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ABSTRACT Dihalomethanes can produce liver tumors in
mice but not in rats, and concern exists about the risk of these
compounds to humans. Glutathione (GSH) conjugation of
dihalomethanes has been considered to be a critical event in the
bioactivation process, and risk assessment is based upon this
premise; however, there is little experimental support for this
view or information about the basis of genotoxicity. A plasmid
vector containing rat GSH S-transferase 5-5 was transfected
into the Salmonella typhimurium tester strain TA1535, which
then produced active enzyme. The transfected bacteria pro-
duced base-pair revertants in the presence of ethylene dihalides
or dihalomethanes, in the order CH,Br, > CH,BrCl >
CH,Cl,. However, revertants were not seen when cells were
exposed to GSH, CH,Br;, and an amount of purified GSH
S-transferase 5-5 (20-fold excess in amount of that expressed
within the cells). HCHO, which is an end product of the
reaction of GSH with dihalomethanes, also did not produce
mutations. S-(1-Acetoxymethyl)\GSH was prepared as an ana-
log of the putative S-(1-halomethyl)GSH reactive intermedi-
ates. This analog did not produce revertants, consistent with
the view that activation of dihalomethanes must occur within
the bacteria to cause genetic damage, presenting a model to be
considered in studies with mammalian cells. S-(1-Acetoxyme-
thyl)GSH reacted with 2’'-deoxyguanosine to yield a major
adduct, identified as S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)methyl]lGSH.
Demonstration of the activation of dihalomethanes by this
mammalian GSH S-transferase theta class enzyme should be of
use in evaluating the risk of these chemicals, particularly in
light of reports of the polymorphic expression of a similar
activity in humans.

Dihalomethanes, particularly CH,Cl,, are of interest because
of their demonstrated tumorigenicity in mouse liver and lung
(1) and the widespread use of these chemicals (2). However,
rats and hamsters form neither liver nor lung tumors (3, 4).
Dihalomethanes are transformed by two routes, oxidation
(by cytochrome P450) and glutathione (GSH) conjugation
(Fig. 1) (6). The GSH conjugation pathway has been consid-
ered relevant to tumor formation, largely because oxidation
is a low-K, reaction, whereas both in vitro GSH conjugation
and tumorigenesis continue to increase with higher CH,Cl,
levels (10). Rates of GSH conjugation of CH,Cl, are consid-
erably lower in rats and humans than in mice, and this
information—along with physiologically based pharmacoki-
netic models—has been used to predict that humans, like
rats, will be considerably less likely than mice to develop
tumors from CH,Cl, exposure (7, 10, 11).
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Fic. 1. Scheme for biotransformation of dihalomethanes by
oxidation (5) and GSH conjugation (6). The oxidation is catalyzed
primarily by cytochrome P-450 2E1 (7, 8), and the conjugation is
catalyzed primarily by GSH S-transferase 5-5 and related theta-class
enzymes (9).

Although there is a compelling case for GSH-dependent
genotoxicity of 1,2-dihaloethanes (12), the basis for such a
view with the dihalomethanes is lacking. The literature
presents conflicting reports on the role of microsomal and
cytosolic rodent fractions and GSH in the bioactivation of
dihalomethanes (13-16), and we have been unable to dem-
onstrate a consistent response of CH,Br;-induced base-pair
mutations in Salmonella typhimurium tester strains in the
presence of GSH or mouse liver cytosol, which would be
expected to be considerably more active than rat liver cytosol
(7). Enzymes of the GSH S-transferase theta class, especially
rat GSH S-transferase 5-5, have been shown to be proficient
in the conjugation of CH,Cl; (9). Methylobacterium DM4 has
been demonstrated to have a high level of a theta class
enzyme that can be effective in conjugating CH,Cl; (17), and
the possibility exists that S. typhimurium contains such an
enzyme for activating dihalomethanes and 1,2-dihaloethanes
(17, 18). Our efforts to demonstrate the GSH-dependent
conjugation through depletion of GSH within the cells were
not particularly successful, and we also considered the pos-
sibility that the putative S-(1-halomethyl)GSH products
might be unable to cross cell membranes. Therefore, we
introduced a plasmid expression vector containing a cDNA
clone for rat GSH S-transferase 5-5 into a standard tester
bacterium, S. typhimurium TA1535.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Chemicals. All dihalides were purchased from Aldrich and
used without further purification. 1,2-Epoxy-3-(4'-nitrophe-
noxy)propane was from Eastman Kodak. [N2-1N]dGuo,
where dGuo is 2’-deoxyguanosine, was from B. DeCorte (of
this center) [prepared by treatment of 2-fluorodeoxyinosine
(19) with BNH,OH]. S-(1-Acetoxymethyl)GSH was pre-

