED. B, RUR
HE % D50 IR % 5 M 2Lk 45
fEESE, KA AT s — 1)
AT RHRIE BURER o 1 HR I
BTN, BRI
K=ATUEM IR IT7iEE
CIS IR N eSS o]t

A, AR

“Wonderful acupuncture points that can recover sight”
On our thumb, there are three acupuncture points that
are adjacent to each other, they are Mingyan, Fengyan
and Dakonggu (see figure below). Mingyan and
Fengyan can improve eye tiredness and acute
conjunctivitis, while Dakonggu can improve all eye-
related symptoms. People whose eyes are easily tired,
can stimulate these three acupuncture points two times
daily. This method can also help inhibit the
development of senile cataract. Children, help [your]
parents to learn this method!

4 (5%)

http://wenku.baidu.com/view/06bb

dd0a52ea551810a687af.html

Alternative
health
information /
Traditional
Chinese
Medicine
(Acupunc-
ture points)
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http://wenku.baidu.com/view/06bbdd0a52ea551810a687af.html
http://wenku.baidu.com/view/06bbdd0a52ea551810a687af.html

36. Leprosy
Figure S36. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Leprosy” (f/X\) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on February 4, 2012.

Peak Date: February 4, 2012
Total count: 25
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Summary: In the evening of February 3, 2012, Inspire China (Gandong Zhongguo) 2011 annual award ceremony was broadcasted on China Central Television.
One of the awardees was Zhang Pingyi. Zhang Pingyi was a Taiwanese reporter-philanthropist who raised money to build a school for kids whose parents were

leprosy patients in a rural village in Yuexi County, Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan Province. (News reference: http://news.xinhuanet.com/tw/2012-

02/03/c_122654869.htm). This accounted for 24 out of 25 Weibo posts created on February 4, 2012. Twelve of the 24 posts were re-posts of news articles.
Another twelve were comments on this event, of nine were complementary. Of these, eight mentioned “Helping kids with leprosy, eleven years as a day. If we
can persist for 10 years, China for sure will become a more open, transparent and egalitarian.” (See Table S36) However, one comment was sarcastic: “On the
section on the Taiwanese journalist visiting the leprosy village at Liangshan, supporting the construction of a school there for several years, my comment is that
the authors want to express a close relationship between the Mainland and Taiwan. What an irony! Is our country short of money? Is our country short of civil
servants?” (575 2Z1CE FA LGRS LA — H LB - WEFEBERIRKENERZ - EEERAVINA] | FREZERERID ? 2055105 ?)
This stand-alone comment at least shows that there was an individual who could read and be openly sarcastic about the political overture behind the script of this

event.

Table S36. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Leprosy” (/X)) on February 4, 2012,

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
Inspire China 2011 award ceremony 24 (96%)
o FiZH[E 2011 Z£E AWFEE >>“F) Inspire China 2011 annual awardees 12(48%) http://news.cntv.cn/program/xwlb/ | Entertain-
ZRE2011 FEEEAT 2R 8 3 Fi(E | revealed >> “Inspire China”™: 2011 award 20120203/120740.shtml ment (TV
HLE A S S SR - “fR3sia g | ceremony was broadcasted in China Central http://news.cntv.cn/china/2012020 | show)
[ e , ~ e | Television Comprehensive Channel on the 3/123881.shtml
S5 BRI X Y &8 . . - . .
\ e At evening of the 3. “The most beautiful mum http://news.cntv.cn/china/2012020
LALIRFEFIHRE. Wu Juping and the Taiwanese philanthropist 3/122929.shtml

Zhang PingYi who has changed the leprosy News about an award ceremony, in

village in the mountains etc. were awarded. which a philanthropist who worked

in a village of leprosy patients was
awarded
il il 12(48% Original Weib t P 1

[3 +—FE—H > BRI ZE - @ Helping kids with leprosy, eleven years as (48%) rieihal ebo pos Cs;?;n;t on
AT R+ > hENE— & | aday. If we can persist for 10 years, China for the awardee
AFFEIE St sure will become a more open, transparent and Zhang Pingyi

egalitarian.
Other Weibo posts 1 (4%)
ERIEEEEEINEVRXUERT » 3X | 1 visited the leprosy village in the Yi Ethnic 1(4%) Original post from someone’s Personal
A AR BRI s » &K | autonomous preferecture at Liangshan. The Renren public page (equivalent to experience

SEIEKHR - TRl - A EREF

elderly there, because of lack of senses at the
extremities, they are easily scalded when they

Facebook) (not related to the
award ceremony)
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http://news.xinhuanet.com/tw/2012-02/03/c_122654869.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/tw/2012-02/03/c_122654869.htm
http://news.cntv.cn/program/xwlb/20120203/120740.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/program/xwlb/20120203/120740.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/china/20120203/123881.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/china/20120203/123881.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/china/20120203/122929.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/china/20120203/122929.shtml

B AFHCAABRLG LT » TRAFNE NI
HONSH - BAXETHNE
& RS B B
T o BRIV X ZE T AR X R
Wy ATy > AR R — X
THARSHAVINAHIEEH,

used open fire for heating. They often require
nurses to help them treat their scalds. When I
help treating the scald of that old man, I learn
from him that he has a regret all his life, which
is the mis-printing of his name on his identity
card. Perhaps they will never leave this
mountain. But they want is simply a
recognition and respect for their citizenship
status.

http://page.renren.com/600904829/
channel-photoshow-
5549797411#5549797411
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http://page.renren.com/600904829/channel-photoshow-5549797411#5549797411
http://page.renren.com/600904829/channel-photoshow-5549797411#5549797411
http://page.renren.com/600904829/channel-photoshow-5549797411#5549797411

37. Typhus
Figure S37. Daily count of Weibo posts that contained the keyword for “typhus” (BEZ{E2E) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or
more.
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Content analysis was performed for all Weibo posts in 2012 in our database that mentioned the keyword for “typhus”. There were a total of 14 posts in the whole
of 2012.
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Whole year of 2012.
Total count: 14

Summary: Of the 14 posts that mentioned the keyword for “typhus” (BF12{53E) in the whole year of 2012, four were a quote from the movie Schindler’s List and
two were about the history of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. Another five different Weibo posts were health information about various diseases
(including typhus). One post was about the death of a footballer. According to that post, he died of typhus. There are two other posts that mentioned typhus but

did not fall into our five categories.

Table S37. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “typhus” (BEZ55€) in the whole year of 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Notes Category
MR B 3RS T —38 Y2 5F » {RF17E | They cast a spell on you, you know, the Jews. 4 (28.57%) | This is a quote from Entertain-
g s SEAC A o MORFIMA R SEdTHE TAE When. you work close.ly with them, .like I dp, you Schindler's List by Amon ment.

F o BRERTR IR L8 o i TR sSee thls.f They have th}s fpow::lr. I.t'ls1 hhk.e a .VlrusTh Goeth. (movie)
Py s err 1 bt ome of my men are infected with this virus. They

Eb% E;{i{%mﬁﬂ \ ﬁ%ﬁﬂ?)\ﬁ‘jﬁ%}iﬁ should be pitied, not punished. They should

Eﬁiﬂ*T : ﬂgﬂ]g‘iﬁﬁ %\’ ﬁz: receive treatment because this is as real as typhus.

AR o MTIROZREZETT NNEMEL | - Schindler's List

REGBLS (FIE — R E L - (18

By )

[EFE/RZEE]Y B 1901 FLISE » % | “The road of the medical Nobel prize” Since 1901, | 2 (14.29%) | http://songshuhui.net/?s=%E5 | Health
JURABSHESLEOME T 103K - the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has %8C%BB%ES5%AD%A6%ES | education
ST R ZE T R been awarded 103 times. The French doctor who %AF%BA%ES%B4%9D%ES | (History of
gf}%?%@f ;%ifﬁig)ﬁ%%@ﬂ;%;g eliminate typhus (1028), the Dutch doctor Eijkman %B0%94%E4%B9%8B%E8% thc? Ngbel
B 5 R %% é@ o éﬂﬂ;ﬁ (1929 %% ) » and the British scientist Hopkins who studied B7%AF Prize in
Eﬂj’?tfﬁﬂfﬁgﬂ?l&%ﬁﬁtflﬁ?ﬂﬂH@ﬁﬁ%j%@f Kitglll)lins (1929), thg German sol(fiier Warburg who Physiology

=X ke ; ad been nominated three times for his research on or
=RIERAZHWEEE L /R (1931 | mitochondrial respiratory chain and tumor cells Medicine)
) EEAEEET (1931). Nobel history stories series:
—http://t.cn/zI0BhZD http://t.cn/zI0BhZD
EHITI O] FEH KAV E © o IyFr[AE | Harms that insect bites may bring: e Insects may 5(35.71%) | Note: 5 entirely different Health
HEESEET B PR o e Il EI L | carry malaria, dengue and other diseases. @ Flies health information Weibo information

PRI RN T - BT R
IiE ~ {53EHE ~ BELAVRIR - ARTESE
RIS © © BRI LAGTREE - o
AT AR HEIE ~ FTH - o 7
B ATRESS - (G TR PRI - BIAIE AL
BB AEEEFSHKIRE R -

can transmit diseases via contacts. They can be the
sources of sleeping sickness, typhoid or cholera.
Sometimes they may carry virus that causes
dysentery. ® Fleas may transmit plague. ® Lice
can spread typhus and relapsing fever. ® Ticks can
also carry and transmit diseases, such as Rocky
Mountain spotted fever. This disease is very

posts. The one on the left is
just a representative.
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common in very parts of the United States.

