
Records from 

MEDLINE

N = 19307

Records from 

EMBASE

N = 34749

Records from 

Cochrane library 

N = 522

Records from the 

Medion Database

N = 832

• Duplicate references,         N = 8562

Titles and abstracts screened

N = 46848• Pooled the results of less than 4 

validation studies, N = 4

• 2 by 2 table could be constructed in 

less than 4 validation studies, N = 3

• Selected the studies based on 

design characteristics, N = 26

Potentially eligible systematic 

reviews of clinical prediction rule 

studies, N = 48

15 systematic reviews containing 

312 potentially eligible articles, 

n = 413 validation studies

• Not validation study, n = 29 

• 2 by 2 table could not be constructed 

at a threshold, n = 89

• Insufficient information other than 2 

by 2 table provided, n = 1

• Duplicate publications, n = 3

• Reference unavailable, n = 1

• Duplicate contributions, n = 3 

15 systematic reviews

31 meta-analyses

229 articles

n = 287 validation studies

Remaining references

N = 46016

(a)

(b)

S2 Appendix. Flow diagram. Selection of (a) systematic reviews and (b) validation studies.