Abbreviations: GSH, glutathione; dGuo, 2'-deoxyguanosine; dCyd,
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pared by adding bromomethyl acetate (Aldrich, 250 mg, 1.63
mmol) dropwise to a 7-ml solution of GSH (272 mg, 0.89
mmol) and Na° (67 mg, 2.9 mmol, 3 equivalents) in dry
CH;0H; the product precipitated immediately and was re-
covered by centrifugation (3 X 10® X g, 10 min), dried under
N2, and stored in a dessicator at —20°C. Attempts to record
NMR and mass spectra were unsuccessful, primarily due to
lack of solubility in nonaqueous solvents; however, analysis
(20) indicated a 70% yield of HCHO after hydrolysns atpH7.4
(70°C, 20 min).

This product (50 mg) was added directly to 8 mg of dGuo
[in 1.0 ml of 0.10 M potassium phosphate buffer, pH 7.4,
containing 20% (vol/vol) (CH3);NCHO] or 2'-deoxycytidine
(dCyd) [12 mg in 0.5 ml of the above buffer but lacking
(CH3);NCHO]. After 2 hr at 23°C, each reaction was ana-
lyzed by HPLC [10 x 250 mm octadecylsilane column,
Beckman Ultrasphere—5 um, 4.5-45% linear gradient of
CH;30H (vol/vol) in 50 mM NHHCO; (pH 5.5), increasing
over 30 min]. In both cases a new Az peak (10-20% yield)
eluted =1 min after the starting material (dGuo or dCyd) and
was collected and recovered by lyophilization, rechromatog-
raphy, and repeated lyophilization to remove salt.

GSH S-Transferase 5-5 Plasmid Expression Constructs.
Expression of GSH S-transferase 5-5 in Escherichia coli was
achieved by using a combination of PCR, a full-length trans-
ferase subunit-5 cDNA clone (21) as PCR template, oligonu-
cleotide primers each containing a recognition site for Bsa I
(a class IIS restriction endonuclease that cleaves outside its
recognition sequence—GGTCTC—which does not occur in
the cDNA), and the expression vector pKK233-2 (Pharma-
cia). The N-terminal primer (GGGGTCTCCCATGGTGCTG-
GAGCTCTAT) hybridized to the first six codons (italicized
region coding for MVLELY), whereas the 3’ antisense
primer (GGGGTCTCCCATGTCATCACTGGATCATGGT-
CAG) hybridized to the last six codons (italicized region
coding for LTMIQstop). To ensure correct translational
termination, a second in-frame stop codon (TCA) was in-
cluded adjacent to the six codons. The PCR product, when
restricted with Bsa I, yielded a 727-bp fragment,

CATGGTGCTGGAGCTCTAT. ......... CTGACCATGATCCAGTGATGA
CACGACCTCGAGATA. ......... GACTGGTACTAGGTCACTACTGTAC,

which has complementary ends to Nco I-digested pKK233-2.
Digestion of pKK?233-2 with Nco 1 exposes the translation
start site of this vector; thus, ligation with the 727-bp frag-
ment resulted in equal numbers of sense [designated (+)GST
5-5] and antisense [designated (—)GST 5-5] clones on trans-
fection into E. coli IM105. Fidelity of the PCR products was
confirmed by nucleotide-sequence analysis (22). Transfec-
tion of S. typhimurium strain TA1535 was done according to
Lederberg and Cohen (23) with heat shock at 37°C, using
plasmid purified from the E. coli strains.