[EREFERIUAE ¥ EfrEERa £Ek | “Club owed four month salary Paraguayan player 1 (7.14%) Original Weibo post News of a
EIRZALEHR]) %o FEIE Ry | had no money to seek treatment Died in case of
SRR R | TR R (5 22 Inl(lionelsia”df"arafuellygn fogtbaﬂer Diego Meridieta, ‘E}Sfphus

, - e N who played in the Indonesian League, recently ports
%ﬂ {’\[ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ﬂﬁi DKﬁAgﬁm 4N died of typhus. His club owed him his salary for 4 news)
T 7 Ko Umﬁ?fmﬂﬁ%%fﬁ > HIETHAE months, and so he did not have money to receive
323 e treatment. When he died, he was only 32 years old.
Others 2 (14.29%)
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38. Leishmaniasis
Figure S38. Daily count of Weibo posts that mentioned the keyword for “leishmaniasis”(Z#p5) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers
or more.
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As the total number of Weibo posts was very small, content analysis was performed for Weibo posts of the whole year of 2012.
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Whole year of 2012
Total count =24

Summary: Of the 24 Weibo posts that mentioned “leishmaniasis” (2£#7%) in the whole year of 2012, 13 posts were promotional materials about Médecins Sans
Frontieres medical work on leishmaniasis, three posts about medical history, two about health insurance in Gansu Province, five about health information, and

one personal comment.

Table S38. Sample Weibo posts mentioning the keyword for “leishmaniasis” (R F#%) in 2012

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) | Sources / References / Category
Notes
3H 1S HEE M BHEH” » BHE | March 15 is the first “Leishmaniasis Day”. 13 This sample Weibo post Health
X ZRE N PESEE 0 2 76 NE Leishmaniasis, this neglected tropical disease, is (54.17%) contained a link to the information
FHIR LN SESHSE AT AIE endemic in 76 countries, causing 50,000 deaths globally. Meédecins Sans Frontieres (MSF work
T SRR RS T - H The’ challenges it brings are different depe?nding on the Hong Kong website . on 1§isl}-
B e 2 B B 75 Hﬁ% B environment. However, generally, whom it affects http://www.msf.org.hk/inde | maniasis)
= o AEjI;/’E \Ei* I3 RIHE globally are always the poorest and the weakest people. x.php?option=com_content
[ - HARBERGET 0 JLPRTERA | 1 untreated, nearly every patient will die. Please click &view=article&id=1508 &It
H=IET » BRI SEESRE | immediately and care about leishmaniasis. emid=9&lang=sc
[ ERAGR » R A S HUEEE | http://t.en/zOJlghn
1236 http://t.cn/z0J1gln Note: This is a group of 13
different posts promoting
MSF work on leishmaniasis.
#HA SRS # FREELINVT EFEE # Today in history # Our country’s famous tropical 3 (12.50%) | Note: a group of different Health
FANEE T APEE 0 1901 4E4 medicine experts Zhong Huilan died. Zhong Huilan, Weibo posts about medical information
FIRER (SHE) A - 1939 4F1F born in 1901, was from Jiaying (now Meixian), history that mentioned (medical
Guangdong. In 1939, in China, he was first to leishmaniasis history)

ENEXEIR - A~ BSAERYE
AT ERIR % - BAEEE NS

VTS ~ FENSMTRD G EH T E
TR - 1987 42 H 6 HAHHHE -

demonstrate the relationship between dogs, humans and
sandflies in the transmission of leishmaniasis,
advocating the use of marrow puncture to inspect the
presence of Leishmania. He had made significant
contribution to the prevention, early diagnosis, and

treatment of leishmaniasis. He died on February 6, 1987.

ME RS DAETIRE > el
A~ RETHR ~ AERER - B4
A~ ST~ BLEE  FmEE ~
T JEEES O Mt AT 0 A
2012 FHIAURIT EAFEST T TISRITR

Informed by the Gansu Provincial Health Bureau, our
province has included 9 diseases that are endemic there
(Keshan disease, Kashin—Beck disease, brucellosis,
leishmaniasis, cretinism, echinococciosis, skeletal
fluorosis, arsenic poisoning and malaria) into 2012 new
rural cooperative healthcare outpatient special diseases

2 (8.33%)

http://xb.gansudaily.com.cn/
system/2012/02/02/0123553
69.shtml

Social issue
(health
insurance)
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http://www.msf.org.hk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1508&Itemid=9&lang=sc
http://www.msf.org.hk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1508&Itemid=9&lang=sc
http://www.msf.org.hk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1508&Itemid=9&lang=sc
http://www.msf.org.hk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1508&Itemid=9&lang=sc

RIPSEEANMESOE > AMEAR RS
2 AAMET FHAYIRAELLG 70%
BAEE RIMEETIZ Y 1000

JT ° http://t.cn/zO0qldd5

general compensation scheme. There was no co-
payment. The proportion of reimbursement is 70%. The
annual cumulative maximum amount of reimbursement
is 1000 yuan.

[E ) EivmEidt AlGRIRIE] F | “The first leishmaniasis vaccine enters clinical trial” 5(20.83%) | Note: a group of different Health
HE8mAE ST » EhW RS There are §evera1 .for.m.s of leishmaniasis, of which Weibo pqstg that mentioned | information
R « R TEST  JLT visceral leishmaniasis is the worst. If untreated, nearly leishmaniasis

2tz . e % | everyone will die within 2 years. A non-profit
jgifi\ J Ei?uﬁg/ h?_?iﬁ% Infectious Disease Research Institute has prepared to

vTIRE . el jL i begin a human vaccine trial. This vaccine may put

J(EHBRI ;%f%f}:%{;i EIJJE EEIJEQJ;Z\;Z{; leishmaniasis into history. http://t.cn/zZ0byNx3
G MR A REE A SRR
[Fi 52 < http://t.cn/zObyNx3
Others 1 (4.17%) Personal

comment
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39. Echinococciosis
Figure S39. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “echinococciosis” (£5H %) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of March 21, 2012.
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Peak Date: March 21, 2012
Total count: 113

Summary: All of the 113 Weibo posts mentioning “echinococciosis” (214 J%), on March 21, 2012, are related to the news of a case of echinococciosis. Of these
113 posts, 105 were news reports or reposts thereof, and the other 8 were personal comments. Since echinococciosis is a rare disease, the news about a young
lady paralyzed by a parasite generated a lot of attention on a single day.

Table S39. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “echinococciosis” (£ H %) on March 21, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
A case of echinococciosis 113 (100%) News about
a case
[/V>4 78 e IR 5¢ R | “Young girl’s bone was eaten by worms leading 105 (98%) http://hebei.sina.com.cn/health/ynb | News about
HR) D/ NEERESR TRE | to paralysis May be infected via pets”. Young /2012-03-21/12269.html a case
B 0 BEAE I 4 e 5 ER Y lady Little Zhou got a strange disease leading to
W - Efﬂ% . B0 K paraplegia. D}i)ctors sp;cula(‘;ed tllllat when she
) . | was young, she was infected wit
= HER L
A ?E‘_;‘\élg Eﬂg\ 1‘? > Eji?ﬁn‘:i: echinococciosis via pets kept at home, leading to
fﬁ?’i*ﬁuﬁ‘ o 0 BETR %,D:{[:EH}E bones eaten up by parasites. It is reported that
TEVRILAREAEIR | FARJE > 7N | Little Zhou had a high fever every half a year
AWE BHFCAESE T HITHE » (K | since the age of 14. At last, the disease
}-T I E ) http://t.en/z0J39Hw exacerbated and she could not stand with her
right leg and was left paralyzed in bed. After
surgery, Little Zhou recovered and can now walk
with the help of tools. (Da Yang Net —
Guangzhou Daily) http://t.cn/zOJ39Hw
HF B B st e B L SRAY - Echinococciosis is caused by it! /@[user] 8 (7%) Original Weibo post Personal
/l@[user] 4 EITEAERLD ! Dreadful echinococcus! comments on
the case
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http://hebei.sina.com.cn/health/ynb/2012-03-21/12269.html
http://hebei.sina.com.cn/health/ynb/2012-03-21/12269.html

40. Filariasis
Figure S40. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “filariasis” (22 %) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for the Weibo posts on the dual peak dates of August 9-10, 2012.

