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Question N = 57 (%)§

General Line Care and Catheter Entries

Is removal of catheter considered/discussed with medical team? 52 (91)

Is consolidation and/or elimination of catheter entries considered/discussed? 33 (58)

Is site assessed for clean, dry, and intact at every visit?|| 57 (100)

Is proper hand hygiene performed prior to all catheter entries? 57 (100)

Are nonsterile gloves worn for all catheter entries? 49 (86)

Cap Changes

Is cap scrubbed with alcohol or CHG? 57 (100)

Why do you change caps?

For blood/blood products/lipids/propofol infusion, has been 24 hours since last changed (N = 51) 31 (61)

Has been 72–96 hours since last changed 12 (21)

Per institutional policy, has been within 24 hours since blood drawn through the cap (N = 56) 44 (79)

Is it your home care practice to routinely assess cap date/time? 51 (89)

If yes, is it documented? (N = 51) 49 (96)

Are sterile gloves worn during change by provider/assistant? 30 (53)

Is a mask worn during change by provider/assistant? 34 (60)

Is cap connection site scrubbed with alcohol (15 seconds, and 15- second dry time) or chlorhexadine 

(30 seconds and 30–60-second dry time) prior to removal of old cap? 46 (84)

Tubing Changes

Why do you change tubing?

For crystalloid, has been at least 72 hours since last changed (N= 49) 30 (61)

For TPN fluid, has been 24–72 hours since last changed (N= 56) 55 (98)

For blood/blood products/lipids/propofol infusion, has been within 24 hours since last changed (N = 56) 52 (93)

Is it your homecare practice to assess tubing date/time? 41 (72)

If yes, is it documented? (N = 41) 27 (66)

Does tubing change include all connectors, extensions, and caps connected to tubing? (N = 55) 36 (65)

Are sterile gloves worn for reconnection of new tubing to hub of the catheter? (N = 44) 13 (30)

Is a mask worn for reconnection of new tubing to hub of catheter? (N = 45) 11 (24)

Is cap connection site scrubbed with alcohol (15 seconds, and 15-second dry time) or chlorhexadine 

(30 seconds and 30–60-second dry time) prior to removal of old cap? 41 (72)

Dressing Changes

Why do you change dressings?

7 days since last changed (transparent dressing) (N = 56) 56 (100)

2 days since last changed (gauze dressing) (N = 56) 46 (82)

Dressing was soiled, loose, damp 54 (95)

Is it your home care practice to routinely assess dressing date? 56 (98)

If yes, is it documented? (N = 56) 55 (98)

Is hand hygiene performed before all dressing changes? 56 (98)

Are sterile gloves worn for all dressing changes? 55 (96)

Is a mask worn by provider/assistant for all dressing changes? 57 (100)

Do you shield a patient's face or tracheostomy site from dressing change site? 27 (47)

Is site scrubbed with 2% chlorhexadine for 30 seconds followed by 30–60-second dry time? 55 (96)
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Question N = 57 (%)§

Central Venous Catheter/Infusaport Needle Changes

Why do you change Central Venous Catheter/Infusaport Needles?

7 days since last changed (N = 56) 55 (98)

Needle dislodged or infiltrated (N = 56) 56 (100)

Needle changed when dressing is soiled/loosened (N = 55) 37 (67)

Is it your home care practice to routinely assess the needle's date? (N = 56) 55 (98)

If yes, is it documented? (N = 55) 53 (96)

Is hand hygiene performed before all needle changes? (N = 56) 56 (100)

Are sterile gloves worn before all needle changes? (N = 56) 54 (96)

Is a mask worn by the provider/assistant during needle change? (N = 55) 55 (100)

Do you shield a patient's face or tracheostomy site from needle change site? (N = 56) 28 (50)

Is the site scrubbed with 2% chlorhexadine for 30 seconds followed by 30–60-second dry time? (N = 56) 53 (95)

* O’Grady NP, et al. Guidelines for the prevention of intravascular catheter-related infections. Am J Infect Control. 2011;39(4 Suppl 1):S1–34.

† Miller MR, et al. Decreasing PICU catheter-associated bloodstream infections: NACHRI’s quality transformation efforts. Pediatrics. 2010;125(2):206–213.

‡ CHG, chlorhexadine; TPN, total parenteral nutrition. 

§ Some home health care agencies did not do certain procedures, such as needle changes, or did not know the answers to certain policy questions despite multiple

follow-up contacts. Therefore, the total N for some questions is less than 57. 

|| Bolded questions are directly recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for prevention of CLABSI in home health care agencies (O'Grady

NP, et al. Guidelines for the prevention of intravascular catheter-related infections. Am J Infect Control. 2011;39(4 Suppl 1):S1–34.
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