Mutation Assays. The mutation assays were done accord-
ing to Maron and Ames (24) with a preincubation time of 5
min at room temperature (23°C). All test compounds were
dissolved in 200 mM sodium phosphate buffer, pH 7.4,
except for ethylene dibromide, which was diluted in
C,HsOH.

The rate of spontanous mutations of the designed strains .
typhimurium (+)GST 5-5 and (—)GST 5-5 was =15 revertants
per plate, similar to that seen with S. typhimurium TA1535.
These strains were also tested for histidine auxotrophy, uvrB
deletion, rfa mutation, and ampicillin resistance; they exhib-
ited the same characteristics as S. typhimurium TA1535,
except for the ampicillin resistance acquired as a result of the
pKK233-2 plasmid.

Growth and Purification of GSH S-Transferase 5-§ in E.
coli. A 500-ml overnight culture of E. coli JM105 containing
the pKK233-2 plasmid with the GSH S-transferase 5-5 con-
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struct [in LB broth (25) containing 100 ug of ampicillin'ml !
and 2.0 mM isopropyl a-D-thiogalactoside] was cooled on ice
before centrifugation at 5 x 103 X g (4°C). The cell pellet was
resuspended in 20 ml of 10 mM potassium phosphate buffer
(pH 7.0)/0.20 mM dithiothreitol /25 uM phenylmethanesulfo-
nyl fluoride, sonicated for 30 s, cooled on ice, and sonicated
for another 30 s. The sonicate was centrifuged at 105 x g for
30 min at 4°C. DNase I (1 mg, 2000 units) was added to the
supernatant before dialysis at 4°C against 1 liter of sonication
buffer (containing 3 mM EDTA) for 4 days; buffer was
changed twice each day. The dialysate was added to a Matrex
gel orange A column, and the enzyme was eluted as described
by Meyer et al. (9).

Assays for GSH S-Transferase 5-5. Cytosol of the Salmo-
nella strains used to determine GSH S-transferase 5-5 en-
zyme activity and NaDodSO,/PAGE (26) was prepared as
for E. coli but without dialysis. Protein content was assayed
with the bicinchonic acid reagent (Pierce). The enzyme-
activity assay (27) measures the absorbance change from the
conjugation of GSH to 1,2-epoxy-3-(4'-nitrophenoxy)pro-
pane (Aezgo = 500 M—1-cm~1). The epoxide (16 ul of 30 mM
stock solution in C;HsOH) and 20 ul of 250 mM GSH were
added to 1.0 ml of 100 mM potassium phosphate buffer (pH
6.5, 37°C) in a glass cuvette with the aid of a manual mixing
device, in a modified Cary 14 spectrophotometer (OLIS,
Bogart, GA).

RESULTS

Initial Studies with S. typhimurium. Studies were done with
CH,Br: as a prototypic dihalomethane, expected to be more
active than the dichloride. The compound could produce
revertants in S. typhimurium strains sensitive to base-pair
(e.g., TA100) or frameshift mutations (TA98) at high con-
centrations. However, we experienced poor and irreproduc-
ible success in showing the dependence of revertants upon
addition of either mouse or rat liver cytosol or GSH (added
to dialyzed cytosol).

Expression of Rat GSH S-Transferase 5-5in S.