Summary: The peak of Weibo posts that contained the keyword “filariasis” (22 H4%) on August 9 and 10, 2012, consisted of 10 posts over two days (5 posts each
day). Nine of the 10 posts were health education posts about four mosquito-borne diseases: epidemic encephalitis B, malaria, dengue and filariasis.
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Peak Date: August 9, 2012
Total count: 5

Table S40A. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “filariasis”( 22 %) on August 9, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
[ I T S BB EE ] 1~ JRITHEZ | “After bitten by mosquitoes what diseases 4(80%) http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012 | Health
Bk % 5T )% EEEETH TG | are we likely to get” -07-20/09563539.html education
W IEURE 2 B R 1. Eliliderill?;:dencers)halitis B. The caslics Ere
p L TR = usually children. Severe cases usually have
{/Efﬁ{iﬁi\fﬂﬁn 7::\ fiﬁé%ffix §B|7\] o | sequelae. Case fatality rate is high. 2.
fE 3 3 EE*EEEE‘E HU%{%%% Malaria. Clinical symptoms and onset
& [EERIERS 5 4~ 2005 FUHER patterns are irregular. Severe malaria can
RIANEHR - AE - EHGTVRER K infect internal organs. 3. Dengue fever and
e~ HEEPR 5B 7K o dengue hemorrhagic fever. The case fatality
ratio of the former is low while that of the
latter is high. 4. Filariasis. Early symptoms
include fever and allergy. Later, it may
easily lead to elephantiasis, chyluria or
ascites.
F& @[userl] 2267 » XPAREFELEZE | Reply @[userl] Filariasis. This is not a 1(20%) Original Weibo Post Personal
0 > ZFEEEARERASYEE - joke. Hope that doctors can provide a comment

/l@[userl] DARGEATINSHEXAEDT - K
A4 KRB | //@[user2] WIS 0 T &S
& EAENE o S AMUE AR
iAo

method for disinfection. /@[userl ]|When
we were small, we also played like that.
Adults said that we would get
elephantiasis! /@[user2] Just consulted a
doctor. Disinfection after washing, first use
iodine and then use alcohol to de-iodinate.
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http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012-07-20/09563539.html
http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012-07-20/09563539.html

Peak Date: August 10, 2012
Total count: 5

Table S40B. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “Filariasis” (22 H¥%) on August 10, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
[ I T S BB EE ] 1~ JRITHEZ | “After bitten by mosquitoes what diseases 5 (100%) http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012 | Health
Bk % 5T )% EEEETH TG | are we likely to get” -07-20/09563539.html education

BHE © FECTRE 2~ JEE IRAREIRATE
TEERIA — » BHERRIEAN

fIE 3~ BEARIGE MR JiEmR
& > [EEPILRE © 4~ 2255 FHER
RINER - IHE > FEHSPRER K
it~ FLBEPR SHE K,

1. Epidemic encephalitis B. The cases are
usually children. Severe cases usually have
sequelae. Case fatality rate is high. 2.
Malaria. Clinical symptoms and onset
patterns are irregular. Severe malaria can
infect internal organs. 3. Dengue fever and
dengue hemorrhagic fever. The case fatality
ratio of the former is low while that of the
latter is high. 4. Filariasis. Early symptoms
include fever and allergy. Later, it may
easily lead to elephantiasis, chyluria or
ascites.
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http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012-07-20/09563539.html
http://gd.sina.com.cn/news/jk/2012-07-20/09563539.html

41. Diarrhea
Figure S41. Daily count of Weibo posts that mentioned the keyword for “diarrhea” (85) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000 followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for Weibo posts generated on the peak date of June 14, 2012.

Peak Date: June 14, 2012
Total count: 454
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Summary: Of the 454 Weibo posts that mentioned “diarrhea” (fi5) on June 14, 2012, 242 (53%) were about news of cases of diarrhea, 28 cases (6%) of health
education/information, 162 (36%) alternative health information/Traditional Chinese Medicine, 4 (0.9%) advertisements, and 18 (4%) personal comments.

Of the 242 posts about news of diarrheal cases, 196 about two diarrheal cases after consuming ham sausages produced by a famous Chinese meat processing
company. Another 24 were about a diarrheal case after drinking milk. Another 14 posts were about a funny video about a diarrheal case in a swimming pool.
Another 7 posts were about a diarrheal case after consuming mixed ingredient porridge produced by a famous Chinese company. Finally there was one post

about a case of a baby having diarrhea due to consuming milk that was not infant formula.

There had been many Weibo posts providing health information about diarrhea, from how to avoid diarrhea but abstaining certain food to how to manage infant’s
diarrhea. However, we categorized many of these posts as alternative health information/Traditional Chinese Medicine (n=163), as the information contained
therein (or at least part of that) might not fit well with a modern medical understanding of diarrhea and its prevention. Many of those posts were related to food,
e.g. what to eat and what not to eat in the summer. The very existence of these posts — created or re-posted by Weibo users with 1000 or more followers —
indicated that people were interested in how to stay healthy by choosing the right type of food to consume.

Table S41. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword “diarrhea” (f8¥5) on June 14, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that English translation / description Count (%) Sources / References / Notes Category
day
News of cases of diarrhea 242 (53.30%)

OB R A BH . 2 fr

“Maggots appeared in Shuanghui ham. After eating,

196 (43.17%)

http://news.cntv.cn/society/201206

News of two

G2k tRr=Y db kst pregnany woman experienced threatened abortign” Mr. 14/ 10020§.§htm1 . cases of
e TE )26 T S 00 K Zhang of Beijing boggh‘F two bag.s of Shuanghm ham Shuanghul is a maj or.meat. diarrhea
W 1545 Lh 3 sausage from Wumei. His elder sister and his daughter, processing company in China.

W, SIAAIL)LIZ)G 5 i after eating the ham sausage, both experienced diarrhea

{}Eﬁ E'Eﬂiﬁﬂh B 51 and vomiting symptoms. It even triggered a threatened

JEEYJILFL o \Iﬁﬁ)ﬁi’ Tﬁ:ﬁ abortion for his elder sister. In the industry and

Tl ALK -, #£78 | commerce bureau, after the ham sausages of the same

—RE¥HHICH T B batch have been unpacked and left for a day, there were

H. XUCIEIRN, HAGEER white maggots crawling all over the sausages.

A RIS I T B Shuanghui responded that, it could happen that in the

Y . process of circulation or storage, the packages were

{& M. http://t.cn/zZWPsoS1
broken. http://t.cn/zZWPsoS1

[ 52 4= O 0 21 W00 2 “Mengniu Deluxe Milk causes diarrhea for a consumer” | 24 (5.29%) http://health.sohu.com/20120613/n | News of

FREFY o E L AT Is the dairy industry in China experiencing its best 345526560.shtml cases of

epoch? On June 9, Ms. Li, a citizen of Jinan, Shandong, diarrhea

IEACFE R AT I AR? 6 H 9
Ho 2R G R L
KIMET3IA10H R

bought a box of Mengniu Deluxe Milk, that was
produced on March 10 with a preservation period of 6
months. After drinking the milk, her family experienced
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http://news.cntv.cn/society/20120614/100206.shtml
http://news.cntv.cn/society/20120614/100206.shtml

JA 6 N H R ARG o5k
Wy, FNEEIREA L. 5
eSS N R L
NE 258, B ER 10
Fo AR
http://t.cn/zZWPn3iB

non-stop diarrhea. Mengniu at Jinan expressed that they
will compensate Ms. Li with one box of milk. Later
they increased the compensation to two boxes. At the
end, they agreed to a compensation of 10 boxes.
According to People’s Net http://t.cn/zZWPn3iB

CHEAY A2kt SRR ,
BIARE T, KRN, &
PR
http://t.cn/zZWPsApS

“Video” Sudden diarrhea in a swimming pool. The guy
is not calm. This is a brilliant guy. The very end is the
focus... http://t.cn/zZWPsApS

14 (3.08%)

http://www.tudou.com/programs/vi
ew/i5ImZq6XINE/?resourceld=92
873908 08 12 99&rpid=9287390
8

A funny
video about a
case of
diarrhea

[ ma s J\ £ o 5T B MEARAIE “Wahaha cannot guarantee the quality of its mixed 7 (1.54%) http://finance.china.com.cn/consu | News related
fF PR o] B 2 FE Y DA s ] 1ngred1enF ponidge Problem SOl}l'[lOIl is primarily me/tbch/20120613/798446.shtml to a case of
BRI A A B B3 T )\ “exchar}glng porridge with porridge™” .The frequently J\ %éﬂ@(Babéozh(‘)u) is a porridge diarrhea
S A, AR T T complained Wahaha Lpngan .see:i porridge had . or congee with a mixture of

