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Figure S1: (a) Sensitivity analysis - Kaplan Meier curves of recurrence-free survival 

according to HPV-mRNA status of sentinel lymph nodes; log rank test p=0.002 (study 

population n=189) and (b) Sensitivity analysis - Kaplan Meier curves of recurrence-free 

survival according to HPV-mRNA status of sentinel lymph nodes stratified by tumor size; log 

rank test for HPV-mRNA adjusted for tumor size p=0.028 (study population n=189). 



 

Figure S2: HPV16 E6-E7-mRNA expression as determined by qRT-PCR and RT-nested-

PCR in relation to immunohistochemical staining for cytokeratins (AE1/3) in 77 SLN scored 

negative by conventional histopathology. (a) Expression levels (qRT-PCR) corresponding to 

HPV16-E6-E7 transcripts in 50ng of total RNA (see Häfner et al. [16]) are shown on the y-

axis. 50ng of total RNA corresponds to 5x103 cells. On the x-axis the results of AE1/3 

staining and quantitative RT-nested-PCR are shown. ITC refers to single dispersed tumor 

cells. (b) Overall agreement between qRT-PCR and RT-nested PCR.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