A construct of the pKK233-2 vector containing the rat GSH
S-transferase 5-5 cDNA (21) was used to transfect S. typhi-
murium TA1535, using the ampicillin resistance marker (S.
typhimurium TA100 already has an ampicillin resistance
marker and could not be directly used). The vector containing
the same cDNA inserted in the opposite direction was also
transfected into S. typhimurium T A1535 for use as an appro-
priate control [(—)GST 5-5]. The S. typhimurium TA1535
treated with (+)GST 5-5 construct expressed GSH S-trans-
ferase 5-5 (Fig. 2); the level of expression was estimated at
2-5% of the total cellular protein, as judged by electropho-
resis or comparison of enzymatic activity with that of the
purified enzyme (9). Although the pKK233-2 vector used is
inducible by isopropyl a-D-thiogalactoside, we found con-
siderable expression without addition of inducer, apparently
due to the strength of the promoter and did not add this
inducer in subsequent studies.

Production of Revertants in S. typhimurium TA1535 Ex-
pressing GSH S-Transferase 5-5. CH,Cl,, CH,BrCl, CH;,Br;,
and ethylene dibromide all produced revertants in a dose-
dependent manner in the S. typhimurium TA1535 expressing
GSH S-transferase 5-5—(+)GST 5-5—but did not produce
revertants in those bacteria with the control construct,
(—)GST 5-5 (Fig. 3). The order of sensitivity to mutations was
Br > Cl, as expected from the halogen order for aliphatic
substitution reactions (Fig. 1). Ethylene dibromide is known
to cause mutations through GSH S-transferase-mediated
GSH conjugation (29), but although other GSH S-trans-
ferases, such as rat 2-2 and 3-3, are known to catalyze this
reaction, GSH S-transferase 5-5 had not yet been assayed
(30).
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FiG. 2. (A) NaDodSO4/PAGE (26) of a mixture of standard
proteins (lane 1), including bovine B-lactoglobulin (18 kDa), human
carbonic anhydrase (29 kDa), and chicken ovalbumin (45 kDa); GSH
S-transferase 5-5 partially purified from E. coli (lane 2); and extracts
of S. typhimurium TA1535 (lane 3) and S. typhimurium TA1535
derivatives (—)GST 5-5 and (+)GST 5-5 (lanes 4 and 5, respectively).
The gel was stained with silver and NH4OH (28). The arrow shows
27-kDa GSH S-transferase 5-5. (B) Conjugation of 1,2-epoxy-3-(4'-
nitrophenoxy)propane by (+)GST 5-5 and (—)GST 5-5 derivatives of
S. typhimurium TA1535. Equivalent amounts of cell lysate (0.3 mg
of protein) were used.

Parental S. typhimurium TA1535 (i.e., no transfected plas-
mid) was exposed to CH,Br; in the presence of partially
purified GSH S-transferase 5-5 (produced in E. coli; Fig. 2A),
which was in 20-fold excess of that expressed within the S.
typhimurium (+)GST 5-5 strain. The frequency of revertants
did not detectably increase. The reaction of GSH with
dihalomethanes produces HCHO (Fig. 1), and we considered
whether this product might be responsible for the mutations.
HCHO was rather toxic to the cells but did not produce any
revertants in the S. typhimurium TA1535 (+)GST 5-5 cells
(Fig. 4A).

S-(1-Acetoxymethyl)GSH was synthesized as a model for
the putative reactive S-(1-halomethyl)GSH intermediates
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Fi6.3. Revertants produced in S. typhimurium TA1535 (+)GST

5-5 and (—)GST 5-5 with test chemicals. (A) Ethylene dibromide. (B)
CH,Br,. (C) CH:BrCl. (D) CH,Cl,.
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Fic.4. Lack of revertantsin S. typhimurium TA1535 (+)GST 5-5
in the presence of HCHO or S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH. (A) HCHO:
0, TA1535; m, TA1535 (+)GST 5-5; A, TA1535 (—)GST S-5. (B) Dry
S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH was added to a final concentration of 0.2
mM directly to a cell mixture and plated at the indicated times after
addition. In other experiments no revertants were seen when the
level of S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH was 0.5 mM or when the com-
pound was quickly dissolved in H,O before addition. O, S. typhi-
murium TA1535; @, TA1535 (+)GST 5-5.

