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eMaterial 1 (online only) 

Title 

Tobacco price increase and smoking cessation in Japan, a developed country with affordable 

tobacco: a national population-based observational study 

Supplementary methods 

Variables 

Age groups of 20-39 years-old, 40-59 years-old or 60-79 years-old were used. To assess the 

influence of smoking behavior of household members, the variable of living with other smoker(s) in 

the household was used. Number of other household smoker(s) was categorized into "0 smoker" or 

"1 or more smoker(s)". Equivalent household expenditure was used as a socioeconomic factor and 

was calculated by dividing household expenditure in May by the square root of household size, 

according to the method described by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development.1 The study subjects were categorized into tertile according to the equivalent household 

expenditure. The cut-offs for the household expenditure tertile among men were 115 and 175 

thousand yen per month in 2007 and 105 and 161 in 2010. Among women they were 115 and 173 in 

2007 and 106 and 163 in 2010. Marital status was categorised as married, never married, or widowed 

or divorced. Housing tenure was categorized into "home-owner" or "not-home-owner". Employment 

status was divided into employed and unemployed including students and housewives. Self-rated 

health was surveyed as follows: "What is your current health status: excellent, very good, good, fair, 

or poor?" We categorized "fair" and "poor" as poor self-rated health. 

Supplementary results 

Number and prevalence of current smokers at June according to basic characteristics are shown in 

eTable 1. A statistically significant difference for the prevalence between 2007 and 2010 was 

observed in men in the following groups: no household smoker, lowest household expenditure tertile, 

20–39 years age group, home-owner, working, married, never married, and the not-poor self-rated 

health group. It was not observed in women. 
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