
ESM Figure 1: Flow chart of search results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles identified 

through MEDLINE 

search (n=736) 

Full-text papers screened for eligibility (n=43) 

Articles contained suitable data and included in 

the meta-analysis (n=17) 

 

Further papers identified in 

searches of reference lists and 

of recent papers citing eligible 

articles (n=7) 

Articles excluded (n=2,113) 

Articles screened by titles and abstracts 

(n=2,156) 

Articles identified 

through EMBASE 

search (n=1,420) 

Articles excluded (n=33) 

 Did not report  

outcome of interest 

(n=28) 

 No suitable comparison 

group (n=2) 

 Did not measure 

exposure of interest 

(n=1) 

 Did not report outcome 

in required age-group 

of interest (n=1) 

 Data included in a 

more recent study 

(n=1) 

 