(31). This compound was prepared in CH3;0H and was stable
when kept dry. It resisted spectral characterization, but a
70% yield of HCHO was obtained upon hydrolysis, and the
adducts formed in the reaction with dGuo (vide infra) argue
for its identity. This compound did not produce revertants,
even when added dry to a bacterial suspension to minimize
decomposition before reaching the cells (Fig. 4B).

Products of Reaction of S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH with dGuo
and dCyd. The production of revertants in S. typhimurium
TA1535 is most consistent with a lesion at a guanine or
cytosine residue (32, 33). Reaction of S-(1-acetoxymeth-
yD)GSH with dGuo yielded a major product identified as
S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)methyl]JGSH by its spectra: UV
(H20)—Amax (pH 1) 260 nm, (pH 7) 257 nm, (pH 13) 255 nm;
fast atom bombardment (FAB)~ MS m/z 585 (8, [M-H] "), 607
(M+Na); FAB* MS m/z 587 (3, [M+H]") (Fig. 5). The
high-resolution NMR spectra of the adduct are shown in Fig.
6. All signals could be identified as belonging to the dGuo or

148 285 297
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F16.5. Mass spectra of S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)methyl]JGSH.
(A) FAB~ MS [in glycerol/(CH3),SO]. (B) FAB+ MS (in glycerol/
CF3;CO,H/HCI). Spectra were recorded using a Kratos Concept
ITHH instrument (Kratos Analytical Instruments).
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the GSH moiety, on the basis of the literature (34-36), except
the added methylene linking the dGuo and GSH. Attachment
at the N2 atom was indicated by the lack of UV spectral
properties associated with adducts formed at other sites on
the guanine moiety and confirmed by the N splitting of the
-CH,-protons [derived from the methylene moiety of S-(1-
acetoxymethyl)GSH] and especially the 13C signals in the
product obtained when the reaction was done using [N2-
I5N1dGuo (Fig. 6). All assignments were confirmed with the
use of two-dimensional 'H-13C correlation spectroscopy and
are presented in the figure legend (data not shown).
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FiG. 6. (A) 'H NMR spectra of S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)meth-
ylIGSH, recorded in 2H,0 with a Bruker AMX-500 instrument (Bil-
lerica, MA). The full spectrum is shown for the adduct formed from
[N2-15N]dGuo. (Insets) Assigned structure and the only portion of the
spectra that differed between the 14N- and 1SN-containing materials.
Assignments of regions of the spectrum are indicated; specifically they
are as follows: 8 2.057 (m, 2H, Glu B-CHaz-, Jg1,52 = 14.2 Hz, Jg o =
7.5 Hz), 2.47 (m, 2H, Glu »CH3>-), 2.51 (m, 1H, H-2'), 2.94 (m, 1H,
H-2"),2.997 (m, 1H, Cys s;1-CHz-, Jp1,82 = 14.3 H2), 3.274 (m, 1H, Cys
p2-CHz-, Jp2,« = 5.1 Hz),3.730 (t, 1H, Glu o-H, J, g = 7.4 Hz), 3.746
