
 

 

Figure 1. Flow Diagram of Study Selection 

 

Citations from general search July 2013 
(N=1858, with 24 further hits from PubMed 

Update through to December 2014 
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1882 screened on title and abstract for 
potentially relevant studies on growth  

 

n=1783, excluded as clearly did not 
cover specific adverse effects of 
interest in patients with asthma 

receiving long-term inhaled 
corticosteroids 

 Records for further 
detailed checking (n =99) 

Did not fulfil selection criteria (n=76) 
on basis of:  

 comparator arm (n=20) 

 duplicates or older reports 
superseded by newer ones (n=5 ) 

 data format not analysable (n=6 ) 

 duration not appropriate (n= 16) 
 intervention not relevant (n= 5) 

 outcomes not relevant (n=9 ) 

 participants (n= 5) 

 review articles (n= 10) 
 

 

Studies included in systematic review 
(n = 23) comprising RCTs (n=20) and 

Observational Studies (n=3) 


