
Figure e-1. Selection of medically intractable patient cohort, 2001 to 2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patients who had a ER 
visit or hospitalization 

for seizure between 
2001 and 2010 
(N = 187,133) 

 

Final cohort meeting 
the definition of 
medically intractable 

(N = 10,661) 

 

Exclusions:  
1. Data cleaning  

 Invalid healthcard number 
 Missing gender or birthdate  
 Non Ontario residence 
n = 282  

2. Age less than 18, or greater than 100  
n = 80,607 

3. History (five-year) of brain tumor or 
history (10-year) of epilepsy surgery 
n = 1,813 

4. Not enrolled in the Ontario Drug 
Benefit program 
n = 57,978 

5. Prescribed fewer than two seizure 
medications with a minimum six 
month drug supply in the previous 
two years 
n = 35,722 

 