(d, 1H, Gly a;-H, Ja1,q2 = 18.4 Hz), 3.762 (m, 1H, H-5'), 3.788 (d, 1H,
Gly a»-H), 3.832 (m, 1H, H-5", J = 6.6 Hz, J = 12.5 Hz), 4.079 (m,
1H,H-4'),4.605(d, 1H, CH24,J = 14.3Hz), 4.659 (m, 1H, H-3'), 4.666
(m, 1H, Cys o-H), 4.668 (d, 1H, CH> ), 6.354 (dd, 1H, H-1', J = 6.8
Hz), 7.979 (s, 1H, H-8). (B) Natural abundance 13C NMR spectrum of
S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)methylJGSH, recorded in 2H,O (Bruker
AMX-500). The spectrum was obtained with the adduct derived from
[N2-15N]dGuo. (Insef) Expansion of regions where splitting of signals
was seen (-CHa- and C2 of the guanine). The indicated assignments
were made on the basis of literature precedents (34-37) and two-
dimensional proton correlation spectroscopy: 26.39 (Glu g), 31.67
(Glu v), 32.74 (Cys B), 38.40 (2'), 43.45 (Gly a), 44.07 and 44.15 (CH;,
Jon = 10.5 Hz), 53.66 (Glu a), 54.36 (Cys a), 61.91 (5'), 71.25 (3"),
84.35(1"),87.04 (4'),117.1(C5), 138.9(C8), 151.2(C4), 151.5 and 157.7
(C2, Jon = 24.0 Hz), 159.2 (C6), 172.3 (Cys CONH), 174.1 (Glu
CONH), 175.0 (Glu COzH), 176.2 (Gly CO,H). In both A and B, CH,
denotes the methylene linking the guanine and GSH moieties, the
prime indicates deoxyribose signals, GSH atoms are indicated by the
amino acid designations, and other atoms are in the guanine moiety.
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The product of the dCyd reaction was not as stable; the
structure S-[1-(N4-deoxycytidyl)methyl]JGSH is tentatively
assigned: UV (H20)—Amax (pH 1) 285 nm, (pH 7) 273 nm, (pH
13) 270 nm {similar to dCyd but not to N3-methyldCyd and
S-[2-(N3-deoxycytidyl)ethyl]]lGSH at neutral pH (28)}.
FAB+/~ MS was unsuccessful. The 1H NMR spectrum of a
sample purified by HPLC (pH 5.5) and treated by repeated
lyophilization showed the presence of both dCyd and GSH
peaks: (3H;0) 6 2.14 (m, 2H, Glu g-CH,), 2.36 (m, 2H, Glu
v-CH>), 2.44 (m, 1H, H-2'), 2.53 (m, 1H, H-2"), 3.00 (m, 1H,
Cys Ba-H), 3.23 (m, 1H, Cys By-H), 3.77 (m, 4H, Gly «-H, Glu
a-H, H-5', and H-5"), 4.09 (H-4'), 4.80 CHOH, H-3' presum-
ably obscured), 6.06 (d, 1H, H-5, J5¢ = 7.3 Hz), 6.28 (t, 1H,
H-1', Jy'» = 6.4 Hz), 7.83 (d, 1H, H-6, J5 5 = 7.6 Hz). The
spectrum also showed a peak at & 8.45 that can be attributed
to HCHO (s, 1H); analysis of the sample by HPLC after
recording the NMR spectra showed that the sample had
completely degraded to dCyd. However, the adduct clearly
had a GSH moiety attached, as shown by the NMR, before
its degradation. Subsequent work showed ~70% degradation
even after a single lyophilization step (pH 5.5). .

DISCUSSION

The GSH conjugation of dihalomethanes has been clearly
demonstrated to result in genotoxicity. This result cannot be
attributed to the production of HCHO (Fig. 44). An analog
of the postulated reactive product has been used to derive a
stable dGuo adduct, S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)meth-
ylIGSH, which was characterized here (Figs. 5 and 6).

