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SUMMARY SLIDE 

• Delivery of 5-aminosalicylic acid (5-ASA) to the colonic mucosa is 

required for effective management of ulcerative colitis (UC) 

• This study examines the 5-ASA dissolution profiles of several 

mesalamine formulations: APRISO® extended-release capsules (Salix 

Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Raleigh, NC, USA); ASACOL® MR tablets (Procter 

& Gamble Pharmaceuticals UK Ltd., Surrey, UK) and ASACOL® HD 

tablets (Procter & Gamble Pharmaceuticals, Cincinnati, OH, USA); 

MEZAVANT XL® tablets (Shire US Inc., Wayne, PA, USA); PENTASA® 

tablets (Ferring Pharmaceuticals, Ltd., West Drayton, UK); and 

SALOFALK® tablets (Dr Falk Pharma UK Ltd., Bourne End, UK) 

• Tested at physiologically relevant pH values (1.0, 6.0, and 6.8) to 

simulate the gastrointestinal tract, mesalamine formulations exhibited 

variability in 5-ASA dissolution profiles.  
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