BBV - I p.rob.lems again. A petlzen said, “Once opeped, it looks ingredients. Its name can be
Ja ST 4 . like jelly. After eating two cans of the porridge, an translated literally, as “porridge
PR B ONEOL. "7 elderly person experienced diarrhea and nausea.” The with eight treasures”.
DT NFRT™ b i SR [ 38 local sales person-in-charge said that there was no
A2 8-10 HFEEME S JUE S | quality problem with the product and proposed a
Rk . MLRTIZAS N RPL | compensation of 8-10 cans of Wahaha mixed ingredient
B, MRS . YERL. porridge to settle the dispute. Previously, this product
Q?/tf:/prfé; o wlas found dfrequentl}}/1 wit/l} stra/n%; }ElJnanX cigarette butts,

plastics and worms. http://t.cn/z N

[ R ESFE A iy 24 2L “A shop assistant mistook pregnant women formula for | 1 (0.22%) http://www.qianyecao.com/news/s | News about
LK S 2 55 4 A B ok | infant formula and sold it to consumers. This led to hipinanquan/10029.html a case of
EREERLEYEH, —F continuous diarrhea of a 4-month-old baby.” Recently, a diarrhea
WA s R B " shop assistant of a milk powder shop mistook pregnant
1?/3 %?ﬁ}g . ﬂ%mgiﬁﬂ 2% women formula for infant formula and sold it to
Sifis) L%f{ itk o ;‘ S " consumers. This led to continuous diarrhea of a 4-

G 5@[ 4 ‘LH j(é‘) ‘L%E’ | month-old baby. Even after delivery to the hospital, its

PG IE AL, AR condition has not improved. Regarding this case,

BEva T ARk, XTUt®E | experts said that if babies and young children drink the

F RN EEL LK A ok wrong formula for a long time, this will lead to

TMELSIETE, G 7 i diarrhea, and may cause other physiological disorders.

Bl R T EE, http://t.cn/zZWhxxzO

http://t.cn/zZWhxxzO

Health education / Health 27 (5.95%)

information
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http://finance.china.com.cn/consume/tbch/20120613/798446.shtml
http://finance.china.com.cn/consume/tbch/20120613/798446.shtml

[P HIEERFER 3 KE 5] | “3 main points to take care of babies experiencing 6 (1.32%) http://baby.163.com/10/0401/11/63 | Health
AbK: JgBi 1k 5= B diarrhea’? 1. Rehydratiqn: To prevent ballbies. from 6BTEM700262125.html education
KNG, TLLAIEVE 525200 dehydration, one can give babies experiencing diarrhea

R ) to drink glucose salt water (plain sugar water is also

i%ﬁ;jﬂ 7%{?\*?;%%1 - OK). 2. To keep them warm. Parents can duly use hot

) %J; éﬁ?ﬁ: o j‘; water bag as a heating pad for the baby’s stomach, and
R Z“ﬁifﬂgﬁgﬁﬁ can massage the baby’s stomach, to relieve its pain. 3.
AHL WA DI RFREM | Everything that the sick baby has used, including
T, DM, QP nappies, should be duly washed and disinfected, to
B B EE SR A PEE avoid cross-infection.
NG AT I F AL P
DA R AT SO

[“hifit 7 =& ARk )Y B | “The peak of diarrhea has arrived” As summer is 5 (1.10%) http://www.morningpost.com.cn/sz | Health
BERSk, KEFE, A approaching, the temperfiture increases,.oqr city' has b/html1/2012- education
L N i T Y T e also reached the epidemic peak of enteric infections. 06/12/content _166028.htm
W, FEETNIEE, it The primary symptom is diarrhea, also known as Note: “84 disinfectant” is a generic
ol e UE’E * - {“j;H i “pulling the stomach” [in lay Chinese terms]. Yesterday, name given to a type of
é EME ° ’ jﬁ AT the municipal Center for Disease Control and disinfectant first developed by
LA RETIT AN £ FH J T 2E Prevention advises citizens not to eat rotten food. If one Beijing Ditan Hospital in 1984.

e —HER, A% is sick, do not treat yourself with antibiotics. Visit an
ITIRABTE RIGYT, ERR enteric disease outpatient clinic as soon as possible.
BN mE T T2 E; H Utensils used by the patient should be disinfected with
NS B F LT P R o breaching powder or “84 disinfectant”.

84 45155

[ 25 F5 0 /N FE T W “Staying up late frequently. Beware of inflammatory 3 (0.66%) Original Weibo post Health
SR ] SR . K. bowel disease” Staying up late frequently, long-term education
WLRE . KSR s, Rl tiredness, smoking and fine dining etc., are major
Bl g g P 1 e T reasons that can trigger inflammatory bowel disease.
miﬁ {_IE giﬁg@?g%ﬁg The common symptoms are diarrhea and stomach ache,
= L N ; 0 PRI and even blood stool. In their daily lives, patients
fﬁi, E§ 2> HH 3 I A5 . ZJE H should pay attention to regulate their diets. They should
WAETET, BETEVER | uphold the rules to eat food that is soft, easy to digest
T, EEERK. 5 and of high nutrition values. They should eat more
WAk, EEFERENL], D frequently but with less quantity, as well as in constant
2%, EREE. volume in a regular manner.

BEZ BB EIE1%/EM%? EZ | Babies having diarrhea in the summer. How should we 3 (0.66%) Original Weibo post Health
BEER. = NEERE use medication? Summer is the epidemic peak of education

MERBABAKIME: R

diarrhea. When babies experience diarrhea, one should

156



http://www.morningpost.com.cn/szb/html/2012-06/12/content_166028.htm
http://www.morningpost.com.cn/szb/html/2012-06/12/content_166028.htm
http://www.morningpost.com.cn/szb/html/2012-06/12/content_166028.htm

HA S, R, B
e AR ™ B, EESL RN
BEAMRGFRI R EIRE, 159k
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7.

observe if there is any sign of dehydration, such as little
or no tear when crying, little urine, which indicates a
severe dehydration, which will require immediate fluid
infusion. If breast-fed babies experience diarrhea,
please continue breast feeding. For babies that were fed
with cow milk, one can dilute it a little bit, or change it
to lactose-free infant formulae (formulae for babies
with diarrhea). For babies that are older, we recommend
to stop feeding with milk and eggs. Just eat some
congee or noodles will be fine, and take some anti-
diarrhea medication.

S Ay, WiEE LG TR ZR4E | In May, Hunan Province reports 8 types of Class C 3 (0.66%) http://hn.qq.com/a/20120614/0000 | Health
YL 8 Fh 53698 14, FET: 33 infectious diseases, 53,698 cases with 33 deaths (hand- 90.htm information
Bl (R, 305 R .foo.t(-land-moutlll diﬁease). The to}r; 5 (;ii;easgs indterms Ef (Ofﬁc.ial ]
Do o Ny ; incident cases 1n the report are: hand-foot0-and-mout: statistics o
EE;; 1;? E/J‘\iﬁiq]éj}im ng? s disease (47,663 cases), mumps (2864 cases), other diarrhea in
A 0'}&? N ”i diarrheal diseases (1914 cases), rubella (695 cases), Hunan

2864 B, FUB ALV influenza (387 cases), a total of 53,523 cases, Province)
1914 §5l. X2 695 1. ¥itAT | accounting for 99.69% of incident cases of Class C
PEEE 387 4], JLdRT 53523 | infectious diseases this month.
B, A RRAE G R
KIS H 99.69%.
EEBERNITTEAT: How one can handle a baby with diarrhea: 1(0.22%) Link to this post: Health
http://t.cn/zWhwpzS (S &3k | http:/t.cn/zZWhwpzS (Source: Parents’ road) http://fumulu.com/post/112.html education
H: XERE
A BE I AARFCH TR 1Y Yoghurt can help improve the human body’s ability to 1 (0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
By, (RiEACIE, EIRIE defend itself against illness. It helps improve education
7, AR R I e B AR L metabolism, energizes the body, keep the eyes healthy
B2 WS SL RS I and maintain thse beauty of the skin. The lactobacillus in
LA P AR — 2 yoghurt and their metabolites have certain health effects
o X on the human body. They are beneficial to the body as
ORAEFER, AR 4ERE A they maintain the stability and balance of the normal
Jo i A IE W R R A S E AP bacterial flora in the human intestines and can help
5, PiiafEWmmgs. % prevent constipation and diarrhea. British doctors think
HERIZE AN, WEIRE N — that consumption of some cheese at meals helps prevent
SRS, 45 BT By b S, caries and increase the calcium content of the surface of
HUINF 3 2 1 2 4 B the tecth.