Many activated chemicals readily diffuse into cells to react
with DNA and produce their genotoxic effects. However, in
this case it appears that the reactive product may not be
stable enough to enter the bacteria and induce genotoxicity,
as judged by the lack of revertants produced with externally
added GSH S-transferase 5-5 or S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH.
This situation is probably not unique, and it points out an
advantage of expressing enzymes involved in biotransforma-
tion within the target cells used in analysis of genotoxicity.
Although a number of the enzymes involved in such bioac-
tivation reactions have been used in mammalian cells (38),
the only previous report of the expression of a mammalian
enzyme in a simple bacterial tester system appears to be the
work of Grant et al. (39), who expressed human N-acetyl-
transferase in S. typhimurium TA98. Recent developments in
the heterologous expression of cytochrome P450 enzymes in
bacteria (40) suggest that it may be possible to develop other
simple bacterial genotoxicity test systems containing specific
enzymes involved in bioactivation and detoxication. Also, it
should be possible to insert such constructs into other
bacterial systems, such as S. typhimurium TA1535/pSK1002
and its derivatives, which utilize the induction of the umu
response by many genotoxins and facilitate the rapid screen-
ing of chemicals (41).

The expression of GSH S-transferase 5-5in S. typhimurium
renders the bacteria sensitive to mutation with dihalo-
methanes but may be protective against mutations and ge-
netic damage caused by other carcinogens. To date we have
examined several other compounds for differential mutage-
nicity in the (+)- and (—)GST 5-5 S. typhimurium strains but
found that the chemicals were either not very mutagenic at all
in this system (CH3Cl, CH;l, styrene oxide) or that there was
no difference between the strains (NaNs, propylene oxide).
However, the mutagenicity of the GSH S-transferase 5-5
substrate 1,2-epoxy-3-(4'-nitrophenoxy)propane (9) (Fig. 2B)
was attenuated in the (+)GST 5-5 strain (data not shown). As
with other enzymes involved in transformation of xenobiotic
chemicals, the presence of GSH S-transferase 5-5 can be
beneficial or detrimental, depending upon the situation en-
countered. These studies with GSH S-transferase 5-5 are of
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particular interest in light of the recently demonstrated hu-
man polymorphism of a theta class GSH S-transferase, in
which =30% of Caucasians are devoid of the enzyme (42).
Further, Wiencke and his associates (43) have shown that
sister-chromatid exchange is seen in blood lymphocytes of
some individuals when these cells are exposed to 1,3-
butadiene diepoxide; this polymorphism could be due to a
theta class GSH S-transferase. A test system such as the
bacteria described here should be very useful in evaluating
the particular hazard that deficient individuals may encounter
from various chemicals.

The demonstration of revertants in S. typhimurium TA1535
strongly suggests that lesions on guanine or cytosine are
involved in mutations. Apparently the HCHO generated by
hydrolysis of the initial reaction product cannot be respon-
sible for this genotoxic action. The major adduct derived
from the model S-(1-acetoxymethyl)GSH with dGuo was
characterized as S-[1-(N2-deoxyguanosinyl)methyl)JGSH. In-
terestingly, the similar N2-guanyl ethyl adduct is a minor
product in the reaction of an S-(2-haloethyl)GSH, the con-
jugate of ethylene dibromide (28). Although the N7 adduct is
dominant with the 2-haloethyl compounds, the proposed
methylene species seems to prefer the exocyclic amino
positions [as for adducts derived from HCHO (44)]. Further
studies will be required to determine whether this adduct is
formed in DNA from dihalomethanes in vivo and to evaluate
its role in mutagenesis and more complex genotoxic events.
Preliminary attempts to isolate S-[1-(N2-guanyl)methyl]lGSH
from DNA were unsuccessful due to the product instability
under the acidic conditions used. We have not seen evidence
for an N7-guanyl adduct of the type identified with ethylene
dibromide (37) in our chemical studies thus far.

Finally, the point is made again that this work provides
evidence that the genotoxic effects of dihalomethanes are
attributable to GSH S-transferase-catalyzed conjugation.
These experiments lend credence to schemes of relative risk
estimation made on this premise (7). The results suggest that
CH,Cl, is orders of magnitude less genotoxic than CH,Br;
and ethylene dibromide (Fig. 3), at least in this system. The
relevance of this model to mammalian situations may be
assessed through similar transfection studies and searches for
individual DNA adducts.
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