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Figure S2   Lineage of larval seam cells 

An L1 worm has 10 seam cells. At L2, six seam cells undergo a proliferative division to increase the number 

of seam cells to 16. In each larval stage, most seam cells divide asymmetrically to maintain their population 

as well as contribute to the hypodermal syncytium and to other neuronal support structures. After their final 

division, seam cells differentiate and undergo homotypic fusion to form a single-celled syncytium which 

secretes a specialized cuticular structure called alae. 

 

 

 

 

 