[EEHIX 10 PER WA | “If kids experience these 10 symptoms, they should be 1 (0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
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E2EY 1. HPUKIE 40 75 | delivered to emergency care” 1. Fever, approaching 40 education
2. WL QR T R, 2 | degrees [Celcius]. 2. Cough sound like bamboo and

3. Bgh) LRIt 4, — shortness of l?reath. 3.. Infants and toddles .exper.ience

RIGTEAE 4 VK5 WP B e severe vomiting. 4. Diarrhea over 4 times in a single

I day. 5. leﬁf:ulty or shor.tness of breath. 6. .

TN UL A A Hematamesis, hemoptysis, blood in the stool, bleeding

s W R 2 A S L7 not caused by injury and bleeding caused by injury. 7.

TG IE 3 738158 . WX | Seizures for over 3 minutes. 8. Dehydration when

BV I K9 Sk Az experiencing fever, vomiting or diarrhea. 9. Head

15:10 ZHAMGE. {#FE>xyE: | injury. 10. Accidental injury. Pay attention to health.

[ fits Y IF-RZ 0 5 205 P A “Preserved meat is tasty but do not eat too much. 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
AR Y WRSES AN Tk Beware of sodium nitrite poisoning” Sodium nitrite is education
o N0, 2%F 0. 5 industr.ial s;}[t. Ip;ake (.)f0.2. —logggla}{ leadtfo .

2p TS N poisoning. Manitestations include dizziness, fatigue,
?f Zﬁ % At iﬁﬁ_‘/ﬁt ;E%fjrijil shortness of breath, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
* Ezé » UL L“L“ & convulsions and coma. This may even be fatal.
LIS, ghiE. B, Furthermore, sodium nitrite is carcinogeneous. Newly
Efu A, AN R preserved kimchi contains sodium nitrite. Therefore, it
RN RBUEY) . B is best to consume kimchi after it had been preserved
W SE RS RS ER AN, Frbd for 15 days. By then the sodium nitrite contents would
WSS E RS H] 15 KRG £ have decreased gradually.
M, B R EMRER S B
BT

[BEEEF] "SRR TR “How one can manage diarrhea” The consumption of 1 (0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
W, ERIGAEY . RVERE left over food, or uncooked, unclean food, may easily education
Y, BEERAE L. lgad to acute gastroente.ritis. Doctors advise that after (oral
AR, G ELE dlarrhea,‘one should'drlnk more water, to avoid rehydration

e e dehydration and sodium and potassium electrolyte salt)
K, . B 1EE i K %D%\Vﬂ > %Eﬁ imbalance. At that moment, the most appropriate is to
HL 5 %EL; SEI LA 7e supplement with sugar-salt water (100 ml of water + 11
#HK (100 ZTHK+11 5HABE | gram of white sugar + 0.9 gram of salt). Furthermore,
+09 i) HANEH. 7 one can supplement oneself with vitamin B. It will help
Ah, TIESEMRE4E4EE B, A | regulate the functions of the nervous system, facilitate
B RS 2 TR . FE BN digestion and relieve fatigue.
. MBS .
NEEFRYE D, JLE Because in the summer children wear fewer clothes, 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
FEFRN R KRR, JLE and spend more time at home, 40% of injury among education

ESYL] 40% K EMEEZE,

children happen in the summer. Drowning, diarrhea
caused by food poisoning, scalding and bruises are
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common accidental injuries experienced by children in
the summer.

[% R N =Tk 3L s “Shelf life is around 3 to 5 day long. Drinking draft 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Health
MEATEHB]Y KBS, beer need to take note of the date of production.” In a education
LM B . (E R TS hot summer, many people prefer draft beer. But do you
S LR — i g A know that draft beer is not pasteurized, and their shelf
i AR AT, I life is relatively short, usually 3-5 days. Fresh draft beer
> RIS oA 2 tastes fresh, while draft beer that is no longer fresh will
DRI, —MRAE 3—5 taste like water used for dishwashing and will taste
Ko BrEFLmE CEIE I, A acidic. If it is consumed by mistake, it may lead to
ST PR U 2 L e 7K R symptoms such as diarrhea or enteritis. In severe cases,

WRVR. —HIRDG BAEE | . .

T it may be life-threatening. g http://t.cn/S4mDKP

Wy,

http://t.cn/S4mDKP

Alternative health 163 (35.90%)
information / Traditional

Chinese Medicine

[EHZFHA: B RZIGIRE “Keeping healthy in the summer: taboo of eating 36(7.93%) Original Weibo post Alternative
Y 1. BRI R D watermelon in the summer” 1. Diabetics should eat less health
W, 5T TS 2 S i watermelon, since after eating watermelon, the blood information /
B0 BINES ARG . S | Sue level will increase. 2. People who have renal Traditional
0 S SRR 3. REY] insufficiency. Eating watermelon would easily trigger Chinese

‘“‘A\ g E“@“’i T ? acute heart failure. 3. Early phase of common cold. Medicine

e ALK E A 17 0 B Eating watermelon would exacerbate the symptoms of

FERERC . 4. SR common cold or extend its duration. 4. Patients with

5. 7R, FRIENZ 2 TN mouth ulcers. 5. Pregnant women. If pregnant women

HREMEE ., 6. AEAEYR | eat many watermelons, their spleen and stomach would

T REN . 7. PiARE NS | be damaged because they are too cold. 6. Do not eat

miZ, SElEEK. B watermelon before meals or aft.er megls. 7. Do not eat

VE too many watermelons. This will easily lead to bloating

and diarrhea.

[ RERKE » FHEERR “Different fruits attend to the needs of different health 17(3.74%) Original Weibo post Alternative

EFEEEY 1 - AR« F | conditions” 1. Overworked mind: banana; 2. Overtired health
eye: papaya; 3. Bleeding gums: kiwi fruit; 4. A history information

&2 AR - BN
3 - PR - Bk
4 - DS - wAA

of heart disease: grapefruit; 5. Long-term smoking:
grape; 6. Muscle strain: pineapple; 7. To prevent
winkles: mango; 8. Inadequate supply of oxygen in the
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blood: cherry; 9. Diarrhea: apple; 10. Stomachache:
papaya; 11. Indigestion: pear, strawberry, loquat.

[ LZBEAANENZ0KEZ]Y 1 | “Which types of people should not eat ice-cream” 1. 10(2.20%) http://health.sina.com.cn/hc/2012- | Alternative
WA AT N DK hE People who would like to control body weight: The 06-14/071936477.shtml health
FSHT & B8R, X 51}11gar anq fgt inglrledielr(lts are l;igh in ice—;reazm.PThis information

2 25 . characteristic will make people to grow fat. 2. Pregnant
5 H“ﬁ%}\\gﬂ#;”z %ﬁ/ﬂ B ‘ women: Because the secretion of digestive juices and
7'9 %iﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁfg ‘{EJ Hﬁ‘]} /’Z digestive enzymes secretion decrease among pregnant
g, E R IREIRE, UK women, the functional capacity of the stomach and the
ol E W I8 SR 4 intestines decreases. Ice-cream will make the blood
HIERIETS; 3 #%F: UKL | vessels of the stomach and the intestines suddenly
%55 #E/DAERERE, 4 5 | contract, leading to stomachache and diarrhea. 3.
EEARITFE . (RIS ER Children: Ice-cream would easily make adolescents fat.
1. http://t.cn/zWPgAuG 4. People with poor stomach and intestine functions:

Low temperature will exacerbate the symptoms.
http://t.cn/zZWPgAuG

[ ABEPE(ENZ ISR, RIS “Vegetables and fruits that cannot be eaten casually. Do | 10(2.20%) Original Weibo post Alternative
e Y 1. EIkMm, kAL | youknow?” 1. Mango stops bleeding. People health

t SEE L = experience menstruation should not eat mangoes. 2. information
?g?%;%% %ﬁ%ﬁ ’ﬂ“ Allium tuberosum is. aphrodisiac. Children should ngt
. IR R R E eat .much. 3: Pumpkin increases blood pressure and is

A »H antiasthmatic. People with high blood pressure should
Mz: 4. WZGHh <, RIRIIN | hot eat pumpkins. 4. Chinese yam replenish one’s gi,
AEng; 5. BEEE. BAHG | people experiencing insomnia should not eat. 5.

T, BIEHAAREN; 6. & | Mushrooms and Auricularia auricula-judae are

R, FZ2IAAE, laxatives. People who experienced diarrhea should not

7. L EN, EHEOE eat them. 6. Coriander makes people sweating. People

e, BB AT with lots of sweats should not eat coriander. 7. Taro,
bitter melon, and Brassica juncea var. crispifolia “clear
heat”, impotent people should not eat.

