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S5 Fig. M. fortuitum induces NOS2 activation in infected HKM 

HKM were transfected or pre-treated separately with or without specific siRNA and indicated 

inhibitors respectively and at 24 h p.i. NOS2 protein expression studied by confocal 

microscopy (×40). The percent NOS2 positive cells were plotted. Hundred HKM were 

studied in each field and three such fields were included to determine the percentage of 

NOS2 positive HKM. Vertical bars represent mean ± SE (n=3).*P<0.05, compared to HKM; 

γ
P<0.05, compared to HKM+Sc; 

#
P<0.05, compared to HKM+MF; 

•
P<0.05, compared to 

HKM+MF+Sc. HKM, control head kidney macrophage; HKM+Sc, HKM transfected with 

scrambled siRNA; HKM+MF, HKM infected with M. fortuitum; HKM+MF+Sc, HKM 
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transfected with scrambled siRNA infected with M. fortuitum; HKM+MF+siRNA-NOS2, 

HKM transfected with siRNA-NOS2 infected with M. fortuitum; HKM+MF+AMG, 

HKM+MF+LNAME, HKM+MF+U0126, HKM+MF+Z-IETD-FMK, HKM were pre-treated 

with AMG, LNAME, U0126 or Z-IETD-FMK,  respectively followed by M. fortuitum 

infection.   

 