[ Lot 0 7 Mg iR | 7 pieces of general health knowledge that women must | 10(2.20%) Original Weibo post Alternative
1. BHRAGEERTZ2. know” 1. Unhealthy skin is due to over-intake of salt. 2. health

Diarrhea during menstruation is not a regular information

SWIEE AR EFI G N
IR KT R AT RS B SR
PR BE I Ik BIE

phenomenon: this is due to imbalance in internal
secretion. 3. Emergency birth control pill can only be
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taken once a year: otherwise, there will be disorders in
the metabolism of the ovary, liver and kidney. 4. Putting
on make-up every day will increase the probability of
getting cancer. 5. Having dark circles around the eyes
may be related to gynecological diseases. 6. A daily cup
of soya milk can remove abdominal fat: interrupting the
process of the transformation of sugar into fat. 7. Chili
peppers is a good supplement: VE plus acceleration of
metabolism.

[FE! MR EYARE— “Attention! Food that is incompatible with each other 5(1.10%) Original Weibo post Alternative
FZ Y LEE-A . 58 | should not be eaten together!” 1. Coffee + Cigarette: health
fE . 2. BT WAL I These make one prone to pancreatic cancer. 2. Pears + information
K, DEEE. 3. 7EA+E Boiled water: Egting pears an.d drinking boiled water,

. AR, )R would lead to diarrhea. 3. Onions + Honey:

R, K A: o Consumption of both will hurt the eyes, causing eye

AAE, TRERW. 40540 irritation. In severe cases, this will lead to blindness. 4.
i+ [F R S R4 A0 Tomato + sweat potato: Consumption of both together
M. B89, BEVE. 5.5J%+ | will easily lead to gall stone, vomiting, stomach ache
W . A N A E and diarrhea. 5. Tofu + honey. Consumption of both
N S Y EIN L will lead to dumbness. For the health of yourself and
A G ke T your family, preserve this post.

[EFFIWEK, 2w 7% ] | “Kids drink water smartly Staying away from 7 5(1.10%) Orginal Weibo Alternative
ANET, EREEKER 22 diseases” As it is summer now, what is the most health
1. JBYE. WXit. B EFFK. scientific way to drink water? 1. Diarrhea, vomiting: information
KT HEK. B N drink boiled water, millet water, apple water, carrot

" water; 2. To relieve the summer heat: boiled water,
28 22 ﬁﬁ:% Eﬁi( A Em water mellon water, sour plum soap; 3. Common cold,
K Wi 3. KB R fever: Boiled water, fruit juice, slightly salted water; 4.
Be: FIFK. R RER Coughs with lots of sputum: boiled water, pear water,
Ks 4y EWOEZ: HIFKS chestnut water; 5. Constipation: boiled water, radish
Rk, =K, 5. M. 4 | water, cabbage water. Welcome you to follow [this
FFk. AE MK, FIEK. Weibo account].
S IESE:

[EFFIA A ARE—iEZ ] 1. “What cannot be consumed with shrimps together” 1. 4(0.88%) http://www.69jk.cn/yinshi/yswq/11 | Alternative
g 2 C FleLar sk Consumption of shrimps of vitamin C may lead to 2092.html health

arsenic poisoning; 2. Consumption of shrimps with information

2. MR RS ERMK,
AU B, HEmE 3. R
HRESEE 4. BORES

pumpkins will lead to dysentery. One can detoxicate
with black beans and Chinese liquorice. 3.
Consumption of shrimps with fruit juice will lead to
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diarrhea. 4. Consumption of shrimps with soy beans
will lead to indigestion. 5. Consumption of shrimps
with Gymnopetalum chinense, will lead to dysentery.
Shrimps should not be consumed with pumpkins.
Otherwise, it will lead to dysentery. Solution: To take
black beans and Chinese liquorice water. 6.
Consumption of shrimps with pork and chicken. This
will lead to liver and kidney failure. 7. Consumption of
river shrimps with tomatoes, one will be prone to food
poisoning.

[ERZ/KERZES] 1.3F “Fruit consumption taboos in the summer” 1. Apples. 3(0.66%) Original Weibo post Alternative
B, FOR. DIUEE., F People with coronary heart disease, myocardial health
Wi BRBIARE S, 2. infarction, kidney disease and diabetes should not eat information /
HK: R ARSI, 506 many.apples.. 2. Melons: Do not frequently eat a large Trgditional
R N quantity. This will cause damage to the stomach, Chinese
= f - . i causing to indigestion, stomach ache and diarrhea. 3. Medicine
o 34k: HIIREARE K | peaches: People with poor digestive functions, the
ENNEAEZ, 5108 elderly and children should not eat many peaches, as
Kie]l. 4758 #, FME | peaches may damage the stomach and cause chest
KEE. HE KL BRI/ tightness. 4. Lychee: People with a “hot quality” (xing
ARELZW, 548 %D re), a weak yin and a “flaming fire” (yin xu huo wang),
WavE . St DU AR a red tongue coating, and with “interng] heat” (nei re)
B[S R should not eat many lychees, as one will be prone to
bad reactions, such as, nausea and diarrhea, drowsiness,
and limb weakness.
[E&FEELAEGN THE “7 types of food that are suitable for babies to eat in 3(0.66%) Original Weibo post Alternative
Y 1. #E. ME—feig B¢ | winter” 1. Soy: the only vegetarian food product that health
can replace animal protein. It is called “green milk information

SHYE A, FR
R gL b, 2,0 HHE b

R E AW EEAUE
J7. 3. B0 XEHEE
TR 3L A R IER . (H
HILThREZE . RIS EEA
HEM. 4. 4%, EiFE

B STk, iRt E
KRERNE. HEEK

cow”. 2. Carrots: The best dietotherapy for kids
suffering from coughs. 3. Cabbage: It is very beneficial
as it prevents kids from anemia. But kids with poor
digestive functions or diarrhea should not eat cabbage.
4. Sweet potatoes: Nutritious, easy to digest, sweet
potatoes can provide a large quantity of energy. Sweet
potatoes with black spots should not be consumed.
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[Fh-bk&#Zh) 1. ML | “7 first-aid medication at home” 1. Coarse salt: Apply 3(0.66%) Original Weibo post Alternative
— AT N EE TG to twist injury baddaged with a cloth, to help alleviate health
UNEARPENE: 2. SEH_F5Eh pialin..Z. Ahpples: hzlp éelievebdiarrheil. 31..Sugarf: helps information

; ve i g alleviate hiccups. 4. Cucumber: apply slices o
%ﬁﬁiﬁfa\ ﬁé}[&ﬁﬁﬁl?}ﬁ ﬂﬂ: cucumber helps alleviate itchiness. 5. Bok choy mixed
‘m, e Ay Hb | with rice wine: to soothe itchiness. 6. Ginger: Ginger
B 5. ERIRAKIE—ZEME juice and ginger powder can be used as antiemetic by
¥ 6. ZE—LITMERY | holding them in the mouth. 7. Garlic water. Take 6 peels
EME R ks 7. KFR/K—HU | of garlic. Press them into pieces. Add warm water.

NI REE, BEERE, FEhn Drink twice a day for three days. This will alleviate
A¥E7ky %H%W‘j?ﬁ(’ j@ﬂ& COllghS.
EYNIDE 320108

[EHTREBEEAZ? Y W “What should one eat together with cucumber?” Wrong | 3(0.66%) Original Weibo post Alternative
HERGYE. 1. FIEAE AR, combinations: 1. With peanuts: Even though it tastes health
BEAR KT, (H5 5181, good, but it will easily lead to diarrhea. People with information
U E AR A 2 unhealthy intestines and stomach are advised to avoid

. e SR this combination. 2. With peppers and celery: this
SRR JrORHC, PEMRATE combination will lower the absorption of vitamin C in
R Ve [fRHT. PIFHEERERZ | cucumber. Two healthy combinations: 1. With cloud ear
% 1 H5ARHAER, HEE. fungus. It is effective for detoxication and slimming.
JRNBTh AT, #)RHPAEE " | Tartronic acide in cucumber suppresses lipid
BRI a4k, AHE )W transformation. Cloud ear fungus can absorb impurities
AR 2R, 2. 5o fEH in the body. 2. With tofu. It is effective for detoxication,
e, fREN 4. BT, anti-inflammatory effect, moistening effect and

soothing the stomach.

[FE gDz 1.57 | “Top ten health effect of banana” 1. To prevent 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative
Ve B s 2 V8T i B R gastrointestinal ulcers. 2. To treat skin itchiness. 3. health .
it 3. ARG AP [ I L3 252 11 Lower serum cholersterol. Banana stalk can reduce information /
S LT A E [ 43407 cholesterol. 4. To treat high blood pressure. 5. To treat Traditional
e AR T o S depressure. 6. To treat cough. 7. To treat hemorrhoids Chinese
L SR ARE 6.9577 and blood in the stool. 8. Slimming. 9. Comestic use. To Medicine

W 79697 RERE S AT 8.9
HE 9.5 75 A 52 JRis B »
LRI B, RACERE 10.
s fRmE: AREETE, BB
REFE . RS I B B>
A

make the skin fresh and smooth. To remove the face
acne and freckles. 10. To ease hangover. Reminder: the
nature (xing) of banana is “cold”, people with a weak
digestive system, with stomach ache and diarrhea,
should eat less banana.
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[5FE&Y), EFEAEZIZ] “5 types of food that babies should not eat much.” 1. 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative
1. KT 55754 " 4% | Tangerine: may easily cause “Erythroderma”, stomach health
IR . EREE, £E ache and diarrhea, and even causing bone diseases. 2. information
BB .. 2. HEE. B Spinach: gffects the developme.nt bones. and teeth. 3.

B R 3. Eggs: easily lead to over-nutrition, leading ot

E e L’j‘" B 9~ A9 overweight, and can also increase the burden on the
RO IEMETF LR, FEUL stomach, intestines, liver and kidney, causing

P, SERENEINE F . T E A disfunction of these organs. 4. Jelly: affects the bodily
i, SIEINEERIE. 4. B | development and intellectual health of children. 5.
e Ul )LERIEK KRB M Canned food: may easily cause chronic poisoning.
BIOMER. 5. )k HIERK

e 5.

[EF=EERRY 6 KiFZFEM] | “Kids drink yoghurt 6 big issues to pay attention” 1. 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative
1. 55 Fr. Ay s 4 | Discern the types of yoghurt: Probiotic milk does not health
(AR, 2. BEHUS 2 /NBF A havel th; pé)sitilve health effeﬁts.fZ. Drini< t\;vo hours after information

b b 9 meals. 3. Gargle one’s mouth after meals. 4.
f U\Tfﬁgj;; ;iu LA)‘/EI;&H,{%I& OiZD Lactobacillus will die in bulk if heated or diluted in

7: e f x/j 5‘5 water. 5. Do not consume yoghurt with medications
22 AT RHRE 2 KT such as chloramphenicol, erythromycin and other
. 5. NE5AER., 45 antibiotics, sulfonamides, and subcarbonates, albumin
REPUER., B and other astringents (that are used to treat diarrhea). 6.

VEIT JETE W SR R B R Do not feed babies with yoghurt.
BREFHMFR. 6. AH
SRR E.

WA KRBEEERE) 1. | “The best time to eat sweet food and won’t get fat.” 1. 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative
WHIZFNH: 29855 YU ; Before exercises. 2. When one is tired and hungry. 3. health
3. WEVKRT: 4 IR ER S . Before swim(rining. 4. Vomtiﬂting or diarrhea. 5. . information

ST 453tk T Dizziness and nausea. 6. After consuming too muc

5. KRB ﬁ6ﬂ'21:;‘j;/liﬂj d oily food, drinking a cup of celery juice can help burn

E?L’ P *H‘ﬁk“‘j’“ﬂa N fat. 8. After having a hotpot a meal, drinking a bit of

558 Wz K I Moy m RS AT 2K yoghurt can effectively protect the mucosa of

TRAr B I IE R gastrointestinal tract.

SR A= SR A oy Taboo for drinking soya milk 1. The nature of soya milk | 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative

2, WML R. BEMEAR is relatively “cold”. It is best for people with health
indigestion, burping, poor kidney, bloating or diarrhea information

of, JWEAK. BRSO Nl
W . AR, e
PR AN B .

should drink less soya drink. Soya milk is not suitable
for people who have symptoms of gout, or of a “cold”
constitution. 2. Do not add brown sugar to soya milk. 3.
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Do not put soya milk into thermos flasks. 4. When one
cooks soya milk, one should leave the lid open and use
low power to cook. 5. One must not take erythromycin
or other antibiotics with soya milk. 6. Do not add
chicken eggs to soya milk. 7. Do not drink too much
soya milk.

K H W s 2= P 4B e, We often take dogs to play outdoor. How much do you | 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative

RS SRS R TR know about the relationship between plants and dogs? health

HEA? FEEEL., X fvergreen: naus?ei; ngi]tingflabd?imiﬁal pain,. diarrhea. i%formation

, VB B n severe cases, [the dog] will gradually goes into coma about pet
g%gﬁ\ W, IR and then death. dog
[P FET &) 1. & “Medication that should be kept standy-by to prevent 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative

FF: Earh B aa] ek heatstroke and lower the temperature” 1. Ren Dan: health

Sk, B, BRI TE . primari.ly for the treatment of dizziness, chest tightness, information /

20 K ET L abdominal pain'and diarrhea, caused by heantrpke; 2. Tra.ditional

S EIRNE L el Shi Di Shui: Suitable for the treatment for dizziness, Chinese

A ?;ﬁ PR B nausea, vomiting, chest tightness and diarrhea caused Medicine

3. WEIEAUK: ETERN by heatstroke; 3. Huo xiang zhenggqi shui: Suitable for

SEIEPTBUACK . B X the treatment of dizziness, abdominal pain, vomiting

., BEVS R E 4. THG and diarrhea caused by catching cold in the summer; 4.

W AT G KL Soothing oil: can treat dizziness and headache caused

SR, BRI ST B R B by the summer heat, or diarrhea caused by catching

VB 5. TPl ERGEE cold; 5. Wu Ji Dan: To soothe the summer heat and stop

S I vomiting.

(%I & E S IE B = “People with low blood pressure should not drink 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Alternative

25 A BRI E T, I chrysanthemum tea with more than three health

chrysanthemum flowers.” Chrysanthemum is effective information

JEAm Ik 2 ANFAIILE 1E 5 &
N, NEBREHES, 7]
ARG =2 TudthPey, A RANE
M =26 MR I R (R B
SIAETA B Z M A,
T P R € N R AR R A
MR G R o AR
R BIERE. BHIEE
Ho REFANEHE RS .

to lower blood pressure. Elderly people whose blood
pressure is relatively low or normal, are not suitable to
drink chrysanthemum tea every day. They can drink
chrysanthemum every few days. Each day, one should
not consume more than three chrysanthemum flowers.
People whose bodily constitution is relatively “cold”
should add some Lycium to chrysanthemum tea. People
whose spleen and stomach are weak and “cold” should
only drink an appropriate volume of chrysanthemum
tea in summer when the heat is intense. If one’s body is
weak, or whose spleen is weak, or who has stomach
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illness, or who is prone to diarrhea, one should avoid
chrysanthemum tea.

Other posts on alternative 38 (8.37%) 38 invidiual posts of entirely Alternative
health information different content health
information
Advertisements [There were 4 Weibo posts of advertisements of 4 (0.88%)
products or services. ]

Personal comments 18 (3.96%)
NbRETE M, Aid+1, LA [ This Weibo post contained abuses targeted against a 4 (0.88%) http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_53e | Personal
T IR TG 5 A5 Rk o K famous Chinese intellectual. We left it untranslated.] 38e¢5801013d8u.html comment
T T R M A 5 9 TR T
PUERMHE CILTHEEE
FME A 1 WA LR AT
o //@[userl] & KA 24 4)
BB — T RO E
//@[user2] iX /&3 Wik i) 5 4
ST,
//@[user3] X 23 H A B E 2|
SRR T fE TSR
iLECECAEE A fE g Let yourself be a common person. Do what you are 3(0.66%) Original Weibo post Personal
K S=m a2 silh . 2 good at. The feeling of bliss will arrive. If you comment
BRI, FAE R B k3 experier:lce th;e fol(liowing symptomsf, they njilply that

N e ou need to slow down your pace: fatigue, dizziness,
i T";"&Ei‘»ﬂy : Zj;‘ fﬁgﬁ o iynsomnia, memory loss,ydiarrll)lea or coistipation due to
EE“ CAZIT TR ”Eé% s unknown reasons, weight gain, decreased libido,
(AL AT IR Hm, difficulty to control one’s mood, repeated uncontrolled
PERCN B TG By i) spending, or inability to calm down to finish reading
RETAHNE . AR T even one article etc. Please slow down your pace. The
ke R s earth will still rotate in the absence of anyone.
NS XA HERES T
WEHRHE

[EE]Y G RkE, Agi— “Diarrhea” If it happens, let’s try this. 2(0.44%) Original Weibo post Personal
e comment
Wi, BEEAGIEE! Huh, acquiring diarrhea while looking! 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal

comment

K, REKIKEE. 7T O heaven, Huihui in my family experiences diarrhea 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal

166



http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_53e38e5801013d8u.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_53e38e5801013d8u.html

SRR A IR ANIE 2 and vomiting. Wouldn’t it be a result of this? comment
AR I g
[ L | 1(0.22% Original Weibo post Personal
SeLnKRERE = Continue to increase the flow of diarrhea! "2 ( ) & P comment
Rk R Je . BEVE. LI Tonsil inflammation, diarrhea, headache, nasal 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
BFE WL, AR congestion, dysmenorrhea. For a long time I have not comment
T, B4, AR 4LE been sick. It is ok to get sick, how come you come in a
S ~ JA=TRY :—c- . If:l:'_‘f-l .
KT o BRI MR group! Is it a glory to gang fight me? “&~ The worst is
2 “t-_-rEElﬁ AR, JRILTE that I have so many manuscripts to write right now, I
? N 72, i £ T
HARYEE, J ASEIR T A cannot fall ill... W= e s
R = = =
#HERIH N=TRE BRI | # Silver soul# Affairs is like dysmenorrhea. It disturbs 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
EL o tnigs sk mm—1z | one’s life repeatedly. Yuanfen is like diarrhea. It comes Yuanfen may be translated as the comment
ey, and goes in a hurry. It is all emptiness. chances of affinity between two
persons. Sometimes it is translated
as fate.
BRAEEGM TIR I5E &4E |1 am waiting for symptoms such as abdominal pain, 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
Kooo &L diarrhea etc....very unease. comment
AN R REEE - RIE? Wouldn’t it cause you to have diarrhea ten more times? | 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
A NEE 2 Will anyone dare to drink it? comment
HR UL B AL REAS AR A Those things that parents instructed us when we were 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
REEF T A=, HAL50 young: Do not use fingers to point to the moon, comment
L. RS UR T R T4 otherwise the c?alr(s will b'e dama%ed apd wiﬁl fall off. Do
7, 5y g " not use chopsticks to point at other kids when one is
/J\&%/J\&\,K ALY Zf7j( eating congees, otherwise the kids will have diarrhea.
S BT, R et oo . -
ey e One must spit away the seeds when one is consuming
1% %fk % EAKR: BREY fruits, otherwise different types of fruits will grow out
TakAE; REEBEkK of your body. Do not step on one’s shadows, otherwise
1 To KRR BEAREUR () one would not grow tall. You are picked up somewhere
BRI 6 BTG by your mum. If one plays with fire, one will wet one’s
(o bed. Strawberry-favored Smecta is not a drink but
medicine to treat diarrhea.
5N % A R 52 5 K What time of stand-by medication should be kept at 1(0.22%) Original Weibo post Personal
B. Kke. BEERZR? home to treat babies’ common cold, fever and diarrhea? comment
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42. Hand-foot-and-mouth disease
Figure S42. Daily count of Weibo posts with the keyword for “Hand-foot-and-mouth disease” (F & [13%) in 2012 among Sina Weibo users with 1000
followers or more.
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Content analysis was performed for the Weibo posts generated on the peak date of May 23, 2012.

168



Peak Date: May 23, 2012.
Total count: 121

Summary: Of the 121 Weibo posts mentioning the keyword for “Hand-foot-and-mouth disease”, created on May 23, 2012, 63 posts were about the news of a
cashier at a hospital in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, who apparently wrote the following note and posted it at the cashier’s counter: “Regardless whether you
have a fever, diarrhea, cough or hand-foot-and-mouth disease, you will have to wait for 6-9 hours. If you can wait, then register. If you cannot wait, please go to
another hospital!” That cashier was later reprimanded by the hospital authorities for such an action. This piece of news attracted a lot of attention from the mass
media and Weibo users. This was another incident reflecting the tension between patients and staff members of a hospital.

There were 22 posts about the news of the epidemic of hand-foot-and-mouth disease across various provinces in China, 27 posts on the prevention of hand-foot-
and-mouth (health education) and another 9 posts that shared personal experience of or comments on the disease.

Table S42. Sample Weibo entries that contained the keyword for “Hand-foot-and-mouth disease” (&2 [13%) on May 23, 2012.

Sample Weibo posts on that day English translation / description Count Sources / References / Notes Category
(%)

[EY L EERAE ST - REE “A notice at a counter at Shenzhen Children’s 63 The sample Weibo post contains a | Social issue /
=, R H AR <oRA B g | Hospital: If you cannot wait, go to another hospital” | (52.07%) | link to China National Radio: News
F o EHAMER ] “ANERIREL p y g er hosp o
1~ BB e R T “Regardless whether you have a fever, diarrhea, http://www.cnr.cn/gundong/20120 | (Relationship
%ZE%%‘Z 6-9 /1~ /Jfﬂﬁ. , ;DE = fﬂ?ﬁﬁg cough or hand-foot-and-mouth disease, you will have 5/t20120523 509675084 .shtml between a

N PGt to wait for 6-9 hours. If you can wait, then register. If hospital staff
7%, N = Lk /&, aE ]
i Edﬁ%;z fu%iﬂzxjjb;ﬂ; 11 you cannot wait, please go to another hospital!” member and
EHAMEERT |7 H A 1N {*iJ [\U LE R Recently, a notice at a counter at Shenzhen patients)
AIEES B LMY E RS [&ZIE - FEH | Children’s Hospital has attracted a lot of criticism.
BelElnyg » HhE UL E I TfE N | Yesterday, the hospital responded that this was done
AN > BTN A o by a staff member who worked at the cashier’s
http://t.cn/zO1icqf counter. The hospital had dealt with this incident
seriously.
[T BEWKXTFEORS “Hand-foot-and-mouth disease epidemic. High 14 The sample Weibo post contains a | News about
P g p p

) S MEY E I > 4[F incidence in Guangxi, Guangdong and other (11.57%) | link to China Central Television: outbreaks in

&) RE BAEMATHEN » £EH
regions”] According to information from the http://news.cntv.cn/china/2012052 | various

FI T LRt A BHE &
B - Bk s H 19 H » 2FEZEitHRE
FJE L7 707244 451 - Horp > EHiE
7190 {5 » JET-203 A -4 H 12 H >
PIE ~ EEIE IR R TR
[T ~ R E RS EAEE -
http://t.cn/z03sxaC

Ministry of Health, hand-foot-and-mouth disease has
entered its peak season nationally. Up to May 19, the
national cumulative incidence reaches 707244 cases.
Of which, there were 7190 severe cases and 203
deaths. On April 12, The severity and the number of
cases increase with a bigger margin. There was an
obvious increase in number of cases in Guangdong,
Guangxi, Hunan and other regions.

2/112924.shtml

provinces *
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http://t.cn/z03sxaC

[k INT42 )L EZe & F 2 LE ME— | “At Yongzhou, a thousand children were suddenly 8 (6.61%) | The sample Weibo post contains a | News about
ESAEREM) SRS R infected with hand-foot-and-mouth disease. The only link to China Central Television: an outbreak
- 5 o, ArEL designated hospital is full.” Ms. Guo from Hunan http://news.cntv.cn/china/2012052 | in Yongzhou,
Eg%g;}t;iﬁgg% Egg?ﬁ% told us that her child is infected.with hand-foot-rclnd- 3/120938.shtml Hunan
Gl DR - B 159 ‘*%‘B;'; mouth disease. However, there is only one hospital
JC 0 LSRR 0 TS DUEEPH | hat s designated to treat hand-foot-and-mouth
FHRRPL - EASRERE © MM T | gisease and it has been full already. There is a long
EFEINFR » B AR LR queue to write for registration and treatment, let
% o http://t.cn/z016nWz alone to be taken as in-patients. The health bureau
there responded that, currently there are relative
more patients. http://t.cn/zO16nWz
#F EET# 54 4-6 HE2FE | # Hand-foot-and-mouth disease prevention # Every 27 Original Weibo post Health
RS EET o AP | year from April to June, it is the peak season for (22.31%) education **
KT/ NS - B A\BEDL S B hand—fqot—;ilnd—mouth di(siea;lse. A minpr peak may
. N e T -t | appear in the autumn and the winter in some regions.
;{:g;&;gf_i?ﬁ HjJ)]ErL; fj{g* The symptomatic age group is primarily children of
RIZE B S REH 5 years of age or below. The same child can be
infected with different enteric virus and fall ill
multiple times.
#IG 2 CUw# W40 LR L # Prevent hand-foot-and-mouth disease # Just went 9 (7.44%) | Original Weibo post Personal

T BIMERE—PDIFARHE -
HHLOOH] 11 i1 —fir 5 hpse
ARF O TIRZLAL M TEER
B2 RS TR L o IR T AT
HENW > B(FEMEREET  #
BT MEIK - P EFH

B - NGB TR EE O
arbfriEfE A TERE VCIIRAT
BARYIE 5

to kindergarten to pick up my son. The teacher told
me an astonishing news. Of the 11 kids that remain
in our class, one suddenly had a lot of red spots
appearing in his/her palm at noon. In the afternoon,
the kid was confirmed to have hand-foot-and-mouth
disease when s/he was taken to the hospital. When
we return home, I leave everything aside. The first
thing is to thoroughly clean my hands. Next, I drink
a glass of water. I fume my home with white vinegar.
And then I gave my son a bath, followed by a cup of
Sunkist Lemon Orange Juice to supplement a large
quantity of Vitamin C. Tomorrow, I will have all
clothes and duvet covers disinfected.

experience /
comment **

* This is a group of different Weibo posts describing outbreaks in various provinces of China. ** This indicates groups of different Weibo posts that share similar

themes, but of literal differences.
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